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T HIS fifth book includes the fpace of forty- 
five years, from the 306th to the 351ft 
year of Rome. It ends with the beginning of 
the fiege of Veii. 

SECT. I. 

Wrr with the Volfci and Aqui, atrd againfi the Sabines* 

The two Confuls triumph , notwithflanding the oppoji- 
tion of the Senate. Duilius prevents the fame Tribunes 
from being continued in office. Domejlic troubles. The , 
Aigul and Volfci advance to the gates of Rome. Fine 
fpeech of Quin tins. The enemies are defeated. The 
Roman people dijhonour themfelves by a judgment which 
they pafs againfi the Ardentes. 

L. Valerius. A.r. 3 o5. 

M. Horatius. Ant - C * 

446. 

* jpHE domeftic troubles, occafioned by the bad con- Dionyf. 

"*■ duff of the Decemvirs, being appealed by their 1.11.^,727 
abdication and punifhment, affairs without doors be- 
came the ferious attention of the public. c. 6o-’-6j. 

Vol. II. B Vale- 







2 L. VALERIUS, M. HORATIUS, Confuls. 

A. R. 306. Valerius, one of the Confuls, fet out with his army 
^446° a g a i n ft the -®qui and Volfci, who had united their 
forces. As he knew that thofe people had conceived 
great contempt for the Roman troops, in confequence 
of the advantages they had gained over them, whilfl 
under the command of the Decemvirs, far from un¬ 
deceiving them, he induftrioufly fomented their pre- 
fumption, and endeavoured to augment their temerity, 
by affe&ed evafions and referve, as if he apprehended 
coming to blows with them. For this reafon, he 
pitched his camp upon an eminence of very difficult 
accefs, furrounded it with a deep foffe, and took great 
care to fortify it well. The enemy often advanced to 
bid him defiance, infulting and reproaching him with 
cowardice. He however lay ftill, and kept clofe 
within his intrenchments. Some time after, having 
received advice, that the enemy had detached the belt 
part of their troops to ravage the country of the La- 
tines and Hernici, and that few remained to guard 
their camp, he marched out of his, and offered them 
battle. As nobody appeared, he continued the reft 
of the day under arms without moving. Night ob¬ 
liged him to retire, when he refreffied and relied his 
troops. The enemy recalled thofe in hafte that were 
difperfed to plunder, who polled back, not all toge¬ 
ther, nor in good order, but in leparate parties, and 
in the condition they were found, when they received 
news of the motion of the Romans. Early the next 
day, the Conl'ul made his troops advance towards the 
enemy’s camp, with the refolution to attack it if they 
did not come to a battle. After having waited a fuf- 
ficient time, as nobody appeared, he gave the fignal 
for the attack. The iEqui and Volfci, afhamed that 
intrenchments, and not arms and courage, fhould defend 
victorious armies, then quitted their camp in order to 
engage. Before all their troops were marched out, 
and had time to form themfelves, Valerius attacked 
them with his infantry, and put them into diforder. 
At firft they fell back: but upon being reproached by 
their generals for giving ground before beaten ene¬ 
mies, 
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mies, they refumed courage, and renewed the fight. A.R. 306 
The Conful, on his fide, animated his foldiers. “ He c ’ 
bade them remember, that this was the firft day on 
which, become free, they had fought for their free 
country, no longer under an Appius, but Valerius, 
who had eftablifhed its liberty. That they fhouldnow 
demonflrate, it was not owing to the foldiers, but 
the generals, that they had not been victorious in the 
former battles.” Then advancing to the horfe : 

“ Brave Romans,” faid he, “ you are now to fupport 
“ the dignity of your rank, and your honour. The 
“ foot have made the enemy give way: do you com- 
“ plete their diforder, and drive them out of the field 
“ of battle.” The ardour of the troops was incre¬ 
dible. The enemy could not fuftain fo rude a charge, 
and broke. Abundance of them were killed in the 
battle and purfuit: and Valerius remained mafter of 
their camp with great fpoils. 

The news of this victory was foon carried to the 
other army that aCted againft the Sabines, and excited 
a great emulation there. Horatius, by fkirmifhing 
and flight engagements, in which his troops always 
had the advantage, had accuftomed them to confide 
rather in their prefent valour, than to remember their 
paft defeats under the Decemvirs. The Sabines, en¬ 
couraged by the fucceffes of the year before, incef- 
fantly harraffed them, and reproached them with amu- 
fing themfelves with petty encounters, whilft they 
were afraid to come to a decifive battle. Thefe re¬ 
proaches had more efreCt than they who made them_ 
would have defired. The Romans, enraged on one 
fide by repeated infults, and animated on the other by 
the example of their fellow-foldiers, who were upon 
the point of returning victorious to Rome, preifed the 
Conful to lead them againft the enemy. After hav¬ 
ing well affured himfelf of their difpofition to engage, 
he ordered them to prepare for battle the next day. - 
The Romans experienced from the Sabines in the ac¬ 
tion all that the vigour and courage of an enemy is ca¬ 
pable when fapported by great fucceffes. Both foldiers 

B 2 ■ and 
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A. R. 306. and officers, and efpecially their general, did prodi- 
A ^ C ' gies of valour. The Roman horfe however behaved 
fo well on this occafion, and feconded the Conful fo 
effedhially, that he obtained a complete victory over 
the enemy. Great numbers of them were killed in 
the battle, and more taken prifoners. The Conful 
made himfelf mailer alfo of their camp, which they 
were reduced to abandon with their baggage, and all 
the fpoils and prifoners they had taken from the Ro¬ 
mans in the laft war. 

For both thefe vidlories feparately gained over dif¬ 
ferent enemies, the Senate, out of ill-will to the Con- 
fuls, decreed only one day of fupplication and thankf- 
giving to the Gods. But the People, more equitable 
and religious, acquitted themfelves of the lame duty 
the following day; and this fecond folemnity, per¬ 
formed without the decree of the Senate, was more 
fplendidly celebrated, and by a greater concourfe of 
the People, than that of the day before. Narrownefs- 
of fpirit and puerility is here evident in that Body, in 
other things fo wife and venerable. Becaufe they are 
dilTatisfied with the Confuls, who feemed too much 
attached to the People in their eyes, they retrench a 
part of the homage, which it was ufual to render the 
Gods upon the like occafions. But they carried the 
fame difguft Hill farther. 

The two Confuls concerted together to . arrive near 
Rome almolt at the fame time, that is to fay, within 
one day of one another. They fummoned the Senate 
to alfemble in the field of Mars, in order to render an 
account there of the fuccefs of the campaign. The 
principal Senators complained,. that they were aflem- 
bled in the midll of the foldiers with defign to intimi¬ 
date them. The Confuls, to leave them no room for 
fuch complaints, adjourned the aflembly to a place 
called the Flaminian Meadows. There, - they reported 
what each of them had done at the head of their ar¬ 
mies, and demanded that the Senate would be pleafed 
to grant them the honour of triumphing. They found 
every body entirely averfe to them, Amongft thofe 
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who oppofed fo juft a demand, none did it more warm- A. R. 306, 
ly than C. Claudius, the uncle of Appius the Decern- A ^' 6> c * 
vir. The motive of his oppofition was notorioufly 
evident. His violence proceeded from the treatment 
of his nephew Appius, which he afcribed particularly 
to the two Confuls. His opinion was however followed 
by the majority, and they were refufed triumphs. Pro¬ 
voked by that refufal, and the affront fo unjuftly offer¬ 
ed them, they addreffed themfelves to the People, 
who unanimoully voted them that honour. This was 
the firft time that any one triumphed by an ordinance 
of the People without the confent of the Senate. We 
fee that Body from time to time continually lofing 
fome one or other of its privileges; and may oblerve, 
that it is almoft always fome injuftice of its own that 
occafions it. 

This victory of the People and their Tribunes had Liv. i. 3. 
almoft occafioned new matter of trouble, by the com- c - ^ 
bination the latter had entered into to caufe themfelves 
to be continued in their office. It happened fortu¬ 
nately to fall to Duilius’s lot to prefide at that election. 

He was a man of fenfe, who did not fuffer himfelf to 
be hurried away with the ftream, and directed his con¬ 
duct by the view of the public good. Convinced 
that fuch continuation in office would render them 
extremely odious, and only tend to difcredit the con¬ 
duct of the People, he openly declared, that he would 
not fuffer any of his collegues to be re-ele£ted. It 
was in vain for them to prefs him to leave the Tribes 
at liberty to vote as they thought fit 3 or, if he found 
any difficulty in that, to refign his place to another: 
he perfifted to the laft in his refolution. To confirm 
himlelf' the more ill it, and fucceed the better in his 
defign, he defired the Confuls to favour him with their 
prefence at his tribunal, and afked them what views 
they had with refpeft to the affembly for the election of 
Confuls. As they anfwered, that they were determined 
to create new ones, he carried them with him to the 
affembly of the People, in order to ftrengthen himfelf 
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A.R. 306, by their fuffrages, which, from magiftrates fo attached 
A "+6 C ’ t0 t ‘ ie People as they were, could neither be fufpeited. 
nor difagreeable. He there afked them what they 
would do in cafe the People, out of gratitude to them 
for the re-eftablifhment of their liberty, and their great 
fuccefifes in the war, fhould re-eleft them Confuls. 
They made the fame anfwer, and protefted, that how¬ 
ever fenfible they might be of the great honour in¬ 
tended them, they would not accept it. The People, 
admiring their perfeverance and conftancy in ffiewing 
themfelves to the laft the reverie of the Decemvirs, 
proceeded to the election, and chofe firit five new Tri¬ 
bunes. But Duilius, feeing the party his nine collegues 
had made fo ftrong, that none of their competitors 
for the Tribunelhip were likely to have a fufficient 
number of voices, difmified the aflembly, and would 
not hold it afterwards for filling up the vacant places. 
He affirmed, and not without foundation, that he 
had fatisfied the .law, which no where mentioned, that 
it was necefiary at once, and on the fame day, to 
create all the ten Tribunes 3 and which on the con¬ 
trary faid in exprefs terms, “ that fuch perfons as the 
“ firit nominated ffiall adopt for their collegues, fhall 
“ enjoy the fame privileges, and be deemed Tribunes 
f* as legally elected as themfelves.” The nine old ones 
had nothing to reply, and were obliged to acquiefce. 
Duilius quitted his office, equally in favour of the 
Senate and People. There are aftions, and a certain 
conduit, fo full of reafon and equity in themfelves, 
that nobody, can refufe them their eiteem and appro 7 
bation •; and if every body in office behaved in that 
manner, there would never be either troubles or com 7 
plaints in dates.. 

The new Tribunes, in the choice of thofe they were 
to nominate, to fill up their number, had great regard 
to the defire and recommendation of the Senators. 
They even chofe two Patricians, who had been Con¬ 
fuls, Sp. Tarpeius and A. Haterius. 

Lar. 
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Lar. Hermjnius. 

T. VlRGINIUS. 

Nothing confiderable happened under thefe Confuls Liv.l. 3. 
either within or without doors, and every thing re- c - 6 s- 
mained in fufficient tranquillity : only L. Trebonius, 
one of the Tribunes, to obviate the inconvenience 
that happened the year before, palled a law which or¬ 
dained, that, in the election of Tribunes, the People 
for the future Ihould nominate the whole ten them- 
felves. 
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The Confuls having perceived fome fecret meafures 
taken by the Tribunes againlt the Patrician Youth, 
which might foon blow up the flame of fedition, if 
not remedied in time, found means to keep the People 
within the bounds of their duty, by the refolution, 
which they feemed to have taken, of levying ah army 
for a war with the TEqui and Volfci, but of which they 
fufpended the execution. Thus, without clalhing with 
the power of the Tribunes, or expofing the majefty 
of the Senate to new infults, they eftablilhed tran-' 
quillity at home and abroad, at leaft during the great- 
eft part of the year. 

But in the latter months, the antipathy and divifion 
of the two Orders began to appear. The young Pa¬ 
tricians, always haughty and enterprizing, opprefled 
fuch of the Plebeians as were weakeft and moft ex- 
pofed to injury, whilft the latter found neither the aid 
nor fupport they had reafon to expect from their Tri¬ 
bunes ; becaufe the Tribunes themfelves, through their 
too great ealinefs and patience, were not exempt from 
the injurious treatment and violence of the Patrician 
youth. The People were diflatisfied on that account 
with their Tribunes, and openly declared, that for the 
maintenance and fecurity of their perfons and rights, 
they had occafion for fuch magiftrates as the Ici- 
B. '4 lil 
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A. R. 308. Hi *. The elder Senators on their fide, were fenfible, that 
~ A " t ' c * their youth were too turbulent, and carried things too 
far: But, as there was a kind of neceffity for one of 
the parties to exceed the bounds of moderation, and 
it was impoflible to keep the balance of government 
in an exadt equilibrio, they thought it better that it 
, Ihould incline on their fide, and that their youth Ihould 
carry their pride and haughtinefs too far, rather than 
their adverfaries : fo difficult is it, when the defence 
of liberty is in queftion, to. obferve a juft medium, 
and not to depart from the ftridt rules of juftice ! 
Each fide, under pretext of preferving its equality, 
took pains to deprefs the other 3 and in order to have 
nothing to apprehend or fuffer from it, rendered itfelf 
terrible and oppreffive: as if it was indifpenfibly ne- 
eeffary that there Ihould be violence on one fide, and 
that the one could not be fecure from injury, without 
impofing it upon the other. 

If we refledl on the difpofition of mind fo well de- 
fcribed in this place by Livy, we ffiall find it the real 
fource cf all the troubles that embroiled the common¬ 
wealth. And in this refpeft; the Senate feems leaft 
excufeable : becaufe, as-f Salluft obferves, when there 
is a difpute between two parties, of which the one is 
weaker than the other, there feems to be reafon 1 for 
prefuming, that the ftrongeft is the aggreflor. And 
indeed, without defigning to excufe the People, we 
fee the Senate on all occafions intent upon humbling 
and depreffing them, as if the Plebeians had not been 
a part of the ftate as well as the Senators, and were 
incapable and unworthy of having any lhare in the go¬ 
vernment. 

* Seniores contra patrum, ut nimis feroces fuos credere juvenes efle, 
ita malle, ft modus excedendus eflet, fuis, quam adverfariis, fuperelTe 
animos. Adeo moderatio tuendse libertatis, dum asquari velle liniu- 
J'mdo ita fe quifque extollit ut deprimat alium, in difHcili eft ; caven- 
doque ne metuant homines 5 metuendos ultro fe efficiunt, & injuriam 
a nobis repulfam, tanquam aut facere aut pati neceffe fit, injungimus 
aliis. Liv. 

f In omni certamine, qni opulentior eft, etiamfi accipit injuriam, 
tamen, quia plus poteft, facere videtur. Sallust, in bell. Jugurth. 

T. Quin- 
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Thefe Confuls found no fedition at home, nor war 
abroad adually on foot: but Rome was menaced both 
with the one and the other. The difcord of the citi¬ 
zens could be prevented no longer, the Tribunes and 
People being extremely exafperated againft the Senate, 
and this aflemblies refounding every day with nothing 
but accufations againft fome Senator or other. 

On the firft rumour of thefe domeftic feuds, the Liv. 1.3. 
iEqui and Volfci, as if they had been the fignal of c ' 66—70 
war to them, took arms. Their leaders, prompted 
by the defire of fpoils, reprelented to them, “ That 
every thing was in confufion at Rome; that neither 
order nor difcipline were obferved there ; that the le¬ 
vies could not be made ; that the People were folely 
employed in oppofing the Senate in every thing •, and 
that the ardour and vivacity the Romans formerly had 
againft enemies without doors, they now turned againft 
themfelves, tearing each other' like angry wolves. 

That the prefent was an happy occafion for furprizing 
and fubje&ing them.” Having joined their forces, 
they firft ravaged the country of the Latines ; and as 
nobody appeared to oppofe them, animated by the au¬ 
thors of the war, who exulted with joy, they advanced 
to the walls of Rome on the fide next the gate Efqui- 
lina, deftroying the whole country in the fight of the 
Romans by way of infult. 

When they were marched back to Corbio, laden 
with booty without refiftance, and in good order, the 
Conful Quintius called an aftembly of the People, and 
fpoke to them as follows. “ Romans, though I am 
“ not confcious to myfelf of any crime, it is with ex- 
“ treme fhame that I now appear in your aftembly. 

“ Do you know, and fhall pofterity be told, that the 
“ /Equi and Volfci, fcarce capable not long fince of 
“ making head againft the Hernici, came in arms with 
“ impunity to the walls of Rome in the fourth Con- 
“ fulfhip of T. Quintius! Had I forefeen, that this 

“ year 
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A. R. 309. “ year was to be diftinguifhed by fuch ignominy, I 
Ant. c. fhould have avoided the Confullhip, either by vo- 
44 3 ’ “ luntary banifhment, or even death. Alas ! I had 

“ enjoyed fufficient honours : I had lived long enough: 
“ I fhould have died in my third Confullhip. For 
“ upon whom falls the contempt our enemies have 
“ expreffed for us upon this occafion ? Is it upon your 
“ Confuls, or upon yourfelves, Romans ? If it is to 
“ be afcribed to us, take the Confullhip from perfons 
“ fo unworthy of it; and if that does- not fuffice, 
“ punilh us as we deferve. But, if the fault be yours, 
“ may the Gods and men forgive you ; we only 'delire 
“ that you fhould repent of it. No, Romans : they 
“ neither defpifed your want of courage, nor relied 
“ upon their own valour. They know themfelves and 
“ you too well. Our divifions, which are the bane of 
“ this city, fupply them their whole force and confi- 
“ dence. Whilft we can fet no bounds to the defire 
“of rule, nor you to the exceflive love of liberty *, 
“ whiill neither Patricians or Plebeians can endure 
“ each other: they have taken courage, and refumed 
“ their former daring. In the name of the Gods, Ro- 
“ mans, what would you have, what do you aim at ? 
“ You have formed demands upon demands, projects 
“ upon projects, againft us •, and we have complied 
“ with them all. By a late undertaking, under pre- 
“ text of eftabhlhing a kind of equality in the ftate 
“ by new laws, you have infringed all our rights and 
“ privileges. We have fuffered it, and we ftill fuffer 
“ it. When will our difcords end ? When lhall we 
“ confider ourfelves as citizens of the fame city, and 
“ as fons of the fame country ? Can you fee without 
“ pain our lands deftroyed with fire and fword, the 
“ ipoils earned off with impunity, and the houfes 
“ fmoking and in flames ? Though you are uncon- 
“ cerned about the public intereft, you will each of you 
“ foon have an account of your particular loflfes in your 
“ lands and farms. Have you wherewithal here to re- 
“ imburfe yourfelves ? Will your Tribunes repay you 
“ what you have loft? They will give you words andha- 

v rangues 
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“ rangues as many as you pleafe ; accufations in abun- 
“ dance againft the principal perfons of the city, laws 
“ upon laws, and affemblies without number. But did 
“ any one of you ever leave thofe affemblies richer and 
“ better in his affairs than he came to them ? What 
“ do you carry from them to your wives and children, 
“ except refentment, hatred and enmity public and 
“ private ? againft the fatal effefts of which it is nei- 
“ ther your own virtue nor innocence, but the aid, the 
“ arms, of Arrangers, that fecure you. It was not fo 
“ when you fought under us in the open field, not in 
“ the Forum under your Tribunes ; when you made 
“ the enemy tremble with your warlike cries in bat- 
“ ties, and not the Senators by your feditious noife in 
“ the affemblies. After having taken confiderable 
“ fpoils from the enemy, and made yourfelves mafters 
“ of their country, you then returned in triumph to 
“ your homes and houfhold Gods, laden with fpoils 
“ and glory, as well for yourfelves as the public: 
“ whereas now you fuffer the enemy to go hence en- 
“ rich.ed with your effefts. Do you ftay till the iEqui 
“ and Yolfci come to rouze you from your lethargy 
“ within thefe walls, and purfue you to your own 
“ houfes ? Will it then be time enough to rouze and 
“ take arms ? 

“ I am fenfible that more agreeable things might 
“ be faid to you: but, though I fhould not follow 
“ my natural inclination, neceffity would now oblige 
“ me to fpeak truth rather than to flatter you. I 
“ fhould be very glad, Romans, to pleafe you •, but 
“ I had much rather preferve you, in whatfoever man- 
“ ner you may be difpofed in refpecft to me. 

“ If then you can at length undeceive yourfelves, 
“ and open your eyes to the manner in which your 
“ Tribunes lead you, and abufe your credulity; if 
“ you will refume the fentiments of your fathers, and 
“ return to your antient principles, I take upon me, 
“ on the forfeit of my life, to defeat and put to flight 
“ thefe infolent ravagers of our lands, to take from 
‘‘ them their camp, and to transfer from our walls 
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“ and gates into their cities this terror of war, which 
“ now gives you fuch great and juft alarms.” 

Seldom or ever was the moft popular harangue of a 
Tribune received more favourably than this difcourfe 
of the Conful, however awful and fevere he was. The 
youth themfelves, whofe refufal, in contefts of this 
kind, was a powerful refource againft the endeavours 
of the Senate, breathed nothing but arms and war. 
The fight of the country-people, who took refuge in 
the city, and of thofe who had been driven out of their 
lands, and were covered with wounds, ftill more mov¬ 
ing than any defcription the' Conful could give of 
them, filled all the citizens with compaftion, and at 
the fame time, with a warm defire of revenge. 

* When Quintius quitted this allembly, and entered 
the Senate, all eyes were fixed upon him with admira¬ 
tion, as the foie aflertor of the majefty of the Roman 
name. The principal Senators faid, “ That his fpeech 
was truly worthy of the Confular dignity, worthy of 
the Confiilftiips with which he had been honoured, 
and of his whole life illuftrious by the moft glorious 
offices of the ftate, that lie had often borne, and oftener 
deferved. That other Confuls had either fought ab- 
jeftly to make their court to the People, by betraying 
the honour of their order; or had rendered them ftill 
more obdurate and untradiable by fupporting the rights 
of the Senate with too much rigour and haughtinefs. 
That Quintius had admirably adapted his difcourfe to 
the prefent conjuncture, that is to fay, had exprefled 
himfelf in a manner equally proper to fupport the ma- 
jefty of the Senate, and cement the good underftand- 
ing between the two orders. That they all defired him¬ 
felf and his collegue to provide for the fafety of the 

* In Senatum ubi ventum eft, ibi vero in Quintium omnes verft, ut 
unum vindicem majeftatis Romans intueri; & primores patrum dig,- 
nam dicere concionem imperio confulari, dignam tot Confulatibus 
antea&is, dignam vita omni plena honorum faepe geftorum, fsepius 
meritorum. Alios Confules, aut per proditionum dignitatis patrum 
Plebi aduxatos, aut acerbe tuendo jura ordinis afperiorem domando 
multitudinem fecifle : T. Quintium ©rationem majeftatis patrum, con'- 
cordiasque ordinum, & temporum imprimis habuift'e, Liv. 
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ftate. That at the fame time they requefted tlie Tri- A - R - 3°9- 
bunes to ad: in concert with the Confuls for removing C 
die enemy from the walls and gates of the city, and 
to render the People docile and fubmiflive to tire de- 
fires of the Senate. That their common country, in 
fo prefiing a danger, when the enemy, after having 
ravaged the lands about Rome, kept the city in a 
manner befieged, addrel%l itfelf with confidence to 
the Tribunes, and implored their aid.” 

The levies were decreed by the Confuls, and made, 
not only without oppofition, but with incredible promp¬ 
titude. The Quaeftors brought the enfigns out of the 
treafury, and caufed them to be carried to the field of 
Mars. The troops marched away at ten in the morn¬ 
ing the fame day, and advanced ten miles from Rome. 

The next day they came in view of the enemy near 
Corbio, and encamped. The third day it was refolved 
to give battle.without lofs of time. On the fide, of 
the Romans, their juft rage, enflamed by the boldnefs 
of the enemy in coming to infult them tinder the walls 
of. Rome, and a warm defire of revenge, would ad¬ 
mit no delay. As for the iEqui and Volfci, who faw 
there was no quarter to be expedted for them from an 
enemy againft whom they had fo often revolted, defpair 
itfelf exalted their courage, and made it neceffary for 
them to fight valiantly. 

* As both the Confuls were with the army, their 
power was equal. Agrippa, who knew that nothing 
is more contrary to the fuccefs of affairs than a di¬ 
vided command, and was fenfible of Quintius’s fupe- 
rior abilities in military affairs, refigned the whole au¬ 
thority to him. The latter, on his fide, repaicl as he 
ought the generofity and deference of his collegue in 
that fubmiffion to him, by communicating to him all 
his counfels, doing every thing fn concert with him, 

* In exercitu Romano cum duo Confutes eftent poteftate pari; quod 
faluberrimum in adminiftratione magnarum rerum eft, funima imperii, 
concedente Agrippa, penes coliegam erat. Et praftatus ille faciiitati 
fummittentis fe counter refpondebat, communicando confilia laudef- 
que, & xquando imparem fibi. Liv. 
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giving him a fhare in the glory of all the fuccefles, and 
in making him his equal in all things without excep¬ 
tion^ A fine difpute of generality this; and an ex¬ 
cellent example for generals of armies, but rarely 
imitated ! 

, Quin'cius commanded the right wing, Agrippa the 
left, and the lieutenant Sp. Pofthumius Albus the cen¬ 
tre. Serv. Sulpicius, another general, comtnanded the 
cavalry. The foot of the right wing fought with ex¬ 
traordinary bravery, and found a vigorous refiftance 
on the fide of the Volfci. Sulpicius with the horfe 
broke through the enemy’s main body; and might 
have returned the fame way, before the enemy had 
time to rally and form themlelves: but he thought it 
better to attack them in the rear, which he did directly, 
and would have put them into diforder by pulhing them 
on that fide, whilft they were engaged with the Roman 
infantry in front, if the cavalry of the fEqui and Volfci 
had not come up, and -charged himfelf vigoroufly. 
Sulpicius then cried out to his troops, “ That they 
had no time to lofe : that they were upon the point 
of being furrounded, and of having their communi¬ 
cation cut off with their own army, if they did not 
make an extraordinary effort againft the enemy’s horfe. 
That only to put them to flight did not fuffice ; that it 
was abfolutely necelfary to cut both horfes and men to 
pieces, in order to prevent their coming to blows, and 
renewing the battle a fecond time. That after having 
broke through the main body without any refiftance, 
they would find little more from the horfe.” He did not 
fpeak to them in vain. The whole Roman cavalry 
charged the enemy’s at the fame inftant, and put them 
to flight. Great part of them Were killed with their 
horfes by the fpears of the Romans ; who then attack¬ 
ed the foot again, and difpatched an aid du camp to 
the Confuls with advice of what had pafled. The Ro¬ 
mans on the wings had already fome advantage. The 
news of the cavalry’s victory animated them extremely* 
and on the contrary occafioned as great confirmation 
amongft the fEqui, who already began to give way. 
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The centre of the enemy’s army, which had been put A.r. 3 o 9 - 
into.diforder at firft by the Roman horfe, was thefirft Ant-C * 
that broke. Quintius afterwards broke the left wing, 443 ’ 
and put it to flight. The right made more refiftance, 
and coft more trouble. Agrippa, who was brave and 
full of fire, feeing that things went better every where 
than on his fide, fnatched an enfign out of the hands 
of the officer who carried it, and threw it amongft the • 
enemy where the battle was warmeft. The foldiers, 
through fear of lofing that enfign, which was deemed 
the greateft of difgraces, threw themfelves with fury 
upon the enemy, and put them to flight.. The victory 
thus became univerfal. Quintius then fent to inform 
his collegue, that he was upon the point of attacking 
the enemy’s camp ; but deferred it till he knew whe¬ 
ther he had put an end to / the battle on his fide : 

That if fo, he would do well to join him with his 
troops, in order, that the whole army might have an 
equal fliare in the fpoils. Agrippa immediately ad¬ 
vanced to his collegue; and after having congratulat¬ 
ed each other upon their mutual fuccefs, they attacked 
the camp, where they found little refiftance. 

The Confuls marched back their troops to Rome, 
laden with the fpoils they had taken from the enemy, 
without including thofe they had recovered, which 
were all that had been loft when their country was ra¬ 
vaged. It does not appear, fays L.ivy, either that the 
Confuls demanded, or the Senate talked of granting 
them, a triumph ; and no reafon is given, either for 
their neglecting that honour, or defpairing to obtain 
it. For my part, continues the fame hiftorian, as far 
as one may form conjectures concerning times fo re¬ 
mote, I imagine, that as the Senate fome years before 
had refufed the honour of triumph to the Confuls Va¬ 
lerius and Horatius, who, befides the iEqui and Volfci, 
had conquered the Sabines, a very powerful people, 
the Confuls of this year, who had defeated but half 
thofe enemies, made a fcruple of demanding a tri¬ 
umph, left, if they obtained it, it might feem to be 
granted rather to perfons than to merit. 

How- 
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However that were, the Confuls were not the lefs 
efteemed and honoured by the public ; and I believe 
my readers will unanimoufly concur in granting them 
the honour of a triumph, efpecially on account of 
the uncommon example each of them gaye of a mo¬ 
deration and generofity, in my opinion, infinitely pre¬ 
ferable to the viftory itfelf, which was the effedt of it: 
for a mifunderftanding between the two Confuls might 
have prevented it. We but too commonly fee the 
moft important and belt concerted projects rendered 
abortive by the jealoufy and ill-will of a companion in 
command. 

The Romans difhonoured their vi£tory over the? 
iEqui and Volfci by a felf-interefted judgment which 
they pafied fome time after. The Aricini and Ar- 
deates had long difputed the right to a fmall territory, 
for which they had fought many battles. Tired at 
length of war, they agreed to fubmit to the arbitra¬ 
tion of the Roman People, and accordingly referred 
the difference to their decifion. The caufe was plead¬ 
ed with great force, on both fides : witneffes were alfo 
produced, and the People were upon the point of 
proceeding to vote, when a Roman Plebeian, of four- 
lcore and three years of age, named Scaptius, rofe up 
abruptly, and declared to the Affembly, That the 
territory in queftion belonged neither to the Aricini 
nor the Ardeates, but to the Roman People, as a de¬ 
pendence of Corioli. That his evidence could not be 
fufpefted, becaufe he had been at the taking of that 
city, and had ferved twenty years when the Romans 
made themfelves mailers of it. That he had not long 
to live; but that he could not help claiming pofieffion 
of a territory by his feeble voice, to the acquifition of 
which his armed hands had contributed. That he 
firmly advifed the People not to pafs judgment againlt 
themfelves through a vicious and miftaken lhanie, not- 
withftanding the juftice of their caufe.” 

The Confuls, feeing that the affembly liftened to . 
Scaptius not only with filence, but a kind of appro¬ 
bation, called Gods and men to witnefs, that they did 

not 
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not give their confent to the notorious injuftice, which A.R.309. 
was upon the point of being committed ; and accom- A ^ 3 , C ’ 
panied with the principal Senators, they remonftrated 
to all the Tribes feparately, “ That the Roman Peo¬ 
ple would difhonour themfelves eternally, if, in a dif- 
pute which they were chofen to arbitrate, they ad¬ 
judged a territory to themfelves, to which they had 
never formed any pretenfion, in prejudice of the par¬ 
ties concerned : That though the lands in. queftion 
were not of fo fmall value as they really were in ref- 
ped to the Roman People, and the revenues of them 
might be fuppofed to be very confiderable, they 
would not 'gain fo much by appropriating them to 
themfelves, as they would lofe by alienating the allies 
by fo grofs and manifeft an injuftice *; becaufe Ioffes 
in point of reputation and public faith are greater than 
can be valued or conceived.” “ And,” faid they, 

“ lhall the deputies of the two ftates carry home this 
“ news? *Shall the allies, and enemies, of Rome be 
“ told it ? What grief will it give the firft, what joy 
“ the latter! Can one imagine, that the neighbouring 
“ people will attribute fo unexampled a judgment to 
<£ a man like Scaptius, without either name or credit, 

“ and in a word equally void of fenfe and fhame ? 

“ And is not the infamy it will refled upon the Ro- 
“ man People moft evident, who freely and in cool 
“ blood difgrace themfelves for ever ? For what elfe 
“ can be the confequence of fuch a proceeding ?” The 
Confuls and Senators', truly concerned for the honour 
of the People, remonftrated to this effed in the ftrong- 
eft manner to the Tribunes and multitude, mingling 
the moft affeding entreaties ■ with reprefentations fo 
full of wifdom. • . 

Both the one and the other were ineffedual. The 
Tribunes were no longer mailers of the populace f: 
for. it was common for the Tribunes to be more go- 

* Nam famse quidem & fidei damna majora eflfe 3 quam qua? sefti- 
mari pofient. Liv. 

f Tribuni fere Temper reguntur ajnultitudine magis, quam regunt. 

Liv, 
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verned by the multitude, than the multitude by them. 
It appears, that the fuffrages were repeated three fe- 
veral times. Perhaps that was in effect of the remon- 
ftrances of the Tribunes. The Tribes, however, ob- 
flinately perfifted in their opinion, and adjudged the 
territory in queftion to the Roman People. It is agreed, 
that it was their right, and ought to have been ad¬ 
judged fo, if the affair had been referred to the 
decifion of others, and the Romans had claimed 
it as parties. But their right to it did not diminifh 
the infamy of this fentence. It gave the Senate more 
concern, and appeared more iniquitous to them, than 
to the Aricini and Ardeates themfelves. We fhall 
fee in the fequel that they made amends for this fault 
in the only manner in their power. 


SECT. II. 

The 'Tribunes propofe two laws , which occafion great tu¬ 
mults : the one for permitting the Patrician and Plebeian 
families to intermarry •, the other for giving the Plebeians 
a fhare in the Confuljhip. Thofe marriages are permit¬ 
ted ; and it is agreed that Military Tribunes with Con- 
fular authority , injlead of Confuls , fhall be elebled , and 
Plebeians admitted into that office. Injlitution of Cen- 
fors. Functions of thofe magiflrates. Effebts and ad¬ 
vantages of the Cenforfhip. The Senate fend imme¬ 
diate aid to the Ardeates, attacked by the Vclfci: they 
afterwards make them entire amends for the injury done 
them by the fentence of the People. Great famine at 
Rome. It gives Sp. Mcelius room to entertain thoughts 
of making himfelf King. He is killed by Servilius Aha- 
la, majler of the horfe to the Diblator L. Sfu 'ntius 
Cincinnatus. 


\ 

M. Genucius. 
C. CuRTIUS. 


TTIOLENT tumults took place at Rome fron the 
* beginning of this year, occafioned by two new 
important Laws propofed by the Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple. 
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pie. By the firft, Canuleius, its author, demanded, 
that the Patricians and Plebeians Ihould be permitted 
to intermarry, which was exprefly prohibited by the 
Laws of the Twelve Tables : by the fecond, the Tri¬ 
bunes propofed that the Confuls Ihould be elected 
indifferently out of the Senate and People, whereas 
till then only Patricians had been admitted to exercife 
that office. 

It is eafy to judge how much thefe two demands 
alarmed the Senators. For which reafon they received 
with joy the news, that the Ardeates, in referttment-of 
the judgment given againfl them, had quitted the 
party of the Romans ; that the Veientes had ravaged 
lands in the dependance of Rome •, and that the Volfci 
and iEqui were making preparations for refuming 
their arms* becaufe a place called Verrugo had been 
fortified, which feemed intended to awe theiii < fo 
much did they prefer an unfortunate war to a lhame- 
ful peace. Upon thefe advices, which were much 
exaggerated, the Senate decreed, that the levies Ihould 
be made, and far greater preparations of war, if pof- 
fible, than the year before in the Confulfhip of Quin- 
tius. The view of the Senate, in thefe rumours of 
war, was to put a flop to the enterprizes of the Tri¬ 
bunes : but they did not fucceed in it. Canuleius de¬ 
clared in full Senate, that it was in vain for the Con¬ 
fuls to endeavour to impofe upon the People by their 
ufual terror of enemies ready to enter the country of 
Rome •, and that he would fooner lofe his life, than 
fuffer any troops to be levied, before the two laws in 
queftion were accepted. Thus a new open war was 
declared between the two Orders of the State : a war 
of great violence, and carried on on both fides with 
all pofiible animofitv. And indeed the fubjett of it 
was of the moft affecting and important nature. 

The Confuls laid, “ That the frantic violence of the 
Tribunes rofe fo high, as to be no longer fupportable. 
That the enemies without doors were nothing in com- 
parifon with thofe Rome had in her bofom. That for 
the reft, the evil was not fo much to be imputed to the 
C 2 People, 
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People, and their Tribunes, as to the Senate and 
Confuls. That what was confidered and rewarded in 
a city, always gained ground and increafed exceed¬ 
ingly : that citizens capable of ferving their country 
in peace and war, were formed in that manner. That 
great rewards were granted at Rome to l'edition, which 
always turned mightily to the advantage of thofe that 
excited it. That they might remember the Rate of 
grandeur and majefty in which they found the Senate 
when they firft entered it, and fee whether it could 
juRly be faid, that they would tranfmit its power aug¬ 
mented down to their children, as the People might 
with reafon boaft of having infinitely augmented theirs. 
That the fame evils would always take place, whilR 
fedition continually terminated with fuccefs, and the 
authors of it were laden with honours and rewards. 
That the Tribunes, by the two Laws they propofed, 
ftruck at the moft antient inftitutions, and the moft 
facred and venerable cuRoms, of the Commonwealth. 
That by the Law which regarded marriages, they in¬ 
troduced an impure mixture of blood, and a confu- 
fion of aufpices, as well public as private * •, fo that 
a child who fliould be born in fuch marriages, half 
Patrician and half Plebeian, in a kind of war with 
himfelf in effe6t of being fo compounded, would nei¬ 
ther know his condition, of what rank he was, from 
what family he defcended, nor the facrifices proper 
and perfonal to his Rate. That not content to con¬ 
found all rights human and divine in this manner, 
thefe diRurbers of the public tranquillity rofe in their 
pretenfions fo high as the Confullhip. That at firR 
they had talked of elefting only one of the Confuls 
out of the People : that now they demanded that both 
Riould be indifferently chofen out of the Senators and 
Plebeians ; in which cafe the People would not fail to 
nominate the moR feditious of their own Order : that 
in confequence they flrould have Canuleius, Icilius, 

# Ut, qui natus fit, ignoret cujus fanguinis, quorum facrorum fit; 
dimidius patrum lit, dimidius plebis, ne fecum quidem ipfe concors. 
Liv, # 

and 
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and the like, for Confuls. That they hoped the moft A.R. 3*° 

J J I Ant- O 

high Jupiter would never fuffer the majefty of the ' ’ 
Confulfhip to be fo grofsly degraded : and that as to 
them, they had rather die a thoufand deaths than con¬ 
cur to fo infamous a difgrace. 

“ Is there any thing,” faid they, “ more irrational 
“ and enormous than the conduct of the Tribunes ? 

“ They begin by exciting a war againft us with the 
“ neighbours, in fowing of difcord at home ; and 

then prohibit arming the citizens for their defence. 

“ They in a manner call in the enemy, and oppofe 
“ levying the troops to repulfe them. And dares 
“ Canuleius declare to us in open Senate, that if we 
“ do not receive his Laws, as from fome viftor, he 
“ will prevent the levies ? To talk in fuch terms, 

“ what is it but to threaten, that he will betray his 
“ country, and deliver it up to the enemy ? And in- 
“ deed, what remains for him to do, except to put 
“ himfelf at the head of the fEqui and Yolfci, and 
“ to attack the citadel and Capitol ? Let this author 
“ of difcord know, that the Confuls are determined 
“ to defend themfelves rather againft the guilt of their 
cc own citizens, than the arms of the enemy.” 

In this manner people talked in the Senate; and the 
reader muft believe, that the Tribunes were not filent 
oh their fide. Canuleius explained himfelf in the af- 
fembly as follows. “ Romans, I have already often 
“ obferved, how much the Senators defpife you, and 
“ how unworthy they think you of living within the 
“ walls of the fame city with them : but I never per- 
“ ceived it more manifeftly than this day, in the vio- 
“ lence and fury with which they rife up againft our 
14 laws. And notwithftanding, what do we pretend 
“ to by thefe Laws, unlefs to make them fenfible that 
“ we are their fellow-citizens, and that if we have * 

“ not the fame fortunes as they, we however are in- 
“ habitants of the fame country ? By one of thefe 
“ Laws we demand the liberty of marriage between 
“ the two Orders. Now Marriage is often granted 
“ to neighbours, and even ftrangers. Rome does 

C 3 “ more, 


M. GENUCIUS, C. CURTIUS, Confuls. 

“ more, in conferring the freedom of the city upon 
“ conquered enemies, a thing undoubtedly far more 
“ confiderable than marriage. By the other Law we 
“ propofe nothing new: we only claim, what has in 
“ all times been the right of the Roman People, that 
“ is, to confer honours upon whomfoever they think 
“ worthy of them. "What is there then in all this, 
“ that deferves fo much noife and uproar from the Se- 
“ nators; that they are almofl ready to fall upon m e 
“ with violence in their houfe •, that they threaten not 
“ to fpare our perfons, and to violate the power of the 
** Tribunes, all facred as it is ? 

“ How ! If the Roman People be left at liberty to 
“ confer the Confulfhip by their fuffrages on whom 
“ they think fit; if the Plebeians are not deprived of 
“ the hope of attaining the firft office in the ftate, in 
“ cafe they are judged worthy of it, will it not be 
“ poffible for this Hate to fubfift ? will its dominion 
“ be at an end ? And to demand that a Plebeian may 
“ be eledted Conful, is it the fame thing as to defire 

to give that office to a flave or a freedman ? Do you 
“ perceive, Romans, in what contempt you are ? 
“ They would deprive you of part of this light of 
“ heaven, if they could. It is with pain they fuffer 
“ you to breathe the fame air with them, that you 

45 have the ufe of lpeech, and the form of men. If 

we believe them, it were a crime, an enormous 

“ crime, to eledt a Plebeian Conful. Though we are 
“ not admitted to infpedt the Fafti, and the Annals 
“ of the Pontiffs, do we not know, what every ftran- 

46 ger knows, that the Confuls fucceeded the Kings in 
“ their office, and that they have no power nor pre- 
“ eminence, but what the latter had before them ? 
“ And do you believe. Patricians, we never heard 
“ that Numa Pompilius was fent for from his farm in 
“ the country by order of the People and Senate, to 
“ afcend the throne, and that he was neither a Patri- 
“ cian, nor a Roman citizen ? That L. Tarquinius 
•“ afterwards, who not only was neither of Roman, 

nor even of Italian, extraction, the fon of Dema- 

** rattis 
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“ ratus of Corinth, and of Tarquinii, where his fa-A.R. 3 io» 
“ ther had fettled, was made King in the life-time of 
“ Ancus’s children ? That after him Servius Tullius, 

“ the fon of a Have, attained the fovereignty by his 
“ excellent qualities and extraordinary merit ? Why 
“ fhould I mention T. Tatius the Sabine, whom Ro- 
« mulus, the founder of our city, thought fit to afio- 
“ ciate with himfelf in the government ? We fee then 
“ that as long as regard has been had at Rome to me- 
“ ric of whatfoever extraction, its dominions have 
“ been enlarged, and its power augmented. 

“ Do you blufh now to have a Plebeian Conful, 

<c after our anceftors have not refufed to have ftrangers 
“ for their Kings, and have efleemed and rewarded 
“ merit in them, fince the extinction of the Sove- 
“ reignty ? For fince then we have received the family 
“ of the Claudii amongft us, and not only conferred 
“ the freedom of the city upon them, but admitted 
“ them into the Order of Patricians. A ftranger 
“ may become a Patrician, and afterwards Conful: 

“ and fhall a Roman citizen be excluded the Conful- 
“ fhip, folely becaufe he is born a Plebeian ? Do we 
“ believe then, that it is impoflible for the People to 
“ produce a man of merit and courage, qualified for 
“ the employments of peace and war, and one re- 
“ fembling Numa, Tarquin, and Servius, in his at- 
“ tributes ? And if one of this character fhould hap- 
“ pen to arife, fhall we never fuffer the helm of ftate 
“ to be put into his hands ? and fhall we chufe to 
“ have men for Confuls, like the Decemvirs, the moft 
“ wicked of mortals, and all of them Patricians, ' 
tc rather than perfons that refemble the beft of our 
“ Kings, whofe births were noc illuftrious ? 

“ But, perhaps, fomebody will objeft, that no 
“ Plebeian has been Conful fince the expulfion of the 
“ Kings. And what is to be inferred from thence ? 

** Are we never to think of any new inftitution ? 

“ How many have been made fince the commonwealth 
“ fubfifted ? Who can imagine, in a city which is to 
“ endure for ever, and to augment to infinity, but 

C 4 “ that 
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that new offices, priefthoods, cuftoms, and laws, 
will be frequently inftituted P 
“ The law itfelf which prohibits the intermarriage 
of the Patricians with the Plebeians, were they not 
the Decemvirs who paffed it fome few years fince, 
to the great prejudice of the public, and the dif- 
grace of the People ? Is there any thing in effedt 
more injurious or more contemptuous, than to de-, 
ciare one part of the city unworthy of allying itfelf 
with the other in marriage, as if it were polluted 
and profane ? Is it not in fome meafure to be ex¬ 
cluded, and to fuffer a kind of banilhment even 
within the walls of the city, to be incapable of con- 
tradling either alliance or affinity in it ? 

“ If you are convinced, that to mingle your blood 
with that of the Plebeians, would be a Itain to your 
nobility, why do you not take wife but fecret mea- 
fures to preferve its pretended purity, by neither 
chufing wives yourfelves amongft us, nor permitting 
your daughters and fillers to marry with any but 
Patricians ? No Plebeian will offer violence to a 
Patrician virgin : that would be invading the pecu¬ 
liar privilege of the Patricians. Nobody will ever 
force you to contradl fuch alliances. But to forbid 
them by a law, and prohibit marriages between 
the Senators and People, this is what we hold inju¬ 
rious to us. You might pafs the fame interdidlion 
in refpedt to the rich and poor. Why don’t you 
alfo forbid the Plebeians to live in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Patricians, to walk in the fame ftreets, 
to eat at the fame table, or to be prefent in the 
Forum, and in the fame affemblies with them ? 

“ But to be brief, do you believe yourfelves lords 
and mailers, and that you have a fupreme authority 
her^ ? When the Kings were expelled, was it to 
give you abfolute dominion, or to procure the com¬ 
mon and equal liberty of all ? Are the People to 
be fuffered to pafs a law, if they think it ufeful and 
neceffary ? or, as foon as they propofe it, have you 
a right, in order to punifh them, to decree levies ? 

“ and 


M. GENUCIUS, C. CURTIUS, Confute 25 

“ and as foon as I the Tribune begin to call upon the A.r. 310. 
« Tribes to give their fuffrages, ihall you the Conful A ^"Jr* 
“ immediately oblige the youth to take the military 
“ oath, and march them to the camp, menacing both 
“ Tribune and People? I declare, Confuls, that the 
« People Ihall be ready to take arms againft the ene- 
“ my, of whom you tell us, whether real or fuppofed, 

“ if, in the firft place, you confent, that the Patricians 
“ and Plebeians fhall for the future make but one 
“ and the fame People by the ties of marriage and 
“ mutual affinity 3 and in the fecond place, if the en- 
“ trance to honours be open to all perfons of merit 

and valour 3 in order that the annual magiftracy, 

“ veiling thus indifferently in the two orders of the 
“ Hate, may fhew, that they are equally called upon 
“ to command and obey, in which true liberty con- 
st fills. But if thefe two laws are oppofed, talk as 
“ long as you will of wars, multiply the forces of the 
“ enemy, exaggerate the danger as if already at our 
“ door, not a man Ihall enter for the fervice, not a 
“ man Ihall take arms, nor fight for haughty mailers, 

“ who difdain to affociate themfelves with us in pub- 
“ lie by honours, and in private by marriages.?’ 

It is eafy to judge, that this difeourfe did not con¬ 
vince the Patricians. The fame refillance fubfilled 
on their fide, and the fame warmth on that of the 
multitude. They had at their head a Tribune of 
great vigour and conftancy, incapable of fuffering 
himfelf either to be intimidated or difconcerted by 
threats, and refolved to purfue his point, to the ut- 
moll. They were no lefs obllinately determined than 
him not to give way 3 for in this difpute, the warmell 
and molt affedting interells they had ever contelled, 
were in quellion. 

The Senate, in fo delicate a conjuncture, judging 
condefcenfion neceffary, gave their confent to the law 
concerning marriages, in hopes that the Tribunes, 
contented with carrying that point, would either re¬ 
nounce their demand of Plebeian Confuls, or at leall 

pollpone 
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A.R.310. poftpone it till after the war; and in the mean time 
Ant. G. t j iat t key would agree to the levies. 

They were miftaken. The other Tribunes, feeing 
that the, victory which their collegue Canuleius had 
lately gained over the Patricians, did him great ho¬ 
nour, and gave him infinite credit with the People, 
piqued themfelves on their fide upon acquiring equal 
glory, refolved to carry the fecond law alfo by dint of 
application, and fwore upon their faith, which was the 
greateft oath they had among!! them, not to defift 
from their refolution, even though fome of their body 
fhould fuffer themfelves to be iwayed by the Senate 
in the affair. The report of the war increafed every 
day, and their refiftance to the levies in proportion. 
As the oppofition of the Tribunes prevented any thing 
from being concluded in the Senate, the Confuls held 
particular affemblies in their houfes, to which the prin¬ 
cipal Senators were invited. Things were now come 
to fuch extremities, as made it evident, that they muft 
either yield the victory to the enemy, or the People. 
Valerius and Horatius were the two only perfons of 
Confular dignity, who were not prefent at thefe affem- 
blies ; their too declared zeal for the People having 
rendered them fufpedted, if not odious. Claudius’s 
advice armed the hands of the Confuls againft the 
Tribunes. The Senators of greater age and wifdom, 
not being able to bear the mention of blood and 
{laughter, oor to confent to laying violent hands on 
the Tribunes, whofe perfons were declared facred by 
the agreement made with the People, inclined to 
gentler methods. The advice of the latter was follow¬ 
ed, and. after a long deliberation, wherein various ex¬ 
pedients were propofed for extricating affairs out of 
their prefent dangerous fituation, they fell upon one 
at laft, to the fatisfaction of both parties: this was, 
inftead of Confuls, to create three military Tribunes 
with the fame authority, to be chofen indifferently out 
of the Patricians and People. 

An affembly for that election was accordingly call¬ 
ed ; and never had the Plebeians been fo ardent be¬ 
fore 
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tore in making intereft. Thofe who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves moft either in fpeaking or adbing, ran on 
all Tides of the Forum, dreft in the whiteft robes, to 
follicit voices. On feeing them fo adtive and eager, 
the Patricians, who were fenfible how much the Peo¬ 
ple were difcontented and enraged, at firft delpaired 
of being able to attain any of the three offices they 
were going to confer. And in cafe they could have 
carried any one of them, it had been an infinite mor¬ 
tification to them, to reflect upon their being affociat- 
ed with fuch perfons as the People were going to chufe, 
the declared enemies of the Senate and of the public 
good. Difcouraged by all thefe confiderations, they 
were determined not to ftand for that office : but the 
elder Senators obliged them to offer themfelves, that 
they might not feem to abandon their country entirely, 
and renounce their part in the government. 

The refult of this affembly ffiewed, that there is a 
great difference between a people in the heat and fury 
of difputes affecting their liberty and glory, and when 
they adt in cool blood, and without paffion, after thofe 
difputes are over. The People, contented that regard 
had been had to their demand, created none but Pa¬ 
tricians Military Tribunes. “ Where fhall we now 
“ find, cries I.ivy, fuch moderation, equity, and 
“ greatnefs of foul, in a private perfon, as were then 
“ the charadter of the whole People : Hanc modejlium, 
“ aquitatem, & altitudimm animi , ubi nunc in uno in - 
“ veneris, qua tunc populi univerfi fuit ?” 

The * three hundred and tenth year from the foun¬ 
dation of Rome, Military Tribunes were eledted for 
the firft time in the room of Confuls ; and A. Sem- 
pronius Atratinus, L. Atilius, and T. Clcelius, were 
chofen. 

* Dodwell believes, that the Military Tribunes entered upon office 
at the end of the year 310, but that they did not aft, properly fpeak¬ 
ing, till 311. As I follow him entirely in his chronology, I conform 
here to his manner of reckoning, though it appears to depart a little 
from that of Livy, who does not dillinguiih the year in which thema r 
filtrates entered upon office, from that wherein they exercife it. 
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A. Sempronius. 

L. Atilius. 

T. Cloelius. * 

Thefe Military Tribunes abdicated their office three 
months after they had entered upon it, becaufe fome 
efiential formality had been omitted in their election. 
They were fucceededby Confuls •, which the Tribunes 
of the People did not oppofe, becaufe they judged 
the election of Confuls lefs difhonourable to them, than 
the chufing Military Tribunes again out of the Pa¬ 
trician order, which would certainly have happened. 

L. Papirius Mugilanus. 

L. Sempronius Atratinus. 

Nothing confiderable paffed during their Conful- 
Ihip. 

M. Geganius Macerinus II. 

T. Quintius Capitoeinus IV. 

Under thefe Confuls a new office was inftituted, 
which afterwards became very confiderable. 

As the fpirit of conqueft was the prevailing cha¬ 
racter of the Roman People, King Servius, to have 
an allured refource both of men and revenues, had or¬ 
dained, that a mutter of all the Roman citizens Ihould 
be made every fifth year, with an exact eftimate of 
every individual’s eftate. By this mutter and valua¬ 
tion, the Prince, or magiftrate, knew almoft inftan- 
taneoufly what number of inhabitants capable of bear¬ 
ing arms Rome had, and the amount of their contri¬ 
bution. 

The Confuls of the preceding years having been 
continually employed either in war again!! the neigh¬ 
bouring people, or in oppofing the enterprizes of 
the Tribunes, this, account of perfons and eftates 
had been omitted. As this cuftom had been in¬ 
terrupted for feventeen years, from the Confullhip 
ofL. Cornelius and Q^Fabius, only fuch as had be¬ 
fore been muttered were known, and they were the 
only perfons that ferved in the armies, whilft many of 
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free condition ( libertini ) who had not been regiftered, 3 , 1 * 
changed their abode according to their fancy, and jri 
lived in a ftate of independance. 

To obviate this inconvenience for the future, it was 
judged proper to difcharge the Confuls of that care, 
which obliged them to defcend to a detail ill-fuiting 
the Confular dignity. The inftitution of a new ma- 
giftracy for difcharging this function, of fmall con- 
fideration till then, was conceived neceffary. As con¬ 
temptible as it appeared, the Senate did not refufe to 
accept it, whether they were well fatisfied to increafe 
the number of Patrician officers, or forefaw that this 
would acquire great extent, and become very im¬ 
portant. The Tribunes, on their fide, confidering 
this charge as more neceffary than honourable, con¬ 
ceived no thoughts of contefting it with the Senate, nor 
of demanding, that the Plebeians Ihould be admitted 
into it, in order to avoid appearing to oppofe the Pa¬ 
tricians improperly in every thing, even to the moil 
minute. Papirius and Sempronius were the two firft 
perfons elefted into this office. Thofe magiftrates 
were called Cenfors, becaufe they prefided at the 
Cenfus, the mufter of the People, and the valuation 
of their fortunes. 

Here ends what has come down to us of the hiftory 
of Dionyfius Balicarnaffenfis. We cannot regret too 
much the books that are wanting, which continued the 
Roman affairs down to the beginning of the firft Pu¬ 
nic war. 

What the Senate had forefeen in refpect to the 
Cenforffiip, attually came to pafs in procefs of time, 
ft This office, fo Email in its beginning, became one 
of the moft confiderable in the ftate. The curule 
chair, purple robe, and almoft all the fplendor of the 
Confullhip, excepting Libtors, were the leaft advan- 

t Hie annus cenfuras initium fuit, rei a parva origine ortae 5. quae 
deinde tanto incremento au£la eft, ut morum difeiplineeque Romans 
penes earn regimen, Senatus equitumque centurias, decoris decorifque 
diferimen fub ditione ejus magiftratus, publicorum privatorumque lo- 
corum, ve&igalia populi Romani, fub nutu atque arbitrio eflent. Liv. 

1. 4. c. 2 . 

tages 
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A.R. 31*. tages of the Cenforfhip. The mufter of the citizens, 
C ’ which was at firft its foie employment, was foon fol¬ 
lowed by more honourable and important fun&ions. 
The fupport of manners and difcipline was confided 
to them, and in confequence the right of punilhing 
the Senators, Knights, and common citizens, by a 
fhameful degradation. They were charged with all 
that related to the maintenance and repairs of the pub¬ 
lic buildings facred and profane, the highways, aque- 
dufts, and other things of the like nature. And laft- 
ly, they had the adminiftration of the revenues of the 
Commonwealth. They granted the leafes to the far¬ 
mers of the taxes, called Publicans, and adjudged all 
dilputes that arofe upon that head. As all the functions 
of the Cenforfhip are part of the Roman hiftory, and 
they will often be mentioned, I thought it neceffary to 
give the reader fome idea of them in this place. 

Summary defcription of the functions of the Cenforfhip. 

The Cenfus, or mufter of the People, and valua¬ 
tion of their eftates, which terminated with a cere¬ 
mony called Luftrum, for reafons which fhall be re¬ 
lated in their place, was the principal function of the 
Cenfors. The Cenfus had been eftablifhed by Ser- 
Val. Max. y i us Tullius the fixth King of Rome. . That Prince 
l. 3- c. 4. took the Cenfus four times during his reign : but no¬ 
thing is known of any of them befides the firft. Tar- 
quin the Proud, the enemy of all good, and of Ser- 
vius’s memory, neglected this ufeful inftitution. After 
the expulfion of the Kings, the Confuls were charged 
with this care, till the eftablifhment of Cenfors. There 
had been ten Cenfus, or Luftra, before the firft taken 
by the Cenfors, which was the eleventh. I lhallgive 
an abridged table of them in this place, which will 
fhew the condition and forces of the Roman People 
to the time of which we are now fpeaking. 


Luftra 
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Lujlra. 

Ift Luftrum by 
Servius Tullius, 
lid Luftrum. 
Illd Luftrum. 
IVth Luftrum. 
Vth Luftrum. 
Vlth Luftrum. 
Vllth Luftrum. 
VUIth Luftrum. 
IXth Luftrum. 
Xth Luftrum. 
Xlth Luftrum. 


Number of 
the citizens . 

80000 

or 

8497«> 


I3OOOO 
I5OOOO 
I IOOOO 
103000 
134214 
I32 0 49 


Tears of 
Rome . 


24 6 

2 k 6 

261 

280 

289 

2 95 
3x2 


A. R.312. 
Ant- C. 


440. 

Liv. 1. 44. 
Dionyf. 

1. 5 . P 2t S . 
Dionyf. 

1.5. p- 293. 
Id.p. 33S* 
Id. I. 6. 


p. 416. 
Id. 1. 9. 


P* 594- 
Liv. L 3* 
c. 3. 

Liv. 1. 3* 


c. 24. 
Diony£ 
1. ir. 

P* 737* 


We have related the firft inftitution of the Cenfors. Liv. 1.6. 
Thofe magiftrates, as we have faid before, were chofen c ' 
out of the Patricians, and the moft illuftrious of that 
Order. For they did not obtain the Cenlbrlhip till 
after they had been Confuls. They retained the foie 
poffeffion of that office, till the 416th year of Rome, 
when the Dictator Publilius Philo paired a law by 
which it was ordained that one of the two Cenfors 
fhould be elefted out of the People. And in the Epitome 
year of Rome 621, they were both chofen out of the 59 ‘ 
Plebeians. From thenceforth, they were nominated 
indifferently out of both Orders. 

The duration of this office, at its firft inftitution, 
was five years, at the end of which the Cenfus w as A R 
taken. Before ten years were elapfed, the Dictator L ;’ v .i.4. 
Mamercus iEmilius reduced it to eighteen months, c. 34. 
Thus, regularly, Rome was without Cenfors three 
years and an half: for the Luftrum was not perform¬ 
ed till the end of the fifth year. But this order was 
often interrupted, either by wars abroad, or domeftic 
divifions and other particular reafons. Sometimes 
five years expired without any Cenfors being created. 

On other occafions Cenfors were created more than 
once during the fpace of a Luftrum, if thofe who had 

been 


3 2 

A* R.312. 
Ant. C. 

. 44 ° * 
Liv. 1. 5. 
c. 31. Sc 
1.9. c. 34- 


Dionyf. 
1.4. p. 221. 
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been firft chofen had not been able to complete the 
Cenfus. 

Rome was fuperftitious to excefs. As the, city had 
been taken by the Gauls in the year that M. Corne¬ 
lius had been fubftituted in the room of one of the 
Cenfors who had died in that office, it was ordained 
that in the like cafe no fucceffor fhould be appointed 
in the room of one defund, and that his collegue 
fhould diveft himfelf of his charge. 

The Cenfus was taken in the (i) Forum. All the 
citizens capable of bearing arms, that is to fay, of 
feventeen years of age and upwards, caufed their 
names, ages, incomes, places of abode, with the names 
and ages of their fathers and mothers, wives, children',, 
freedmen, and Haves, to be inferted in the public re- 
gifters. They took an oath not to depart from truth 
in declaring their fortunes 3 and nobody was ever known 
to have perjured himfelf on this occafion. Heavy 
penalties were laid upon fuch as omitted to regifter 
themfelves, as confifcation of their eftates, and lofs of 
liberty 3 which was long pradifed in the Common¬ 
wealth. Thofe who were abfent gave in their names 
and eftates by proxy. " - . - 

The Cenfors had power to fix the value- of the 
eftates of individuals, and in confequence to impofe 
a greater or lefs tax upon them, becaufe it was by the 
eftimates taken by the Cenfors that the payment of 
taxes was regulated. 

In the early times every one. regiftered himfelf in 
his Clafs and Century: and afterwards in his Tribe, 
when the thirty-five Tribes were formed. 

When Rome had extended her cdnquefts, and 
founded many colonics, .or given the freedom of the 
city to many of her neighbours, the fundions of the 
Cenfors had more extent. Officers, who were alfo call¬ 
ed Cenfors in thofe colonies, and municipal cities, gave 

(1) It was taken anciently in the Forum ; but afterwards in the 
Villa Publica, the houfe for the reception and entertainment of am- 
baffadors in the Campus Martius. 
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the Cenfors of Rome an account of the condition of 
thofe cities, of the number of their inhabitants, and 440 . * 
of their riches •, and their reports were regiftered in 
the books of the Cenfors. 

At Rome tire Cenfus began by the Senators and 
Patricians, went on to the Knights, and concluded 
with the People. 

One of the two Cenfors, to whom that funfHon 
fell by lot, prepared the lift of the Senators, and read 
it publickly with a loud voice. It was a great honour 
to be nam§d the firft, and to be placed at the head of 
all the reft: the perfon diftinguifhed in this manner 
was called PriHceps Senates, Principal Senator. He 
prefided in the affemblies of the Senate. This dig¬ 
nity was not for life, and probably was conferred 
every new Cenforftiip. It might either be continued, 
or granted at- different times. Scipio Africanus the 
elder was nominated Prince of the Senate three times, 
and the Great Pontiff M.‘ iEmilius Lepidus fix. It 
was the ufual cuftom to nominate the fenior Cenfor Llv - '■ 2 7 * 
living Prince of the Senate. The Cdifor P. Sempro- a . r . 543. 
nius Tuditanus was the firft that changed this cuftom, Ant-c. 
in nominating Fabius Maximus, notwithftanding 2 ° 9 ' 
his collegue’s oppofition, who was for conferring that 
honour upon T. Manlius Torquatus, becaufe he had 
been Cenfor before Fabius. And the laudable cuftom 
afterwards took place, of having more regard to merit, 
than feniority, in this choice. 

The Cenfor, after having declared the Prince of 
the Senate in this manner, named the reft of the Se¬ 
nators in their order. 

They then proceeded to the JVTufter of the Knights, 
of whom the firft-named was called Princeps Equitum : 
but that diftin&ion was little regarded. All the Knights 
paffed in review before the Cenfors, leading their 
horfes by the bridle, and dreffed in the robe called 
Trabea. ' 

And laftly, the names of the People were called 
over, each in his Clafs, or Tribe. 

Vol. II. D 


It 


34 

A. R. 312 
Ant. C. 
44 - 0 . 


Strab. 1 . 5. 
p.220. 
Aul. GeU. 
1.16. c. 13. 
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It was in this ceremony that the Cenfors publickly 
inflidled punifhments upon fuch of the citizens as had 
given any confiderable caufe of complaint in refpedt 
to their manners and conduit. 

As to the Senators, it fufficed to omit their names 
in reading over the Lift: from whenceforth they were 
deemed fallen from the dignity of Senator. 

The Knights were punifhed by having the horfe, 
with which they were fupplied by the public, and 
which was the mark of the Equeftrian dignity, 
and the ring, that afterwards became fo, taken from 
them. 

The Plebeians were removed from a more honour¬ 
able Tribe into another lefs confiderable, as either 
from one of the Ruftic Tribes into another of the 
fame kind, but inferior; or into one of the four 
Tribes of the city which were in great contempt: and 
this is what was called Tribu rn.vsri. This was the 
firft and moft gentle degree of punifhment. The 
fecond was to be deprived of the right of fuffrage : 
in Caritum tabulas referri. The inhabitants of Caere, 
for having given refuge to the Priefts and facred 
things, when the Gauls were upon the point of enter¬ 
ing Rome, had been rewarded with the freedom of 
the city, but without the privilege of voting. By this 
fecond degree of punifhment, the Roman citizens were 
reduced to the condition of the Cjerites. The third 
and laft deprived them, not only of the right of fuff¬ 
rage, but of carrying arms and ferving in the field, 
and left them no mark of a citizen, except the necef- 
fity of paying their fhare of the taxes: which was 
called ararium fieri. 

The Senators and Knights werejometimes condemn¬ 
ed to fuffer thefe three kinds of punifhment. 

As prejudice might take place in the Cenfors judg¬ 
ments, the * Laws had wifely provided different re¬ 
medies againft the abufe of an exceffive authority, the 
unjuft rigours of which fometimes required to be 

* Cenforii ftyli mucronem multis remediis majores noftri retuderunt. 
Csc. pio Cluent. n. 123. 

checked. 
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checked. The degraded citizens might be reinftated 3 p* 
by his collegue, or the fucceeding Cenfors, either by ' 

juftifying themfelves before the Senate or People. 

Hiftory fupplies us with a multitude of thefe kinds 
of punilliments legally inflifted, of which I Ihall re¬ 
peat fome of the moll remarkable in this place. 

The Cenfors Scipio Nafica & M. Popilius, in re- Aul. Cell, 
viewing the Knights, perceived an horfe poor and in *• 4 - c - *°* 
a bad condition, whofe mailer was fat, and of a fur- 
prizingly florid complexion. “ How comes it to pafs, 

“ faid they to him, that there is fo great a difference 
“ between you and your horfe ?” “ It is, replied the 

“ Knight, becaufe I take care of me, and my fervant 
“ of my horfe.” The anfwer was thought too bold, 
and was really fo. His negligence, joined with his want 
of refpect, was punilhed. by an entire degradation, 
which left him no other right of a citizen, but that of 
paying taxes > in ararios relatus eft. 

Cato, furnamed the Cenfor from his feverity in the Cic. de 
exercife of that office, expelled L. Quintius Flamininus Seneft - 
from the Senate, for having caufed a criminal to be Liv.Y 39. 
executed at an entertainment whillt Conful, to give a c - v-> 43- 
courtezan the inhuman pleafure of feeing a man die. 
According to Livy, the fa£t was far more horrid. 

In the Cenforfhip, of which we have fpoke above, Ib - '• -7* 
wherein Fabius was nominated Prince of the Senate, c ‘"* 
the names of eight Senators were omitted, of which 
number was L. Ctecilius Metellus, who had propofed 
the infamous and criminal advice of abandoning Italy 
after the unfortunate battle of Cannae. 

The Cenfor Fabricius Lufcinus left Cornelius Ru-Vat. Max. 
finus, who had been twice Conful and once Didlator, 
out of the lift of the Senators, for having ten pounds 
of filver plate; perfuaded, that fuch an example might 
be fatal to the State, by introducing luxury into it. 

* Happy age, faid Cato of Utica, in which a little 
fdver plate was confidered as a dangerous luxury, that 
merited the corre< 5 lion of the Cenfor ! 

* LaudaMt Cato feculum lllud in quo cenforium crimeh ©rat paucse 
argenti lamellae. Senec. d'e vit. beat. c. ai* 
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A.R. 31 ** Other Cenfors excluded Duronius from the Senate, 
A 44 <j. C * becaufe, whilft he was Tribune of the People, he had 
oppofed a law that prefcribed very narrow limits to the 
expences of the table. The Hiftorian, toffiew all the 
injuftice and unworthinefs of the Tribune’s conduit, 
f makes him mount the Tribunal for harangues, and 
puts this difcourfe into his mouth. “ Romans, a curb 
« is given to your defires, an infupportable yoke is 
« impofed upon you. There is a law propofed, for 
“ obliging you to live with frugality. But the Gods 
“ forbid that we fhould fubmit to it. I therefore 
“ prohibit an ordinance, that favours of the ruft and 
“ grofinefs of antient times. For what fignifies liber- 
“ ty, if we are not permitted to ruin ourfelves by 
“ luxury if we think fit?” Such difcourfe would 
appear ridiculous and fenfelefs: is the reality lefs fo ? 
Yet they muft think in this manner who authorize 
luxury. 

This necefiity of appearing at certain times before 
the tribunal of the Cenfors, to give an account of their 
conduct, impofed univerfally on all the citizens, and 
from which neither birth, fervices rendered the ftate, 
nor the moft important offices previoufly exercifed, as 
thofe of Conful and Dictator, exempted any one, muft 
have been a powerful check upon licentioufnefs and 
diforder. So falutary a dread was the fupport of the 
Laws, the tie of concord, and in a manner the guar¬ 
dian of decency, modefty, juftice, and integrity of 
manners in general. 

There are, fays a modern author *, bad examples, 
which are more pernicious even than crimes, and more 
States have been ruined by corrupting their manners, 
than violating their laws. At Rome, whatever might 

■J- Quam impudenter Duronius Roftra confcendit, ilia di&urus ! 
Frsnilunt inje&i, Quirites, nullo modo perpetiendi: alligati & con- 
ftri&i eftis amaro vinculo fervitutis. Lex enim lata eft, quse vos elle 
frugi jubet. Abrogamus igitur iftud horridae vetuftatis rubigine ob- 
jfitum imperium. Etenim quid opus libertate, li volentibus luxu 
perire non licet ? Val. Max. 1 . a. c. 9. 

* The author of Confiderations upon the caufes of the greatnefs and 
declenfion of the Romans# .. ^ 

introduce^ 
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introduce dangerous innovations, change the fentiments A.R. 311 
or inclinations of the good citizen, and prevent, if A ^, C ’ 
I may ufe the expreffion, their perpetuity 3 in a 
word, all diforders of a public or private nature, were 
reformed by the Cenfors. This reflection feemed very 
folid to me. 

If luxury and avarice, the ufual caufes of the ruin 
of States, were introduced fo late at Rome -, if pover¬ 
ty, frugality, fimplicity, and moderation in the table, 
buildings, furniture and equipage, were fo long in 
honour there, I doubt not but fo extraordinary a fe¬ 
licity ought principally to be afcribed to the inexorable 
feverity of certain Cenfors, rigidly attached to the an¬ 
cient manners of their country, from which they well 
knew how important it was not to depart. When we 
fee a Roman, who has palled through all the great 
offices of the State, degraded from his dignity of Se¬ 
nator for having a little more filver plate than others, 
we are naturally inclined to tax fuch a fentence with 
exceffive and extravagant rigour. But we ffiould re¬ 
member that the Cenfor, who pafled this fentence, 
was the celebrated Fabricius. Thofe great men, who 
were totally devoted to the good of tire public, and 
by a wife forefight extended their views to remote 
ages, believed it their duty by exemplary puniffiments 
to put a flop to the abufes which they faw rife up in 
their own times, and of which they forefaw all the per¬ 
nicious and fatal effects. They knew, that thefe a- 
bufes, whiqh it is eafy to reform in their birth, but 
which, by the negligence of magiftrates and long im¬ 
punity, foon become too ftrong for all laws, draw in 
and infeCt a whole nation with incredible rapidity, 

Now when things are gone fo far, and * what were 
before vices and diforders, are become the manners 
of a ftate, it is in vain to hope for remedies ; for none 
there are. 

* Deflnit efle remedio locus, ubi, fuerant vitia, mores funt. 

Senec. Epift. 39. 
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A.R.^ii. When -j* Cicero accufed Verres, the Judges were 
C ’ f° univerfally infamous at Rome for their avarice and 
other vices, that the People themfelves, whatfoever 
averfion they had always expreffed for the Cenforlhip, 
ardently defired that office, which had been laid afide 
for fome time, might be re-eftablifhed, believing it 
the only remedy that could be found for the diforders • 
which prevailed in the adminiftration of juftice. And 
it was actually re-inftated the fame year by the Confuls 
Pompey and Craffus. 

The aufterity of the Cenforlhip produced at Rome 
the fame effedt in refpedt to manners, as the feverity 
of the military difcipline did in the armies in refpeft 
to fupporting Subordination and obedience. And thefe 
were the two principal caufes of the Roman greatnefs 
and power. * And indeed, of what ufe is courage a- 
broad, if depravity and corruption reign at home ? 
Whatever victories are gained, whatever provinces are 
fubje< 5 ted, if purity of manners do not prevail in the 
different orders of a ftate, if the adminiftration of juf¬ 
tice, and the power of the government, be not found¬ 
ed upon invariable equity and a fincere. love of the 
public good, however powerful an empire may be, it 
cannot fubfift long. It is a Pagan that talks thus 
upon occafion of the great advantages confequential of 
the Cenforfhip at Rome. We have often J obferved, 
that the fandtity of oaths was no where fo much re- 
fpedted as at Rome^ This was, as Cicero remarks, 
becaufe no crimes were fo feverely punifhed by the 
Cenfors, as breach of faith and contempt of oaths. 

+ Judicum culpa atque dedecore, etiam Cenforium nomen, quod 
afperius antea pppulo videri folebat, id nunc pofcitur j jam populare 
atqueplaulibile fa&um'eft. Cic. in'Verr. n. 8. 

* Quid enim prodeil foris effe ftrenuum, fi domo male vivitur ? Ex- 
pugnentur urbes, corripiantur gentes, regnis injiciantur manus, nil; 
loro Sc curias officium ac verecundia" fuaconftiterit, partarum rerum 
icquatus ccelo cumulus fedem flabilem fion liabebit. Val, Max. 1 . z, 
c- 9 - 

t Nullum vinculum ad aftringendam fidem jurejurando ar&ius ma* 
jores efle voluerunt.—Id indicant notationes animadverlionefque Cen-, 
forum, qui nulJa de re diligentius, cjujun de jurejurando, judicabant. 
OiHc. L 3. c. hi, ' ' ‘ 
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The Cenfus concluded with a religious ceremony A. R. 31?. 
in the field ofMars. The whole People were prefent A ^ c * 
at it. A fow, a Iheep, or ram, and a bull, were of¬ 
fered as a facrifice, which from thence was called Suo- 
vetaurilia, and according to others, Solitaurilia. This 
clofing of the Cenfus was called Luftrum, and the ex- 
preffion Luflrum condere occurs frequently in authors. 

Varro derives this word from luo, which fignifies to 
pay; becaufe the tax which had been impofed by the 
Cenfors, whofe office continued five years at their firft 
inftitution, was paid at the beginning of every fifth 5 

year. From whence the word luftrum in Latin figni¬ 
fies the fpace of five years. 

I have dwelt a little on what relates to the Cenfus, 
becaufe it will be often mentioned in our hiftory, and 
was the principal function of the Cenfors, and fhall 
touch flightly upon the reft. 

They had the care of caufing the temples, high¬ 
ways, bridges, aqueducts, and all public buildings, 
to be erected and kept in good condition ; and to fee 
that neceffary and timely repairs were made, which 
was called, Sarta teffa exigere, fart a tetta tueri. We L ' 1 V - 44 - 
find that in the 583d year of Rome, the Senate made c ‘ l6 ' 
the Quaeflors pay half the taxes of the year into the 
hands of the Cenfors, to be employed in different 
public buildings. The Bafilica, which Sempronius 
caufed to be erefted at that time, was called Sempro- 
nia from his name, as that of Cato was before, Porcia. “ 39 * 
The publie buildings, and great halls with porticos, 
where the Senate alfembled, juftice was administered, 
the Civilians anfwered consultations, and the mer¬ 
chants and bankers tranfa&ed their affairs, were called 
Bafilicae. ' - 

One important function alfo of the Cenfors was to 
confign the public revenues to tax-farmers, called for 
that reafon Publicani. Thefe * farms could not be 
configned, but in the prefence of the Roman People. 


* Cenforibus ve&igalia loca*re nifi in confpe&u populi Romani non 
licet, 1 in Roll. I.7, 
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T ^ a PP ears t ^ iat when the leafes were let by them at 
” 4 ' 0 _' too high a rate, the farmers had recourfe to the Se¬ 
nate, who fometimes ordered them to be put up a- 
gain ; which happened in Cato’s Cenforlhip, when the 
farms were let at a rate fomething lower. 

In Livy we find, that the keeping of the public 
records was confided to them, and that they prefided 
over the Regilters, and examined, whether they dis¬ 
charged their duty with exaftnefs and fidelity. 

They had alfo a peculiar attention and jurifdiftion 

Vai Max over marriages. Certain Cenfors laid a confiderable 

1. ii. c. 9! fine upon a. citizen, who had continued unmarried to 
old-age: and others expelled a Senator for having re¬ 
pudiated his wife without confulting his friends. 

What I have hitherto related concerning the Cen¬ 
forlhip, fhews of what importance that office was, up¬ 
on which depended the good order, regulation, dis¬ 
cipline, conservation of the manners, and adminiftra- 
tion of the revenues of the Commonwealth. It is time 
to refume the thread of our hiftory. We digrelled at 
the Confulffiip of Geganius Macerinus and T. Quin— 
tius Capitolinus. 

* , * JVI. Geganius Macerinus II. 

JLiv. 1.4. „ _ 

c.9,10. T. Quintius Capitolinus V. 

Under thefe Confuls, the Arde.ates, who had made 
their peace the year before with the Roman people, 
came to implore their aid in a very preffing emer¬ 
gency. A violerit fedition had rofe up in their city 
between the Nobility and People. Things had been 
carried to the laft extremities. The populace, who 
did not refemble thofe of Rome, having feized an 
eminence, ravaged the- lands of the nobility from 
thence with fire and fword, and afterwards returned to 
Ardea, which they treated like an enemy’s city. The 
two parties, who were too weak of themfelves, had 
each recourfe to llrangers. The people applied to the 
Volfci, who came to their aid without lofs of time. It 
was at this conjuncture, that the deputies from the No¬ 
bility arrived at Rome. The Conful Geganius was or¬ 
dered 
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tiered to fet out immediately, and foon advanced with A.R. 311 
his army near the enemy, who befieged the city. The AntC ' 
next day the Conful, having divided the work very 
early in the morning amongft his troops, furrounded 
the whole camp of the Volfci with a good intrench- 
ment, who feeing themfelves befieged, and fhut up 
fo clofe, in fome days, for want of every thing, de¬ 
manded to capitulate. The Conful gave them to un- 
derftand, that they mull expect no quarter, except 
they delivered up their general, and furrendered at 
difcretion. In their defpair they attempted a fally, 
which coft them dear, abundance of them perilhing 
in it. They found it their neceflity to furrender. 

After they had delivered up their general, and laid 
down their arms, they were all obliged to pafs under 
the yoke, and difmiffed each only with one habit, and 
covered with fhame and ignominy. In palling near 
Tufculum, the inhabitants of that city, who had long 
been their declared enemies, put them all to the 
fword, fo that fcarce any were left to carry home the 
fad news of their defeat. The Conful afterwards en¬ 
tered Ardea, which received him as its deliverer and 
father. He caufed the heads of the principal authors 
of the fedition to be cut off, confifcated their eftates 
for the benefit of the public treafury, and in that man¬ 
ner re-eftablifhed peace and tranquillity between the 
citizens. Ardea, by fo important a fervice, thought 
an ample amends made it for the fentence which had 
been paffed againft it. But the Senate believed there 
ftill remained fomething to do, in order to abolifh the 
remembrance of the ihameful avidity which had fo 
much dilhonoured the Roman People. We fhall foon 
fee in what manner they adted. The Conful entered 
Rome in triumph. Cluilius, the general of the Volfci, 
was led in chains before his chariot, with the rich Ipoils 
which he had taken from the enemy. 

Quintius, the other Conful, equalled by the virtues 
of peace the glory his collegue had acquired by his 
military exploits. He applied himfelf in fuch a man¬ 
ner to preferve the peace and union of the city, and 

adted 
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acted with fuch perfeCt impartiality between great and 
fmall, that by a wife mixture of fteadinefs and lenity, 
his adminiftration was equally grateful to the Senate 
and People. He kept the Tribunes effectually within 
bounds, not by fierce and violent difputes, or an air 
of haughtinefs and authority, but by I know not what 
kind of afcendant, that his univerfally known merit 
gave him. For five * Confulfhips, through which he 
had paired with the fame undeviating probity and wif- 
dom, or, to fpeak more properly, the truly Confular 
dignity of his whole life, rendered his perfon almoft 
more awful and venerable than his office. In confe- 
quence, the Tribunes did not prefume to fpeak of 
electing Military Tribunes, and Confuls were created 
again. 

M. FAB1US VlBULANUS. 

Postumus tEbutius Cornicen. 

In this Confulfhip, the Senate made the Ardeates 
entire amends for the injuftice done them. Under 
pretext that their city was reduced to a fmall number 
of inhabitants, they decreed that a colony fhould be 
fent thither to ferve as a garrifon againft the Volfci. 
The decree was conceived in thofe terms, in order 
that the Tribunes and the People might not perceive 
that the defign of it was to cancel their judgment. 
But the Senators had agreed, that the colony fhould 
confift of a much greater number of the j- Rutuli than 
of the Romans: that no other lands fhould be af- 
figned it, but thofe of which the infamous judgment 
had deprived the Ardeates : and that none of the Ro¬ 
mans fhould have the leaft part of thofe lands, till alj 
the Rutuli had their proportion of them. In this 
manner that territory devolved again to the Ardeates. 
The Triumviri appointed for fettling this colony had 
no other means to avoid the unjuft vengeance of the 

* Quinque Confulatus eodem tenore gefti, vitaque omnis confula- 
riter acta, verendum pene ipfum magis quam honorem, faciebant, 
liv. 

f The Rutuli inhabited the city of Arden. 
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People, whofe Tribunes had already affigned them a 
day for appearing at their tribunal, but in caufing 
themfelves to be enrolled in this colony, and refiding 
with it. 

C. Furius Pacilus. ^Ant c + * 

M. PAPIRIUS CRASSUS. 438. * 

This year paffed in tranquillity. The games which 
the Senate had vowed during the Seceffion of the Peo¬ 
ple were now celebrated. 

P. Geganius Macerinus. A.R.315. 

L. Menenius Lanatus. Ant. c. 

437 - 

Rome, under thefe Confuls, had various evils and 
dangers to experience. Fortunately for her no war 
abroad happened, or fhe would have found it exceed¬ 
ingly difficult to fupport herfelf. 

The firft of thefe calamities was a famine; whe¬ 
ther in effeft of a bad harveft, or that the inhabitants 
of the country had neglected the cultivation of the 
lands through their fondnefs for the affemblies, and 
the pleafures of the city; for both thefe reafons are 
given. The dearth was exceffive. To remedy that 
evil, by the confent of the Senate, the People chofe 
L. Minucius Prefect, or luperintendant of provilions. 

He found himfelf extremely embarraffed in the exer- 
cife of this new Office, or rather Commiffion. The 
neighbouring Hates and cities, to whom he had fent 
perfons to purchafe corn, were of no fervice to him ; 
except only Etruria, from whence he got fome, but 
very little. This reduced him to difpenfe, according 
to the different neceflities of the People, the little corn 
that was left in the city, by obliging particulars to de¬ 
clare exactly what quantity they had, and co fell what 
was more than neceffary to themfelves for one month. 

Part of what was allowed Haves daily, was retrenched. 

The venders of corn were fufpedted of concealing it, 
and in confequence expofed to the hatred and anger 
of the People. However, all enquiries ferved rather 
tp evidence than leffen the fcarcity. Many of the po¬ 
pulace. 
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pulace, finding themfelves without hope or refource, 
to avoid buffering any longer the miseries of fo cruel a 
famine, drowned themfelves in the Tiber. 

This firft calamity gave birth to a fecond danger of 
a different kind that threatened the public liberty. 

Sp. Maelius, of the Equeftrian order!, who was very 
rich for thofe times, and ftill more ambitious, con¬ 
ceived thoughts of taking advantage of the prefent 
misfortune, and flattered himfeif that the People, in fo 
general a calamity, would fell their liberty cheap. 
Having bought up a great quantity of corn at his 
own expence in Etruria, by the affiftance of his friends 
there and his clients, (which probably prevented Mi- 
hucius from getting much in that province) he diftri- 
buted it amongft the People. By this liberality he be¬ 
came the darling of the populace, who attended him 
every where in the city, made him a train much above 
the condition of a private perfon, and promifed him 
beforehand the Confulfhip. But as ambition is -infa- 
tiable, and cannot be contented with what it feems 
aflured of pofiefiing, he carried his views farther, with¬ 
out examining whether they were juft or no. He 
rightly perceived, that he fhould neceflarily experience 
a rough conflict with the Senators to carry the Con- 
fulfhip againft their confent, and that it could only 
be effected fword in hand. He conceived in confe- 
quence, that to attain the fovereignty would not coft 
him more trouble, and from that moment levelled all 
his endeavours that way •, confidering the throne as. 
the only reward, that merited the pains and dangers, 
he had to undergo. 

The day of the aflembly for the election of Con¬ 
fuls approaching, as he had not fufficient time for 
concerting all his meafures, his defign was not ripe 
for execution. The election was made with tranquil-, 
lity, and according to the views of the Senate. 

T. Quintius Capitolinus, VI. 

Agrippa Menenius Lanatus. 

Quintius was a very improper Conful for any per¬ 
fon that conceived defigns of innovating in the ftate. 

L. Mi- 
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L. Minucius was continued in the office of Praefec- A^R- s« 5 * 
tus Annonas, or fuperintendant of provifions. By the 
duty of his office he did the fame in public, that 
Maslius took upon himfelf to do in private; which 
occafioned the fame' kind of people to frequent the 
houfes of both. By their means he knew what paffed 
at Maslius’s, and immediately informed the Senate of 
it. He told them, “ he had difcovered that arms 
were carried into his houfe -, that he held affemblies 
and made harangues there ; and that he was moft cer¬ 
tainly taking meafures to make himfelf King. That 
the time for the execution of his defign was not yet 
fixed •, but that every thing previous to it was con¬ 
cluded. That the Tribunes, corrupted by money, 
had divided amongft them the different meafures ne- 
ceffary to be taken for its fuccefs. That he gave this 
information almoft later than the fafety of the public 
required; but that he was willing to be affured of the 
fad by certain proofs, and not to rely upon loofe and 
doubtful reports.” 

Upon this advice the principal Senators reproached 
the Confuls, both of the preceding and prefent years, 
extremely, for having had fo little vigilance, as not 
to have difcovered a confpiracy of that importance, 
which had already been carried on for a confiderable 
length of time. Quintius, after having made an apo¬ 
logy for the Confuls, and reprefented, that inftead of 
lofing time in ufelefs and perhaps unjuft complaints, 
it was neceffary to apply immediately to the remedy; 
added, that it was his advice, that a Diftator fhould 
be immediately appointed, whofe fupreme authority 
might ftifle the evil in its birth, and even before it 
had time to break out. His opinion was generally 
approved. Every body caft their eyes upon L. Quin¬ 
tius Cincinnatus, who long refufed to accept an office, 
of which he believed his great age made him incapable. 

But he was at length obliged to comply with the warm 
remonftrances and earneft entreaties of the whole Se¬ 
nate. After having implored the Gods not to fuffer 
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A.R. 316. his age to be of prejudice to the Commonwealth in fo 
A 436 C * em i nent ^ danger, he confented to be nominated Dic¬ 
tator, and immediately appointed C. Servilius Ahala 
mailer of the horfe. 

The next day Cincinnatus, who well perceived that 
the only means for crulhing fo dangerous a confpiracy, 
was to exert his authority, appeared on a fudden in 
the Forum, and afcended the Tribunal with his Lie- 
tors before him carrying the rods and axes, and with 
all the enfigns of the fovereign authority. The Peo¬ 
ple, furprized and terrified at fo fudden an appear¬ 
ance, could not comprehend the caufe of it: but 
Maelius, and his accomplices, loon judged that them- 
felves were aimed at. Such as were ignorant of his 
defigns, alked each other, what eminent danger had 
made it necelfary to nominate a Dictator in time of 
peace, and to put Quintius at upwards of fourfeore 
into that office. The Dictator prefently fent Servilius, 
his mailer of the horfe, to order Maelius to appear be¬ 
fore him. Maelius furprized, and uncertain how to 
a£t, deferred obeying, and endeavoured to efcape. 
Servilius ordered a Lidlor to feize him •, and upon that 
officer’s executing the mailer of the horfe’s orders, 
Maelius implored the aid of the Roman People, com¬ 
plaining that he was to be facrificed by the intrigues 
of the Senate for the good he had done the People. 
He conjured his fellow-citizens to aflill him in his 
prefent extreme danger, and not to fuffer him to be 
butchered before their eyes, and in their prefence. 
The people grew tumultuous: his partifans encou¬ 
raged each other, and took him by force from the 
Liftor. Maelius threw himfelf into the crowd to avoid 
the purfuit of Servilius : but the latter followed him 
clofe, overtook him, ran his fword through his body, 
and covered with his blood, returned to give the Dic¬ 
tator an account of what he had done. “ You have 
“ done well, Servilius,” faid the Didlator : “ continue 
“ to defend your country with the fame courage as 
“ you have now delivered it.” 


The 
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The populace not knowing how to think of what A. R.31S. 
they faw, and being in a great commotion, the Di&ator A ^' 6 C - 
called an affembly, and began by declaring, “ That 
Mtelius had been killed juftly, and as he deferved, 
even though he were not guilty of the crime laid to 
his charge, for having difobeyed the Didlator’s fum- 
mons fignified to him by the mafter of the horfe. 

That he had taken his place on the tribunal, in order 
to enquire into the affair: after which he Ihould have 
done Mtelius the juftice he deferved. That as he had 
recourfe to violence, to avoid appearing to take his 
trial, violence had been ufed to corredt his rebellion. 

That it was highly wrong to confider a man as a citi¬ 
zen, who had conceived the impious defign of making 
himfelf King who had been born amongft a free 
people, in the midft of their facred laws and ordi¬ 
nances, and in a city from whence Kings had been ex¬ 
pelled : a man, who knew that in the very year of 
their expulfion, the King’s nephews, and the fons of 
the Conful who had delivered his country, had been 
put to death, the latter by the hands, or at leaft by 
the orders, of their own father, for having confpired 
to receive the Kings into Rome -, that in the fame city 
the Conful Collatinus Tarquinius, in hatred only of 
his name, had been obliged to abdicate the Conful- 
fhip, and banifh himfelf from his country •, that fome 
years after, Sp. Caflius had been put to death, for in¬ 
tending to make himfelf King-, and that, very re-, 
cently, the tyrannical haughtinefs, with which the 
Decemvirs exercifed their power, had been punifhed 
with confifcation of their eftates, banilhment, and even 
death : that, notwithftanding fuch examples, Maelius 
had undertaken to make himfelf King, and to afcend 
the throne. And what man was Maelius, to conceive 
fuch hopes ? Neither his nobility, dignities, nor fer- 
vices could open him a way to the tyranny: whereas 
Claudius, Caffnis, and the reft, had afpired at fo cri¬ 
minal an elevation, fuftained by their Confulftiips, De- 
cemvirates, the honours of their anceftors, and the 
fplendor of their families. But as to Maelius, who 

. might 
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A.R.316.might rather*have defired than expeCted to obtain 
^436.° the Tribunelhip of the People, and whofe whole me¬ 
rit was the polfeffion of a great quantity of corn; who 
could imagine, that fuch an one could flatter himfelf 
With having purchafed the liberty of his country for a 
few pounds of grain 3 and with having made a people, 
victorious over all their neighbours, accept of flavery 
for a morfel of bread : that Rome, which could fcarce 
have fuflfered him in the rank of a Senator, would ac¬ 
cept him for her King, and calmly fee him inverted 
with all the marks of honour and authority of Ro¬ 
mulus her founder, defcended from, and admitted 
into the number of, the Gods ? That fuch a defign 
ought not to be confidered more as a crime, than as a 
prodigy. That it did not fuflice to have expiated it 
by the blood of the criminal, if the houfe, where fo 
frantic and fo vile an enterprize had been formed, was 
not levelled to the ground, and the pofiefiions, pol¬ 
luted by the iniquitous ufe he intended to make of 
them for purchafing the tyranny, confifcated. That 
therefore he decreed, that thofe pofleflions fhould be 
fold by the Quteftors, and the money brought into the 
public treafury.” 

That wife magistrate feeing, as the leader of the 
confpiracy was dead, that there was nothing farther 
to fear, did not judge it proper to enquire into his 
adherents, left the number of the criminals fliould be 
too great, and his too fevere endeavours to punifh all 
the confpirators lhould make the confpiracy break 
out. 

The houfe of Maslius was demolilhed immediately. 
The place where it ftood was called iEquimelium, 
that is to fay, “ Demolilhed houfe of Maelius,” in or¬ 
der that the name might fubfift as a monument both 

* Sp. Maelium, cui Tribunatus plebis magis optandus quam fperan- 
dus fuerat, frumentarium divitem, bilibris farris fperafle libertatem 
fe civium fuorum emifle, ciboque objiciendo ratum vi&orem finitimo- 
rum omnium populum in fervitutem perlici poffe: ut, quem fenato- 
rem ccncoquere civitas vix poflet, regem ferret, Romuli conditoris, 
ab diis orti, recepti ad deos, infignia atque imperium habentem. Non 
pro fcelere id magis quam pro monftro habendum* Liv. 
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of the crime and its puniffiment. An ox with gilt A R-3i<>. 
horns was given, and a .ftatue erefted, to Minucius-, A ^g C * 
which the People did not oppofe, becaufe, to give 
them no room to regret Maelius, he directed all the 
com found in his houfe to be diftributed amongft them 
at a very low rate. 

Befides Mselius’s having rendered himfelf guilty 
and worthy of death byrefufing to obey the'Dictator, 
the * Laws themfelves, from the time he had con¬ 
ceived the criminal defign of ufurping tyrannical 
power, armed the hands of all the citizens againft him. 

A Tyrant was conficlered at Rome as a monfter, that 
cannot be lopped off too foon from the body of hu¬ 
man fociety, in the fame manner as people haften to 
cut off without mercy a rotten member, capable of 
deftroying all the reft. The Romans never forgot the 
oath taken in the name of the whole People after the 
expulfion of the Tarquins, to exterminate whomfoever 
fhould form the defign of making himfelf King. 

Three of the Tribunes of the People, highly dif- 
contented with what had lately paffed, exclaimed vio¬ 
lently againft Minucius, and efpecially againft Servi- 
lius the Mafter of the horfe, who, without any form 
of juftice, and even without his Superior’s order, had 
killed a citizen in the bofom of his country. They 
loudly threatened to bring him to a trial, as foon as 
the Dictator quitted his office, and excited a great 
tumult amongft the populace. All that they could ob¬ 
tain was, that Military Tribunes fhould be chofen in- 
ffcead of Confuls, in hopes that of fix places, for fo 
many Military Tribunes might be created, fome might 
fall to their ffiare. The People defied only three, all 
Patricians, of which number was L. Quintius, the fon 
of Cincinnatus, whofe Diclatorfhip the Tribunes en¬ 
deavoured to render odious to them. 

* Nulla nobis focietas cum'tyrannis, fed potius fumma diftra&io — 

Hoc omne genus peftiferum atque impium ex liorainum ccnimunitate 
exterminandum eft. Etenim, ut membra qusdam amputantur, fi & 
ipfa fanguine & tanquam fpiritu carere cceperunt; lie ifta in figura 
hominis feritas & immanitas belluse a communi tanquam humanitate 
corporis fegreganda eft. Offic.l. 3. n. 32, 
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SECT. III. 

Roman ambaffiadors killed by the order of \tolumnius King 
of the Veientes. ‘That King is killed in battle by Cojfus, 
who takes the fecond Royal Spoils , called Spolia opima. 
The duration of the Cenforjhip is reduced to eighteen 
months. Singular Raw in refpebl to Candidates. The 
Confuls are obliged to nominate a Diftator . . They chufe 
Pojlumius Tubertus , who gains a great viftory over the 
TEqui and Volfci. Mamercus TEmilius is nominated 
Dictator. He alfo gains a great vibiory over the Veientes 
and Fidenates. The Tribunes of the People complain 
becaufe the Plebeia?is are excluded offices. Sempronius’s 
unfortunate campaign againft the Volfci. Great affion 
of Tempanius , which faves the army. Tempanius’s wife 
anfwer to the Tribunes of the People. He is made 
Tribune of the People. 

.Mamercus JEmilius. 

L. Quintius. 

L. Julius. 

a.r. 317. >ipHE city of Fidenae, which was a Roman colony, 
A 435. C " went oven this year to the Veientes, of whom 
Liv. 1. 4 . Lars Tolumnius was then King. To the crime of 
c. 17—20. revo i t they added one of a much blacker dye, in kil¬ 
ling by order of Tolumnius the Roman ambaff^dors, 
fent to complain of their new conduit, and to demand 
reafons for. it. Some writers, to cover the King’s 
fault, fay, that an expreflion which he dropped at dice 
was taken by the Fidenates, who came to confult him 
upon the treatment they iliould give the Roman am- 
baifadors, as an order, to kill them. But Livy is far 
from, admitting this manner of relating the fait, and 
fhewS.it is entirely improbable, that a Prince, when 
confulted by new allies upon fo ferious an affair as that 
in queftion, fhould continue unconcerned at play ; and 
that it is infinitely more natural to believe the King 
gave them that advice, to attach them the more firmly 

to 
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to his party by a rupture of fuch a kind, as left them 3 ( i7. 
no hopes of reconciliation with the Romans. 435/' 

However that were, the latter began by erecting 
three ftatues near the Tribunal for harangues, to the 
ambafladors who had been killed ; and afterwards ap¬ 
plied themlelves ferioufly to avenge fo horrid a viola¬ 
tion of the Law of nations. The importance of the 
affair prevented the Tribunes from exciting troubles j 
and Confuls were elected. 


M. Geganius Macerinus, III. 
L. Sergius Fidenas. 


A. R. 318. 
Ant. C, 


434 * 

Sergius marched againft the King of the Veientes, 
and gained a confiderable viftory over him, but which 
coll him dear. The lofs in confequence of a great 
number of citizens who fell in it, afflidted Rome more 
than the defeat of the enemy gave them joy. The 
Conful feems to have had the furname Fidenas given 
him from this victory. 

To terminate this war fuccefsfully, the Senate thought 
it neceflary to nominate a Dictator. Mamercus J£mi- 
lius was eledled. He chofe L. Quintius Cincinnatus 
mailer of the horfe, whofe merit, young as he was, 
anfwered his father’s reputation •, and who the year 
before had been one of dEmilius’s collegues in the of¬ 
fice of Military Tribune. At the levy made by the 
Confuls, many old centurions of great valour and ex¬ 
perience in war entered themfelves for the fervice. 

The number of the foldiers killed in the lafb battle 
were filled up.. Quintius Capitolinus and M. Fabius 
Vibulanus followed the Didlator as Lieutenants. 

The two armies came to blows near Fidenas. That 
of the enemy was the moll numerous. The Veientes 
were polled on the right wing, the Falifci, who came 
to their aid, on the left, and the Fidenates in the cen¬ 
tre. On the fide of the Romans the Dictator com¬ 
manded the right wing, Quintius Capitolinus the left, 
and the Mailer of the horfe the centre. The latter 
began the battle with the cavalry, and was foon fol¬ 
lowed by the foot. The infantry of the Hetrurians 

E 2 could 
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a.R-3 i8 -could not fuftain the charge of the Romans: their 
A 43+. C ' horfe, animated by the prefence of their King, kept 
their ground better. There was an officer in the Ro¬ 
man cavalry, called A. Cornelius Coffus, of illuftrious 
birth, of a fine perfon and ftature, and ftiil more dif- 
tinguiffied by his bravery. The nobility and merit 
of his anceftors exalted his courage, and he not only 
fuftained, but augmented, their glory. As he faw 
that Tolumnius carried terror and confufion where- 
ever he moved: “ Is that,” cried he, “ the infrac- 
“ tor of human laws, and of the law of nations ? I 

44 flatter myfelf (if there are Gods avengers of guilt) 

45 that I ihall foon facrifice that victim to the manes 
“ of our ambaffadors.” On faying this, he fpurred 
forwards with impetuofity againft the King, and with 
the firft blow of his lance unhorfed him. He dif- 
mounted the fame moment, and as the King rofe, beat 
him down upon his back a fecond time with his buck¬ 
ler, and after having given him feveral wounds, thruft 
him through the body, and nailed him to the ground. - 
Ele then ftript him of his fpoils, and having cut off 
his head, fixed it upon the point of his fpear, and 
by that bloody trophy evidenced his vi&ory to the 
enemy, and fpread terror amongft them on all fides. 
It was no longer a battle, but a flight, with the ca¬ 
valry. The Dictator, on his fide, had broke the ene¬ 
my’s foot, and purfued them vigoroufly, and with 
great (laughter. Generals, officers, and foldiers, all 
equally prompted by the defire of juft revenge, fe- 
conded his ardour wonderfully. The victory was 
compleat. 

The Dictator entered Rome in triumph. But Cof- 
fus, who carried the fpoils of the King he had killed 
with his own hand, engroffed all the honour of that 
folemnity to himfelf, and drew all eyes upon him by 
the novelty of the fight. They were the fecond royal 
fpoils, Sped:a opima , .that had been taken fince the 
foundation of Rome. Cofifus placed his in the tem¬ 
ple of Jupiter Feretrius, near thofe of Romulus. 
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The common opinion was, even in Livy’s time, A. R.3i8* 
that the fpoils, called opima , were only properly fo, A ^ 4< C ' 
when taken by one general from another whom he had 
killed *. Varro thought otherwife. It is however 
certain that Coffus was at that time only a fubaltern 
officer. The Emperor Auguftus affirmed, from hav¬ 
ing feen it himfelf, that in the infcription upon the 
fpoils of Coffus, he was termed Conful. He was fo 
fome years after, but at a time when there certainly 
was no fuch battle. It is not impoffible, but that in¬ 
fcription might have been affixed to them in fucceed- 
ing times by fome defcendants of Coffus, who might 
have called him Conful, not that he was Conful when 
he killed Tolumnius, but becaufe he was fo after¬ 
wards. Livy, who no doubt did not dare to refute 
Auguftus’s tefcimony, to which he feems however to 
have no great regard, does not explain himfelf clearly 
in this place. 


M. Cornelius Maluginensis. A.r. 319. 

L td Ant. G. 

. rAPIRIUS LrASSUS. 

433 ° 

Sp. Mtelius, Tribune of the People, cited Minu- L!v - 4 * 
cius and Servilius Ahala to take their trials. Livy c ' 2I ~ 25 ' 
fays this accufation had no conlequence: however, Ci- Ci c-° r at. 
cero and Valerius Maximus obferve, that the latter^ gg ° m °’ 
was baniffied. Val. Max. 


C. Julius II. 

L. VlRGINIUS. 

The plague, which had appeared the year before, 
raged much more during this, both in the city and 
country. It encouraged the Fidenates to advance al- 
moft to the gates of Rome. They were affifced by 
the Veientes. A. Servilius was created Dictator, who 
chofe Poftumus /Ebutius Elva mailer of the horfe. 
The war was terminated by the taking of Fidenas. 

The Cenfors C. Furius Pacilus, and M. Geganius 
Macerinus, caufed a building in the field of Mars, 
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A. R. 320* 
Ant. C* 
432. 


* Opima fpolia etiam efTe, fi manipuiaris niiles detraxerit, dum- 
jnodo duci hoftium. Varr, apud Fefc. 
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which they had purchafed at the public expence, 
to be fitted up. The Cenfus was made there for 
the firft time. 




43 J. 


C. Julius, III. 

L. Virginius, II. 


Upon a rumour that the twelve people who com- 
pofed the Hate and the whole body of Hetruria, were 
preparing to attack the Romans, Mamercus fEmilius 
was nominated Dictator for the fecond time, who 
chofe A. Poftumius Tubertus mafter of the horfe. 
That alarm of war coming to nothing, the Dictator, 
feeing himfelf deprived of the glory which he might 
have acquired in the field, conceived the defign of 
leaving a monument of his Didtatorfhip by a new law 
which he propofed in refpedt to the office of Cenfor. 
He reprefented to the People, “ That it was of im¬ 
portance to the liberty of the public, that the great 
offices of the ftate Ihould not be of long duration: 
that all others were annual, and only the Cenforlhip 
of five years. That there was realon to fear, that 
fome future Cenfors, lefs paffionate for the public 
good than thofe who had filled that office hitherto, 
might abufe an authority of fo long continuance. 
That befides, it was oppreffive to particulars to have 
the fame perfons inlpedtors and arbiters of their con¬ 
duit for fo long a term. That therefore he believed 
it expedient to reduce the duration of the Cenforlhip 
to eighteen months.” The law was accepted by the 
unanimous confent of the People. “ And that you 
“ may know,” laid he, “ that I do not approve of- 
“ flees of long continuance, I abdicate the Diitator- 
“ fhip from this inftant:” and he accordingly abdi¬ 
cated it. 

The Cenfors were extremely offended by this new 
law, and carried their refentment to an excefs that 
fcarce feems credible. We have feen above, that one 
of the methods in which thofe magiftrates punifhed 
the citizens to whofe con duel; they had any exception, 
was to remove them from a more to a lefs ccniider- 

able 
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able Tribe, T ribu movere> to ftrike their names out of A ^ 3 * 1 * 
the regifters of their Century, and to leave them no * 
other right and mark of a citizen, except that of 
paying a certain contribution, which at the fame time 
they often augmented ; this was called ararios facere. 

The Cenfors exercifed their revenge in this manner 
againft one of the greateft and moft venerable citizens 
of Rome, whom they condemned to pay eight times 
the tax he had ufually paid before. The People were 
fo much incenfed, that they purfued them in the Fo¬ 
rum, and would have treated them with violence, if 
Aimilius had not been fo generous as to interpofe *. 

That great man bore fo unworthy a treatment with 
admirable conftancy, confidering lefs the intended ig¬ 
nominy in itfelf, than the caufe of it. 

The Tribunes by their clamour prevailed to have 
Military Tribunes eledted j but none of the Plebeians 
were nominated either this or the following year. 

M. Fabius Vibulanus. a. 11.322. 

M t-\ Ant. C. 

. rossius. 430 . 

L. Sergius Fidenas. 

The plague (till fhewed itfelf. As famine was the 
ufual effedt of it, the wife precaution was taken of 
fending early into Etruria, to Cumae, and even into 
Sicily, to purchafecorn. 

L. PlNARIUS MAMERCUS. 

L. Furius Medullinus. 

Sp. Postumius Albus. 

The principal Plebeians were highly mortified with- 
having no lhare in an office, for the inftitution of 
which they had fo warmly contended. They laid the 
fault upon the People themfelves, by whom they 
complained of being as little confidered as by the Se¬ 
nators. Others afcribed it to the induftry of the Pa- 

* Quam rem ipfum ingenti anirno tulifle ferunt, caufam potius ig- 
nomimce intuentem, qdiam ignominiam. Liv. 
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tricians in canvaffing ; and to prevent the eflfedt of it, 
the Tribunes propofed a law, which in our times, 
fays Livy, could not have been moved ferioufly, its 
fubjeffc was fo trifling and contemptible, though it 
then excited great difputes between the Senate and 
People. All the Roman citizens wore white habits : 
but thofe who flood for offices, and follicited the 
voices of the People, in order to diftinguifh themfelves 
the better, and to attract the eyes of the populace the 
more upon them, augmented the whitenefs of their 
robes by the ufe of a mixture, wherein chalk had a 
great part : and from thence they were called Candi- 
ciati, candidates. The Tribunes, to prevent canvaf¬ 
fing, they faid, were for having candidates prohibited 
to whiten their robes 3 and they carried their point in 
palling that law. As it feemed certain that the Peo¬ 
ple in their anger would give the Plebeians a ffiare in 
the approaching eledtion of Military Tribunes, the 
Senate, by a decree, ordained that Confuls fhould be 
elected. 

T. Quintius Cincinnatus. 

C. Julius Mento. 

The great preparations of war made by thefEqui 
’ and Volfci induced the Senate to think of nominating 
a Dictator. The Confuls, who oppofed each other, 
and always differed in opinion in every thing elfe, which 
much alarmed the Senate, united on this occafion to 
fruflrate a nomination, which they confidered deftruc- 
tive to their own authority ; and nothing could divide 
or make them change their opinion on this head. As 
the news of the powerful armament of the enemy 
gave great alarm, Q^Servilius Prifcus, who had paffed 
through all the great offices with honour, feeing the 
Confuls determined not to fubmit to the authority of 
the Senate, had recourfe to a remedy more dangerous 
in its effects than the evil it was intended to redrefs. 
He exhorted the Tribunes to interpofe the authority 
of the People depofited v/ith them, in order to oblige 
the Confuls to declare a piftator. The Tribunes 
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feized with joy fuch an occafion of extending their A - R - 3 2 4*. 
power •, and after having deliberated together upon 
Servilius’s demand, they declared unanimoufly, “ That 
the Confuls had to obey the Senate ; and that if they 
perfifted any longer in oppofing the unanimous opinion 
of that auguft body, they fhould commit them to 
prifon. The Confuls choie rather to fubmit to the 
Tribunes than the Senate but complained in the 
ftrongeft terms, that the Senators betrayed their own 
intereft, and the honour of the Confulfhip, in fubmit- 
ting it to the yoke of the Tribunitian power. They 
were certainly in the right in this relpedt. For what 
could be more injurious or a greater indignity to the 
Senate, than this threat of the Tribunes to imprifon 
tlie Confuls ? And what they only menaced then, they 
adtually did afterwards. There are more examples 
than one in the Roman hiftory of Confuls committed 
to prifon by order of the Tribunes. Such are the un¬ 
happy effects of difcord in Bodies of the greateft wif- 
dom and reputation. They are invincible, as long as 
their union fubfifts. Difcord, in dividing their ftrength, 
makes them weak, and terminates in the ruin of their 
mod important rights and privileges. 

When the queftion was to nominate the Didtator, 
the Confuls, who always differed in their fentiments, 
could not agree between themfelves who fhould declare 
him. They were reduced to decide that point by lot, 
which fell to Quintius. Fie chofe A. Poftumius Tu- 
bertus, a man of a fteady and imperious character, 
who appointed L. Julius mafter of the horfe. 

The Dictator, after having divided his troops in 
two bodies, of which he commanded one himfelf, and 
gave the other to the Conful Quintius, took the field. 

They encamped feparately, but near enough to each 
other, at a thoufand paces from the enemy, who had 
alfo. two camps. The Didtator, in feveral attacks, did 
ali that could be expedted from the valour and con¬ 
duit of the moft able general. The enemy, fur- 
rounded on ail fides, after having loft one of their 
camps, would have been univerfally cut off, and had 

fuffered 
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a . r . 314- fuffered the juft punilhment of their revolt, ifVedtius 
A 4'8 C ’ Meflius, an officer of the Yolfci, more diftinguifhed 
by his bravery and exploits than his birth, had not 
extricated them out of the almoft inevitable danger 
of a total defeat. Seeing that the troops only moved 
forwards and backwards, irrefolute how to adt: “ Have 
“ you determined, faid he to them, to deliver your- 
“ felvesup in this place to the enemy without defence? 
“ Wherefore then have you arms, and why were you 
<T the firft to declare war, full of courage and boaft 
e ‘ at diftance from danger, but fearful and cowardly 
“ in battle ? What do you hope from continuing here ? 
“ Do you expedt that fome God will come to your 
“ aid, and extricate you out of the prefent difficulty ? 
“ It is with the fword, that you muft open yourfelves 
“ a way. Such of you as defire to fee your houfes, 
“ fathers, wives, and children again, follow me where 
“ I am going to lead the way. Neither walls, nor 
“ intrenchments, but men armed like ourfelves, op- 
“ pofe our paffage. -f* If you are equal to the enemy 
“ in valour, you are fuperior to them in the neceffity 
“ of conquering or dying, the laft, the ftrongeft of 
“ arms.” 

After having faid this, he charged the enemy furi- 
oufiy, followed by his own people with great cries. 
The body of troops which oppofed them under Poftu- 
mius Albus, one of the lieutenants, began to give 
way, when the Dictator, who faw what paffed, arrived 
in very good time to their aid. , The whole heat of 
the battle turned this way. The fate of the Volfci de¬ 
pended folelyon Vedtius, who was now their whole 
force. Much blood was fhed, and a great daughter 
made on both fides. On that of the Romans, almoft 
all the general officers were wounded. The Didtator 
received a wound in the fhoulder; Fabius a great one 
in the thigh with a dart •, and the Conful a dangerous 
one in the arm: however, none withdrew from the 
battle, except Poftumius, who was carried out of the 

+ Virtute pares, neceflitate, quae ultimum ac maximum telum eft, 
fuperiores eftis. Liv. 
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prefs, his head having been almoft beaten to pieces by A .R- 3H- 
a ftone. Vedius, after having aded prodigies of va- ' 
lour, with his brave troop of young intrepid foldiers, 
opened himfelf a way through the enemy, of whom he 
had made a great daughter, and penetrated as far as 
the camp of the Volfci, which was not yet taken. 

The whole Roman army followed him thither. The 
Conful, who had purfued the enemy very vigoroufly 
to the camp, immediately attacked it. The Dictator 
did the fame on another fide. The aflault here was 
no lefs warm than the battle. The Conful is faid to 
have thrown an enfign into the intrenchments, to ani¬ 
mate the courage of his foldiers; and they were the 
firft that broke into the enemy’s camp, in order to 
recover their colours. The Didator, after having dif- 
mounted the palifades, had alfo entered the camp on 
his lide. The enemy then laid down their arms, and 
fur rendered at difcretion. All of them were fold for 
flaves, except the Senators. Part of the plunder was 
reftored to the Latines and Hernici, who took what 
belonged to each of them. The Didator caufed the 
.reft to be fold by audion ; and having left the Conful 
to command the-troops that remained in the camp, he 
returned to Rome, where he triumphed, and imme¬ 
diately after abdicated the Didatorfhip. 

Some writers have abridged the glory of this Dic- 
tatorlhip, by faying that Poftumius caufed the head of 
his fon to be cut off, for having quitted his poft, and 
engaged without orders, from which adion he how¬ 
ever came off vidorious. The fad is not certain, 
and feems little probable to Livy. Common opinion 
afcribes the firft and only example of fo inhuman a 
zeal for the military difcipline to Manlius Torquatus. 

It is obferved, fays Livy, though it did not then 
concern the Romans, that it was in * this year, for 
the firft time, that the Carthaginians, who were in pro- 

* Herodotus, 1 . 7. c. 166. remarks, that Amilcar, who had landed 
in Sicily with three thoufand men, was entirely defeated by Gelo the 
fame day that Xerxes loft the battle of Salamin, and confequently a- 
bout fifty years before the tii^ie fpoken of ia this place. 
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^Ant T ce ^ s t ^ me t0 terr ^ e demies of the Roman 

“ag, ' People, taking advantage of the divifions which pre¬ 
vailed in Sicily, fent an army thither to the aid of 
one of the parties at war, who had called in their 
affiftance. 
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L. Papirius Crassus. 

L. Julius. 

A truce of eight years was granted to the iEqui. 


L. Sergius Fidenas II. 

Host. Lucretius Tricipitinus. 

A. Cornelius Cossus. 

T. Quintius Pennus II. 

A great drought deftroyed abundance of cattle, and 
occaConed many difeafes amongft men. -j- The very 
minds of the people feemed in lome meafure infedted 
with the contagion; for fuperltition took place ex¬ 
ceedingly by the means of certain impoftors, who, to 
turn the credulity of the People to their advantage, 
went about from houfe to houfe teaching new and 
Arrange rites and facrifices. The /Fdiles were ordered 
to take care, that no other Gods and ceremonies of 
religion lhould be introduced into Rome, but fuch as 
were antiently received there. 
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Servilius Ahala. 

L. Papirius Mugilanus. 


There w'as a difpute upon occafion of a war with 
the Veientes, whether it lhould be declared by order 
of the People, or only by a decree of the Senate. The 
Tribunes prevailed that it lhould be by order of the 
People; and alfo that Military Tribunes lhould be 
chofen for the following year. But they Hill were all 
Patricians; and four were elected. 


f Novos ritus facrificandi, vaticinando inferentibus in domos, qui- 
bus quaeftui funt capti fitperftitione animi, Liv, 
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T. Quintius Pennus. i 

C. Furius. 

M. POSTUMIUS. 

A. Cornelius Cossus. 

The three firft marched with the army againft the 
Veientes. We fhall foon have occafion to obferve the 
pernicious effedts of a plurality of Commanders in 
chief, who feldom have a good underftanding with 
each other. The Veientes took their advantage of 
the differences that fubfifted between thefe, and in a 
firft engagement had the better, and obliged them to 
fly to their camp, and to fhut themfelves up within 
its works. The difgrace 'was greater than the Iofs. 
But the city, which was not accuftomed to defeats, 
was very much afflidted on account of this, and de¬ 
manded a Didtator. Coflus nominated Matnercus 
iEmilius, who chofe him General of the horfe. This 
was the fame iEmilius, whom the Cenfors pretended 
to degrade by their injurious treatment of him. But 
the mark of infamy which they had fet upon him, 
fell only upon themfelves ; and Rome evidenced at 
this time the little regard fhe had to their unjuft fen- 
tence, by feeking a Didtator in a houfe they had fo 
unworthily ftigmatized. 

The Fidenates had joined the Veientes; and, as if 
the war could not properly commence without guilt 
on their fide, they fullied their arms with the blood of 
all the new inhabitants, which Rome had fent amongft 
them as a colony, in the fame manner as they had for¬ 
merly murdered her ambafladors. The enemy efta- 
blifhed the feat of the war at Fidenas. 

Rome was in a great alarm. The troops, who had 
done their duty fo ill againft the Veientes, had been 
recalled. Their late defeat had difcouraged them. 
They were made to encamp before the gate Collina. 
Guards were polled on the walls, the adminiftration of 
jufti’ce was fufpended, the fhops were fhut; and all 
things refembled a camp more than a city. The Dic¬ 
tator, 
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A. R. 319. tator, feeing the People in fo great a confternation, 
c< thought it incumbent on him to encourage them be¬ 
fore he fet out, and fummoned the Afiembly. When 
the citizens were met, heafcended the Tribunal, and 
began by reproaching them “ for fuffering themfelves 
to be fo much difmayed by the minuted: accidents ; 
that an inconfiderable lofs, not bccafioned by the ene¬ 
my’s valour, nor the cowardice of the Roman army, 
but by the difcord of the Generals, had on a fudden 
quite damped their courage, and made them afraid 
of an enemy they had fo often defeated.” He added, 
“ That both the Romans and the enemy were the fame 
they had been during fo many ages ; that they had 
the fame courage, the fame ftrength of. body," and the 
fame arms. That as to himfelf, he was the fame Dic¬ 
tator Mamercus fEmilius, who had heretofore routed 
the armies of the Yeientes and Fidenates, fupported 
by the Falifci. That his General of the horfe was the 
fame CoiTus, who, when only one of the Tribunes of 
a legion, after having killed Lars Tolumnius. King of 
the Yeientes, in the fight of the two armies, had a- 
dorned the temple of Jupiter Feretrius with new Royal 
fpoils. That therefore they fhould remember, that 
they had triumphs, fpoils, and vidtory, on their fide; 
and that on the enemy’s, there was only the guilt of 
murdering ambaffadors contrary to the law of nations, 
the rnaffacre of the colony of Fidenae at a time of 
perfedt peace, the violation of the truce, and revolts 
feven times repeated, notwithstanding the bad fuccefs 
with which they had been always attended. That with 
thefe thoughts they fhould take arms and follow him. 
That he did not doubt, as foon as the two armies faced 
each other, that the enemy would not rejoice long for 
the flight advantage they had gained ; and that on the 
contrary the Roman People would eafily comprehend, 
that they who had nominated him Dictator for the third 
time, had done the Commonwealth better fervice, than 
thofe who had fet a mark of infamy on his fecond 
Didtatorfhip, becaufe he had fet bounds to the tyran¬ 
ny of the Cenfors.” 

1 


The 


T. QUINT. PENNUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 6 3 

The Dictator, after having facrificed and made 3*9- 
vows to the Gods, took the field, and encamped 413!"’ 
fifteen hundred paces beyond Fidense, fupporting his 
right with the mountains, and his left with the Tiber. 

He ordered Quintius Pennus, his lieutenant, to feize 
the mountains, and make himfelf mafter of the emi¬ 
nence in the enemy’s rear, where he might eafily con¬ 
ceal himfelf. The next day the Hetrurians, embold¬ 
ened by the victory they had gained a little before, 
offering battle, the Dictator, as foon as he was inform¬ 
ed that Quintius was mafter of the eminence, gave alio 
the fignal, and made his infantry advance fall againft 
the enemy, after having ‘directed the General of the 
horfe not to begin the battle till he received his or¬ 
ders : that he would give him the fignal at a proper 
time; and that he had only to think then of fupport¬ 
ing the honour he had acquired by the Royal fpoils. 

■ The armies charged each other, and fought with 
great ardour on both fides. A juft defire of revenge, 
joined with contempt and indignation, animated the 
Romans ftrongly againft the Veientes and Fidenates, 
whom they called perfidious allies, 'cowardly enemies, 
and infraftors of truces, polluted with the' blood of 
ambafladors, and of thofe who inhabited the fame city 
with them. They liad already began to give way be¬ 
fore the firft charge, when the gates of Fidense were 
on a fudden thrown open, and a troop of people, 
armed with fire and flaming torches, came out, who 
fell upon the Romans like fo many madmen. This 
new form of fight at firft furprized and confounded 
the Romans, when the Dictator, after having ordered 
Coflus to advance with the cavalry, and Quintius to 
defcendfrom the:mountains, flew to the left wing, 
which thofe unexpected fires had put into diforder. 

“ How is this, foldiers, faid he ;■ are you conquered 
“ with fmoke like an hive of bees, and do you quit 
“ your pofts, and give way before enemies without 
“ arms ? What then is become of the Roman valour P 
“ If you are to fight with fire and not the fword, go, 

“ take thofe burning torches out of the hands of the 

“ enemy, 


6 4 

A. R. 329* 
Ant. C. 
4 * 3 - 


T. QUINT. PENNUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 

“ enemy, and turn them again# Fidente, in order to 
“ deftroy a city with its own flames, which you have 
“ not been able to conciliate by your favours.” On 
thefe words the Romans refumed courage, and armed 
themfelves with the torches that had been thrown at - 
them, or which they had taken from the enemy. It 
was no longer a battle, but a kind of conflagration. 
At the fame time Coffus advanced full fpeed with the 
cavalry, and charging with incredible impetuofity 
into the mid# of the flames, which did not frighten 
the horfes as at firft they had the men, he beat down 
and trampled under foot all before him. 

At this inftant new cries werd heard, which fur- 
prized and terrified both armies. The Di&ator in¬ 
formed his troops, that it was Quintius attacking the 
enemy’s rear by his order ; and then with great cries 
he made them renew the fight with more ardour than 
before. The enemy were in extreme confuflon, when 
they faw themfelves attacked at the fametime'in front 
and rear, and that they could neither retire into their 
camp, nor to the mountains, from whence the new 
enemy were come down upon them. Moft of the 
Veientes fled in diforder towards the Tiber, in order 
to pafs it, and return home: but very few of them 
efcaped. Some were killed upon the banks •, others 
were pufhed into the river, and fwallowed up by the 
waves •, and even thofe that could fwim were drowned 
through wearinefs, wounds, and fear. As to the Fi- 
denates, the few that remained of them.made towards 
Fidense through their own camp. The Romans pur- 
fued them thither, efpecially Quintius, whofe troops 
were ftill frelh, from their not having come down from 
the mountains till towards the end of the battle. 
Having entered pell-mell with the enemy, they got 
upon the walls, and made a fignal that the city was 
taken. As foon as the Dictator perceived it, he march¬ 
ed thither with his troops, and advanced to the cita¬ 
del, whither the foldiers and citizens were flying in 
crowds. The daughter was great, till the Fidenates 
laid down their arms, and furrendered at difcretion, 

aflving 
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afking only to have their lives fpared. The city and 3*9- 
camp were plundered by the troops. The Dictator 423 . ' 
returned to Rome, and triumphed at the head of his 
victorious army laden with fpoils. Mamercus laid 
down the DiCtatorfhip fixteen days after he received it, 
which made people doubt whether his moderation was 
not ftill greater than his valour; and left the city, 
which he found in extreme confternation, in the moft 
profound peace and tranquillity. 

A. Sempronius Atratinus. 

L. Quintius Cincinnatus. 

L. Furius Medullinus. 

L. Horatius Barbatus. 

A truce for twenty years was granted to the V eien- 
tes, and one only for three years to the fEqui, though 
they had demanded it for a longer term. 

A. Claudius Crassus, &c. 

The games which had been vowed during the wat, 421 
were now celebrated with great folemnity, and a vaft 
concourfe of the neighbouring people, who were 
highly fatisfied with the kind and engaging manner 
in which the Romans praCtifed holpitality in regard to 
them. 

After the celebration of thefe games, the Tribunes, 
highly difeontented and enraged, that the Plebeians 
could not obtain a fingle place amonglt the Military 
Tribunes, though that depended abfolutely upon the 
People, made great complaints to them upon that 
head in their harangues. They reproached the mul¬ 
titude, “ that their blind and ftupid admiration for 
thofe they really hated at bottom, made them continue 
voluntarily in eternal flavery; that they not only did 
not dare to afpire at the Confulfhip, but that even in 
the nomination of Military Tribunes, in which they 
had an equal right with the Senate, they forgot them- 
felves, and thofe attached to them. They added, that 
they ought not to wonder if none concerned themfelves 

Vol. II. F any 


A.R. 330, 
Ant. C. 
422. 


66 A. CLAUD. CRASSUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 

^Ant c*’ an y l° n g er - i n defence of the interefts of the People. 

42 ' K * * That perfons expofed themfelves willingly to la¬ 
bours and dangers of all kinds for thofe from whom 
they might reafonably expedt advantage and honours. 
That men would be capable of undertaking all things, 
if the greatnefs of rewards anfwered that -of their en¬ 
deavours. But for a Tribune of the People to plunge 
headlong into difputes, in which he could forefee 
nothing but dangers and no advantage •, and from 
which the only fruits he could p'romife himfelf were 
implacable hatred and eternal perfecution on the fide 
of the Senators, and on that of the People, for whom 
he contended, a total oblivion of all his interefts : this 
was what could neither be expedted nor required. 
That great honours generate great courages. That 
no Plebeian would defpife himfelf, if he ceafed to be 
defpifed by others. That at leaft they ought to make 
trial of fome of them, to experience what they are 
capable of, and to fee if it were fo prodigious a thing 
to find a man of valour and merit amongft the people. 
That, after many conflidts, they had prevailed that 
Military Tribunes with Confular authority might be 
eledted out of the People. That Plebeians, generally 
efteemed for the fervices they had rendered the State 
both in peace and war, had offered themfelves as can¬ 
didates for that dignity. That in the firft years, they 
had been fhamefully rejedted, and made to ferve only 
for the laughter of the Patricians ; that they had fince 
ceafed to produce themfelves on the like occafion, to 
avoid being made a fight, and experiencing fo fen- 
fible an affront. That they faw no reafon why they 
did not entirely abolifh a Law, that gave a Right, of 
which they were never to make ufe. That, whatever 
injuftice there might be in fuch a proceeding, it would 
be lefs fhameful for them not to be admitted into an 
office from which they were excluded by law, than to 
exclude themfelves as unworthy of it.” , 

* Eo impendi laborem ac periculum unde emolumentum atque 
hcmos fperetur. Nihil non aggrefTuros homines, fi magna conatis 
magna prasmia proponantur. Liv. 
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This kind of harangues were heard with pleafure, • 3 3 1 

and received with applaufes. They induced fome " 2 t j. 4 
Plebeians to offer themfelves as candidates for the 
office of Military Tribune, promifing the People, that , 
during their adminiftration they would pafs laws in 
favour of their interefls; as, for diftributing the lands 
belonging to the public, eftabliffiing new colonies for 
the relief of the citizens, and impofing a fixed tax up¬ 
on the proprietors of lands for the payment of the 
armies. The Military Tribunes actually in office, 
were not ignorant of all that paffed amongft the Peo¬ 
ple. They took the advantage of a feafon when few 
of the magiftrates were at Rome •, and having clan- 
deftinely given the Senators advice to repair thither at 
a certain day, the Senate, in the abfence of the Tri¬ 
bunes of the People, decreed, that, as there was ad¬ 
vice, that the Volfci had taken the field to ravage the 
country of the Hernici, the Military Tribunes lhould 
fet out immediately to inform themfelves upon the 
Ipot concerning the fad, and that in the mean time the 
affembly for the election of Confuls fhould be held. 

They left the collegue to govern Rome upon whofe 
tenacioufnefs they could moil rely: this was Appius 
Claudius, the fon of the Decemvir, a young rnagif- 
trate of great fire and audacity, and who had imbibed 
from his cradle an hatred for the People and their 
Tribunes. He immediately fummoned the affembly, 
and Confuls were chofen. The Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple were furprized and confounded at their return, 
and were incapable of ading any thing either with re- 
fped to thofe who had paffed the decree and were ab- 
fent, or Appius, the affair being entirely over and 
completed. . 

I do not know whether it was confident for fo grave 
and venerable a body as the Senate, to employ fuch 
little arts, as it did upon this occafion for the election 
of Confuls. I find fomething much more noble in the 
conduct of the People, and cannot fufficiently admire 
it. Animated by their Tribunes, they had made the 
utmoft: efforts, and proceeded to the laffc extremities, 
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A 4 nt 3 c'^° r bein S Emitted to ftiare ' m the Confulfhip. All is 
~^ zlt ' in a flame, and there is no danger that is not to be 
feared, fo enraged do the populace appear, and fo 
ready to commit the greateft violences. The Senate 
give way, and grant the Plebeians what they demand, 
changing only the name. The People immediately 
chufe three Military Tribunes with Confular authority, 
and not one of them Plebeians. What then is become 
of this fury of the People, ready to fubvert all things ? 
Like thofe violent and momentary ftorms that leave 
no traces behind them, it changes immediately into a 
wifdom and moderation, which have no example. It 
would perhaps feem lefs wonderful, that the People, 
charmed with the condefcenfion of the Senate, in the 
firfL moments and tranfport of their joy, fhould pique 
themfelves upon not giving place to that augnft Body, 
and upon nobly renouncing their own intereftsr But, 
notwithftanding the warm and continual follicitation 
of the Tribunes, to perfifl: in the fame fentiments dur¬ 
ing fo many years, for twenty are already pall fince 
the inftitution of Military Tribunes, and as many more 
will pafs without any Plebeians being admitted into 
that office ; this is what feems to me above all praife. 
There is reafon to believe that the people thought and 
aded in this manner out of efleem for the wifdom and 
condud of the Senators, in whofe hands they deemed 
the authority of the government better lodged than in 
thofe of the Plebeians. An expreflion in the harangue 
of the Tribunes which I have repeated above, feems to 
infinuate this. They reproach the People, that their 
blind and ftupid admiration of the Senators makes them 
condemn themfelves to eternal flavery, quod admira- 
tione eorum quos odijfent jlupens , in <etcrno feipfa fervitio 
teneret. This then, according to the Tribunes, is 
the People’s reafon for not being willing hitherto to 
admit Plebeians into the firft dignities of the ftate. 
Could any thing do them greater honour ? 
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C. Sempronius Atratinus. 


A. R. 332 
Ant. C. 


Fabius Vibulanus. 42l 

There happened this year a thing not immediately LJv j 
affedting Rome, but which merits a place hei'e, be- c . 37 - 
caufe the city to which it relates will have a great part 
hereafter in the Roman hiltory. The Samnites had 
long made war with the Hetrurians, moll probably 
upon account of a city called at that time Vulturnum, 
in the dependance of the latter. The Hetrurians, 
weary of the length and expences of the war, confent- 
ed at length that the Samnites Ihould fend a colony 
into Vulturnum, and that it Ihould be put into pof- 
feflion of part of the city and country adjacent. Some 
time after, the Samnites, taking advantage of a public 
folemnity, which was paffed in feafting and merri¬ 
ment, murdered in the night all the firft inhabitants, 
whom they found buried in wine and lleep, and be¬ 
came, by that horrid maflacre, foie mailers and pof- 
feffors of the city. They changed its name, and called 
it Capua, from Capys their chief, or for fome other 
reafon. 

The report of the extraordinary preparations for 
war made by the Volfci, were found to be only too 
true. Sempronius marched againft them. He was a 
general of great valour, popular, and familiar with 
the foldiers, by whom he was adored •, but he was more 
a foldier himfelf than a great captain, and made war, 
as if valour alone fufficed for difcharging all the duties 
of a commander in chief. As he led a victorious army 
againft a conquered enemy, he took none of thofe pre¬ 
cautions, which may be confidered as certain pledges 
of good fuccefs. He formed no body of rel'erve, dif- 
pofed his horfe very ill, and a£ted in every thing with 
the utmoft negligence, alluring himfelf of victory. 

The Volfci undeceived him. When they came to a 
battle, the Romans made no great refiftance, and foon 
gave way. It was in vain for the Conful to employ 
exhortations or reproaches. When fear has once feized 
the foldier, he fees and hears the example and orders 



of 


S. ATRATIN. F. VIBULAN. Confuls. 

33 2, of his general no longer. The Romans hearkened 

c ' to nothing, and the whole army was upon the point 
of being routed, when a fimple * Decurio of the horfe, 
called Tempanius, prevented a total defeat. That 
brave man, • feeing all give way, and that the cavalry, 
which the Conful had left in a place where the’ways 
were fo broken that it could not aft, cried out with 
a loud voice to the horfe to dilmount, if they would 
fave the Commonwealth. The horfe obeyed to a man, 
as if the Conful himfelf had given that order. 44 If 
44 we do not flop the enemy, faid he, the Roman 
44 power is no more. Follow my lance inftead of an 
44 enfign, and fhew both the Romans and Yolfci, that 
44 on foot as well as on horfe'oack nothing is able to 
44 refill you.” All raifed a great cry to exprefs their 
approbation •, and he advanced at the head of them 
with his lance raifed. They charged where the Ro¬ 
mans were moft prelfed. Where-ever they appeared, 
they re-inllated the battle, and if their number had 
admitted them to Ihew themfelves every where, they 
would undoubtedly have obliged the enemy to fly. 
As their impetuofity could not be fuftained, the ge¬ 
neral of the Yolfci ordered his troops to open them a 
way where they attacked, till that new battalion being' 
too far advanced, lhould be feparated from the reft of 
the army. This happened accordingly, and is a very 
ufual fault with victorious troops. Thofe brave fol- 
diers could not return the fame way they had entered, 
the enemy having clofed and ftrengthened their line 
extremely in that part of it, to prevent them from 
getting back. The Conful and Roman legions having 
loft fight of the battalion in which their whole force 
confifted, and apprehending, that thofe generous troops 
would be overpowered by the enemy, made the utmoft 
efforts to find and rejoin it. The Volfci, on one fide, 
ftrongly repulfed the Conful and legions, and on the 
other charged Tempanius and his foldiers with vigour. 

* The horfe of each legion was divided into Decuri®, confining of 
ten men. The officer who,conunanded one, was called Decurio. 

The 
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The latter, after having made many attempts, but 
always ineffectually, to break through the enemy, and 
return to the grofs of their own army, feized an emi¬ 
nence, where they drew up in an orb, and defended 
themfelves with a courage, that coil the Volfci abun¬ 
dance of blood. Only the night put an end to the 
battle. The Conful, on his fide, continued to fuftain 
and repel the enemy, as long as any light remained; 
when both fides drew off, without knowing which had 
gained the victory. The terror was fo great in both 
armies, that each believing themfelves defeated, left 
their wounded men with a great part of their baggage 
in their camp, and retired to the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains. The Volfci, however, furrounded the eminence 
till midnight, when being informed that their camp 
was abandoned, and believing their army defeated, 
they went off as they could. 

Tempanius, who did not doubt but he fhould be 
attacked as foon as it was light, was very much fur- 
prized at day-break to fee neither friends nor enemies. 
He could not conceive what was become of the two 
great armies, which occupied the plain a few hours 
before, and went himfelf firft to view the camp of the 
Volfci, and afterwards that of the Romans. He found 
the fame folitude, and faw only fome wounded men 
who had . not been able to follow the grofs of their 
army, in both. From thence he went immediately to 
the field of battle, where nothing prefented themfelves, 
to his view but dead and dying men, and the dread¬ 
ful fcene ufual the next day after a battle: He then 
carried off with him as many of the wounded as he 
could, and not knowing what route the Conful had 
taken, marched by the fhorteft way for Rome. 

The news of this unfortunate battle, and of the 
camp’s being abandoned, had already fpread there, 
and occafioned a general confternation in every family. 
The lofs of the cavalry was particularly deplored, who 
were believed to have been entirely cut to pieces. 
The Conful Fabius, to prevent furprize, had polled 
F 4 troops 
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. troops at the gates. A body of armed men perceived 
at a great diftance, gave the city new terror, and it 
was feared that they were the enemy. That fear foon 
changed into inconceivable gladnefs, when it was dis¬ 
covered that thefe troops were the horfe, who were 
believed dead. Nothing was heard throughout the 
city but acclamations of joy. Their mothers and 
wives, quite out of their fenfes, and forgetting the 
decency of their fex, ran to meet them, and with faces 
bathed in tears, tenderly embraced their children and 
hufbands, whom they faw again contrary to all ex- 
peftation. 

The Tribunes of the People expreffed their viru¬ 
lence againft the Patricians at a very wrong time on 
this occafion. They had cited M. Poftumius and T. 
Quintius before the People, on account of the battle 
of Veii, loft by their fault four or five years before. 
The prefent feemed a favourable occafion for reviving 
that affair. Having fummoned the affembly, they 
reprefented with abundance of warmth and vivacity, 
that the fault of the two generals at Veii having re¬ 
mained unpunifhed, had made way for what had hap¬ 
pened againft the Volfci, where the Conful had be¬ 
trayed his army, abandoned the braveft of the cavalry 
to be cut to pieces, and fhamefully deferted his camp. 
One of the Tribunes, called C. * Villius, caufed the 
Knight Tempanius to be cited, and interrogated him 
juridically before the whole affembly in thefe terms. 
“ Tempanius, I afk you, whether you believe that 
“ the Conful Sempronius gave battle at apropertime, 
“ whether he polled a body of referve for the fecurity 
“ of the army, and whether he difcharged any of the 
“ duties of a good Conful ? I afk you again, when 

you faw the legions routed, whether you did not, 
“ of your own accord, make the horfe difmount, and 
“ reinftate the battle ? Whether, when you and your 

* He is called C. Julius in the text. The Julii were Patricians, and 
confequently could not be Tribunes of the People. Sigonius conjec¬ 
tures with much probability on his fide, that C, Villius ihould be read 

here# 
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“ followers were feparated from the reft of the army, A.R. 33*. 
“ the Conful aided you in perfon, or fent you any * 

« aid ? Whether you were joined by any reinforce- 
« ment the next day ? Whether you and your troops 
“ did not penetrate to our camp in effedt of your own 
“ courage ? Whether you found the Conful or the 
“ army there ? or whether you did not find it aban- 
“ doned by all, except the fick and .wounded, that 
“ had been left in it ? As you are a man of truth, 

** and one by whole valour alone our army was pre- 
“ ferved, you are to anfwer to all thefe heads faith- 
“ fully, and without difguifing any thing •, and alfo 
“ to tell me, where Sempronius and the legions are ? 

“ Whether you abandoned the Conful, or the Conful 
“ you ? And laftly, whether we gained the vidtory, or 
“ were defeated ?” 

The affair was delicate and perplexing to a foldier, 
who was unwilling either to depart from truth, or ac- 
cufe his general *. The anfwer of Tempanius was 
fimple and foldierly, that is to fay, without ornament, 
but full of good fenfe and dignity 3 and he equally 
avoided fetting himfelf off, and accufing or leffening 
others. It was, “ That it did not become a foldier to 
pafs his judgment upon the military abilities of his ge¬ 
neral : that the People fhould have made that enquiry, 
when they elected him Conful. That therefore he 
fhould not bp afked what he thought of the plan and 
defigns of Sempronius as to the operations of the war, 
upon which he conceived the moft expert in the art mi¬ 
litary might find it difficult to anfwer. That as to him, 
he could only fpeak what he faw, which was. That be¬ 
fore he was feparated from the grofs of the army, he 
faw the Conful fighting at the head of the troops, ex¬ 
horting them, and repairing in perfon wherever the 
danger was greateft: that afterwards himfelf and his 
followers loft fight of him. That however, by the 
noife and cries which he heard, he judged that the 

- * Adyerfus hasc Tempanii oratio incompta fuiffe dicitur, casterum 
militariter gravis; non fuis vana laudibus, non crimine alieno laeta. 
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battle had been continued till night; and that the 
numbers of the enemy had prevented the Conful from 
penetrating to the eminence he had feized. That he 
did not know: where the army was; but conjectured, 
that as himfelf and his followers had taken the advan¬ 
tage of an eminence for their defence, the Conful had 
fought a proper place to encamp, for the better fecu- 
rity of himfelf and his army. That he believed the 
troops of the Yolfci were in no better condition than 
thofe of the Romans : and that the night had equally 
prevented the two armies from knowing how to aft, or 
what was become of each other.” For the reft, he 
defired they would favour him fo far as not to detain 
him any longer, being in great need of reft after his 
fatigues, and to get his wounds dreft. And indeed, 
the Tribune was very unreafonable, to ftop, as he 
did, a foldier fo much fatigued as Tempanius muft 
have been, for the fake of interrogations fo little ne- 
ceffary and fo abfurd. He returned home with the 
higheft praifes and applaufes of the whole People, 
who admired the wifdom and moderation of his an- 
fwer ftill more than the -valour and good conduft, 
with which he had fo lately fought the enemies of his 
country. 

But the Tribunes continued their proceedings againft 
the two commanders they had cited before the People. 
As the multitude were highly afflifted with what 
had happened againft the Volfci, and very much dif- 
fatisfied with their generals, Poftumius was condemn- 
ed in a fine: but as for Quintius, his great aftions 
fince the unfortunate battle of Yeii, and the regard 
of the People for his father Cincinnatus and his (1) 

(1) Quintius Capitolinus mentioned here furvived Cincinnatus, who 
was Di&ator after fourfcore : from whence, and what he fays above in 
Caefo Quintius’s trial, Capitolinus fhould rather have been the uncle 
than grandfather both of this Conful and Caefo. Livy fays, he im¬ 
plored the People, that having fo Ihort a time to live, they would not 
fuffer him to carry the fad news of their feverity to Cincinnatus : u ex- 
a£tae jam aetatis Capitolinus Quintius, fuppliciter orans, ne fe brevi 
reliquo vitae fpatio tarn triftem nuncium ferre ad Cincinnatum pate- 
rentjur.’ 1 Liv. 1. 4. c. 41, 

grand- 
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grandfather Ch Capitolinus, fpared him that affront, A. R. iv- 
and he was acquitted. A ^o. * 

The People amongft the reft of the Tribunes no¬ 
minated Sex. Tempanius, A. Sellius, L. Antiftius, 
and Sex. Pompilius, though abfent. The three laft 
were the principal perfons of the Knights, who had 
followed Tempanius in the generous atflion we have 
juft related. This fhews that the People are fenfible 
to merit, and are not flow in rewarding it. The va¬ 
lour alone of thofe four noble foldiers had made in- 
tereft for them in their abfence. 

The Confullhip having given great difguft this year, 

Military Tribunes were elected for the next. 

L. Manlius Capitolinus, &c. 

The beginning of the year, L. Hortenfius, Tribune a.r. 333. 
of the People, cited Sempronius the Conful of the Ant - c - 
laft year, to take his trial. His four collegues men- 4I9 ' 
tioned above defired him not to proceed with rigour 
.againft their general, who could be reproached with 
nothing but his ill fortune. As the Tribune feemed 
averfe to complying with their requeft, they declared, 
that if he perfifted in his refolution, they would change 
habits with the accufed, prefent themfelves to the 
People as fuppliants, and implore their pity for a ge¬ 
neral, who had always treated them with great good- 
nefs, and whom they looked upon as their father. 
Hortenfius could hold out no longer againft fuch 
moving and noble fentiments. “ The Roman People, 

“ faid he, fhall not fee their Tribunes in the garb of 
“ fuppliants and criminals. I defift from proceeding 
“ againft Sempronius, as he has known how, during 
“ his command, to make his foldiers love him fo well.” 

And indeed, that is an exceedingly great merit, and 
a glory to which generals cannot too much afpire *. 

The People and Senate equally admired both the warm 
gratitude of the. four Tribunes, and the facility with 
which Hortenfius complied with fuch juft entreaties. 

* Nec pietas quatuor Tribunorum, quam Hortenfii tam placabile ad 
juftas preces ingenium, pariter Plebi Patribufque gratior fuit. Liv. 
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SECT. IV. 


¥'wo new Qu^flors for the army are inflit uted , which of¬ 
ficers are ftill chofen out of the Patricians. Functions 
of the Quaflors. Sempronius is fined . A Vefial virgin 

accufed and acquitted. Confpiracy of the fiaves ftifled 
in its birth. Mi funder funding of the generals followed 

with their defeat , which is retrieved by the Dictator. 
Poflumius , one of the Military Pribunes , is fioned by 
his army. Piinijhment of that murder. Various divi- 
fions and wars. Phe Plebeians attain the Shueflcrjhip. 
War againfi the Volfci . JVra; troubles in the common¬ 
wealth. Pay of the Roman infantry firfi inflituted. 
Siege of Veii begun. 


Numerius Fabius Vibulanus. 
T. Quintius Capitolxnus. 


l^TOthing confiderable patted without doors during 
this Confulfhip *, but there was abundance of 
agitation within, and it is eafy to judge that the Tri¬ 
bunes were at the bottom of it. 

Till then there had been only two Quseflors, whofe 
functions were confined to the city, and who had al¬ 
ways been eledded out of the body of the Patricians. 
The Confuls propofed the creation of two more, to 
follow the Confuls and generals to the field, and whofe 
province fhould extend folely to war. The Tribunes 
did not rejeft this propofal, but they demanded, that 
part of the Quasftors fhould be elefted out of the 
Plebeians. The Senate, after great difputes, confent- 
ed, that the fame fhould take place in refpeft to the 
Quasftors as to the Military Tribunes, and that the 
People fhould be at liberty to chufe them indifferently 
out of the Patricians or Plebeians. But this condef- 
centton, though it coft the Senate much reluftance, 
did not fatisfy the Tribunes. Inftrufted by what hap¬ 
pened in the eleftion of Military Tribunes, they in¬ 
filled upon its being decreed, that the Qii^eftors fhould 

be 
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be abfolutely chofen half Patricians and half Plebeians. A.R. 334. 
The Senate, the more ealily to terminate this affair, Allt - C - 
defired exceedingly to proceed to the ele&ion of Con- 
fuls: for the time was arrived. It was necelfary for 
them to pafs a decree for that purpofe, which the 
Tribunes oppofed. 

The Confuls having quitted their office, an Inter¬ 
regnum enfued, which continued a confiderable time, 
through the new difficulties which were ftarted every 
day, and urged very warmly on both fides. At length, 
on the remonftranees of L. Papirius Mugillanus, who 
had been appointed Inter-rex after feveral others, an 
accommodation was concluded, in which each fide 
feemed to abate fomething of their pretenfions. Its 
purport was, that the Senate fhould fuffer Military 
Tribunes to be nominated in the room of Confuls ; 
and that the Tribunes of the People fhould not op- 
pofe the election of Qusftors indifferently out of the 
two orders. 

They began by chufing Military Tribunes. They 
were all Patricians. 

L. Quintius Cincinnatus, III. 

S. Furius Medullinus, II. 

M. Manlius. 

A. Sempronius Atratinus. 

The election of QuEeftors came on next. Sempro¬ 
nius prefided in the affembly held for that purpofe. 
Amongft feveral Plebeians, who were candidates for 
that office, were the fon of Antiflius, and a brother 
of Pompilius, both Tribunes of the People. Their 
credit was great; ftrong interefl was made •, and they 
omitted nothing that might acquire them the honour 
of being the firfl: to introduce the Quseftorfhip into 
the Plebeian order, the one in favour of his fon, and 
the other of his brother. Their endeavours were, 
however, abortive, and the People could not help 
preferring the nobility, whofe fathers and grandfathers 
they had feen difeharge the functions of the Confulfhip 
with dignity and fplendor. 
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The Tribunes in effedt were in the higheft fury, 
efpecially thofe whom that difgraceful difappointment 
perfonally affected. They faid, “ That they could 
not conceive how the People could be fo infenfible to 
the fervices they had done them, the ill treatment they 
had received from the Senators, the earneft requeft of 
two of their Tribunes in behalf of a fon and a brother, 
and the pleafure of poffeffing a new dignity that offer¬ 
ed itfelf to them, as to be able to perfevere tenacioufly 
in refilling to reward any Plebeian, not only with the 
office of Military Tribune, but now with the Quasftor- 
fhip.” They cried out that there muff infallibly have 
been fome fraud in reporting the fuffrages, and that 
Sempronius, who had taken them, ought to be called 
to an account. But as he was a perfon of diftinguiffi- 
ed probity, whom his innocence and the dignity of his 
office placed out of their reach, they turned their 
whole indignation againft his kinfman C. Sempronius. 
They revived the affair of the laft battle, and cited 
him to take his trial before the People. Notwith- 
ftanding all the endeavours ufed by the Senators in 
his favour, they could not prevent him from being 
condemned in a fine. 

Summary defcripion of the fundlions of the Quajiorfhip. 

Quaeftor is properly what we call treafurer. It is 
derived * from a Latin word that fignifies To enquire, 
becaufe to enquire into the public revenues, and fome- 
times into criminal affairs, was confided to the care of 
the Qufeftors. 

Only two were created at firft, whofe fundtions did 
not extend beyond the city. Authors do not agree 
concerning the time of their inftitution. The moll 
common opinion places it in the reign of Tullus 
Hoftilius, or in the Confulfhip of Valerius Publicola, 
the firft year after the expulfion of the Tarquins. 
There were two Quteftors annually, chofen, and of the 
Patrician order. 

^Quseftores a quserendo di£U funt, qui conquirerent publicas pe« 
cunias, & maleficia. Varr, 1, 4. de ling. Lat. 

It 
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It was the Quaeftors, _ who profecuted Sp. Caflius A -R- 335* 
before the People, (Livy mentions Quseftors for the A ^' p* 
firft time in that palfage) and who alfo accufed M. Liv. l\. 
Volfcius. j d + ‘' 

The two Quseftors of the city, who till then had c . i 4> V 
been chofen by the Kings, according to thofe who L!v - *• 
afcribe the inftitution qf them to Tullus Hofti- c ' 43 ’ 
lius, and afterwards by the Confuls ; two others were 
added to ferve abroad and in the armies the 334th year 
of Rome. The People prevailed to have it ordained, 
that for the future the Quseftors might be chofen in¬ 
differently out of the Plebeians and Patricians. 

The Qusftors of the city had the keeping of the 
public treafury, called jErarium, which was in- the 
temple of Saturn. They depofited there the fums 
paid into their hands by the tax-farmers of the Ro¬ 
man People, thofe which were raifed by the fale of 
fpoils taken from the enemy, and all the public reve¬ 
nues in general. They kept an exadt regifter of re¬ 
ceipts and dilburfements, and delivered no fum with¬ 
out the order of the Confuls or the Senate. When the 
army was upon the point of taking the field, they took 
the enfigns out of the public treafury, where they were 
kept, and caufed them to be carried to the. Conlul. 

The commonwealth alfo charged them with the care 
of lodging Embaffadors, of fupplying them with all 
neceffaries, and giving them the prefents ordered by 
the Senate at their departure. 

The Quseftors for the fervice abroad were created, 
as v/e have faid before, for the * occafions of war. 

They had the keeping of the military cheft, and ac¬ 
companied the Confuls and generals in the army, in 
order to take an account, and to fell the fpoils of the 
enemy, and efpecially to provide what was neceffary 
for the fubfiftence of the army. 

There were only two of thefe at firft : but their 
number was augmented in proportion to the conquefts 
of the Roman People. One was fent into each pro- 

* Ut pneter duos urbanos Quseftores, duo Confulibus ad minifleria 
belli prseftd ellent. Liv. L 4. c, 43, 

vince * 
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vince with the Prtetor, except Sicily, which had two, 
becaufe it was divided into two parts : the one refided 
at Lilybseum, and the other at Syracufe. Befides the 
military cheft, of which they had the keeping, thofe 
who farmed the revenues of the Roman People, paid 
the fums collected from the provinces into their hands, 
which they returned to Rome, in order to their being 
depofited in the public treafury. Sometimes, in the 
abfence of the Prstor, the care of adminiftring juf- 
tice, and even commanding the army, was confided to 
them. 

The Quasftors drew lots for their different provinces, 
whether in the city, in Italy, or elfewhere. 

The Quasftorfhip was not one of the great offices 
of the State, but * the firft flep to them. It was not 
ufually conferred till after ten years' fervice, that is 
to fay, at about the age of twenty-feven. 

I cannot conclude this little digreffion upon the 
Quaeftorfhip better, in my opinion, than with a fine 
paffage of Cicero, wherein he repeats the difpofition, 
with which he entered into that office. After -f hav¬ 
ing called the Gods to witnefs the fincerity of what 
he is going to fay: “ In all the employments, fays 
he, with which the Roman People have hitherto ho¬ 
noured me, I have thought myfelf obliged by the 
moft facred ties of religion to difcharge the duties of 
them worthily. When I was firft made Quceftor, I 
considered that dignity, not as a gift beftowed on me, 
but as a depofite confided to my vigilance and fidelity. 
When I was afterwards fent in the fame office into 
Sicily, I imagined that all eyes were fixed upon me 

* Quaeftura primus gradus honoris. 2 Verr. n. 11. 

f O dii immortales-ita mihi meam voluntatem fpemque reliquae 

vitae veftra populique Romani exiftimatio comprobet, ut ego, quos 
adhuc mihi magiftratus populus Romanus mandavit, fie eos accepi, ut 
me omnium officiorum obftringi religione iirbitrarer. Ita quaeftor fum 
factus, ut mihi honorem ilium non tam datum quam creditum ac 
commiffiim putarem. Sic obtinui quaefturam in provincia ut omnium 
oculos in me unum conje&os arbitrarer : ut me quaelturamque meam 
quafi in aliquo orbis terrae theatro verfari exiftimarem ; ut omnia 
femper, quae jucunda videntur efle, non modo his extraordinariis 
cupiditatibus, fed etiam ipfi naturae ac neceflitati denegarem. Verr« 
7- 3 5- . 



exhibited upon foine great theatre to the fight of all 
nations. With this thought I denied myfelf not only- 
all pleafures, that induce ilrong paflions, but even 
thofe which are moft allowable and even neceffary.” 
It were to be wifhed that all magiftrates entered upon 
office with the fame difpofitions. 

The fame year that the number of Quaeftors was 
augmented, Poftumia, one of the Veftals, was ac- 
cufed of having violated her vow of chaftity *. A 
too great care in adorning her perfon, and a behavi¬ 
our too free for a facred virgin, had occafioned her be¬ 
ing fufpected of that crime, not without fome foun¬ 
dation. She defended her caufe, and juftified herfelf. 
At firft a farther examination was decreed : and then, 
after fhe had been declared innocent, the Great Pon¬ 
tiff admonifhed her to behave with more prudence 
and lets gaiety for the future ; and to have more regard 
to modefty than tafte and elegance, in her drefs. 

The people of Capua about this time made them- 
felves mailers of the city of Cumae, which had beea 
poffeffed till then by the Greeks. 


Agr. Menenius Lanatus, &c. 
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The flaves formed a confpiracy to fet the city on 416. 


fire in feveral parts, in order to feize the Capitol, 
whilft the People were employed in extinguilhing it. 
Jupiter, fays Livy, fruftrated the effed of fo crimi¬ 
nal a defign : for the Romans referred every thing to 
the Divinity. Two of the flaves difcovered the con¬ 
fpiracy. They were rewarded with their liberty, and 

* Poftumia, virgo Veftalis, de inceftu caufam dixit, crimine in- 
noxia*; ob fufpicionem propter cultum amceniorem, ingeniumqu© 
liberius quam virginem decet, parum abhorrens famam. f Amplia- 
tam, deinde abfqlutam pro collegii fententia, Pontifex maximus ab* 
ftinere jocis, colique fan£te potius quam fcite juffit. Liv. 

* c Ob fufpicionem,’&c. This Latinity is fufpe&ed by Cronovius. He reads 1, 
* ab fufpicione——-parum abhorrens. Earn &c.’ 

-f f Ampiiata.’ By Ampliation i a term ufed when it was decreed by the judges, 
that the procefs fiiould be begun again, that is to fay, that the caufe fhould be tried 
a fecond or third time. 
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a confiderable fum of money for thofe times j and the 
moil criminal were punifhed. 

L. Sergius Fidenas. 

L11 L • V> » 

415- M. Papirius Mugillanus. 

C. Servilius. 

The war with the rEqui was in a manner become 
annual. The people of Lavicum had joined them. 
The Senate decreed that two of the Confular Tri¬ 
bunes fhould march againft the enemy, and that the 
third, fhould remain in the city to govern it. Thefe 
functions were to be decided by lot. None of them 
were willing to have the latter province, as lead: ho¬ 
nourable •, and each believed himfelf the molt capable 
of commanding the troops. As none of them would 
give place to the others, Servilius, father of one 
of them, rofe up, and laid : “ Since you have no 
“ refpedt either for the Senate or the Commonwealth, 
“ paternal authority fhall put an end to the difpute. 
“ My fon, without drawing lots, fhall take upon him 
“ the care of the city. I wifh that thofe, who are fo 
u fond of the command of the army, may aft with 
“ all the prudence and union neceflary to its fuccefs.*’ 

This difcourfe Ihews how far the power of fathers 
extended over their children, even when ftipreme ma- 
giftrates, and how much it was refpected at Rome. It 
was not thought proper to levy the army out of all 
-the Tribes : ten of them only were drawn by lot, of 
which the youth were lifted. After which the two 
Tribunes fet out. 

The mifunderftanding, which had already began to 
appear between them in the city, broke out much 
more in the camp, and always flowed from the fame 
principles, the high efteem that each of them had for 
his own capacity, and the defire of commanding alone. 
They never agreed in opinion, and each infilled in¬ 
flexibly upon his own. Each was for having no coun- 
fels followed, and no orders executed, but his own. 
The only point they did not differ in, was to have a 
fupreme contempt for each other. Their diflenfion 

ran 
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ran fo high, that the Lieutenant Generals were ob¬ 
liged to remonftrate to them, that affairs could not 
fubfift upon the prefent foot; and they prevailed up¬ 
on them to divide their authority, and command each 
his day alternately. 

When this news came to Rome, Servilius, whofe 
experience was very great in effeft of his years and 
employments, implored the Gods, that they would 
not fuffer the difcord of the Tribunes to prove fatal 
to the Commonwealth; and forefeeing, that fome great 
■calamity was at hand, he preffed his fon to make the 
levies, in order to be ready to take the field on the 
firft notice. 

He was not miftaken. Sergius, on one of the 
days that he commanded, feeing the enemy kept clofe 
within their intrenchments, believed it was through 
fear, and advanced to their camp, in hopes of making 
himfelf mafterof.it. Her was no fooner arrived at it, 
than the enemy marched out of it fuddenly, attacked* 
the Romans with all their forces, and purfued them 
into the valley down the afcent with great daughter. 
The Romans found it very difficult to defend their 
camp for that day only: but the next, when they faw 
the fEqui invefting them on feveral fides, they fhame- 
fully abandoned it. The Generals, with their Lieu¬ 
tenants, and their belt troops, who did not quit their 
enfigns, retired to Tufculum. The reft difperfed 
themfelves about the country, and by different ways 
arrived at Rome, where they reprefented the defeat 
much greater than it really was. 

The alarm was the lefs at Rome, as it was in fome 
meafure expefted, and becaufe the military Tribune 
Servilius had prepared new forces. Couriers, who had 
been difpatched to inform themfelves of the condition 
of the army, brought advice, that the Generals and 
troops were at Tufculum, and that the enemy ftill 
continued in their old camp. But what revived the 
people’s courage moft, was the nomination of Servilius 
Prifcus Dictator by order of the Senate. He ap¬ 
pointed his fon, one of the military Tribunes, his 

G 2 General 
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A. R. 357- General of the horfe, by whom himfelf had been de- 
Ant. C. c j arec ^ Dictator. Others however fay, that Ahala 
Servilius was chofen General of the horfe upon this 


occafion. 

The Dictator fet out with the new army, and hav¬ 
ing reinforced it witli that atTufculum, he encamped 
at two miles from the enemy. The negleft and in- 
folence, which had before appeared in the Roman Ge¬ 
nerals, went over to the ASqui with their good fuccefs. 
The Didtator, after having fent his horfe in the be¬ 
ginning of the battle to charge the enemy’s front, 
which foon put them into diforder, advanced with the 
Legions-, and finding a ftandard-bearer fiacken his 
pace, he killed him with his own hands. The ardour 
of the Roman troops was fo great, that the AEqui 
could not fuftain their attack, and fled to their camp, 
the taking of which coft ftill lefs time and trouble 
than the battle, though very Ihort. The Dictator 
gave the whole plunder of it to the troops. The 
horfe, who had purfued the enemy in their flight, hav¬ 
ing brought back advice, that all the people of Lavi- 
cum, and great part of the AEqui, had retired into 
that city, the army marched thither the next day. 
The place was taken by aflault, and plundered by 
the foldiers. 

The Dictator marched back his victorious army to 
Rome, and abdicated his office eight days after he had 
received it. The Senate, before the Tribunes had 
time to fpeak of the diftribution of the lands, very 
judicioufly decreed that a colony fhould be fent to (i) 
Lavicum. Fifteen hundred citizens went thither, to 
whom two acres a man were given. 
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A. Sempronius Atratinus III. &c. 

During thefe two years every thing was quiet. Mae- 
cilius and Metilius, two Tribunes of the People, ex- 


(1) Lavicum, or Labicum, was a city in the country of theLalines, 
about fifteen miles from Rome, 
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cited fome commotions by propofing a law for the j 
diftribution of the lands 'belonging to the public: 
this was the ufual bait with which the mofc feditious 
of the Tribunes lured the People. Whenever they 
were for diftreffing the Senate, and extorting forne 
new privilege from them, they never failed to revive 
this old pretenGon. The Abbe Vertot gives us a very 
clear account of the grounds and caufes of thefe djvi- 
Gons, which recur fo often in the Roman Hiftory, and 
of the unfurmountable difficulties with which a diftri¬ 
bution of lands was attended : I fhall do no more than 
copy him in this place. 

Rome, built upon the lands of. ftrangers, and ori¬ 
ginally dependent upon the city of Alba, had little or 
no territory, that it had not conquered fword in hand. 
The Patricians, and thofe who had the greateft fhare 
in the government, had taken fome diftridts of it into 
their own hands, fubjedt to a certain taxation or Cen- 
fus, and at a rent •, they afterwards appropriated fuch. 
parts of it as fuited them beft to themfelves, and form¬ 
ed them into a kind of patrimony. Long prefcription 
had covered thefe ufurpations, and made it very dif- 
ftcult to trace the ancient boundaries that feparated 
what belonged to the public, from what had been 
granted to each particular. 

The Tribunes however pretended to difpoflefs the 
antient proprietors of thefe lands, who had even eredt- 
ed buildings upon them. So odious an enquiry put 
the principal Hottfes of the Commonwealth into a 
confternation. The Senate often affembled to concert 
meafures for rendering fuch dangerous propofals abor¬ 
tive. Appius Claudius, though the youngeft and 
laft of the Senators, propofed advice upon this occa- 
Gon, which was not difagreeable to his order. He 
faid, “ that the means for oppofing the tyranny of 
the Tribunes was to be fought only amongft them¬ 
felves. That in order to this, they had no more to 
do than to bring over only one of thofe Plebeian Ma- 
giftrates, to prevent the bad defigns of his collegues 
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A. R. 3j9-by his oppofition. That the laft and leaft popular in 
A ”^ c ‘ that office were the perfons to be applied to. That 
thofe men who were now in the public affairs, and jea¬ 
lous of the authority, which Maeciiius and Metilius 
affumed, would not be infenfible to the careffes of the 
Senate •, and perhaps would lend them their oppofi¬ 
tion, merely for the fake of appearing confiderable, 
and of making feme figure in the government.” 

This advice was unanimoufly approved, and Ap- 
pius was highly praifed for not degenerating from 
the virtue of his anceftors. Such of the Senators as 
had any intimacy with the Tribunes of the People, 
infinuated themfelves into their confidence, and “ re- 
prefented to them the confufion into which they would 
plunge the State in general, and every family in par¬ 
ticular, if an endlefs difquifition were to be entered 
into, in order to eftablifh which lands were granted 
by Romulus, which were acquired from the neigh¬ 
bours during the fpace of three hundred years, and. 
which particulars had appropriated in different ages. 
That the fcheme of a law for eftabliffiing a perfect 
equality of fortune between all the 'citizens, would 
fubvert the fubordination fo effential in a ftate ; that 
the rich, whether Patricians or Plebeians, would not 
fuffer themfelves to be deprived fo eafily of the eftates 
they had either inherited from their anceftors, or actu¬ 
ally purchafed from legal poffeffors •, and that fo inju¬ 
rious an enquiry would infallibly occafion a civil war, 
and perhaps coft the beft blood in the Commonwealth.” 
At length, between entreaties and remonftrances, they 
were fo fuccefsful as to bring over fix of the ten 
Tribunes ; and they oppofed the promulgation of 
the law. 

Masciiius and his collegue, enraged to fee them¬ 
felves oppofed at their own tribunal and by their own 
collegues, treated the fix as traitors, enemies to the 
People, and (laves to the Senate. But notwithftand- 
ing thofe injurious appellatives, as the oppofition of 
only one Tribune fufficed for putting a ftop to die 
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proceedings of the nine others, and fix oppofed the 
palling of this law, Maecilius and his collegue were 
obliged to defift from their enterprize. 

P. Cornelius Cossus, &c. 

Cn. Cornelius Cossus, &c. 

M. Poftumius Regillenfis, one of the Military 
Tribunes, took a fmall city called (1) Vote. That 
General had a capacity for war, but was cruel, haugh¬ 
ty, proud of his birth and dignity, and carried thofe 
advantages too far in a commonwealth, where all the 
citizens pretended to be equals. He had declared in 
attacking the place that the foldiers fhould have the 
fpoils of it •, but when it was taken he changed his 
mind. This breach of his word had given birth to 
great difguft againft him. 

His collegues having fent for him to the city upon 
account of commotions excited by the Tribunes of 
the People, of whom one, called Scxtius, propofed 
in his prelence the fending of a colony to Vote, add¬ 
ing, that it was but juft to grant that city and its de¬ 
pendencies to thofe who had acquired it by their 
arms he anfwered brutally, “ Wo be to my foldiers, 
“ if they infill on any fuch thing.” Thofe words 
Ihocked the whole affembly exceedingly, and the Se¬ 
nate afterwards, when they were told it. Sextius, 
who was-a man of fpirit, and did not want eloquence, 
was very glad to find in the adverfe party a man of a 
proud heart and a petulant tongue, whom it was eafy' 
to provoke and enrage into venting violent and rafti 
expreffions, capable not only of rendering his perfon 
odious, but of doing great prejudice to his caufe and 
party. Accordingly he attacked him more frequently 
and with greater warmth than any of the other Mili¬ 
tary Tribunes. Immediately after his menacing words, 
"which I have juft mentioned, “ Do you hear, Romans, 
“ faid Sextius, the menaces Poftumius makes his 

I 

(x) Or Bola, upon the frontier of the country of the JEqui, about 
fixteen miles from Rome. 
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“ foldiers, as if they were flaves ? However, when 
“ the firlt offices of the State are to be difpofed of, 
“ this wild beaft is more worthy of them in your 
“ judgment, than thofe who are folicitous for fend- 
“ ing you into fertile colonies, for procuring you eafy 
“ eftabliffiments in your old age, and who every day 
u fuftain rude conflicts for you with fuch proud and 
“ infolent adverfaries. And can you be furprized af- 
“ ter this, that fo few take the defence of your in- 
“ terefts upon themfelves ? What reward might they 
“ expedt for doing fo ? Are they the offices which 
“ you chufe rather to confer upon your adverfaries 
“ than defenders ? The words you juft now heard 
“ him fay, made you give a groan. But wherefore 
“ thofe groans ? Were you this moment to give your 
“ fuffrages, you would prefer this man, who prefumes 
“ to menace you, to thofe who are for procuring 
“ lands, dwellings, and eftabliffiments for you.” 

The report of this injurious expreffion having fpread 
in the camp, it occafioned much greater indignation 
there. “ How!” faid the foldiers, “ not content 
“ with depriving us, contrary,_to his promife, of the 
“ fpoils that were our due, does he dare to threaten 
“ us alfo ?” As the complaints and murmurs rofe 
high, the Quseftor Seftius, to appeafe the fedition, 
believed it neceffary to employ the fame, violent me¬ 
thods as had given occafion for them. He fent a 
Lidtor to feize a foldier who was exclaiming highly. 
Immediately a great tumult enfued. The Lidtor was 
repulfed with violence, the Quseftor himfelf wounded 
with a ftone, and told as he withdrew by him that had 
hurt him in an infulting manner, that he was only 
treated as the general threatened to treat the foldiers. 
Poftumius himfelf upon this news haftened to the 
army. A man of his rough and violent charadter, 
and hated univerfally by the troops belides, was a 
very improper perfon for appealing fuch a commo¬ 
tion. Inftead of endeavouring to extinguiffi the flame 
of revolt by wife moderation, he augmented it ex¬ 
ceedingly by fevere enquiries, and the cruel puniffi- 

ments 
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ments which he inflicted. It has been faid with much A -3+ 1 
reafon *, it were to be wifned, that the perfons who 
govern a ftate refembled the laws, which never pvtnifh 
with paflion and rage, but folely out of juftice, and 
for the good of the public. As he fet no bounds to 
his fury, and the foldiers, whom he had condemned 
to fuffer an -f- unheard of punifhment, raifed great 
cries, and made refinance, he defcended from his tri¬ 
bunal, and thruft amongft the. croud to prevent their 
efcaping him. The Lidtors who went before him,, 
clearing the way v/ith violence, the indignation, or 
rather fury, of the foldiers ran fo high, that the Mi¬ 
litary Tribune was ftoned to death by his army. 

The news of fo criminal a rebellion, and fo tragical 
an event, occafioned great grief at Rome, and ex¬ 
tremely embarraffed both parties. The queftion was 
to decree enquiries, and to punifh the guilty, which 
would be attended with great difficulties, in effedl of 
the oppofition of the Tribunes. But firft the choice 
of new magiftrates was necelfary, and the Senate pre¬ 
vailed, though with difficulty, that Confuls fhould 
be elected. 

M. Cornelius Cossus. A. R. 34a 

L. Furius Medullinus. A ^ 0> C ' 

The firft thing which the Senate did at the begin¬ 
ning of the year, was to pafs a decree, that the Tri¬ 
bunes lhould lay the affair of the enquiry into the 
murder of Poftumius before the People, and that the 
People lhould charge whom they thought fit with 
that commiffion. That condudt of the Senate was 
very wife, who, in feeming to do honour to the Peo¬ 
ple, endeavoured to difcharge themfelves of a bufinefs , 

* Optandum eft, ut ii qui prsefunt reip. legum fimiles fint, quse ad 
puniendum non iracundia fed sequitate ducuntur. Cic. de Offic. 1 .1. 
c. 89, 

f Livy calls it fo in his firft book, chap. 51, where he tells us, that 
Turnus Herdonius was thrown at his length into fhallow water under 
an hurdle, and preffed down with ftones till he was drowned. So he 
fays here, “ necari fub crate juflerathe had condemned them to be 
drowned under an hurdle. * 
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• odious in itfelf, and at the fame time very delicate : 
but they did not fucceed in it. The People referred 
the cognizance of that affair to the two Confuls. They 
terminated it with all poffible lenity and moderation; 
contenting themfelves with condemning a final! num¬ 
ber of the moft criminal to die, which they prevented 
by killing themfelves. The People, however, were 
not fatisfied, and complained that a law for punifhing 
Plebeians was immediately put in execution, whild 
one that concerned their interefts was pro traded during 
fo many years. 

In the prefent conjuncture, the didribution of the 
lands of Yoke feems to have been highly proper for 
mollifying the People, and leffening their defire of the 
Agrarian law, that was to dived the Patricians of the 
lands belonging to the Commonwealth, which they 
had unjudly ufurped. But no mention was made of 
it: which gave the Plebeians occafion to complain, 
that the nobility not only perfided obdinately in re¬ 
taining, contrary to all judice, the lands of the public 
which they had engrofied, but prevented the didribu- 
tion of thofe lately taken from the enemy, which would 
alfo fbon become the prey of a few rapacious and in- 
fatiable perfons. 

Q^Fabius Ameustus. 

C. Furius Pacilus. 

A plague, which gave more alarm than it proved 
1 dedruftive, fufpended the intrigues of the Tribunes. 

. M. Papjrius Atratinus. 

C. Nautius Rutilus. 

The famine, which followed the plague, produced 
the fame effedt. 

Mamercus ^Emilius. 

C. Valerius Potitus. 

Domedic feuds and wars abroad fucceeded thofe 
fcourges, the plague and famine. The iEqui and 

Volfci 
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Yolfci had already entered the lands of the Latines 34 s- 
and Hernici. The Tribune Msenius, who was for n ' 
paffing the Agrarian law, llrongly oppofed the levies, 
which the Conful Valerius defired to make : but, upon 
being abandoned by his collegues, he was obliged to 
defilt. The war was attended with fuccefs. * A fort, * Carven- 
of which the enemy had poffefled themfelves, was re- tura - 
taken. The Conful caufed the fpoils to be fold for the 
public treafury, and deprived the foldiers of them, 
becaufe they had refufed to lift at firft, which made 
him very hateful, and highly augmented Mtenius’s 
credit. The latter expe&ed, in cafe Military Tri¬ 
bunes were chofen, to lhare in that nomination, fo 
much credit had he acquired with the People. The 
Senate apprehended it, and caufed Confuls to be 
created. 


Cn. Cornelius Cossus. 

L. Furius Medullinus II. 

The People fuffered their not having been permitted 
to eledt Military Tribunes with great impatience : but 
they confoled and avenged themfelves on that account 
in the election of Quseftors. Of the four places, they 
conferred but one upon the Patricians. This was a 
great victory for them : not that they reckoned the 
office of Quaeftor much in itfelf, which indeed was not 
very conliderable •, but becaufe the gaining of that ad¬ 
vantage feemed to promife them the attainment of more 
exalted dignities. The Patricians, who judged in the 
fame manner of it, were exceedingly nettled at it, fore- 
feeing that the People would foon divide all honours 
with them. Their foie refource was to prevent their 
proceeding to the election of Military Tribunes, and 
to caufe Confuls to be chofen, a dignity to which the 
People had not yet any right. 

The war with the iEqui and Volfci, which broke 
out again, fupplied both parties with matter for warm 
difputes. The Confuls demanded earneftly, that the 
levies fhould be made •, the Tribunes, that it ffiould 
be decreed, that Military Tribunes fhould be chofen 
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a.r. 346. at the approaching election. Whilft both Tides per- 
A 4 o 6. C ' obftinately in their demands, every thing remain¬ 

ed in fufpence. Amongft the Tribunes were three 
named Iciiius, of one of the beft of the Plebeian fa¬ 
milies, but declared enemies to the Patricians, all men 
of inflexible conftancy and refoiution : thefe managed 
the whole affair. Couriers arrived with advice, that 
the enemy had re-taken the fortrefs mentioned before, 
and put the garrilon to the fword. The Tribunes re¬ 
ceived this news with great coldnefs, and without feem- 
ing affected with it, or changing their fen aments , 
The Senate, who were not willing to fuffer every thing 
to be ruined, were at length obliged to comply. They 
pafled a decree for the election of Military Tribunes, 
but upon two conditions : the one, that none of the 
Tribunes of the People in office fhould be chofen ; and 
the other, that none of the fame Tribunes fhould be 
continued. Thefe reftridtions evidently regarded the 
Icilii, whom they charged with folliciting the Military 
Tribunefhip, as the juft reward of their feditious in¬ 
trigues in the Tribunalfhip of the People. The levies 
were then made without difficulty. The war was fuc- 
cefsful enough, but little confiderable. 

A more affedting concern engrafted people’s thoughts: 
this was the eledtion. The principal Plebeians, en¬ 
couraged by their firft victory over the Senate, flat¬ 
tered themfelves with carrying a fecond ftill more ad¬ 
vantageous, in their beginning at length to have a 
fhare in the great offices, and they already reckoned 
more than one Iciiius in the number of the Military 
Tribunes. They were deceived. The People, con¬ 
trary to the general expectation, nominated none but 
Patricians Military Tribunes. It is not eafy to com¬ 
prehend fuch a condudt, of which there are no exam¬ 
ples but amongft the Roman People. They are jea¬ 
lous to excefs of their authority. When regard is had 
to That, they confult nothing but the public utility : 
and are difarmed by being complied with. The Icilii 
accufed the Patricians of having ufed ftratagem and 
fraud in this eledtion, by hiving engaged feveral 

Plebeians, 
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Plebeians, not only without merit, but molt of them 346. 
defpiled for the meannels of their birth and capacity, ” 0 g. ' 
to Hand for thefe offices amongft fuch as were more 
worthy of them j which difgufted the People, and' 
turned the whole in favour of the Patricians. 

A.R. 347 - 


C. Julius, &c. 

The report of a numerous army fet on foot by the 
ZEqui and Volfci, which was to rendezvous at An- 
tium, alarmed Rome, and occasioned the Senate to 
think of creating a Dictator. Two of the Military 
Tribunes oppofed it, as injurious to them, pretending 
that they had sufficient capacity for conducing and 
terminating this war fuccefsfully : thefe were Julius 
and Cornelius. The difpute grew hot on both fides, 
and was carried fo far, that the principal Senators, 
complaining exceffively that the Military Tribunes 
refufed to comply with the authority of the Senate, 
had recourfe to the Tribunes of the People, as had, 
been done before upon a like occafion. But the Tri¬ 
bunes of this year adted in a quite different manner ; 
and though they were tranfported to fee that diffen- 
fion between the Military Tribunes and the Senate, 
they anfwered with a bitter kind of raillery, “ That 
it was below the dignity of fo powerful a Body to im¬ 
plore the aid of wretched Plebeians, v/hom the no¬ 
bility fc.arce vouchfafed to confider in the number of 
their fellow-citizens. That when the honours and 
government of the ftate fhould become common to 


both orders, the People fhould know how to make 
the authority of the Senate be refpedled, and to a£t in 
fuch a manner, that no magiftracy fhould prefume to 
contradift its decrees.” Ahala Servilius, the third of 
the Military Tribunes, feeing no end of the difputes," 
declared, “ That if he had been filent fo long, it was 
not becaufe he was uncertain how he ought to adl on 
the prefent occafion. That he knew the interefts of a 
good citizen were never feparate from thofe of the 
public : but that he could have wifhed his collegues 
would have fubmitted of their own accord to the Se- 
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• nate’s authority, rather than have fuffered it to have, 
recourfe to that of the Tribunes of the People. That 
if affairs would admit, he would ftill molt willingly 
give them time to refledt on their condudt and return 
to their duty. But as the dangers of the war were 
too urgent to fuffer delay, he fhould prefer the good 
of the public to the defire he had of obliging his col- 
legues 3 and if the Senate perfifled in their refolution, 
would declare a Dictator the fame night. That, if any 
one oppofed the decree of the Senate, he fhould pro¬ 
ceed farther, and content himfelf with their * autho¬ 
rity, though it had not all the ufual forms.” This 
difeourfe was received with the general applaufe of the 
Senate. He nominated P. Cornelius, one of the Mi¬ 
litary Tribunes, Dictator, who appointed him general 
of the horfe. It is probable, that the fear left fome 
divifion fhould arife between generals of equal autho¬ 
rity, as had happened fome years before, induced the 
Senate to have recourfe now to the DidVatorfhip. 

They might eafily have been without it. The war 
was neither long, nor attended with any bad events. 
The enemy were defeated in two very inconfiderable 
adtions, and their country was ravaged. The Dicta¬ 
tor having terminated this war with more fuccefs than 
glory, returned to Rome, and abdicated his office. 

The Military Tribunes proclaimed the affemblies, 
not for creating Confuls, but Military Tribunes, which 
much offended the Senate. To prevent the Plebeians 
from being chofen, they employed a method quite 
different from that they had taken the year before, 
but with equal fuccefs. This was to caufe the molt 
illuftrious of the Patricians to ftand for that office. 
The People, out of regard for their merit and repu¬ 
tation, chofe none but of their order: and eledted four 
this year, who all had filled that office before. 

* The opinion of the Senate, when prevented by different obftades 
from being palfed into a decree, was, however, regiftered amongft 
their proceedings, and called Au&oritas, 
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L. Furius Medullinus, &c. a ; r ; 3 ; 

The truce for twenty years with the Veientes be- 404 " 
ing expired, the Romans upon fome difcontent re¬ 
ceived from them, were upon the point of declaring 
war againft'them. But upon being informed by am- 
baffadors from Yeii, that divifions and troubles pre¬ 
vailed between the citizens of that place, at their re- 
queft they thought fit to fufpend the declaration of 
war; fo far were they, obferves Livy, from taking ad¬ 
vantage of the misfortunes of others for promoting 
their own interefts : tantim abfuit ut ex incommodo alieno 
fua occafio peteretur. A fentiment of no lefs humanity 
than greatnefs of foul, and quite the reverie of the 
ufual policy of princes, who greedily feize thefe oc- 
cafions as favourable to their defigns. 

The Volfci retook a city called Verrugo, and put 
the Roman garrifon to the fword. The troops fent to 
its aid arrived too late through the fault of the Se¬ 
nate, who did not haften them, becaufe they received 
advice that the garrifon made a vigorous defence •, not 
reflefting, that no courage can furmount the bounds 
of human force. The (laughter of thofe brave foldiers 
was not long unrevenged. 


P. & Cn. Cornellii Cossi, &c. 
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Three of the Military Tribunes marched againft the 
Volfci, each at the head of a diftinft army. Two of 
them ruined their country on different fides. The 
third,.Fabius Ambuftus, led his troops againft Anxur, 
fince called Terracina, which he befieged, and took 
by llorm. The daughter at firft was very great: but 
ceafed upon promifing their lives to fuch as laid down 
their arms. Two thoufand five hundred prifoners 
were taken. As for the reft of the booty, Fabius 
would not differ it to be touched till his collegues ar¬ 
rived ; reprefenting to his army, that they had con¬ 
tributed to the taking of Anxur, by preventing the 
other cities, whofe territories they had ravaged, from 

fending 
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A. R. 34.9. fending it aid. When they arrived, the three armies 
^403.°’ plundered the city together, which was very opulent. 
That liberality of the Generals began a reconciliation 
between the People and the Patricians. 

But what completed it, was a decree palled very 
feafonably by the Seriate, without being follicited 
either by the People or their Tribunes. The l'oldiery 
had ferved the State hitherto at their own expenCe. 
Every man was obliged to find himfelf fubfiftence from 
his own little inheritance, as well in the field, as dur¬ 
ing the winter-quarters 3 and often, when the cam¬ 
paign was of too long continuance, the lands, and 
efpecialiy thofe of the poor Plebeians, lay uncultivated. 
From thence arofe the neceflity of borrowing, intereft 
upon intereft, and at length the complaints and fedi- 
tions of the People. The Senate, to prevent thefe 
diforders, decreed that for the future the foldiers, who 
ferved in the foot, fhould be paid by the public. No¬ 
thing ever gave the People fo much joy. They ran 
in crowds to the Senate. They killed the hands of 
the Senators as they came out of their houfe, and call¬ 
ed them their fathers. They declared, that after fuch 
an inftance of their goodnefs, there was not a fingle 
citizen, who to the laft moment of his life, would not 
be ready to Ihed the laft drop of his blood for fo be¬ 
neficent a country. The decree in itfelf was highly 
agreeable to the People, as from thenceforth, whilft 
particulars ferved the public in the field, their eftates 
would not be charged with any expence. But what 
augmented their joy and gratitude, and gave a new 
value to this largefs, was, fays Livy, its not being 
extorted either by the complaints of the Tribunes, or 
follicited by the People, but its proceeding purely 
from the liberality of the Senate, and an entirely vo¬ 
luntary effedt of their goodnefs and affection for the 
citizens. 

How much muft the Senate have been charmed to 
fee their decree received with fuch warm and univerfal 
applaufe. And indeed can any joy be more pure, more 

lively 
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lively, and more affefting for thofe who govern, if 
they have any fenfe of humanity, than to fee themfelves 
in a condition to relieve the People, to take off part 
of the heavy load, which the hard neceffity of war has 
reduced them againft their will to lay upon them, and 
to hear themfelves called, what they fhould be by 
their office, the prote< 5 fors and fathers of their coun¬ 
try ? A People, like thofe whofe hiftory we are now 
Iwriting, ready to facrifice themfelves for the ftate 
(and as much may be faid of the French, devoted as 
they are by will and affeftion to the fervice and per- 
fons of their Kings) do they not deferve to be treated 
with indulgence and goodnefs ? 

The bad fpirit of the Tribunes of the People ma- 
nifefted itfelf upon this occafion. They were the only 
perfons that did not fhare in the public joy, and made 
themfelves remarkable for a gloomy and invidious air 
of difcontent. They were even ftudious to poifon the 
donation of the Senate in refpeft to the People, by 
infinuating “ that it was far from being fo advan¬ 
tageous as it feemecl. For, how was the fund to be 
eftablifhed for the payment of the foldiers, except by 
impofing a tax upon individuals ? That the Senate 
therefore were liberal at the expence of others. That 
as to the reft, though others might approve this inno-* 
vation, the old foldiers would not confent to it, and 
would never fuffer that the condition of the new fol¬ 
diers fhould be better than their own had been, and 
that after having ferved the public at their own ex¬ 
pence, they would be very unwilling to fee themfelves 
obliged to contribute to the pay of others by the tax 
that was to be impofed upon them.” They drew over 
part of the People into their opinion ; and when the 
new impofition was publifhed, they declared that they 
would take upon themfelves the crime and defence of 
fuch as fhould refufe to pay it. 

The Senators, to fupport by their wife conduffc 
what they had fo well begun, fet others the example, 
and were the fir ft to pay in their proportion, equitably 
Vol.II. . H Rated 


9 8 T. QUIN. CAPITOLINUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 

A.R. 34.9 ftated according to the value of their eftates, into the 
public- treafury. As there was hitherto no coined 
filver, and all the money was of copper, which con- 
fequently muft have been very heavy (this is what was 
called * as grave) fome of the Senators fent in their 
contribution, which was very confiderable, in carriages •, 
which attrafted the eyes of the public. When they 
faw the Patricians actually contribute, the principal 
Plebeians, who were moft of them the friends of the 
nobility, piqued themfelves upon imitating them; 
and the populace themfelves, who heard them generally 
praifed as good citizens, were for lharing that glory 
with them, and eager to pay in the tribute, without 
giving themfelves any pain about what the Tribunes 
might think of their conduft. 

Befides eafing the People, the Senate, in eftablilh- 
ing a fund for the payment of the troops, had in 
view the carrying wars farther, and the power of fup- 
porting them longer. Before this inllitution, their 
wars deferved rather the name of incurfions, which 
ufually terminated by a battle. This kind of party- 
wars did not lafb above twenty or thirty days, and 
often much lefs, the foldiery for want of pay, not 
being able to keep the field any longer. But, when 
the Senate faw themfelves in a condition to keep a 
body of regular troops at all times on foot, they 
formed greater defigns, and conceived thoughts of 
befieging Yeii, one of the ftrongeft cities of Italy, 
and which did not give place even to Rome either 
for the valour or riches of its inhabitants. 

War having been declared againll; the Veientes, 
the new Military Tribunes took the field with an army 
compofed chiefly of voluntiers. 
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T. Quintius Capitolinus, &c. 
The fiege ofVeii began this year. 


* It is very probable that the term ses grave did not begin to be 
ufed, till the coin was diminifhed, when it was proper to diltinguilh 
the old money from the new, which was become lighter. 


C. Vale- 


C. VALERIUS POTITUS, &c. Mil. TribJ 
C. Valerius Potitus; 

Livy mentions fix Military Tribunes of this year. 
The liege of Veii went on very flowly under them, 
becaufe it was neceflary to detach part of the Ge¬ 
nerals and troops againft the Volfci. They gained 
two battles againft them, took one of their cities, 
called Artena, and entirely demolifhed it with its 
citadel. 
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BOOK THE SIXTH. 


HE fixth Book contains the fpace of thir¬ 



teen years, from the 352c! to the 365th 


year from the foundation of Rome. The prin¬ 
cipal events are, the taking of Veii after a liege 
of ten years, the banifhment of Camillus, and 
the taking, of Rome by the Gauls. 


SECT. I. 


The Military 'Tribunes change the Jiege of Veii into a 
blockade , and refolve to make the army winter there. 
Complaints of the Tribunes of the People. Appius’s fine 
harangue to refute them. A lofs received before Veii 
redoubles the valour of the Romans - Admirable gene - 
rofity of the Knight j, and of the People. Senfible joy of 
the Senate. Pay for the horfe alfo efiablifioed. Com¬ 
plaints of the Tribunes of the People concerning the taxes . 
Eleblion of the Tribunes of the People attended with fome 
difficulty. Trial of two Military Tribunes. They are 
fined,. Reafons why their punijhment was fo flight . The 
Plebeians at length obtain one place amongft the Military 
T ribunes , 


WHILST 
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W/ r HIL S T all around them were in peace, the 
’’ Romans and Veientes, animated by a fpirit of 
hatred and revenge, made a violent war againft each 
other, which feemed incapable of being terminated 
but with the entire ruin of one of the two ftates. The 
Romans elected new * Military Tribunes. 

Manius ^Emilius Mamercinus, &c. 

The Veientes, who had been governed hitherto by 
annual magiftrates, tired with the violent intrigues sp* 
that were revived every year about the eleftion, choie +00 , ’ 
themfelves a King. This change difpleafed all the 5 * 
Other ftates of Hetruria, lefs on account of the office c-1 7 ‘ 
than perfon of the King, with whom they were much 
diflatisfied, and who in his private capacity, had ren¬ 
dered himfelf extremely odious by his haughty be¬ 
haviour. It was therefore refolved in the general af- 
fembly of the nation, that no aid fliould be given the 
Veientes as long as they fhould be governed by a 
King. Nobody dared carry this news to him who 
actually reigned at Veii, becaufe it would have coft 
fuch perfon their life. 

Veii was an opulent city, extremely populous, and 
very ftrong by fituation. 

The Romans, who had no hopes of taking a city 
by aflault that was fortified with good works, deter¬ 
mined to ftarve it by a blockade. They therefore 
threw up lines of circumvallation and contravallation, 
to fecure themfelves againft the fallies of the befieged, 
as well as againft the attacks of the enemy from the 
country, and to prevent them from throwing fuccours 
of troops or provifions into the place. For this pur- 
pofe it was neceflary to refolve to pafs the whole winter 
in the lines, and to erect barracks againft the rigour 

* Livy mentions eight of them : but Sigonius and Pighhis evidently 
prove, that there were but fix, and that Camiilus and Poitumius Al- 
binus were not Military Tribunes, but Cenfors, this year. 
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•of the-feafon, a thing unheard of till then, and ab- 
folutely unknown to the Romans. 

When the Tribunes of the People, who had found 
no occafion for ftirring for fome years, had received 
this news, they immediately repaired to the affembly, 
and endeavoured in concert to exafperate the People 
by feditious difcourfes. They reprefented to them, 
“ That this was the end intended by the pay granted 
to the foldiers. That they had not been deceived 
when they apprized the People, that this largefs con- 
cealed a fecret poifon. That they had fold their liberty 
for it. That the youth were removed, and banifhed 
from the city and the public affairs for good and all. 
That without regard to the rigours of the feafon, they 
were kept during the whole winter in the open field, 
and not permitted to vifit their houfes and lands. And 
what reafon did they believe there could be for con¬ 
tinuing their fervice in this manner, if it were not to 
prevent the youth, in whom the whole ftrength of the 
People confifted, from doing any thing in the affem- 
blies for their common interefts. That they were much 
more diftreffed, and had much greater evils to l'uffer 
than the Veientes. That the latter, who defended 
their city within good walls, and its natural entirely 
advantageous fituation, paffed the winter in their houfes: 
whereas the Roman foldiers, always employed in works 
and fatigues, and expofed to the froft and fnow, had 
no houfes but tents, without quitting their arms even 
during the winter, which in all countries fufpends 
military expeditions by fea and land. That neither 
the Kings, the haughty Confuls before the inftitution 
of the Tribunitian authority, the Dictators armed with 
their terrible unlimited power, nor the cruel Decem¬ 
virs, had impofed fo fevere a yoke upon the Roman 
youth, as forcing them to ferve during the whole year, 
nor exercifed fo tyrannical power over them v as did 
now the Military Tribunes. What-then would they 
do if they were really Confuls or Diftators, as having 
pnly the image and refemblance of the Confular dig¬ 
nity. 
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nity, they lorded it with fuch abfolute fway and rigour ? 
But that, after all, fuch treatment ought not to be 
complained of. That of eight Military Tribunes not 
one was a Plebeian. That formerly the Patricians 
did not carry their point to fill up three of thofe places 
without great ftruggle and difficulty. That now eight 
were feen to fet out in a body without afingle Plebeian 
of their number, who, if he could do nothing elfe, 
might at leaft put his collegues in mind, that the fol- 
diers were not Oaves, but freemen and citizens, that it 
would be no more than juft to fend them home to their 
houfes during the winter ■„ in order that in fdme part 
of the year they might fee their fathers, wives, and 
children •, ufe their liberty and fuffrages, and have a 
fhare in'the election of the magiftrates.” 

The Tribunes, who held difcourfes fo proper for 
enflaming the populace, found an adverfary in the per- 
fon of Appius highly capable of making head againft 
them. He was one of the Military Tribunes this year, 
and the only one whom his collegues bad left at Rome 
to oppofe the feditious attempts of the Tribunes. He 
now afcended the Tribunal for harangues, and fpoke 
to the following effedt. 

“ Romans, if ever the motive that induces your 
“ Tribunes to excite feditions continually in theCom- 
“ monwealth, were dubious, that is, whether it be 
“ your intereft or theirs tbat actuates them, I am con- 
“ vinced there will now no longer remain any uncer- 
“ tainty upon that head. They were never known to 
“ be fo fenfibly afflicted about any injuftice which they 
“ conceived done to you, as they have been by the 
“ liberality of the Senate in refpefl to the foldiers, 
“ when it decreed that they fliould have pay for the 
“ future. What is there in that new inftitution, that 
“ could alarm them fo much, if it were not the union 
“ of the two orders of the ftate, which they extremely 
“ dread as oppolite to their feditious views ? On the 
“ contrary, ought they not, if they had, I do not fay 
“ any love for the public good, but the leaft fenfe 
ff of humanity remaining, to ufe their utmoft endca- 
H 4 “ voui'S 


103 

A. R.352 
Ant. C. 
400. 


104 

A.R.35* 

Ant. C. 
400. 


t 


M. ^EMIL. MAMERC, &c. Mi!. Trib. 

“ vours to preferve and {Lengthen that reciprocal union 
“ and good underflanding, which, if firm and per- 
“ manent, would a flu redly foon render the Roman 
“ people more powerful than any of their neighbours. 

“ 1 fliall fhew in the fequel of my difcourfe, how 
cc much the refolution of my collegues, hot to draw 
“ off the troops from before Veii, till that city is 
“ taken, is not only ufeful but neceflary : at prefent 
“ I fpeak only of what regards the intereft and condi- 
‘ £ tion of the foldiers. I am allured, that if I fpoke 
“ in the camp, and they were my hearers and judges, 
“ they would univerfally applaud my difcourfe. And 
“ indeed how could they take it amifs, as a new ad- 
‘ c vantage has been granted them, that an augmen- 
“ tation of their fervice fhould be required ? Pains -f 
“ are never without regard, nor rewards commonly 
“ without pains. Labour and pleafure, though very 
“ different in their nature, are united with each other 
“ in a kind of natural tie and fociety. If their coun- 
“ try were to come to an account with the troops, 
“ might it not fay with reafon; You are paid for the 
“ whole year, why then don’t you ferve the whole 
“ year ? 

cc It is with pain, Romans, that I. life fuch lan- 
“ guage : a language thofe fhould employ who are 
“ ferved by mercenary foldiers. ' But as for us, we 
“ would gladly act with you as fellow-citizens, and 
“ defire that you fhould act with us as with your 
“ country. Either we ought not to have undertaken 
“ this war, or we ought to fupport it in a manner 
“ worthy of the Roman People ; and terminate it as 
“ foon as poffible. Now the means to terminate it, 
“ is to prefs the befieged vigoroufly, and not to quit 
“ the fiege, till we have taken the city. 

“ Though we had no other motive for perfevering 
“ conftantly in our enterprize, the unworthy manner 
“ in which the Yeientes have adted in refpeft to us, 

f Nufquam nec opera fine emolumento, nec emolumentum ferme 
fine impenfa opera eft. Labor voluptafque, diffimillima natura* fo- 
cietate quadam inter fe naturali funt junda, Liv. 

“ ought 
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“ ought of itfelf to induce us to it. Seven times A. R. 552 
« they have renewed the war. They never kept their Ant ' c ’ 
“ faith during peace. They have ravaged our coun- 
“ try a thoufand times. They have made the Fide- 
“ nates revolt againft us. They have butchered the 
“ colony we had amongft tliofe People. It was they 
“ who, contrary to the law of nations, caufed our 
“ ambafladors to be affaffinated. They have endea- 
“ voured to arm all ITetruria againft us, and ftill en- 
“ deavour to do fo. They wanted little of attacking 
“ the ambafladors we fent to make our complaints, 

“ and demand fatisfaiSHon. And are we then to act 
“ gently with fuch enemies ? 

“ But other motives ftill more powerful ought to 
“ weigh with us. The confiderable works that we 
“ have made around their city, keep the enemy lhut 
“ up within their walls. Their lands are either not 
“ cultivated, or we have ruined thofe that were. If 
“ we draw off our army, who doubts, that not only 
“ the defire of revenge, but necefiity, will oblige 
“ them to make incurfions, and to plunder our coun- 
“ try, as their own affords them nothing. We do 
“ not then remove the war in following the counfels 
“ the Tribunes give you, but draw it into our own 
“ country. 

“To proceed to what regards the foldiers in parti- 
“ cular, for whom the fame good Tribunes, after 
“ having been willing to deprive them of pay, are 
“ now all on a fudden fo excefiively concerned, let us 
“ confider what great advantages they are for procur- 
“ ing them. Thefe foldiers have thrown up works, 

“ and ran fofles quite round the place, things of very 
“ great labour. They have fortified them with re- 
“ doubts, at firft in no great number, to which others 
“ have fince been added in proportion as the number 
“ of the troops increafed. They have erefted forts, 

“ not only againft the city, but againft Hetruria, to 
“ prevent the aids which might be fent from thence. 

“ I do not mention all the machines neceflary in at- 
“ tacking places. After having palled through fo 
* * > “ many 
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■ “ many labours, and brought our works to perfection, 
“ do you believe it proper to abandon them, in order 
“ to begin them anew at the opening of the next 
“ campaign ? Is it not much more eafy and more fe- 
“ cure to preferve them, and to prefs the fiege, which 
“ certainly cannot be of any great length, if we our- 
“ felves do not fruftrate our hopes by our delays and 
“ remiflhefs ? 

“ But, befides the lofs of time, we incur ftill a 
“ much greater danger. You are not ignorant that 
tc the Hates of Hetruria hold frequent affemblies to 
“ deliberate upon fending aid to Veii. The Het-ru- 
“ rians at prefent are highly incenfed againft the Vei- 
“ entes, they hate them, they refufe to aflift them, 
“ and, as far as in them lies, leave us at liberty to 
“ take Veii. Who can be allured, that they will al- 
“ ways continue in the fame mind, if the war be con- 
“ tinued much longer ? efpecially as, if we give the 
“ befieged any relaxation, they will be in a condition 
“ to fend more frequent and more confiderable embaf- 
“ fies into Hetruria. Befides which, the circum- 
“ ftance which now difgufts the Eletrurians, that is, 
“ the creation of a King at Veii, may change in an 
“ inftant, either by the general confent of the city to 
“ reconcile that People, or the voluntary abdication 
“ of the King himfelf, who may not be willing that 
“ his fovereignty fhould be an obftacle to the fafety 
“ of his country. 

“ Though the continuance of the fiege were not 
“ elfential to the fuccefs of the prefent war, it would 
“ be of the higheft importance in refpeft to military 
“ difcipline to accuftom our foldiers, not only to en- 
“ joy the victories they acquire, but when war is fpun 
“ out to any length, to wait the ilfue of it with con- 
“ ftancy to the end, without fuffering themfelves to 
“ be overcome by the tedioufnefs of delay •, to conti- 
“ nue it during the winter, if it cannot be terminated 
“ fooner; and not to turn their eyes and defires to- 
“ wards their houfes, as foon as autumn comes on, 
“ like thofe birds that difappear with the fummer. 

‘‘ And, 
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« * And, I beg you, fnall the eagernefs and pleafure A - R - 352- 
“ of hunting draw men into forelts, and over moun- A ^oo. C " 
“ tains through frofts and fnows ? and Jfhall we not 
“ fhew the fame patience in war for the necelfities of 
“ the ftate that we chufe to praftife for our fport and 
“ paflime ? Do we believe our foldiers fo foft and ef- 
“ feminate, both in refpedt to their bodies and cou- 
“ rage, that they can prevail upon themfelves neither 
“ to continue fome time from their houfes, nor to pafs 
££ a winter in the camp ? They would blufli no doubt 
“ to hear fuch difcourfe of them; and would anfwer 
“ with indignation, that they are no lefs ready to 
“ make war in winter than fummer-, that they have. 

“ not cdmmiffioned the Tribunes to declare themfelves 
“ advocates of cowardice and effeminacy in their 
“ names ^ and that they have not forgot it was not in 
“ the lhade and under their roofs, but in the open 
“ field, that their anceftors eftablifhed the Tribunitian 
“ power. 

“ Thefe are fentiments worthy of our foldiers, wor- 
££ thy of the Roman name: not to confider only the 
“ fiege of Veii, nor the war which we are adtually 
“ making, but to carry their views farther, and to 
“ regard in the prefent juncture the eftablifhment of 
“ their reputation for other wars and other enemies. 

“ Do you think, that what is now to pafs at Veii, 

“ will not fix in the minds of the neighbouring peo- 
“ .pie the idea they will believe they ought to form of 
“ you; and that it is a matter of indifference whether 
“ thofe people perfuade themfelves, that, if they fuf- 
“ tain the firft ardour and vivacity of the Romans, 
t£ which are of no long duration, there is nothing 
“ farther to apprehend from them : or on the con- 
t£ trary, that you fo eftablifh the terror of your name 
££ amongft them, that they are affured neither the te- 
££ dioufnefs of a long attack, nor the rigours of the 
“ winter, are capable of making a Roman army quit 

* Obfecro vos, venandi ftudium ac voluptas homines per nives ac 
pruinas in montes fylvafque rapit: belli neceffitatibus earn patientiam 
non adhibebimus, quam vel lulus ac voluptas elicere folet ? Liv. 
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*• “ a fiege they have once undertaken ; that the Ro- 
• “ mans know no end of war but victory, and that 
“ they value tiiemfelves as much upon their perfe- 
“ verance, as impetuofity, in their attacks ? 

“ Can any thing more grateful happen to the Vei- 
“ entes, than to fee Rome firft, and then the camp, 
“ torn in pieces by divifions ? As for them, they do 
“ not act in this manner. In the midft of the horrors 
“ of war, and the inconveniences of a long fiege, all 
“ is quiet at Yeii. The new inftituticn of a King 
“ excites neither murmur nor fedition. The refufal 
“ of aid from Hetruria has made no change in their 
“ difpofition, and does not exafperate them againft 
“ the King, who alone is the caufe of it. Whence 
“ think you arifes this great tranquillity ? It is be- 
“ caufe whoever fhould dare to excite any trouble, 
“ would be immediately put to death •, and they do 
“ not hold fuch difcourfes there with impunity, as 
“ they do here. 

“ For, to your lhame it muft be confelfed, that 
“ the charms of the Tribunitian power have fo blinded 
“ and bewitched you, that under the name and pro- 
“ tedlion of the Tribunes, the greatefi: crimes find 
“ entire impunity with you. It only remains for them 
“ to carry the fame fpirit of revolt into the camp, 
“ which they are continually fomenting in your af- 
“ fembiies ; to corrupt the armies by their feditious 
“ harangues, as they are inceflantly labouring to fe- 
“ duce the People here 3 and to teach the foldiers to 
“ obey neither their generals nor officers : liberty now 
“ at length being made to confift in regarding neither 
“ the Senate, the magiftrates, the laws and cuftoms 
“ of our anceflors, nor any of the regulations fo 
“ wifely eftabliflied amongft us for fupporting mili- 
“ tary difcipline in all its vigour.” 

Appius oppofing the declamations of the Tribunes 
v/ith a folid eloquence, founded on ftrength of reafons, 
was thus difputing empire with them over the minds 
of the People, when the news of a confiderable lofs, 
received by the Romans at Veii, (who would believe 

it?) 
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it ?) gave him the fuperiority to the Tribunes, and in- 
fpired both orders of the ftate with new ardour for 
continuing the fiege with more vigour than ever. The 
machines had been advanced very near the walls. But 
as the Romans were more intent on carrying on their 
works in the day, than guarding them in the night, 
the befieged, when lead: expedfed, fallied in great 
numbers out of the city with lighted torches in then- 
hands, fet fire to the machines which had coft infinite 
time and trouble, and the flames confirmed them in 
an inftant. Many foldiers, who endeavoured to pre¬ 
vent it in vain, loft their lives either by the fword or 
the fire. 

When this news was brought to Rome, the whole 
city was much afflidted, and the Senators apprehend¬ 
ed, that the Tribunes, imputing this lofs to their 
counfels, might take occafion from it to infult them 
as well as the commonwealth, and that it would be 
impoflible to put a flop to the fedition either in the 
city or in the camp. Diredlly the contrary hap¬ 
pened. 

The cavalry of the R.oman armies had hitherto con¬ 
fided only of the Roman Knights, whom the public 
furnifhed with ho.rfes. On the prefent occafion, the 
citizens, who had the income neceffary for being 
admitted into that order, and to whom the Cenfors 
had not afligned horfes kept at the public expence, 
after having concerted together, repaired' to the Se¬ 
nate, where having obtained audience, they declared 
that they were ready to fupply themfelves with horfes, 
in order to be in a condition to ferve the common¬ 
wealth. The Senate received fo generous an offer 
with great marks of gratitude, and the report of it 
fpread immediately throughout the whole city. The 
Plebeians, fired with a noble jeajoufy, prefented them¬ 
felves alfo before the Senate in their turn, and faid, 
that to fuftain the honour of the Infantry, they were 
come to offer their fervice out of their turn, ready to 
march wherever it fhould be deemed neceffary •, and 
that if they were led to Veii, they " engaged before¬ 
hand 
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hand not to return from thence till that city was 
taken. 

It was not poffible for the Senate to fet any bounds 
to the joy with which they were feized, and in a man¬ 
ner tranfported, at this inftant. They did not con¬ 
tent themfelves, as they had done in refpeCt to the 
Knights, with appointing one of the magiftrates to 
return their thanks, or with caufing fome of the Ple¬ 
beians to be brought in to hear their anfwer. The 
Senators, quitting their houfes in a body, and turning 
towards the People who were aflembled in the Forum, 
from the afcent where they were, exprefied both by 
their voices and geftures all they thought and all they 
felt. They cried out, that by fuch an unanimity and 
concord, Rome would be happy, invincible, and eter¬ 
nal. They gave the horfe and foot the highelt praifes. 
They confidered that day as the moft fortunate and 
moll glorious of the commonwealth. They owned 
that the Senate was overcome in generality. Tears 
of joy were feen to flow on both fides, and nothing 
was heard but congratulations and thanks. The Se¬ 
nators having been recalled into the Senate, a decree 
was pafied, by which the Military Tribunes were di¬ 
rected to call an afiembly of the People, to thank the 
horfe and foot in the name of the public, and to allure 
them, that the Senate would ever bear in mind their 
good-will and zeal for their country. By the fame 
decree it was alfo ordained, that thofe voluntary fol- 
diers fhould be allowed the years of fervice, as if they 
had actually been levied in form. 

A certain pay was alfo inftituted for the horfe, as 
had before been done for the foot. Livy does not men¬ 
tion here the amount of that pay. He fays elfewhere, 
that it was thrice as much as that of the foot. Ac¬ 
cording to Polybius, the pay of the foot was two oboli 
a day, (fomething more than three fols French, or 
three half-pence Englifli) and that of the horfe fix oboli, 
which is thrice as much (ten fols). Provilions were 
very cheap in thcfe days. The bulhel of wheat was 
ufually fold for no more than four oboli (fix fols and 

an 
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an half) and the bulhel of barley for half that price. A.r. 35a 
A bulhel of wheat would fubfift a foldier eight days. A ^' 0 C ' 
This is the firlt time that the cavalry furnilhed them- 
felves with horfes. » 

The new army of voluntiers being arrived at Veii, 
did not only re-inftate the works which had been ruin¬ 
ed, but added new ones to them. More care than 
ever was taken to fend provifions in abundance from 
the city to the camp, in order that lo courageous and 
well-difpofed an army might want for nothing. 

Military Tribunes were defied for the following 
year. 

C. Servilius Ahala, III. &c. a.r. 353, 

Ant. C. 

The Volfci make themfelves mailers of Anxur by 399- 
treachery, where the Romans had a garrifon. 

The difcord between the two generals who com¬ 
manded before Veii, occafioned a defeat there. The 
* Fidenates and Falifci, two people of Hetruria, ap¬ 
prehending that the Roman armies would fall upon 
them after the taking of Veii, to which they were near 
neighbours, united their forces, and attacked the Ro¬ 
man lines at the part where Manius Sergius, one of 
the Military Tribunes, commanded. The report 
which fpread, that all Hetruria was advancing to the 
aid of Veii, terrified the troops of Sergius, and at the 
fame time encouraged the befieged to make a vigor¬ 
ous fally. The only refource was for the troops of the 
great camp, which was not very remote, to come and 
fullain Sergius. Virginius, who commanded there, 
was his declared enemy. He was informed of the at¬ 
tack and danger ; but he' kept in his camp, faying, 
that if his collegue Hood in need of his fervice, he 
would let him know it. Sergius, imagining it dilho- 
nourable to demand aid of a man with whom he was 
entirely at variance, chofe rather to fuffer himfelf to 
be defeated by the enemy, than to be obliged to his 
collegue for viflory. His- troops, after having fuf- 

* Livy fays the Capenates; the Fidenates were Sabines. 
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fered exceedingly, abandoned their lines. Some retired 
into the great camp : but the greateft part of them, 
with Sergius at their head, marched diredly to Rome. 

As he laid the whole blame upon his collegue, Vir- 
ginius was fent for, and the command given to their 
lieutenants during their abfence. The affair was exa¬ 
mined in the Senate. The two Military Tribunes were 
lefs intent upon defending themfelves, than accufing 
each other, and they did not fpare reproaches and in- 
fults on either fide. The Senate fcarce acted more 
reafonably. Very few of them, in the enquiry into 
this affair, judged with a view to equity and the good 
of the public: friendfhip and favour determined the 
fuffrages of the majority. The elder and principal 
Senators perceiving this difpofition, referred to a far¬ 
ther time a fuller examination whether fo lhameful a 
defeat had happened through the fault of the generals, 
or the common enough misfortune of war. They be¬ 
lieved it neceffary to proceed direftly to the remedy, 
and not to wait the time fixed for the election, but to 
nominate new Military Tribunes immediately, who 
lhould enter upon office on the calends of October, 
that is to fay, the firft day of that month. This opi¬ 
nion was generally approved, without being complain¬ 
ed of by the other Military Tribunes. Sergius and 
Virginius, who had given occafion for it, were the 
only perfons who oppofed the decree of the Senate. 
They protefted, that they would not quit their office 
before the ides of December, which was the ufual day 
for the election of new magiftrates. 

During thefe difputes, the Tribunes of the People, 
intent upon all occafions for adding weight to their 
authority, rofe up with warmth, and in an haughty 
imperious tone menaced the Military Tribunes to 
commit them to prifon if they did not obey the orders 
of the Senate. Servilius Ahala, one of the Military 
Tribunes, addreffing himfelf upon that to the Tribunes 
of the People, “ If it were a proper time,” faid he 
to them, “ I would ffiew you how little right you have 
** to make us fuch menaces, and how little we fear 

“ them 
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“ them. But the queftion is now, to caufe the decree A. 11.353. 
“ of the Senate to be put in execution. Therefore A ^ 9 C ’ 
“ as to you, Tribunes of the People, do you ceafe to 
“ take an advantage of our difputes for exciting 
“ broils and extending your power. And as to our 
“ two collegues, they fhall either comply willingly 
“ with what the Senate ordains, or if they perfift in 
“ refilling to 6bey, I fhall immediately declare a Dic- 
“ tator, who will know how to oblige them to quit 
“ their office.” This difcourfe was applauded by the 
whole aflembly, the Senators being exceedingly pleafed, 
that a more certain and confiftent method was found 
out for overcoming the obftinacy of the refraftory, 
than having recou rfe to the threats of the Tribunes. 

And accordingly they fubmitted to the unanimous au¬ 
thority of the Senate, and new Military Tribunes were 
elected to enter upon office on the calends of Oc¬ 
tober. 


L. Valerius Potitus IV. 

M. Furius Camillus II. &c. 


A.R. 354. 
Ant. C. 
39S* 


There were abundance of affairs and wars during 
the adminiflration of tnefe Military Tribunes. Their 
firft care was to make the levies, in which they in¬ 
cluded not only the youth, who were not yet of the 
age prefcribed by the laws, but even the old men, 
both of whom they obliged to take arms for the guard 
of the city. The more the number of the foldiers 
was augmented, the more money was neceffary for 
their pay •, and that money was raifed upon the citi¬ 
zens, who remained at Rome. Thefe impofitions, 
from which the old men, who had been lifted, v/ere 
not exempt, becaufe they did not quit the city, ex¬ 
cited complaints amongft the People; and the more, 
becaufe the Tribunes were inceffantly animating them 
by feditions harangues, and reprefenting to them, 
“ that the Patricians feemed folely intent upon depref- 
fing the citizens; part of them by the fad neceffity of 
bearing; arms, and the reft, by impofitions, which 
Vol. II. I ' they 
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A. R- 354. they were not able to fupport. That they no longer 
Ant s c ' made any difference between winter and lummer. 
That wars were exprefly multiplied, for occafions to 
diftrefs the People. That only one of them had al¬ 
ready continued during five years j and that the Ge¬ 
nerals induftrioufly fucceeded amifs, in order to pro- 
tradt it the longer. That in refpedt to the old men, 
who had brought back nothing from the wars but 
bodies weakened and worn out -by fatigues, wounds, 
and years, and who at their return had found their 
lands almoft uncultivated through the long abfence 
of their owners, they had the cruelty to exadt from 
them, notwithflanding the bad condition of their af¬ 
fairs, taxes and contributions, and to oblige them to 
return the commonwealth double the pay they had re¬ 
ceived from it, and that too with intereft.” It is eafy 
to judge how capable fuch difcourfes were of irritating 
a People already too much inclined of themfelves to 
complain and murmur. It was in this, as we have 
feen hitherto, that the great employment and ability 
of thefe Plebeian magiftrates confifted, which often 
formed their whole merit. 

During thefe troubles, the time for eledting new 
Tribunes of the People arrived. Their number could 
not be filled up. The Patricians ufed fome endeavours 
to get themfelves adopted by thofe who had been cho- 
fen, and to fill up the vacant places. Not being able 
to obtain That, they found means to caufe two Ple¬ 
beians devoted to them to be adopted, being well 
pleafed to infringe the law Trebonia, which on a like 
eonjundture, as has been obferved in its place, or¬ 
dained, that the People for the future fhould eledt 
their Tribunes, and eledt all of them together. 

Arrjpngft thofe who had been chofen was one Tre- 
bonius, who believed it his duty to his name and fa¬ 
mily, to take upon him the defence of a law, infti- 
tuted by one of his anceftors. He therefore com¬ 
plained to the People againft his own collegues, to 
whofe weaknefs and indolence he afcribed the violation 
of that law. Three • of them, who apprehended the 

People’s 
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People’s refentment, in order to make a diverfion and 
conciliate their favour,-cited Sergius and Virginius, 
who had been Military Tribunes the year before, to 
take their trial before them. They laid, “ that to 
fuch, as fuffered the levies, taxes, and prolongation 
of the war with pain, who lamented the deaths of 
their children, brothers, kinfmen, and friends, that 
periffied miferably that fatal day at Veii, they offered 
a fair occafion to avenge themfelves, and the public, 
vipon the heads of two perfons equally criminal and 
refponfible for all the misfortunes which had happen¬ 
ed. That their own confeffion, the evidence of their 
•collegues, and the decree of the Senate who had ob¬ 
liged them to abdicate their office, were proofs to 
which there could be nothing to reply. That they 
might remember that fatal day, when they faw the 
fad remains of the foldiers defeated at Veii, return to 
Rome ftill trembling with their fears, and covered 
with wounds, accufing neither fortune, nor any of the 
Gods, but their generals, as the foie authors of their 
defeat. That they were affured, there was not a An¬ 
gle perfon in the affembly, who did not at that time 
pronounce a thoufand curfes againfi: the perfons, for¬ 
tunes, and lives of Virginius and Sergius. That af¬ 
ter having devoted them in that manner to the anger 
of the Gods, it would ill become the People not to 
exert their power againft them, when they both could 
and ought. That the Gods did not puniffi criminals 
themfelves, but were contented with arming in fome 
manner the hands of thofe they had injured, in fup- 
plying them with the occafion of avenging themfelves.” 
The people, irritated by thefe difcourfes, condemned 
the two criminals in a fine. 

This was a very flight puniffiment for a prevarica¬ 
tion, or rather a treafon, fo criminal and evident. For 
they could not deny, the one, that he would not have 
recourfe to his collegue, when he faw himfelf in ex¬ 
treme danger j and the other, that, when he was in¬ 
formed of his collegue’s danger, that he would not 
move to his aid. So criminal a difpofition, which di- 

I 2 redly 
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^Ant T re£li y attac ks the ftate, which for a private pique 
3 9 s. ’ makes perfons forget all that they owe their country, 
and which reckons the deaths of a confiderable num¬ 
ber of brave foldiers as nothing, feems to have re¬ 
quired, that an exemplary and moft diftinguifhed pu- 
nilhment fhould have been made of it, to prevent 
the fad effedts of this kind of jealoufy and diffenfion, 
too common amongft Generals who ferve together. 

But it was one of the maxims of the Roman po¬ 
licy, not to treat Generals who had been unfuccefsful 
in war with exceffive feverity. The Roman people, 
generally fpeaking, were very moderate in the punifh- 
ment of criminals. Livy makes this remark, where 
he fpeaks of the execution of Mettius Fuffetius, who 
was drawn afunder by four horfes •, and he fays * That 
was the firft and laft example of a punilhment amongft 
the Romans, in which the laws of humanity feem to 
have been forgot; but that in other inftarices, no peo¬ 
ple could boaft of having been fatisfied with lighter 
inflidtions upon its citizens guilty of crimes. They 
were ufually punifhed by gentle fines or banilhment; 
and during a long feries of years we fee very few of 
them condemned to die. The Romans in refpedt to 
their Generals had a particular reafon for adting with 
great lenity. Befides that the faults of a perfon charg¬ 
ed with the command, fell indiredtly upon the people 
who had eledted him, they knew the multiplicity of 
cares, pains, and difquiets, that attend the command 
of an army •, and they would not add new ones to 
them, in leaving the General the fear of feeing him- 
felf condemned to a fhameful punifhment, if he had 
the misfortune to fucceed ill in a campaign; nor dif- 
guft thofe to whom they confided the command of 
their armies, by fuch an example. Every body knows 
in what manner Varro was received after the lofs of 
the battle of Cannae. 

I 

* Primum ultimumque illud fupplicium apud Romanos exempli 
parum memoris legum humanarum fuit. In aliis gloriari licet nulli 
gentium mitiores placuifle pcenas, Liv. 1, c. 28, 
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In the wars which were made this year on different A • R - 3.54- 
Tides, no confiderable events happened. The Tri- ^98." 
bunes of the People were very bufy at this time, in 
propofing the Agrarian law, and in oppofing the pay¬ 
ment of taxations, though abfolutely neceffary for the 
fubfiftence of the armies. A confiderable victory, 
which they gained in the election of Military Tri¬ 
bunes, amongft whom a Plebeian was at length cho- 
fen, induced them to-delift from their purfuits, and 
to fuffer the taxes to be raifed. 

P. LlCINIUS CALVUS, &C. A. R.355, 

Ant. C. 

The Plebeian admitted amongft the Military Tri- 397- 
bunes was fo called. I .ivy fays, that he was an an- I2 1 _ I 5 ^.. 
tient Senator. It does not appear hitherto, (1) that any 
Plebeian had fate in the Senate, and that hiftorian no 
where mentions that there had. It is therefore very 
probable, that fome error may have here crept into 
the. text. Perizonius, a learned and judicious writer p er ; z . An. 
of differtations, tells us, .that the Military Tribunes of Hift - c. 8 . 
this year were all Plebeians except one; and Livy 
himfelf fupplies him with the proof of it, in nomi¬ 
nating Tribunes of the People of all the families here 
in queftion. The reader will difpenfe with my enter¬ 
ing into difcuffions of this kind. 

The next election Were all Plebeians, except one. 

(i) Some writers fay, that the confiderable Plebeians had been ad¬ 
mitted into the Senate from the 263d Year of Rome. 
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Injlitution of the Lectifternium for making the plague 
ceafe . A fudden increafe of the waters of the Alban 
Lake gives occafion for fending to Delphi. Anfwer of 
that oracle . Licinius refufes the office of Military Tri - 

bune y and caufes the election to fall upon his fon. Ca~ 
millus is declared Dictator. He re-injlates affairs at 
Veii. When he is upon the point of taking that city , he 
confults the Senate about the fpoils. The city is taken 
by the means of a mine. Fine faying of Camillas. Ex¬ 
traordinary joy of Rome . Triumph of Camillas. The 

tenth of the fpoils confecrated to Apollo. The People 
demand to remove to Veii. New difficulty concerning 
the extent to be given the vow of the tenth . The Ro¬ 
man Ladies diveft themfelves of their jewels to fupply 
the quantity of gold neceffiary for the prefent to Apollo . 
They are advantageoujly rewarded . 


A.R. 7c6. M. Veturius, &c. 
Ant. C. 

396. Great olacuie that hr 


Great plague that broke out this year at Rome, 



occafioned the inftitution of a new religious cere¬ 
mony, called Le&ifternium. That word is derived 
from letfos Jternere, to prepare beds. The cuftom at 
Rome, in times of great danger, or great fuccefs, was 
to decree folemn feafts to the Gods, in order to implore 
their aid, or to render them public thanks for the 
protection received from them. Officers called Tri¬ 
umviri, and in procefs of time, when their number 
was augmented to feven, Septemviri Epulones, much 
confidered at Rome, prefided in theie feafts. Ac¬ 
cording to the cuftom of thofe times, they prepared 
in the temples round the tables, beds covered with 
magnificent carpets, cufhions, and feats. The fta- 
tues of the Gods and Goddeftes, invited to the 
feaft ferved upon the table, were placed on them, 
and they were deemed to be prefent at and partake of 
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it *. Valerius Maximus informs us, that they vouch- 
fafed to conform to human cuftoms, and that in this 
ceremony Jupiter lay at length upon a bed, and Juno 
and Minerva fate on feats. 

In this manner this feaft was celebrated on the pre- 
fent occafion in the name of the public, which is the 
firft time the Le&ifternium is mentioned. Private per- 
fons did the fame during the eight days of the folem- 
nity, and mutually entertained each other at their ta¬ 
bles. The whole city kept open houfe, and tables 
were fpread, and feafts celebrated, at which every 
thing was in common, and every body known and 
unknown equally welcome. Quarrels and proceedings 
at law were fufpended, and prifoners had their chains 
taken off during the whole time of the feaft. It was 
afterwards made a fcruple of confcience to put on 
the chains again of thofe whom the Gods had delivered 
from them. It is remarkable that the Pagans them- 
felves did not believe their feftivals duly celebrated, 
if they retained hatred and enmity in their hearts. 

Whilft this ceremony was celebrated at Rome, the 
Capenates and Falifci fuddenly attacked the lines before 
Veii, as they had done fome years before; but with 
very different fuccefs. The ftill recent condemnation 
of Sergius and Virginius produced its effefl. Troops 
were immediately difpatched from the great camp to 
defend the lines. The enemy were repulfed with 
confiderable lofs, as well as the belieged, who had made 
a fally, and were vigoroufly purfued even into the 
city. 

The Comitia for the eleftion of magiftrates ap¬ 
proached, and gave the Senators no lefs difquiet than 
the fiege of Veii. They faw with grief, that in the 
laft eledrion the firft dignity of the ftate had not only 
been communicated to the People, but almoft entirely 
taken away from the nobility. They confidered, or 

* Foemina cum viris cubantibus fedentes ccenitabant: quse confue- 
tudo.ex hominum convi&u ad divina penetravit. Nam Jovis epulo, 
ipfe in le&ulum, Juno & Minerva in fellas, ad ccenam invitantur. 
Val. Max. 1 . i. c. a. 
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A.R. 356. were for having others confider, the plague and the 
a "J' 6> c ' other evils that had afflicted Rome, as marks of the 
anger of the Gods again!! the Romans on account of 
that innovation in the offices, wherein no regard had 
been had to the noble families, who alone had the di¬ 
rection of the aufpices, and facred things. Now the 
right of aufpices being attached to the fupreme magi- 
ftracy, they ftrongly reprefented religion as concerned 
in the injury done the nobility. To avoid this incon¬ 
venience in the approaching election, they engaged 
all the molt confiderable Patricians to offer themfelves 
as candidates. This double method took effeCt. The 
People, out of refpeCt for thofe great perfons, and 
through * the fcruples of confcience that had been in¬ 
culcated into them in refpeCt to religion, of which 
they were very fufceptible, nominated none but Pa¬ 
tricians, all of great reputation and peculiar merit. 


A.R. 357- 
Ant. C. 

395* 


L. Valerius Potitus V. 

M. Furius Camillus III. &c. 


Liv. j. 
15-— 1 8. 
Pint, in 
Camil. p 


Nothing however of importance pafled this year. 
Only the lands of the Falifci and Capenates were ra¬ 
vaged, in which nothing was fpared that fire and 
fword could deftroy. 

A'mongft many other prodigies, the fudden increafe 
of the Alban Lake, that happened without any pre¬ 
vious rains, or any apparent natural caufe (for the 
330— 131. phyfics were then little known) drew the attention of 
the Romans •, and the more, becaufe the extreme 
drought of the fummer had dried up all the fprings, 
and almoft all the rivers of the country. Deputies 
were fent to Delphi, to know the meaning of the 
Gods by this prodigy. But the explanation of it was 
believed to have been had nearer home. As it is 
ufual, in long fieges, for the beliegers and befieged 
.to talk with each other from their pofts, it happened 
that a Roman had made an acquaintance, and fre- 

* Ut flint mobiles ad fuperftitionem perculfse femel mentes. Ta¬ 
cit, Annal, 1, 2 $* 

quently 
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quently difeourfed with an old man of Veii, who A. R.357. 
paffed for one of great fkill in divination, and if com- Ant ’ c ‘ 
mon report may be believed, explained the prodigy 
about which people were in pain to him. Having 
found means to induce him to come out of the city, 
he feized hold of him, and as he was the ftrongeft 
carried him $ff, and with the help of fome of his com¬ 
rades, brought him before the general, who, .after 
he had heard him, fent him under a guard to Rome. 

When he was introduced into the Senate, and inter¬ 
rogated concerning the increafe of the Alban Lake, 
he anfwered, That the Gods mull have been very 
angry with the Veientes on the day, when they put 
it into his thoughts to difeover that to a Roman, 
which was to occafion the ruin of his country; but 
that they were mailers, and that it was not in his 
power to aft contrary to their will: That it was written 
then in the book of Fate, that when the water of the 
Alban Lake ihould be increafed, if the Romans let 
it out in the proper * manner, which he told them, . 
they fliould gain the viftory over the Veientes •, and 
that till then the Gods would not abandon Veii. 

Though this pretended prophecy made a ilrong im- 
preflion upon the Romans, they defired a better autho¬ 
rity ; and thought it neceffary to wait the return of 
the deputies from Delphi. In the mean time new 
Military Tribunes were elefted. 

L. Julius Julus, Sec. A.R.35S. 

The inhabitants of Tarquinii, to take advantage of Ant- c ‘ 
the favourable conjuncture, when the Romans were 
employed abroad in different wars, and at home in 
domeftic divifions, fent out great parties to ravage 
their country. They were repulfed with vigour, arid 
obliged to retire with great lofs. 

The fiege of Veii gave great difquiet, and there 
was no hopes of putting an end to it, but by the pe- 

* Cicero relates it, where he makes this Soothfayer fay/that if the 
water of the Lake, when let out, reached the fea, it would be unfor¬ 
tunate for the Romans; "but if not, it would be a good omen for them. 

Lib. 1, de Divin, n ioo # 
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A.R. 35S. culiar favour of the Gods. The return of the deputies 
A 394. C ' rev * vec ^ thofe hopes. They brought back an anfwer 
conformable to that of the Hetrurian Soothfayer, 
which befides informed them, that it was neceffary to 
re-inftate certain ceremonies of religion, which had 
been omitted and neglefted. This advice was con¬ 
ceived to regard the laft election of Military Tribunes, 
wherein there had been fome defect, and the Feftivals 
called Ferias Latinas. 

The Military Tribunes having abdicated their office, 
a new election came on. The Plebeian P. Licinius 
Calvus, of whom we have fpoke above, was at firlt 
unanimoufly chofen. He was the firft of the Plebeian 
order, who had been elected Military Tribune. He 
had ffiewn great moderation in the exercife of that 
office; but was very old at that time. The people 
feemed alfo upon the point of re-electing feveral of 
thofe, who had before been Military Tribunes with 
him. Licinius, before the report of his eledtion was 
made, demanded to fpeak to the People, as was ufual, 
and expreffed himfelf to the following effedt: “ I per- 
“ ceive, Romans, that your remembrance of the 
“ union between my collegues and myfelf in our firft 
“ adminiftration, an union more neceffary than ever 
“ in the prefent conjundture, difpofes you to re-eledb 
feveral of us, whom experience has made ftill more 
capable of commanding, into the fame office. As 
“ for myfelf, I am no longer the fame man. You 
“ behold in me only the fhadow and name ofLi- 
“ cinius. The ftrength of my body has entirely left 
“ me, I can fcarce fee or hear, my memory fails me, 
“ and the vigour of my mind is worn out. Suffer 
* c me to prefent my fon to you, [he held him by the 
“ hand] the living image of him you honoured firft 
“ of all the Plebeians with the office of Military Tri- 
** bune. Brought up in my fight and principles, I 
“ give, I devote, him to the Commonwealth in my 
“ ftead. I fhall be highly obliged, Romans, if you 
“ grant the honour you give me of your own accord, 
“ and without folicitation, to the demand of my fon, 

and 
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<c and the requeft which I add in his favour.” No 
difficulty was made to grant his defire, and his fon 
was unanimoufly elected Military Tribune. 

P. Licinius, &c. A ini . c ? 

Every thing the Gods feemed to require of the ^393- 
Romans had been exadtly performed. The Feriae 
Latinas had been celebrated with the ceremonies pre- Plut. in 
fcribed. The water of the Alban Lake had been 
drawn off by canals, and turned upon the lands. The 
tenth year of the fiege of Yeii was now arrived ; and 
every thing feemed to denounce the approach of vic¬ 
tory to the Romans. 

A fad event, however, which might have difcon- 
certed that enterprize for ever, happened the begin¬ 
ning of this year. Two of the Military Tribunes, 

Titinius and Genucius, who commanded againft the 
Capenates and Falifci, acting in that war with more 
ardour and bravery than conduit, gave headlong into 
an ambufcade. That rafhnefs coft Genucius dear, 
who was killed fighting valiantly at the head of his 
troops. Titinius retired to an eminence, where he 
drew up the foldiers who had recovered themfelves a 
little from their terror. He would not hazard a battle, 
however 5 and the difgrace was greater than the lofs. 

But fame, which delights in exaggerating, efpecially 
misfortunes, occafioned an incredible alarm at Rome, 
and in the camp before Yeii. A report fpread there 
amongft the troops, that the Roman army had been 
cut in pieces, with both their Generals, and that the 
Capenates and Falifci, encouraged by their viftory, 
were on full march with their chofen youth to attack 
the lines. The panic was fo great in the army, that 
it was juft upon the point of difbanding univerfally, 
and many did adtually fly from the camp. 

The confternation occafioned ftill greater trouble 
and confufion at Rome. It was believed there, that 
the camp before Veii had already been attacked, and 
that part of the enemy were upon full march to Rome. 

People ran to the walls * guards were polled at the 

gates 
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A. R. 359 'gates of the city; and the temples were full of wo~ 
men, who with floods of tears implored the mercy of 
the Gods, and that they would caufe the evils with 
which Rome was threatened to fall on Veii. 

In this * fad conjuncture the Romans placed a Ge¬ 
neral at the head of their armies, deftined, fays Livy, 
by the fates to take Veii, and to fave his country. 
Camillus was created Dictator, and appointed L. Cor¬ 
nelius Scipio Mafter of the Horfe. The change of 
the General immediately changed the face of affairs. 
Hope, courage, and even good fortune, feem’d in a 
moment to revive. We fee here what one man can 
do. It had already been obferved, that in all the em¬ 
ployments wherein Camillus had collegues, his great 
valour, and exalted abilities had induced them to re- 
fign the whole honour of the command to him, as if 
he had been commander in chief; and it was after¬ 
wards remarked, that during his DiCtatorfhips he go¬ 
verned with fo much mildnefs and moderation, that 
the officers fubordinate to him believed they fhared 
his authority. 

His firft care was to repair to the lines before Veii, 
where he began by punilhing thofe who had aban¬ 
doned the camp in the fudden confternation, of which 
I have fpoke, with all the rigour of difcipline; and 
thereby taught the troops to be more afraid of the juft 
feverity of their General, than of the enemy’s forces, 
how formidable foever they might be. On his return 
to Rome, he made the levies, none refufing to give in 
their names. The people, in emulation of each other, 
ran to lift under his command. The youth of the 
JLatines and Hernici came to offer the Dictator their 
fefvice, which he accepted, and thanked them for in 
full Senate. Every thing was now ready for taking 
the field. Camillus vowed to the Gods, that if they 
gave an happy end to this war, he would celebrate 

* Igitur fatalis dux ad excidium illius urbis, fervandasque patriae 
M. Furius Camillus Di&ator di6tus. — Omnia repente mutaverat 
imperator mutatus. Alia fpes 3 alius animus hominum, fortuna quo- 
que alia urbis videri. Liv. 5. 19. 

the 
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the great games (thofe of the Circus) and rebuild the A - Ri 359- 
temple of the Goddefs called by the Romans Mater -f- c ‘ 
Matuta. 

After having made thefe vows, he marched againft 
the Falifci and Capenates, and gave them battle. Every 
thing pafled on his fide with prudence and reafon.j 
and the fuccefs, as is ufual, was anfwerable. He not 
only defeated the enemy, but took their camp, where 
he found confiderable fpoils, of which he referved the 
greateft part for the public treafury, and gave the 
reft: to the foldiers. 

From thence he led his army to Yeii, which he be¬ 
gan to inclofe within narrower bounds. He re-inftated 
difcipline in the camp, which had been obferved with 
little regularity, and put an end to accidental and loofe 
lkirmifhes between the walls of the city and the lines, 
by forbidding the troops to fight without orders. He 
employed them in ufeful and neceftary works, and 
caufed a great number of towers to be added to the 
intrenchments, which they had not before. 

The molt important work of all, and that which 
cofi: moft pains, was a mine. Camillus, feeing that 
there would be abundance of danger and difficulty in 
carrying the walls of the city by force, undertook to 
open himfelf a way under ground, the earth being of 
a very proper fort for digging, and capable of being 
cut at a fufficient depth for concealing the work from 
the enemy. To forward it, and at the fame time to 
eafe the workmen, he divided them into fix bands, 
each of which worked fix hours, and was then relieved 
by another. The work was carried on night and day 
without interruption till it happily extended to the 
citadel. 1 

The Didlator, when he faw the richefi: city of Italy 
upon the point of falling into his hands, in which 
more confiderable fpoils would be taken, than had 
been gained in all the preceding wars of Rome, toge¬ 
ther to avoid either drawing the anger of the foldiery 

+ The fame as Ino filter of Semele, aunt of Bacchus, and wife of 
Athamas* 

upon 
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A.R.359. upon him for dividing them with too fparing a hand, 
A 39$" C " or diffatisfying the Senators by diftributing them with 
too much profufion, he wrote to the Senate to. inform 
it, “ That by the favour of the immortal Gods, his 
cares, and the patience of the foldiers, Veii would 
foon be in the hands of the Roman people. That 
therefore he deiired they would dire£t him as to the 
ufe it was proper to make of the fpoils.” The Senate 
were of two opinions. The one was that of Licinius 
the father, who being firft afked by his fon, replied, 
that he thought it molt advifeable, “to give notice 
in the name of the Commonwealth for all fuch as were 
willing to lhare in the fpoils to repair to the camp at 
Veii.” The other was the opinion of Appius Clau¬ 
dius. “ He thought, that to abandon the fpoils in 
that manner to all that had hands to take them, be- 
lides its being new, was attended with great inconve^ 
niences; that they would be plundered with profufion 
by chance and without choice, and with great inequa¬ 
lity. That if it was not judged proper, that the money 
taken from the enemy fhould be brought into the 
public treafury, exhaufted as it was by fo many wars,- 
he was of opinion, that it ought to be appropriated 
to the payment of the foldiers, which would be a re¬ 
lief to the People, and eafe them of part of the taxes. 
That * thereby every houfe would be equally fenfible 
of the fruits of this largefs, and the rapacious hands 
of idle citizens would not deprive the foldiers of the 
rewards fo juftly due to their labours ; it being ufually 
obferved, that the braveft, and moft forward in battle, 
were the leaft active and expert at plundering.” 

To this Licinius replied: “ That if that money 
were brought into the public treafury, it would fup- 
ply the People with eternal matter of complaint, mur¬ 
mur, and fedition. That it was better therefore to 

* Ejus enim doni focietatem fenfuras sequaliter omnium domus : 
non avidas in direptiones, manus otioforurn urbanorum prserepturas 
fortium bellatorum praemia efle : cum ita ferine eveniat ut fegnior fit 
praedator, ut quifque lab oris periculique praecipuam petere partem 
foleat. Liv. 
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regain their favour by a largefs, which, exhaufted as A. R. 359. 
they were by the contributions of fo many years, would C ' 
be a preient relief to them. That it was but juft, that 
all the citizens fhould partake of fpoils acquired by a 
war, in which they had in a manner grown old. That 
what each of them fhould carry to his own houfe, 
and take with his own hand from the enemy, would 
be far more agreeable than double or treble the value 
from another’s. That the Dictator, in referring the 
affair to the Senate, had no other view than to ipare 
himfelf envy and reproach. That the Senate on their 
fide, ought in like manner to refer the whole to the 
difpofal of the People, in permitting them to go and 
take the plunder, as chance fhould throw it in their 
way.” 

The latter advice, which was the moft popular for 
the Senate, feemed the beft. Declaration was accord¬ 
ingly made, that fuch as were defirous to fhare in the 
plunder of Veii, had only to repair to the camp. How 
great the multitude of thole that went thither was, it 
is eafy to judge. 

The Dictator then quitting his pavilion, after having 
taken the aufpices, and ordered the foldiers to arm : 

“ O Pythian Apollo, faid he, under your guidance, 

“ and by your orders, I advance to ruin the city of 
“ Veii: I confecrate by vow the tenth part of the 
“ fpoils to you. And you. Queen Juno, who now 
** inhabit Veii, I implore that you will vouchfafe to 
“ follow * us the viftors to our city, which will foon be 
“ yours, and where you fhall be received in a temple 
“ worthy of your majefty.” 

After having finifhed thefe prayers, as his army was 
very numerous, he gave a general affault, and attacked 

# The Pagans believed, that the tutelary Gods of a city left it, 
when it was upon the point of being taken by the enemies. Exceflere 
omnes adytis arifque reli&is Dii, quibus imperium hoc fteterat.” Vir¬ 
gil. JEneid. 1.2. fpeaking of Troy. The Tyrians, when befieged by 
Alexander, imagined that Apollo vras for leaving them, and going 
over to the camp of that Prince. They therefore chained his ftatue 
with a chain of gold to the altar of Hercules, to prevent the flight of 
.thatGod. Hiqd, Sic. 1. 17*p. 720. 
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the place on all hides, in order to draw the befieged 
to the walls, and prevent them from knowing the real 
danger they had to fear. The Veientes, who did not 
know that their laft hour was come, were eager to run 
in emulation of each other to the walls, not being able 
to guefs why the Romans, of whom none had. ap¬ 
peared out of the lines for many days, advanced on 
a fudden, like' mad-men, to attack the place on all 
fides. 

A fabulous relation is inferted here, that the King of 
the Veientes was at this inftant facrificing to the Gods : 
that his diviner having in!peeled the entrails of the 
viftim, cried out, that the Gods would give the vic¬ 
tory to him who fhould make oblation of that facrifice. 
That the Romans, who were ftili under ground, upon 
hearing thofe words, immediately cut open the mine, 
and coming out of it with great cries and a dreadful 
noife of arms, fo terrified the Veientes, that they put 
them to flight, and feized the entrails of the victims, 
which they carried to Camillus. * 44 But, fays Livy, 
<c in things of fuch antient date, I think it Sufficient 
44 to take -what is probable for true. Incidents of this 
44 kind, which are fitter for the fcage, that delights in 
44 the marvellous, than for hiftory, it is not worth while 
44 either to affirm or refute.” 

I have repeated this paflage of Livy exprefsly to 
fhew, that he is not fo credulous as fome perfons 
imagine. He lays down a very rational principle 
here, and puts us upon our guard againft the pro¬ 
pensity men have for the marvellous, that fource of fo 
many errors in hiftory. 

The chofen troops having fuccefsfully entered the 
citadel in the temple of Juno by the mine, difperfed 
themfelves from thence into the city. Some attacked 
the foldiers behind who defended the walls : others 
pulled down the .barriers and unbarred the gates in 

# Inferitur huic loco fabula.—Sed in rebus tarn antiquis, fi, quae 
jimilia veri font, pro veris accipiantur, fatis habeam. Haec ad often- 
tafionem feenae gaudentis miraculis aptiora, quam ad fidem, neque 
affirmare, neque refellere, opene pretium eft, Liv, 1 . 5. c, ai. 
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order to let in their companions : and many fet fire to 3^9 
the houfes to prevent the women and flaves from 39 j. * 
throwing down tiles upon them from the roofs. The 
Romans entered in throngs either through the gates 
or by the walls, which they fealed without refinance 1 , 
the enemy having abandoned them. The whole city 
refounded with lhrieks and lamentable cries. Nothing 
was feen every where but blood and daughter: till 
Camillus caufed proclamation to be. made by a herald, 
that thofe fhould be fpared who laid down their arms. 

When the prifoners were difarmed and fent off, the 
fignal was given to the foldiers to plunder the city. 

Whilft they were employed in that manner, the 
Dictator, who from the greatnefs of the fpoils con¬ 
ceived better than before the opulence of the city he 
had juft taken, and the importance of his conqueft, 

* lifted up his hands to heaven, and implored the 
Gods, “ If his own and the good fortune of the Ro- 
“ man People appeared too great in their fight, and 
“ that it was neceflary to qualify it by fome difgrace,- 
t( that they would be pleafed to make it fall upon 
“ him, and to fpare the Commonwealth.” After .this 
prayer, adds Livy, Camillus turning round to the 
right, according to the cuftom of the Romans upon 
the like occafion, fell down upon the ground, which 
fall was afterwards thought a prefage of his banifhment, 
and of the taking of Rome by the Gauls. It is eafy 
to adapt events after they happen to fuch omens. 

The day after the taking of Veii, the prifoners 
were fold by auction, and the fums raifed from them 
fet apart for the public treafury. ' The People were 
much offended at Camillus on that account: and as to 
the plunder which they carried home, they believed 
themfelves neither obliged for it to the Dictator, who, 
in referring an affair to the Senate that depended only 
upon himfelf, had fufficiently argued his ill-will; nor 

* Dicitur manus ad ccelum tollens precatus efle, i( Ut fi cui deo- 
rum hominumque, nimia fua fortuna populique Romani videretur, 
earn invidiam lenire fuo privato incommodo, quam [id eft, potius 
quarti] minimo publico populi Romani liceret,” Liv, 
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. to the Senate, which of itfelf had not appeared too 
well difpofed in refpeCt to them ; but folely to the 
family of the Licinii, who had ftrongly efpoufed their 
intereft. 

After all the profane riches had been removed from 
Veii, Camillus thought of accomplilhing the vow 
which he had made of tranfporting the ftatue of Juno 
to Rome. For that purpofe he chofe out the hand- 
fomeft young Perfons of the whole army. After 
having purified themfelves well, and put on white 
robes, they approached the ftatue with the utmoft re- 
fpedt and veneration, not daring to lay their hands 
upon it without a religious tremor, becaufe, according 
to the cuftom of the Hetrurians, only a prieft of a 
certain family was permitted to touch her. To throw 
the marvelous into this fa£t, i'ome add, that upon the 
Goddefs’s being afked by one of thefe young perfons, 
“ Whether fhe would be pleafed to go to Rome ?” 
fhe anfwered by a nod, or as others fay, by words, 
« £ that fhe would.” Certain it is, that fhe was carried 
to mount Aventine, where a magnificent temple was 
eretted for her, which was afterwards dedicated by 
Camillus. 

Such was the fate of Veii, the molt opulent city of 
all Hetruria, the greatnefs of which the ruin itfelf 
proves, as it could not be reduced till after a liege of 
ten years, during which it made the Romans fuffer 
greater calamities than it endured itfelf, and as it was 
not taken by open force and aflault, but furprize and 
ftratagem. 

When the news that Veii was taken came to Rome, 
notwithftanding the anfwers of the diviners, the oracle 
of Delphi, the exactitude with which all the duties of 
religion had been performed, the choice of the moft 
able general of his times, in a word, though every 
thing, one would have thought, lhould have prepared 
People for that event the length and difficulties of 
the fiege, with the difgraces of the other generals who 
had carried it on before Camillus, made that news oc- 
cafion incredible joy at Rome, as if entirely unlooked 
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for, and contrary to the general expectation. The 
concourfe of the Roman ladies in all the temples, 
whither they repaired in throngs to return the Gods 
thanks, prevented the decree of the Senate, which 
ordained folemn fupplications and thankfgivings for 
a greater number of days than had ever been done 
before, that is to fay, for four days together. 

The Dictator’s triumph was moft magnificent, and 
all the orders of the ftate made it a duty to do him 
honour in emulation of each other. Himfelf was 
willing to exalt the pomp by caufing his chariot to be 
drawn by four white horfes. It muft be obferved here, 
that the fame colour was afcribed to the horfes of the 
Sun and of Jupiter, -f Every body took offence at 
this circumftance; and people judged, that the Dic¬ 
tator thereby exalted himfelf, not only above the con¬ 
dition of a citizen of a free ftate, but even above hu¬ 
man nature. They imagined, that religion was violat¬ 
ed, by the ufurpation of an honour which appertained 
to the immortal Gods;. and from thence alone, his 
triumph was more fplendid than grateful in the eyes 
of the Romans. 

What happens here in regard to Camillus, in other 
refpeCts fo full of wifdom and moderation, fhews us, 
that there is a fubtile poifon in profperity and popu¬ 
lar applaufe, that imperceptibly glides into the heart, 
and caufes in it a fecret fwelling, a falfe pride, againft 
which the greateft and even the wifeft of men find it 
difficult to defend themfelves. On the other fide, the 
People’s general difguft of a thing that might appear 
'inconfiderable enough, argues how high the Romans 
carried their refpeCt for the Divinity. 

Camillus, after having taken all the neceffary mea- 
fures for building the temple of Juno, and dedicated 
that of the Goddefs Matuta, abdicated the DiCtator- 
Ihip. 

t Param id non civile modo, fed. humanum etiam viiutn. Jovrs 
Solifque equis aequiparari Diclatorem, in religionem etiam traliebant i 
triumphufque ob earn unam maxime rent elarior quaro gratior fuit, 
Liv, 1 . 5. c. 23, 
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A.R. 359. The Senate afterwards deliberated upon the. vow 
Camillus had made, to confecrate the tenth part of 
J the fpoils to Apollo. The accomplifhment of that 
vow, which the Pontiffs declared indifpenfible, was 
not eafily effected. For how was it pollible to make 
the People bring in all the fpoils, in order to extract¬ 
ing from them the part due to the God ? After long 
confutation, they fixed upon the means that feemed 
the moft eafy and naturalj and was fo in effect. This 
was by a public decree to inform all thofe who were 
willing to clear their confciences, and affure the fafety 
of themfelves and families, to make a fair and juft 
eftimate of the plunder they had got, and to bring in 
the tenth part of it to the public treafury, in order to 
its being formed into a prefent of malfy gold, worthy 
of the majefty of the God, the temple, for which it 
was intended, and of the grandeur of the Roman Peo¬ 
ple. This neceffity of contributing at their own ex¬ 
pence to the gift defigned for Apollo, ftill added to 
. the People’s difguft for Camillus. For, when intereft 
is affeefted, refpedt for the Gods grow lei's warm and 
lively. 

Peace was granted the Volfciand iEqui, lefs becaufe 
they deferved it, than not to engage the People in a 
new war after that they had fo lately undergone, and 
•from which they were fcarce well returned. 
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The ravages committed in the country of the Ca- 
penates, obliged them to demand peace, which they 
obtained. The war againft the Falifci is continued. 

In order to appeafe the fedition, which began to 
appear at Rome, the Senate confented to fend a colony 
into the country of the Yolfci, which was to confift of 
three thoufand citizens, to each of whom three acres of 
land were allotted. The citizens refufed to go thither, 
and were for fettling at Veii, inftead of being banifh- 
ed into a remote country. They went fo far as' to de¬ 
mand that Rome and Veii fhould for the future con- 
ftitute only one and the fame city and Commonwealth, 
4 in 
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in tranfporting half* the People and Senate to the lat¬ 
ter : a demand which will be urged hereafter with 
much greater warmth, and will foon excite great 
tumults at Rome. It found very ftrong opposition 
now from the Patricians, who protefted that they 
would fooner die than ever fuffer fuch a law to be 
propofed in the alTembly of the People. 

CamiUus cried out, in almoft every alTembly, that 
it was not furprizing to fee the People abandoned to 
a kind of madnels' and phrenzy. That it was a vifi- 
ble puniihment for their negleft to accomplifh the 
vow made to Apollo. That without mentioning the 
Tenth of the fpoils, his confcience would not fuffer 
him to be filent upon another article, that regarded 
the whole people; which was, that in the Tenth of 
Veii itfelf they included only the moveable effefts, 
whereas the city and adjacent territory ought to be 
included in it, and were a part of the vow. The 
difficulty appeared very ferious to the Senate. They 
fubmitted it to the confideration and judgment of the 
Pontiffs, who were all of the fame opinion with Ca- 
millus, An eftimate was made in confequence of the 
city of Veii, and the lands in its dependance. The 
amount of that eftimate was taken out of the public 
treafury, and the Military Tribunes were direfted to 
purchafe gold with it, to be employed in the prefent 
intended for Apollo of Delphi. As gold was very 
fcarce in thofe times, the Roman ladies diftinguilhed 
themfelves on this occafion by a very laudable gene¬ 
rality. In an affembly of them, they unanimoufly 
refolved to carry in all their gold and jewels to the 
public treafury, and went to declare that refoludon 
to the Military Tribunes, Nothing ever gave the 
Senate greater pleafure. And indeed, it was an in- 
ftance of great courage, confidering how much at¬ 
tached the ladies generally are to their jewels. They 
facrificed them however freely, not only to their coun¬ 
try, but what highly exalts the merit of tire aft, to 
religion. The Senate, to reward them, granted them 
feveral privileges : as to go to the facrifices and games 
K 3 in 
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in chariots covered and fufpended, called Pilenta ; to 
be carried in the ftreets on feftival days and at other 
times, in the open chariots, called Carpenta •, and to 
be praifed publicly after death, an honour granted 
before only to men *. The gold which they fent to 
the treafury was weighed, in order to their having the 
value returned them, and a great golden cup was made 
of it to be fent to Delphi. The Roman hiftory has 
already fupplied us, and will farther fupply us, with 
many examples of the zeal of the ladies for their coun¬ 
try, and of the attention of the Senate to reward all 
actions that bore the itamp of love for the public good. 
Nothing contributed fo much to bind all parts of the 
ftate firmly together, and to attach them to the com¬ 
mon intereft. 

I cannot conclude here, without obferving how far 
the Romans, and Camillus in particular, carried their 
delicacy in refpefl: of vows. They knew that a vow 
is an engagement taken with the Divinity himfelf, 
and a folemn promife that we make to him, from 
which we are not to depart in any thing for the fu¬ 
ture ; and that if it be a crime to break our word with 
men, it is impiety and facrilege to do fo in refpedt to 
God. 

When the duties of religion were difcharged at 
Rome, the Tribunes of the People began again to 
ftir, and to urge their propofal of removing part of 
all Orders of the ftate to Veil. As the People faw, 
that nothing could be terminated before the end of 
the year, they nominated the fame Tribunes who had 
firft fet the affair on foot for the year following. The 
Patricians did the fame on their fi ( de, and continued 
almoft all the fame Military Tribunes. 

* Plutarch makes that gold amount to eight talents, an almoft in¬ 
credible fum for thofe times. Eight talents of iilver are eight thou- 
fand crowns : eight talents of gold, ten times as much, that is to fay, 
fourfcore thoufand crowns [.about 12000I. fterling] only in jewels. 
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SECT. III. 

Expedition of Camillus againft the Falifci. Treachery of 
a fchoolmafter, who delivers up his pupils: Generoftty 
of Camillus , who fends them back to their parents. The 
Falifci furrender themfelves to the Romans. The depu¬ 
ties fent with a gold cup to Delphi , are taken by pirates. 

Generous conduit of Timafitheus their chief. Two Tri¬ 
bunes of the People condemned in a fine. Camillus 
firongly oppofes the tranfmigration of the People to Veil. 

The Senate prevail upon the People by entreaties to re¬ 
ject the propofed law for removing to Veii. Death of 
one of the Cenfors. Voice heard by Cadi tins concerning 
the Gauls. Camillus , aocufed unjuftly by a Tribune of 
the People , prevents his condemnation , and retires into 
banijhment to Ardea. 

M. Furius Camillus, &c. a.r. 361. 

Ant. C. 

A S foon as the Romans faw themfelves mafters of 

Veii, they conceived thoughts of avenging them- cf e-ls. 
felves upon the Falifci, who had harraffed them very »» 
much during the fiege. Camillus was fent againft them , 3^134^* 
this year, and after having defeated them in the field *, 
he took their camp, and caufed all the fpoils of it to 
be fold for the benefit of the public treafury. His 
foldiers were much incenfed againft him on that ac¬ 
count : but obliged to fubmit by his feverity of dif- 
cipline, they both hated and admired the virtue of 
their general. It remained to form the fiege of the 
city, which was very ftrong, and perhaps in a condi¬ 
tion to defend itfelf as long as Veii, if the good for¬ 
tune of the commonwealth, and the virtue of Camil¬ 
lus, well known before in military affairs, but which 
(hewed itfelf in a new form upon this occafion, had 
not liaftened the vidtory. 

• Caftra capta, prseda ad Quasftores reda&a, cum magna militum 
ira: fed feventate imperii vi&i, eandem virtutem & oderant, & mira- 
bantur. Liv. 1. 5. c. z 6 » 
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A-R- 361. All the young perfons of the molt illuftrious houfes 
c * of Falerii were under the care of one matter. This 

39I 

man, in time of peace, ufually carried them into the 
country without the walls to exercife themfelves in 
fports l'uitable to their age. He had not difcontinued 
this cuftora during the war, preparing the way for a 
treafon for which he expefted a confiderable reward; 
and fometimes he carried them nearer, fometimes far¬ 
ther, in order to have it in his power to execute his 
defign without fufpicion. At length, finding the oc- 
cafion favourable, he carried all the youth confided 
to his care to Camillus, accompanying fo criminal an 
adtion with no lefs criminal difcourfe. He told that 
great man, in delivering up the children, whofe fa¬ 
thers had the principal authority in Falerii, was in ef- 
fe£t putting that city into his hands. But Camillus, 
looking at him with a menacing air: “ * Traitor,” 
faid he, “ you do not 'addrefs yourfelf with your im- 
“ pious prefent either to a general or a people that 
“ refemble you. We have indeed no exprefs and for- 
“ mal alliance with the Falifci,. but that which nature 
“ has eftablilhed between all men, both does and fhall 
“ fubfift between us. War has its rights, as well as 
“ peace •, and we have learned to make it with no lefs 
“ juftice than valour. We are in arms, not againft 
an age which is fpared even in cities taken by af- 
“ fault, but againft men, armed like ourfelves ; men, 
“ who without any previous injury from us, attacked 
“ the Roman camp at Veii. Thou, to the utmoft of 
“ thy power, haft exceeded them by a new and diffe- 
“ rent kind of crime: but for me, I lhall conquer, as 
“ at Veii, by Roman arts, by valour, works, and per- 
“ feverance.” The traitor was not difmified for this 

# Non ad fimilem, inquit, tui nec populum, nec imperatorem, fee- 
leftus ipfe cum fcelefto munere venifti. Nobis cum Falifcis, quas pa6to 
fit humano, focietas non eft : quam ingeneravit natura, utrifque eft, 
eritque. Sunt & belli, ficut pads, jura : jufteque ea non minus quam 
fortiter didicimus gerere. Arina habemus, non adverfum earn aeta- 
tem, cui etiam captis urbibus parcitnr 5 fed adverfus armatos, & ipfos, 
qui nec )nsfi, nec laceffiti a nobis, caftra Romana ad Veios oppugna- 
runt. Eos tu, quantum in te fuit, novo fcelere vicifti: ego Romanis 
artibus, virtute, opere. armis, ficut Ydos, vincam, Liv. 1. 5. c. 27. 
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reprimand only. Camillus caufed him to be ftripped, 
and to have his hands tied behind him ; and arming his 
young fcholars with rods, he ordered them to drive him 
back into the city, and to fcourge him all the way j 
which no doubt they did with a good will. 

At this fight the Falifci, who had been inconfola- 
ble for the lofs of their children, raifed cries of joy. 
They were charmed to fuch a degree with fo uncom¬ 
mon an example of juftice and virtue, that in an in- 
ftant they intirely changed difpofition in relpeft to the 
Romans •, and inftead of being poffefled as before with 
a blind fury againft them, fo as almoft to prefer pe- 
rilhing like ! Yeii, to accommodating with them like 
the Capenates; they unanimoufly refolved that mo¬ 
ment to have a peace with fuch generous enemies, at 
any price whatfoever. Accordingly they fent Depu¬ 
ties firft to the camp, and afterwards to Rome r where 
when they had audience of the Senate, they addrelfed 
themfelves to it in thefe terms *. “ Illuftrious Fa- 

“ thers, conquered by you and your General, in a 
“ manner that can give no offence either to Gods or 
“ men, we are come to furrender ourfelves to you : 
“ and we allure ourfelves, than which nothing can 
“ be more glorious for victors, that we fhall live hap- 
“ pier under your government, than under our own 
“ laws. The event of this war has brought forth 
“ two excellent examples for mankind. You, Fa- 
« thers, have preferred juftice in war to immediate 
“ conqueft : and we, excited by that juftice which we 
“ admire, voluntarily prefent you the viftory. We 
“ are now entirely yours. Send perfons to us'to re- 
ceive our arms, hoftages and city, of which the gates 
“ are open fo you, You will have ho reafon to be 

* Patres confcyipti, vi&oria, cui nec deus nec homo quifquam in- 
yideat, vitti a vobis & imperatore veftro; dedimus nos vobis: rati, 
quo nihil vi6tori pulchrius eft, melius nos fub imperio veftro, quam 
legibus noftris, vi&uros. Eventu hujus belli duo falutar.ia exempla 
prodita humano generi funt. Vos fidem in bello, quam prsefentem, 
vi6toriam, maliiiftis: nos fide provocati, vi^ftoriam ultro detulimus. 
Sub ditione veftra fumus. Mittite, qui arma, qui obfides, qui urbeiti 
patentibus portis accipiant. Nec vos fidei noftrce, nec nos imperii 
yeftri pcenitebit. Ibid. 

« difla- 
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A.R.36>*“ diflatisfied with our fidelity, and we allure ourfelve^ 
■ Ant ' C ' “ we lhall have none to regret your power.” 

And indeed, as the Deputies of the Falifci fay in 
this place, no praife can be fo grateful, and fo glo¬ 
rious for a ftate or a prince, as that the conquered 
People enjoy more tranquillity, and are more happy 
under them, than they were whilft they lived free and 
independent under their own laws. And this was ac¬ 
tually the cafe with the ftates that fubmitted to the 
Romans. The farther we advance in their hiftory, 
the more we lhall dilcover, that their reputation for 
faith to engagements, equity, humanity, and clemen¬ 
cy, contributed more than any thing befides to ag¬ 
grandize the Roman empire. 

Such was the fuccefs of the war againft the Falifci, 
which acquired Camillus the thanks both of the 
enemy and his own country. A certain fum of mo¬ 
ney was exacted from the Falifci for the payment of 
the Roman troops for the current year, and to exempt 
the People from taxes. After which the army return¬ 
ed to Rome. 

We fee in the famous event, which we have jult 
related, the power of virtue, and what impreflion it 
is capable of making upon the mind of man when fo- 
lid and fincere. Nobody can read this fail without 
feeling himfelf warmly affefted with indignation for 
the perfidious matter who gives up his fcholars, and 
admiration for Camillus who fends them back to their 
parents. Sentiments of this kind are not free, and 
do not depend upon the will: they are implanted in 
the heart, they are a part of it, and born with us. 
We mutt therefore renounce nature, and fupprefs its 
voice, to believe, or to fay, that virtue and vice are 
only names, without force and reality. 

Camillus, revered and admired for his juftice and 
integrity, re-entered Rome with a glory far more fo- 
lid, than that of his fuperb and pompous triumph, 
wherein he feemed to aim at equalling himfelf to the 
Gods he adored. 


Imme- 
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Immediately after his return, the Senate difpatched A - R - 3 fil * 
a fhip of war with three Deputies, to carry the gold 
vafe to Delphi. They were taken on their voyage by 
pirates of the ifland of Lipara, and carried thither. 

Their cuftom was to divide all the prizes they took 
amongft the inhabitants. Their principal magiflrate 
this year was one Timafitheus, a man, fays Livy, 
who refembled the Romans more in his manners, than 
his countrymen. 

This man, full of refpedt as well for the God for 
whom the cup was intended, as for thofe who fent it 
him, and the motive which had induced them to make 
that offering, infpired the whole multitude, who ge¬ 
nerally form their opinions by thofe of their Leader, 
with the fame fentiments of religion. After having 
entertained the Deputies magnificently, he determined 
to convoy them himfelf,and accordingly went with them 
to Delphi, and afterwards recondufted them to Rome. 

He was received in an highly honourable manner: 

The rite of hofpitality was conferred upon him by 
a decree of the Senate, and great prefents were made 
him. 

One of the Military Tribunes gained at this time 
a confiderable advantage over the iEqui. The citi¬ 
zens ftill meditated the palling of the law for the tranf- 
migration of part of the People to Veii. To fucceed 
in it, they continued thofe Tribunes in office who 
promoted it, whilft the Patricians, with their utmoft 
efforts, could not continue thofe who oppofed the de¬ 
mand of their collegues. The Senate, to be revenged, 
paired a decree for the election of Contois, of which 
none had been chofen for fifteen years. 

L. Lucretius Flaccus. a.R. 3 Sz. 

Servius Sulpicius Camerinus. a ”*1 C- 

Two of the Tribunes of the People, who had been l; v . i. 5 . 
the two preceding years in office, were cited to take c - *9--*3*- 
their trials before the People. Nothing could be laid 
to their charge, except oppofing the law propofed by 

their 
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A- R. 362. their eollegues. The Senate took abundance of pains 
to prevent them from finking under the affair. Their 
endeavours were ineffectual, and the late Tribunes 
were condemned in a fine. 

Camillus, highly incenfed at fo crying an injuftice, 
reproached the People warmly upon the occafion, and 
declared that if the excefiive licentioufnefs of the 
Tribunes could not be checked by the oppofition of 
fome of their eollegues, the Senate well knew how to 
find another method for reftraining it. But his zeal 
appeared moft in the Senate, where he was inceffantly 
haranguing with the utmoft warmth againfl the law 
which occafioned fo much trouble. He told the Se¬ 
nators, “ That upon the day when the law was to 
be propofed, they ought all to repair to the Forum as 
to a field of battle, where they were to fight for the 
temples and altars of the Gods, their firefides, and 
the place which had given them birth. That as to 
himfelf, if it were allowable for him to regard only his 
own interefts, nothing could be more honourable for 
him than to fee a city, which he had taken, peopled 
with a great number of inhabitants, where the monu¬ 
ments of his glory would continually prefent them- 
felves to his eyes, where he could not make a fingle 
ftep without treading upon the traces of his victory; 
and of which, in a word, the fight alone would conti¬ 
nually renew his triumph. But that he believed it not 
confident with religion, and impious to conceive 
thoughts of inhabiting a place which its own Gods 
had abandoned, and that a free and victorious people 
fhould go to fettle in a conquered city. He added, 
that it feemed impoffible to him, that two fuch power¬ 
ful cities fhould continue long at peace, live under the 
fame laws, and however form but one Commonwealth. 
That the two cities would inlenfibly form themfelves 
into two different ftates, which after having made war 
againfl each other, would in the end become the prey 
of their common enemies. 

Thefe warm exhortations of Camillus had all the 
effeCt he could defire. The day when the People were 

to 
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to give their fuffrages concerning the law, all the Se- A. r. 362. 
nators, young and old, repaired in a body to the Fo- Ant ' c ‘ 
rum, and difperfing themfelves into their tribes, they J9 °’ 
addreffed themfelves to their fellow-citizens of the fame 
tribes, prefling their hands, and conjuring them with 
tears in their eyes, “ not to abandon a country for 
which themfelves and their fathers had fought with fo 
much valour and fuccefs.” Then pointing to the Ca¬ 
pitol, the temple of Vefta, and thofe of the other 
Gods near it, “ they implored them not to tear the 
Roman people from their native home, and houfhold 
Gods* to banifh them into a Arrange and enemy city, 
and not to give reafon for wifhing that Yeii had never 
been taken, that it might not have expofed Rome to fo 
fhameful a defertion.” As the Patricians employed 
only remonftrances, prayers, and tears, feconded with 
motives of religion, to which the People are very fen- 
fible, they differed themfelves to be overcome by that 
agreeable violence, whereas an air of command and au¬ 
thority would only have exafperated them. Of the 
tribes, there was a majority of one for rejecting the 
law. 

This victory gave the Senators fuch exceeding joy, 
that the next day a decree appeared, which granted 
feven acres' of land not only to each father of a fa¬ 
mily, but alfo to every male infant in his houfe; fo 
that every father might reckon, that each of his fons 
fhould poffefs feven acres in the territory of Yeii. The 
intent of this decree was to induce the Romans to 
marry, and to enable them to bring up children, for 
the fervice of the Commonwealth. It is remarkable 
that the Senate never lofes fight of this great princi¬ 
ple of policy, to augment as much as poffible the 
number of the People, wherein the principal ftrength 
of a date confifts_. 

L. Valerius Potitus. a r 6 

M. Manlius, Ant. c. 

389* 

Thefe Confuls caufed the great games vowed.by 
Camillus during the war with Veii to be celebrated. 

The 
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• The temple of Juno vowed at the fame time was alio 
dedicated now. 

C. Julius, one of the two Cenfors, died this year; 
and M. Cornelius was elected to fucceed him. As 
the city of Rome was taken during this Luftrum, the 
idea of unfortunate was affixed to this fubftitution of 
a Cenfor in the room of one deceafed; and it was 
decreed, that for the future, when a Cenfor died in his 
office, another ffiould not be fubftituted in his Head, 
and that his collegue ffiould abdicate. 

L. Lucretius, &c. 

Two of the Military Tribunes were charged with 
the war againft the Volfci, and two more with that 
againft the Salpinates. Thofe two people the year 
before, taking advantage of the plague, which raged 
at Rome, had ravaged part of the country bordering 
upon them. They were defeated and puniffied. 

The fame year, Ctedicius, a Plebeian, informed 
the Military Tribunes, that late the night before, as 
he was walking in the ftreet called Via Nova, he heard 
a voice louder than that of a man, which ordered him 
to go and inform the magiftrates, that the Gauls were 
coming. As Ctedicius was a man of no note, and the 
Gauls befides a nation very diftant, and for that rea- 
fon little known, no ftrefs was laid upon this account. 
And indeed did it deferve much ? 

The Romans committed a much more real fault in 
refpeft to Camillus, whofe fignal fervices they re¬ 
warded with inexcufable ingratitude. Himfelf in¬ 
deed had given fome room for it; and the fame per¬ 
haps may be applied to him, as Livy fays of one of 
the firft Fabii, That * great men more frequently 
want the art of governing their own people, than that 
of fubduing the enemy. He oppofed the multitude 
On all occafions, and without any referve. He al¬ 
ways appeared the moft aftive and ardent in oppofing 

# Adeo excellentibus ingeniis citius defuerit ars qua civem regant, 
quam qua.hoftem fuperent. LiV.,2.43. 

all- 
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all their caprices. The People, who foon forget paft A.r. 364. 
fervices, when thofe that did them oppofe their incli- A ^ c * 
nations, were thereby prepared to give a favourable 
hearing to the difcourfe of a feditious Tribune, who 
accufed Camillus of having converted part of the 
fpoils of Veii to his own ufe. The accufation was 
not only without foundation, but probability. That 
great man, who was befides highly afflifted for the 
lofs of his fon, a youth, lately dead, affembled his 
friends, and the principal perfons of his tribe at his 
own houfe, in order to found whether he had any 
thing to hope from their credit. Having confulted 
together, they all anfwered, that how pafiionate fo- 
ever they might be for his fervice, they could be of 
no ufe to him with his judges, but that they would 
pay the fine for him. Seeing therefore that he had 
no juftice to expedt from a multitude blinded with 
hate, and that he Ihould certainly be condemned, as 
he was in effedt, he did not ftay to have fentence palled, 
but went into banifhment to Ardea. Before he quitted 
the city, turning his eyes toward the Capitol, he 
prayed to the Gods, “ that if he were innocent, they 
“ would make his ungrateful country regret his ab- 
** fence as foon as pofiible.” This prayer of Camil¬ 
lus, fo different from that which he makes to the 
Gods at the taking of Veii, agrees ill with his zeal 
for his country, and is a ftain in his life. Ariftides, Plut. in 
condemned like him to banifhment, fhewed more Ar * ftid - 
greatnefs of foul in praying the Gods, “ that no mif- p " 3 “* 

“ fortune might befal the Athenians, which might give 
“ thern caufe to remember Ariftides, and to ftand in 
“ need of his fervices.” He took refuge at Ardea, a 
city not far from Rome, where he was informed that 
he had been condemned in a fine. 

For the reft, this kind of condemnations of the 
rhoft illuftrious citizens, ufual enough at Rome, which 
extended no farther than a fine, had a fufficient re- 
femblance to the oftracifm of Athens *. The fource 

* Cum Ephefii civitate expellerent Hermodorum, ita locuti funt: 

“ >femo de nobis unus excellat. Sed a ii auis extiterit, alio in loco & 

“ apud 
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A. R. 364. of both the one and the other, at Rome and Athens* 
A ”gg C- was the fear left fuch citizens becoming too powerful, 
fhould invade the liberty of the public: a fear, which - 
rendered all exalted merit, if not odious, at leaft fuf- 
pefted, and induced them to take exceflive precau¬ 
tions to prevent its effects, and remove their often ill- 
founded alarms. Cicero, who condemns this injuri¬ 
ous delicacy, acknowledges it the effeffc of the repub¬ 
lican genius and charafter. “ We are not willing,” 
faid the Ephefians in banifhing Hermodorus one of 
their principal citizens, the fame who interpreted the 
Greek laws for the Roman deputies, “ We are not 
“ willing that any perfon’s merit amongft us, fhould 
. “ be fo peculiarly eminent as to fet him above all the 
tC reft. But if any fuch perfon fhould arife, our will 
<e is, that he carry his merit into another country, 
« c and to another people.” 

“ apud alios fit.” An hoc non ita fit in omni populo ? Nonne omnem 
exuperantiam virtutis oderunt ? Quid ! Ariftides, (malo enini Grae- 
corum, quam noftra, proferre) nonne ob earn cauiam expulfus eft pa- 
tria, quod pneter modum juftus eflet? Cic. Tufc. Queeft, 1 , 5. n, 105. 
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SECT. IV, 

The city of Cluftum bejieged by the Gauls, implores aid of 
the Romans, • 'who fend ambaffadors to the befiegers. 

!Thofe ambaffadors joining the people of Cluftum in a fally, 
the Gauls raife the fiege, and march for Rome. ’The 
Romans , who take the field againjl them, are feized 
with a panic, and entirely defeated near Allia. The 
Gauls advance to Rome. A fmall body of troops retire 
into the Capitol with part of the Senate. The Vefials 
and Priefis charge themfelves with the care ' of the fa- 
cred things. Courage of the old men who remain in the 
city. Piety of Albinius in refpeX to the Vefials who 
take refuge at Care. ’The ancient Senators, in their 
robes of fiate, place themfelves each at his door. The 
Gauls find Rome almofi wholly abandoned. Maffacreof 
the ancient Senators. The Gauls fet the city on fire. 

They are repulfed in attacking the Capitol. Camillas 
defeats a confiderable detachment of the Gauls near Ar- 
dea: Defeat of the Tufcans. Pious, and bold aXion of 
Fabius Dorfo. Camillas is declared DiXdtor by the 
Senate. The Geefe fave the Capitol. The Romans re¬ 
duced to extremities capitulate. Camillas arrives that 
infant and defeats the Gauls. They are entirely cut to 
pieces in a fecond battle. Camillas enters Rome in tri¬ 
umph. Reflexions upon the taking of that city. The 
inhabitants of Care rewarded. Temple ereXed to Aius 
Locutius. Honours rendered to the Geefe. 

\X 7 E have feen that Camiilus was rewarded for the A R - 3 C 4- 
v * fervices he had done his country, as many other ^33 C ' 
great men have been; that is to fay, with ingratitude. Liv. 1.5. 
Soon after his departure, ambaffadors arrived from 
the inhabitants of Clufium a city of Tufcany, which Camill. 
was then actually befieged by the Gauls lately arrived^ 5 — 
in the country, under the command of Brennus, to 
implore the aid of the Romans againft thofe ftrangers, 
whofe numbers, ftature, -and arms had fpread terror 
on all Tides. 

Vol. II. L 
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A.R. 364. Gaul, firnamed Comata, was anciently divided iilto 
A ‘” g g # * three parts, Aquitania, Celtic and Belgic Gaul. The 
Gauls, of whom We are now fpeaking, were of Celtic 
Gaul. They were not the firlt who came to fettle in 
Italy. In the reign of Tarquinius Prifcus, about the 
165th year of Rome, Ambigatus reigned over Celtic 
Gaul. That prince, finding thofe great provinces'' 
overpeopled, put Sigovefus and Bellovefus, two of his 
nephews, at the head of a great body of youth, whom 
he obliged to go in queft of fettlements in foreign coun¬ 
tries j whether that were a common praflice in thofe 
times, as it was afterwards in the North down to the 
tenth century ; or that Ambigatus had recourfe to this 
expedient of military colonies, to rid himfelf of an 
ardent, reftlefs, turbulent youth. However that 
were, the Leaders decided by lots the regions into 
which thefe fwarms were to go to fettle. Chance fent 
Segovefus over the Rhine, who taking his way thro* 
the * Hercinian foreft, opened himfelf a paffage by 
force of arms, and feized Bohemia and the adjacent 
provinces. Bellovefus turned towards Italy, and 
paffed the Alps. He carried with him part of the 
inhabitants of Bcurges, Auvergne, the Senonois, Au- 
tun, Chartres, and iome other countries, which form¬ 
ed a very numerous people. He fettled in Infubria, 
where he built Milan. At the fame time, another 
body of the Gauls, compofed principally of the in¬ 
habitants of Mans (Cenomani) affifted by Belovefus, 
fixed in the fame country, where they built Brefcia-j% 
Verona and fome other cities. The fame people af¬ 
terwards made many irruptions into the parts adja¬ 
cent to the lands, their countrymen had pofTeffed them- 
felves of long before. At length the Gauls of whom 
^ we are fpeaking attrafted into the country by the fame 
views as their anceftors, were conducted thither by an 

* The Hercinian foreft covered a gr«at part of the antient Germa¬ 
ny. It began afc the bank of the Rhine, and in Suabia, where it is 
caiied at this day the Black Foreft, and extended beyond Bohemia. 

f The learned M. Scipio Mallei corrects the text of Livy in- this< 
place, and for Brixia ac Verona, reads Brixia ac Cremona. 

inha- 
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inhabitant of Clufium called Aruns, in revenge of an • 
injury which he had received from his fellow-citizens. 
It is faid that the charms of the wine, which Aruns 
carried to them, a liquor they did not know before, 
contributed not a little to induce'them to pafs the 
Alps, and undertake this march. To reward th'eir 
guide, they formed the fiege of Clufium. 

The inhabitants fearing to fall into the hands of the 
Barbarians, implored, as we have faid. before, the aid 
of the Romans, though they had no other motives 
for hoping it, but their not having armed in the late 
war in favour of the Veientes, as moft of the other 
Rates of Hetruria had done. The Romans did not 
think it proper to fend troops immediately to the aid 
of the Clufini. They contented themfelves with de¬ 
puting three young Patricians to the Gauls r- thefe 1 
were the fons of M. Fabius Ambuftus. “ Thofe de¬ 
puties were inftrudted to defire the Gauls, in the name 
of the Senate and People of Rome, not to attack the 
Clufini, who had done them no wrong ; and to add, 
That they fhould be obliged to take arms for their 
defence, if that were neceJTary : but that the method 
of remonftrances had appeared preferable to them, 
and that they fhould be very glad to live at peace with 
the Gauls.” 

The demand was reafonable and moderate, if it 
had been carried by any but men of a violent and 
haughty difpofition. After the affair had been pro- 
pofed in the affembly of the principal perfons of the 
nation, Brennus, who was their King, or chief, re¬ 
plied: “ That the name of the Romans was little 
known to them •, that, however, they believed them 
a brave and courageous people, as the Clufini had re- 
courfe to them in their dangerthat as they had chofe 
rather to employ the methods of pacification than 
their arms in defence of their allies, they on their 
fide fhould not rejeft the offered peace, provided the' 
Clufini, who poffeffed more lands than they could cul¬ 
tivate, would agree to give up part of them to tire 
Gauls, who were in want of it: that without that con- 
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A.R. 364. dition, there was no peace to be hoped. That they 
ftsould be giad to receive their anfwer in the prefence 
of the Roman deputies. That in cafe of refufal, 
they would give battle in the prefence of the fame 
Romans, in order that they might be capable of let¬ 
ting Rome know, how much the Gauls excelled all 
other mortals in valour.” The embafiadors upon that 
alking with an haughty air and tone, “ What way of 
proceeding it was, to demand land of its poffelTors, 
and if not granted, to threaten them with war; and 
what right the Gauls had to Tufcany ?” “ The 
“ fame,” anfwered they fiercely, “ that you had to 
“ thofe of fo many ilates as you are faid to have dif- 
“ poffelfed-of their lands. We carry our right upon 
“ the point of our fwords. All things belong to the' 
“ valiant;” 

The Fabii, enraged at fo haughty an aqfwer, difiem- 
bled their refentment; and, under pretence of defiring, 
in quality.of mediators, to confer with the magiftrates 
of Clufium, they demanded to enter the place. They 
were no fooner in the city, than inftead of afting in the 
charadler of embaffadors, and difcharging the fun&ion 
of minifters of peace, thofe Romans, who were too 
young for an employment which requires extreme- 
prudence, abandoning themfelves to their valour, and 
the impetuofity of their years, exhorted the inhabi- 
jamur- tan'ts to make a vigourous defence. To fet them an 
£>vben!p o' example of it, they put themfelves at their head in a 
raam^Fa- fally, the Fates, fays Livy, urging on the deftruftion 
*>»• of Rome •, and Q^Fabius, who was at theliead of the 
embaffy, advancing on liorfeback at the head' of the 
army, killed with his lance one of the generals of the 
Gauls remarkable for his ftature and appearance, and- 
was univerfally known by the enemy, whilft he was 
dripping the perfon he had juft killed of his lpoils. 

The report immediately fpread throughout the 
whole army. The retreat was immediately founded. 
The fiege of Clufium. v/as raifed, and the G auls thought 
only of avenging themfelves upon the Romans. Many 
Were for marching diredlly to Rome. But the advice 

of 
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of the elder perfons prevailed, and it was much theA.R. 3 6 4 . 
wifeft. They were of opinion, that it was proper to 
begin by fending deputies to Rome, to complain of 
what had happened ; and to demand, that the Fabii 
Ihould be delivered into their hands, for having vio¬ 
lated the law of nations. After the deputies had. 
made their complaints, and added their demand, the 
Senate was much perplexed how to ad. .They did 
not approve the adion of the Fabii, and deemed the 
demand of the Barbarians juft; but a vicious complai- 
fance for young perfons of their high birth, prevented 
the Senators from refolving as they well perceived" 
there was a neceffity for them to do. To extricate 
themfelves out of this difficulty, and to avoid being 
anfwerable for the confequences, with which a war 
with the Gauls might be attended, they referred the 
affair to the decifion of the People. Far from fatif- 
fying the Gauls, by punifhing the ambaffaclors as they 
deferved, the People carried their imprudence and, 
folly to that excefs, as to reward them by nominating 
them Military Tribunes for the following year, as if 
exprdly to infult the Barbarians. The deputies, full 
of indignation, as one may well judge, and breath¬ 
ing nothing but war and revenge, returned to the ar- 
my. Sulpicius Longus, Q^Servilius, IV. Serv. 
Cornelius Maluginenlis, were elected collegues to thp 
Fabii. . . 
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On the approach of fo- great a danger, as that which c * 
atually menaced the commonwealth, Rome, which Liv.Vj. 
in the wars againft the.Fidenates, Veientes, and other pjJ/FT 49 ' 
Rates in the neighbourhood, had often had recourfe to Cam'illl 1 
the laft and moft vigorous of meafures, in appointing a *37—144- 
Dictator 5 in the prefent - conjuncture, when an un- 
known and terrible enemy was advancing to attack it, 3-4- 
that city, as if feized with a lethargy, ufed no extra¬ 
ordinary methods for its fafety *: fo much, lays Livy,. 


* Adeo occascat animos fortuna, ubi vim fuam ingruentem-refrin<n 
noAvult; X.jv* ' ' ‘ 0 
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• does Fortune blind men, when fhe is unwilling that 
they ihould avert her impending purpofes. 

When the Gauls were informed that the violators 
of the law of nations, inftead of the punifhment they 
-deferved, had been raifed to the firft dignities of the 
Rate, they were feized with rage: for patience was 
not the character of that nation, and immediately be¬ 
gan their march. Their number, their appearance, 
their prodigious ftrength, and the fury that appeared 
in their afpefts, fpread terror and difmay in all the 
places through which they paffed. They however 
committed no a£ts of hoftility, and did no violence. 
They only cried out aloud wherever they came, “ That 
they were going to Rome, that their defigns were 
folely againft the Romans, and that they were friends 
to all other people.” 

The news of the impetuous march of the Barba¬ 
rians, which rumour, and the couriers difpatched by 
the Clufini, and by other fcates, had foon carried to 
Rome, occafioned great alarm and confirmation. 
Troops were levied in hafte, and without choice, to 
the number of forty thoufand men. They advanced 
to the diftance of four leagues from the city to meet 
the enemy, whom they found at the river of Allia, 
near the place where it empties itfelf into the Tiber. 
The army of the Gauls, which confifted of feventy 
thoufand men, covered the whole country: The hi¬ 
deous cries, or rather howling, which they raifed ac¬ 
cording to their cuftom, made the mountains at dif¬ 
tance refound, and occafioned horror §nd confufion. 

The Military Tribunes took no care either to make 
choice of an advantageous poll fbr their camp, or to 
fortify it with fofles or palifades, in order to fecure 
their retreat in cafe of misfortune •, and were as remifs 
in refpedt to eonfulting the Gods by the aufpices, and 
rendering them favourable by facrifices; efiential ce¬ 
remonies with a people full of fuperftition, that de¬ 
rived their courage and confidence from propitious 
omens, imparted to them by the augurs. Full of rafh. 
boklnefs, they drew up their army in battle, the left 

fuftained 
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fuftained by the river, and the right by a mountain at 
no great diftance. They gave little depth and much 
front to their troops, to avoid being lurrounded by 
the enemy, who were far more numerous than the 
Romans. But in extending their wings in that man¬ 
ner, they exceedingly weakened their main body. 
Upon their right was a fmail eminence, where they 
polled their referved troops. Brenrius, general of the 
Gauls, apprehended That to. be a ftratagem, and that 
their defign of it was, as foon as the battle began, to 
make that body of troops defcend from the hill, and 
attack his army in flank and rear. He thought it 
neceflary therefore to begin by charging that body of 
referve, convinced that if he could drive them out of 
that poll, fuperior as he was in number, he fhould 
foon defeat the.enemy in the open field: for nothing 
efcaped his attention, and he adted in all things like 
a great captain. On the contrary, in the other army, 
neither the generals nor foldiers Ihewed any thing of 
the Roman character. They were leized on a fudden 
with terror, and without attempting to fight, fled pre¬ 
cipitately. The left wing, inftead of making towards 
Rome, took the route of Veii, though they could 
not arrive there without palling the Tiber. Only the 
body of referve made fome refiftance in effedt of the 
advantage of their poll: but it foon gave way as well 
as the rell. ;The daughter was not made in the bat¬ 
tle but the flight, becaufe thofe who fled retarded 
each other. Moll of the flain perilhed on the banks 
of the Tiber, whither the-whole left wing retired, af¬ 
ter having thrown down their arms. Many who did 
not know how to fwim, or could not under the weight 
of their arms, were lwallowed up in the waves. The 
reft efcaped to Veii, from whence they did not fo much 
as think of fending a courier to Rome, to carry the 
fad news of their defeat, fo far were they from being 
in a condition to give it aid. Part of their tight wing 
arrived at Rome, and fpread the report that the whole 
army had been cut to pieces, and fo it was univerfally 
believed. This day was afterwards called The Battle 
k 4 of 
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;• of Allia, and placed in the number of thofe unfor¬ 
tunate days upon which no confiderable affair was 
undertaken. 

After fo compleat a vi< 5 tory, if the Gauls had pur* 
fued the Romans vigoroufly, nothing'could have pre¬ 
vented Rome from being intirely deftroyed, and all 
thofe within it from being put to the fword. But ftu- 
pified, and in a manner drunk, with - the joy of fo 
fudden and unexpected a fuccefs, they loft three days 
in collecting the fpoils which they found in the Ro¬ 
man camp, and in making merry. That delay faved 
Rome. The citizens who remained there, refembled 
thofe who had fled fo abjeCtly at the battle of Allia 
in nothing, and took all the prudent meafures pofftble 
in fuch a ftate of perplexity and confufion. Seeing 
that there was no hopes of faving Rome with fuch an 
handful of foldiers, they refolved that the old. men 
fhould remain in the city, and that the flower of the 
Senate and People fhould enter the citadel and Capitol, 
wjth all the gold and filver in the city, arms and pro- 
vifions, in order to be in a condition to defend the 
Gods, men, and the Roman name, from the top of 
that fortrefs. They charged the prieft of Quirinus 
and the Veftals with the care of carrying off the facred 
things, and placing them in fafety •*, being defirous 
that the worfhip of the Gods fhould not' be difconti- 
nued, whilft any remained to perform it. They faid. 
That if the citadel and Capitol, the auguft abode of 
the Gods, the Senate that formed the public council of 
the ftate, and the youth of age to bear arms, furvived 
the ruin that menaced the city, the lofs of the old men, 
an ufelefs number that remained in the place only to 
die there, did not deferve to be much regretted.” 
And in order that this refolution might give the lefs 
pain to the inferior people, the old men, venerable for 
their age, the Confulfhips through which they had 
palled, and the triumphs with which they had been 
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honoured, declared, “ That they would die with the ■ 
other citizens of no ufe to the Commonwealth ; and, 
as they were incapable of bearing arms, and defending 
their country, that they would not confume in vain 
the provifions of thole, whom their years and ftrertgth 
enabled to fuftain it.” In this manner did the old 
men who were determined to die encourage and co.n- 
fole themfelves. 

They afterwards addreffed their difcourfe to the body 
of young people whom they followed to the Capitol and 
citadel, recommending to their ftrength and bravery 
the fate of a city, which for three hundred and fixty 
years had been victorious in all the war-s five had un¬ 
dertaken. It was the moft affeCting of fights, to be¬ 
hold, on one fide, thofe who carried with them the 
whole hope and refource of their country, and on the 
other, thofe who were refolved not to furvive its ruin, 
take their leaves of each other for ever, with a tender- 
nefs, and at the fame time an elevation of courage, 
that no words; can defcribe. The mournful cries of 
the women were heard bn all fides, who not knowing 
to whom they Ihould addrefs themfelves, to their huf- 
bands or children, fometimes followed the one and 
fometimes the other, afking them with words inter¬ 
rupted with groans and fobs, to what fate they were 
going to abandon them. The reft of the populace 
whom the citadel could not contain within fo narow 
a compafs, and ftill lefs feed in fo great a dearth of 
provifions, quitted the city in throngs, and took their 
way towards Janiculum. From thence they difperfed 
themfelves, fome about the country and others into 
the neighbouring cities, without leaders to conductor 
advife them, each following, his own particular views, 
.or abandoning himfelf to chance, without its being 
pbflible for them to form meafures and refolutions in 
concert. 

In the mean time the prieft of Quirinus and the 
Veftals, folely intent upon taking care of the facred 
things confided to their cyftody, confulted together. 

upon 
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upon what it was proper to carry away, what leave be¬ 
hind, and in what place fuch precious depofits might 
be moft fecure. What could not be carried away* 
was put into two great cafks, and buried under the 
chapel of Quirinus. The Veftals divided the reft 
amongft them, and took the way of janiculum by the 
wooden bridge. 

Amongft thofe who fled there was a Plebeian called 
Lucius Albinus, who was driving oft' his wife, chil¬ 
dren, and moft neceflary moveables in a waggon. As 
foon as he faw the Veftals, carrying the facred things 
in their arms with great difficulty on foot, whilft 
himfelf and his family were at eafe, he could not fuffer 
that contraft, which feemed irreligious to him, and 
made his wife and children get down, threw out his 
goods, placed thofe virgins in his carriage, and drove 
them to Caere, the place to which they intended to go: 
fo much reverence did Rome in fo general a calamity 
retain for religion, and fo well did Ihe know how to 
fapport the preference due to divine things in refpeft 
of every thing whatfoever merely human. 

Whilft all this paffed, and after the citadel had 
been as well fupplied with every thing neceflary for 
a good defence as the prefent conjuncture would ad¬ 
mit, the old men, that is to fay, fome Pontiffs, and 
ancient Senators honoured either with triumphs or 
Confulfhips, not being willing to furvive either their 
country or paft glory, preferred the death that waited 
them there to an uncertain and fhameful retreat. But 
in order to retain to their laft breath the marks of a 
dignity upon the point of expiring with them, they 
dreffed themfelves in their robes of purple and habits 
of ftate, and took their feats, in their ivory chairs, each 
in the porch of his houfe. Some authors fay, that 
they devoted themfelves for their country in the fame 
manner and form as the Decii did afterwards. 

Brennus arrived at Rome three days after his vic¬ 
tory. Surprized to find the gates of the city open, 
the walls without defences, and all things as quiet as 

in 
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in profound peace, he fufpedted fome ftratagem. At A - 
length the continuance of that calm rc-afiured him. 

As two days had palled fince the battle, which had not 
been very warm, and the Gauls did not take Rome 
by force, they entered it without the ardour and fierce- 
nefs, which generally attend the taking of cities by 
llorm, and advanced through the gate Collina to the 
Forum, calling their eyes on all fides towards the 
temples of the Gods, and the citadel, which alone had 
fome appearance of war. Having polled fome troops 
to keep guard there againft any lallies, that might be 
made from the citadel or Capitol whilft they were em¬ 
ployed in plundering, they difperfed themfelves into 
the different quarters of the city, finding the ftreets, 
every where empty and abandoned. 

After fome excurfions, they returned to the Forum. 

All the houfes of the common people were lhut, only 
fome of a greater appearance than the reft were open. 

The Gauls entered them, and found the old men there, 
who had devoted themfelves to death. This kind of 
devoting themfelves was ,a part of religion ; and the 
Romans were convinced, that the voluntary facrifice 
made by their generals of their lives to the infernal 
Gods, occafioned diforder and confufion to the ene¬ 
my. The Gauls admired thofe old men, as they 
fat with all the ornaments of the dignities through 
which they had palfed in their ivory chairs, whilft they 
kept a profound filence, and neither rofe up at the 
approach of the enemy, nor changed countenance, 
but continued calmly fupporting themfelves on their 
ftaffs of ivory, without exprefling the leaft fign of fear. 
Aftonilhed at fo furprifing a light, they continued long 
without daring either to approach, or touch them; 
not only the auguft purple of their robes, and the ex¬ 
traordinary fplendor of their appearance, but the grave 
and majeftic air of their countenances, making the 
Gauls behold them as fo many Divinities. One of 
them, bolder than the reft, approached M. Papirius, 
and gently ftroked his beard, which was very long, 

accord- 
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A-R' 365. according to the cuftom of thofe times. Papirius on 
A ^g 7 _ C ' that freedom {truck him with his ftaff over the head, 
which fo much enraged the foldier, that he drew his 
fword and killed him. Thip was in a manner the 
fignal for the (laughter. They then killed all the reft 
of the old men upon their feats, put all they met to 
the fword who had not'been able to efcape, plundered 
the city, and fet it on fire in feveral places. 

It, however, did not appear to be the defign of the 
Gauls to deftroy the city of Rome entirely; but to in¬ 
duce the befieged, by the fight of their fmoking 
houfes, to furrender. The flames in confequence did 
not do all the havock the firft day there was reafon to 
fear. The Romans, (hut up in the Capitol, and who 
from thence faw the enemy difperfed all over the city, 
* followed all their motions with their eyes, {truck every 

moment with new matter of terror j and in the higheft 
anguifh on all they faw and heard, were,,quite out of 
ther wits, and ftupified with their grief. They turned 
their eyes fometimes on one fide, fometimes on ano¬ 
ther, according as the cries of the Gauls, the {hrieks 
of women and children, the glare of the flames, and 
the crafli of falling houfes, denounced fome new dif- 
afters, and feemed placed exprefsly on the top of the 
Capitol to be the fad fpedlators of the ruin of their 
country. 

This firft day, fo full of trouble and agitation, was 
followed by a night, which the horror of darknefs 
rendered ftill more terrible ; and every day only added 
fome new misfortune to that which went before it. How¬ 
ever, overwhelmed with fo many evils, with the whole 
city on fire before their eyes, they continued obftinate- 
ly determined to defend to their laft drop of blood, and 
lateft breath, the little hill confided to their valour, 
the only afylum and laft hope of Rome’s prefervation 
and liberty. The continual view of fo dreadful a fcene, 
which every day repeated itfelf to their eyes, had inured 
them in fuch a manner to their own calamities, that 
they feemed entirely infenfible of them, and regarded 

no 
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no longer any thing but their arms and lwords, their 3 £j* 
only hope and refource from thenceforth. ” g ' 7> ’ 

The Gauls on their fide, who for fome days had 
made war only upon the houles by burning them, in 
hopes that the flames and ruins of the city would in¬ 
duce the befieged to furrender, feeing them infenfible 
to all thefe evils, and refolved to defend themfelves to 
the laft, determined to attack them in form. Having 
therefore given the fignal' at day-beak, and drawn up 
their army in the Forum, they advanced in good or¬ 
der to the hill with great cries, covering theirheads with 
their lhields in the form of tortoifes againft the darts 
and ftones that might be difcharged upon them from 
above. The Romans, without trouble or confufion, 
after having polled guards on all the avenues, and 
difpofed their bell troops againft the attack, fullered 
the enemy to afcend, concluding that the ^higher they 
advanced, the more eafy it would be to drive them 
down the fteep declivity. Accordingly they halted in 
the midft of the defcent, and falling upon the Gauls 
with impetuofity from that eminence, bore them down 
and entirely routed them ; fo that from thenceforth, 
difmayed by fo vigorous a defence, they were afraid ' 
to expofe themfelves to the danger of ,a fecond attack. 

In confequence, having loft all hopes of carrying the 
citadel by aflault, they turned the liege into a block¬ 
ade, and the rather becaufe not having judged that it 
would be fo long, they had not taken the precaution 
to preferve the corn that was in the city, but had let’ 
it burn with the houfes •, and as for that in the country, 
the Romans were nolooner arrived at Veii, than they’ 
took care to carry it into that place. 

The Gauls therefore divided their army. Part of 
it remained with Brennus their king, to continue the 
fiege; the other, in detached parties, difperfed them-;' 
felves about the country to forage, and to plunder the 
villages, with extreme confidence in their good for¬ 
tune. Chance conduced the greateft body of thefe 
towards the city of Ardea, where Camillus fince his" 

baniih- 
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^Ant r 5 kanifflment lived as a private perfon, more afflict- 
"s' " ed for the misfortunes of Rome, than for his own. 
He could not comprehend any thing of what had lately 
happened to his country, and in the greateft furprize 
afked himfelf, what was become of thofe Romans who 
had taken Yeii and Falerii with him, and who in all 
wars had ever been more courageous even than fuc- 
cefsful. In the midft of thefe fad refleftions, he was 
informed that the army of the Gauls approached, and 
that the People of Ardea, trembling and in the higheft 
affliction, were deliberating upon the meafures it was 
neceffary for them to take. Gamillus, as if prompt¬ 
ed, fays Livy, by fome divine impulfe, immediately 
repaired to the affembly, where it was not his cuftom 
to appear, and feeing them in great perplexity and dif- 
couragement: “ People of Ardea, faid he to them, 
“ always my friends, and now my fellow-citizens, if 
“ you fee me appear in this place contrary to my cuf- 
tc tom, do not believe that I have forgot my prefent 
“ ftate and fituation ; but the danger which threatens 
“ us, obliges every one to do his utmoft to provide 
“ againft it. And indeed when will it be in my 
“ power to be grateful for the important fervices you 
“ have done me, if not at prefent; and in what can I 
“ be of ufe to you, if not in war. It was by that I 
“ fupported my credit in my own country. After 
“ having been always fuccefsful in arms, my un- 
“ grateful citizens expelled me during peace.' As 
“ for you, Ardeates, fortune, prelents you a fair oc- 
“ cafion of expreffing your gratitude to the Roman 
“ People for all the favours you have received from 
“ them, of which your own remembrance makes it. 
“ needlefs for me to put you in mind ; and at the fame 
“ time to acquire your city immortal glory by the 
“ defeat of the common enemy. The Gauls, who 
“ are advancing hither in great bodies, are a nation 
“ to whom nature has given greatnefs of fize, and 
“ impetuofity of courage, rather than lirmnefs of • 
“ body and conftancy of mind -, and in conlequence 

“ thev 
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“ they carry with them more terror than force to bat- 
“ tie. Their victory itfelf, and prefent condutt, are jgj. ' 
“ a good proof of what I fay. If they defeated us at 
“ the battle of Allia, that fuccefs is not to be afcribed J»‘ 

“ to their bravery, but to fortune, who upon that 
“ occafion difplayed her whole power. What have xt* ' 

“ they fince done ? They have made themfelves 1 
“.mailers of a city, which .they found entirely open. 

“ An handful of foldiers, .who {hut themfelves up in 
“ the Capitol, make head againft them. Diigufted 
“ by their refillance, the fiege appears already too 
“ long and tedious to them : they remove from it, 

“ and difperfe themfelves over the country. Full of 
“ meat and wine, with which they haftily glut them- 
“ felves, as foon as night comes on, they lie. down 
“ upon the earth like beafts along the fides of-rivers, 

“ without intrenchments, guards, or fentinels; and 
“ their late fuccefs ferves only to augment their cuf- 
“ tomary negligence. If you would defend your city 
“. from being attacked by them, and prevent the whole 
“ country from falling into their hands,, take arms in 
“ the middle of the night, and follow me, not to a 
“ battle,, but a certain daughter. If I do not put the 
“ Gauls fall in the bonds of deep into your hands to 
“ be butchered at difcretion, like fo many brute beafts, 

“ I confent to be treated at Ardea as I have been at 
“. Rome.” 

Every. body knew that Camillus was the greateft 
captain of his time, and he found no difficulty in per- 
fuading the Ardeates. The Gauls returning laden with 
fpoils, encamped in diforder and with abundance of 
negligence; and both officers and foldiers had no 
thoughts but of drinking ; not believing they had any 
other enemies, except thofe {hut up in the Capitol. 

Night found them full of liquor, and brought a deep 
deep .upon them. Camillus, informed of their con¬ 
dition by thofe he had fent to view them, made his 
troops quit Ardea, and having marched all the way 
between the enemy and that city, arrived where they 
lay about midnight. At firft he made all his troops 

rails 
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c 5 ' raife § rea£ cr i es 5 an d commanded the trumpets to 
’ found to terrify the Barbarians, who on fo great a noife 
fcarce recovered from their fleep and drunkennefs; 

It v/as not a battle but a daughter. Whilft they 
ftarted up half afleep, they were killed without re¬ 
finance. Some endeavouring to efcape by flight, 
threw themfelves into the enemy’s hands. The greateft 
part of them, who had efcaped into the country of An- 
tium, were killed by the inhabitants, who fell upon 
and cut them to pieces. 

<•' The Tufcans experienced a like fate in the ter¬ 
ritory of Veii, and they deferved it ftill better than 
the Gauls. Far from being moved with the misfor¬ 
tune of a city, fettled almoft four hundred years in 
their neighbourhood, and ruined by an enemy un¬ 
known till then, they made incurfions at that very time 
into the lands of Rome, and laden with booty, had 
even formed the defign of attacking Veii, the laft re- 
fource of the Romans, who had retired thither. Some 
foldiers perceived them, and obferved their camp at no 
great diftance. They gave their companions advice 
of it, who were feized with indignation, and were im¬ 
mediately for marching againft them. The Centurion 
Cfedicius, whom themfelves had chofen for their chief, 
checked their ardour, and made them fufpend it till 
night. The name and authority of Camillus were all 
that were wanting on this occafion •, all the reft was 
condufted with the fame good order, and had a like 
fuccefs. The next day alfo they obtained a fecond ad¬ 
vantage over another body of Tufcans ftill greater than 
the firft; and with that double victory returned ex¬ 
ulting and triumphant to Veii. 

In the mean time the fiege of tlie citadel was con¬ 
tinued, and both fides remained without afting, the 
Gauls being folely intent upon preventing any one 
from quitting the place, and pafling their guards. 
Things being in this fituation, a young Roman, by an 
aftion of exceeding boldnefs, drew upon himfelf the 
admiration as well of the enemy as of his own citizens. 
There was a facrifice peculiar to the houfe of the Fabii, ' 

which 


The Three FABII, &c. Mil. Trib. 

which was to be made on a certain day upon mount 
Quirinalis. C. Fabius Dorfo, dreft in a robe fuitable 
to this ceremony, came down from the Capitol, • car¬ 
rying the facred things in his hands, pafied through 
the enemies guards, without regard to the noife and 
expreffions they ufed, and arrived at mount Quirinalis. 
After having performed there all the neceffary cere¬ 
monies, he returned by the fame way v/ith equal gra¬ 
vity, and entire confidence that he fhould not fail of 
the protection of the Gods, whofe worlhip he preferved 
at the hazard of his life. He returned happily to the 
Capitol: whether * the Gauls were amazed at the bold- 
nefs of an aCtion that had fomething of prodigious in 
it, or were actuated alfo by a fenfe of religion, to 
which that nation, as Livy obferves here, were by no 
means infenfible. 

The fame of the vidtory gained by Camillus over 
the Gauls foon fpread through all the neighbouring 
cities, and inclined great numbers of youth to join 
that general, and efpecially the Romans who had 
taken refuge at Yeii after the battle of Allia. All 
thefe troops joined together formed already a fufficiently 
numerous army. They only wanted a chief, and had 
not long to deliberate upon the perfon. They unani- 
moufly fent deputies to Camillus, to defire him to take 
upon him the command as general. 

He replied, that he would not accept it, till the 
citizens in the Capitol had confirmed their choice by 
their fuffrages: that as long as they were in being, he 
Ihould confider them as the body of the Common¬ 
wealth, and obey them with entire fubmiflion ; fo 
much f did decency fway in all things, and fo exaftly 
was the order prefcribed by the laws obferved, even 
at a time wherein every thing was in a manner entirely 
loft and defperate. 

* Seu attonitis Gallis miraculo audackc, feu religione etiam motfs, 
cujus haudquaquam negligent eft gens. Liv. 

f Adeo regebat omnia podor, difcrimina^ue rerun* props perdkis 
rebus jfervabantur. Liy. 
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A.R. 365. The wife referve and noble deference of CamilluS 
^87. C * t0 t ^ ie cu ft° ms of the Hate were admired : but there 
was nobody to carry the news to the Capitol. It even 
feemed entirely impoffible for any one to find entrance 
into a citadel, Unit up fo clofe by enemies* who were 
mailers of the city. A young Roman, named Pontius 
Cominius, undertook that important but dangerous 
commimon. Supported by corks he fwam down the 
Tiber, came to the gate Carmentalis, where the filence 
was greateft,. and on the fide of which the afcent to 
the Capitol was fleepefl. Pie clambered up the rock 
without being perceived, and arrived not without great 
danger and difficulty at the polls of the firffc centinels. 
After having told them his name, they received him 
with Joy, and carried him to the magiflrates. The 
Senate immediately afiembled. Pontius returned by 
the fame way with the like, good fortune, and carried 
back the decree of the Senate to. the Romans, which 
gave them great joy. Camillus immediately put him- 
lelf at the head of the army. . . 1 

Whilft what I have juft related paffed at Veii, the 
citadel and Capitol were in extreme danger. The 
Gauls, whether they had perceived feme prints of a 
man’s foot at the places where Pontius had palled, or 
had difcovered of themfelves that,the rock was not fo 
imprafticable as it was believed, undertook to afcend 
it. At midnight they began to climb it in files, laying 
hold of the herbage and bullies which grew upon the 
iides, and whatever elfe they could fallen on, and 
shifting one another with their hands as much as poffi- 
ble in places of fuch difficulty. They got in this man¬ 
ner to the foot of the wall, which was not very high, 
on that fide, becaufe the fteepnefs of the place made 
it feem in no danger of attack. * This they did with 
fuch filence, that they not only did not awake thefen- 
tmeis, but even the dogs, animals apt to ftir at the leaft 
noife. They did not however deceive the geefe. 

u * Tanto filentioin fummum evafere 5 tit non cuftodes foliim fallerent, 
fed ne canes quidem, follicitum animal ad no&urnos ftrepitus, excita- 
rent. Liv, 
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Out of refpeft for Juno, to whom they were con- 3 ^ 5 * 
lecrated, the Romans, in an extreme dearth of pro- 3 n s j. 
vifions had fpared and abftained from eating them. 

M. Manlius, who had been Conful. three years before, 
awakened by the cry of the -geefe, and the beating of 
their wings, gave the alarm. Whilft others were af- 
fembling, he ran to the wall, and with his buckler beat 
down one of the Barbarians, who had . already laid hold 
of the battlements in order to enter the citadel, and 
threw him down the precipice. His fall occasioned 
that of feveral that followed him. The Romans, with 
ftones and darts, precipitated all the reft from the top 
to the bottom of the rock. In this manner the citadel 
was faved. 

The tumult being appeafed, the remainder of the 
night was devoted to repofe, as much as that was pof- 
fible after fo great an alarm. The, next day at fun-rife 
the aftembly was fummoned. Manlius received the 
praifes he had fo well deferved. Both the officers and 
Soldiers believed themfelves obliged to inftance their 
gratitude for him, and each gave him what they -were 
allowed for one day’s provifions, that is to fay, half 
a pound of wheat, and a quarter of a pint of wine: a 
reward * fmall in itfelf, but one which the extreme 
fcarcity of provifions made very confiderable, and 
which ffiewed how dear Manlius was to the whole army; 
each confenting with joy to retrench from his own necef- 
faries in order to do honour to one man. 

The centinels of the poft by which the enemy had 
crept to the top of the citadel, were afterwards cited to 
anfwer for themfelves. CX Sulpicius, who commanded 
in chief, condemned them all to die according to the 
laws of military difcipline. But all the foldiers laying 
the fault upon one only, Sulpicius fpared the reft, and 
caufed the criminal to be thrown down from the top 
of the rock. The guards from thenceforth were kept 
on both fides with much greatervigilance and attention., 

# Rem di£tu parvam : casterum inopla fecerat earn argumentura 
ingens caritatis, cum fe quifque vi&u fuo fraudans, detractum corpori 
atque ufibus necelTariis ad honorem unius viri conferret. Lxv. 

Mi ' The 
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A. R. 365. The Gauls, tired with the length of the fiege, which 
c - had already continued fix months, began to lofe cou- 
J 7 ' rage. Famine made itfelf fenfible in their camp, almoft 
as much as in the citadel. Camillus had feized all the 
pafies, and the Gauls could not difperfe in quell of 
forage, without expofing themfelves to the danger of 
being cut to pieces. Thus Brennus, who befieged 
the Capitol, was in fome meafure befieged himfelf, 
and fuffered the lame inconveniences which he made 
the befieged undergo. Befides which, the peftilence 
was in his army, in confequence of its being encamp¬ 
ed in the midft of heaps of dead bodies piled upon 
each other, and amidft the ruins of houfes burnt down, 
of which the allies, that lay very deep, corrupted the 
air in Rich a manner by their drynefs and acrimony, 
when driven by the wind and heated by the fun, that 
the troops refpired nothing but a fubtile poifon, which 
preyed upon their vitals. That 'excefs of heat, the 
more infupportable to the Gauls, as they were accuf- 
tomed to live in cold and covered countries, and were 
actually now in low unwholefome places, efpecially in 
autumn, occafioned fo furious a plague in their camp, 
that they buried the dead no longer, the number of 
them was become fo great. 

This extremity of the Gauls did not render the con¬ 
dition of the befieged the better. The famine, which 
augmented every day, diftrefled them on one fide 3 
and on the other the ignorance of what Camillus was 
doing, for they could receive no advice from him, 
gave them the moft cruel anxiety. 

Things being in this condition, both fides agreed 
upon a fufpenfion of arms, during which, by the con- 
lent of the Generals,,the troops had frequent intercoufe 
with each other. As the Gauls relied exceedingly up¬ 
on the extreme lcarcity of provifions in the Capitol, 
and did not doubt in confequence that the Romans 
would foon be reduced to furrender, the latter to re¬ 
move fuch thoughts, and' obviate that confidence, 
caufed loaves to be thrown from feveral parts of the 
Capitol into the polls of the Barbarians. 


But 
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But this ftratagem, far from diminifhing the famine, A - R. 
augmented it, and rofe to fuch an height, that it was A ^ 4 C * 
no longer pofftble to fupport it. Whiift the Dictator 
was levying troops at Ardea in perfon, and had ordered 
L. Valerius, whom he had appointed general of the 
liorfe, to march the troops from Veii, and was putting 
himfelf in a condition to attack the enemy with advan¬ 
tage ; the army in the Capitol buffered exceffively, and 
was reduced to the laft extremities. Exhaufted by fa¬ 
tigue and watching, which continually fucceeded each 
other, after having by incredible courage and fortitude 
furmounted all human evils, but not being able to re¬ 
fill famine, infuperable to nature, in expectation every 
moment of the arrival of fome aid from the Dictator, 
they faw at length not only provifions, but all hopes 
fail them, whiift their feeble bodies were incapable 
of fervice, though the fame labours and watchings re¬ 
turned every day. The army, in this condition, de¬ 
manded abfolutely either to furrender or to ranfom 
themfelves on fuch conditions as they could, and tire 
more becaufe the Gauls infinuated clearly enough in 
their difcourfe, that they would confent to raife the 
liege in confideration of no very great fum of money. 

With thefe general views, the Senate aftembled, 
and gave the Military Tribunes full power to nego¬ 
tiate an accommodation, which was boon concluded 
between Sulpicius one of them, and Brennus king of 
the Gauls. It was agreed, that the befieged fhould 
pay a thoufand pounds weight of gold, after which About 
the Barbarians fhould withdraw their army out of the 
city and territory pf Rome. Such was the price of a er mSr 
People deftined or.e day to command the univerfe. 

Both fides immediately applied to weighing the gold. 

The Gauls were not afhamed to employ falfe weights 
in their fcale, and when the Tribune complained of it, 
Brennus threw alfo his fword into it, adding with a 
tone of raillery the moft infupportable of all expref- 
fions to a Reman, Va viftis / “ Wo to the con- 
.?* quered!” 
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A.R. 365. The injuftice was too flagrant to take place, and 
the fliame of living upon the terms of being ranfom- 
ed too great for the Romans. That very inftant Ca- 
milius arrived unexpectedly with his army. He ad¬ 
vanced with a good guard to the place of conference 3 
and having been informed of what had pafled : “ Car- 
;« ry back that gold into the Capitol,” faid he to the 
deputies of the Romans; “ and as for you, Gauls,” 
added he, “ retire with your weights and fcales •, it is 
« with the fword only, that the Romans ought to re- 
“ deem their country.” Brennus, furprized at that 
haughtinefs, which he had never experienced before 
from any Roman, reprefented to him, that he aCted 
in contravention of a treaty concluded in all the forms. 
Camillus replied, that from the time he was declared 
Dictator, all treaties concluded without his participa¬ 
tion, were entirely void : he then bade the Gauls pre¬ 
pare for battle. He exhorted his troops to remember, 
“ That they were now to fight in the view of the tu¬ 
telary Gods of Rome, upon the very foil of their na¬ 
tive city; in a word, in the midft of all that was dear- 
eft and raoft valuable to them in the world.” • He then 
drew up his army in the belt order of battle poflible, 
amidft ruins, and on uneven ground, and omitted 
nothing that might-conduce to his fuccefs. The Gauls 
on their fide flood alfo to their arms, and advanced to 
engage, prompted rather by their anger againft the 
Romans, than prudence and counfel. - - 

The * face of things was much changed now, fays 
Livy ; for the protection of the Gods and human wif- 
dom united in-favour of the Romans. In confequence 
the Gauls were defeated at the firft charge, with the 
fame eafe as themfelves had defeated the : Romans at 
the battle of Allia. They were a fecond time routed 
more compleatly by the fame Camillus at eight miles 
from Rome, - 1 on the Gabinian way, whither they re¬ 
tired immediately after the firft battle. There they 

* Jam verterat fortuna : jam deorum opes humanaque confilia rem 
Roman am adjuvab ant-. Ljv, 

"’.,7 4 l * were 
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were all put to the fword, their camp plundered, A- R. 365- 
and not one of- them left to carry home the news of An h G ' 
their defeat. 

Thus was Rome, which had been taken in fo fur- 
prizing a manner, recovered in a manner ftill more 
furprizing, after having been feven months in the 
hands of the Barbarians: for they entered it on the 
fifteenth of July, and were driven'out of irabout the 
13th of February. 

Polybius relates the retreat: of' the Gauls in a very 
different manner from the account I have juft given 
of it-after Livy, and does not fay a word of their be¬ 
ing twice defeated. But that the reader may judge 
the better of what he fays, I add the paffage. “ Soon 
after, the Gauls having defeated the Romans, and their 
allies, in a pitched battle, and put them to flight, 
they drove them on during three days as far as'Rome, 
all of which they feized, except the Capitol. But the 
Veneti having made an irruption into their country; 
they made an accommodation with the Romans, re- 
ftored them their city, and returned with the utmoft 
expedition to defend their own territory.” We muft 
obferve here, that Polybius dees not enter into a cir- 
cumftantial account of this great event, and contents 
himfelf with giving a general idea of it. 

Camillus returned in triumph to the city, which re¬ 
ceived him as the Deliverer of his country, bringing 
back Rome itfelf to Rome. For the Romans, who 
had been out of it during the fiege, followed his cha¬ 
riot with their wives and children : and thofe who had 
been befieged in the Capitol, and: had feen themfelves 
on the point of perifhing with hunger, fatigues, and 
mifery, went out to meet them, and embracing each 
other, dhed tears of joy for fo amazing a fuccefs,' in 
refpeft to which they could fcarce believe their eyes, fo 
unexpected and improbable it feerried. The prieljs of. 
the Gods and the facred minifters of the temples walk¬ 
ed in the procefiion, carrying all the facred things, 
which they had either' buried when they fleddfrpm 
Rome, or carried-away with them'--, and the Romans; 

• M 4 intent. 
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A. R. 365. intent upon a fpe< 5 tacle fo grateful and fo much de- 
fired, felt the fame pleafure and joy, fays Plutarch, 
as if the Gods in perfon had re-entered the city with 
them. 

The day on which the fame Camillus left Rome to 
go into banifhment, feemed very different from this, 
when he entered it in the midft of the cries of joy, 
.and the applaufes of all the citizens. If we may be- 
t lieve Cicero, the firft was no lefs for his glory: he 

fpeaks of the great men who had been recalled from 
their banifliment, and of Camillus in particular. 
“ Their * difgrace, fays he, far from diminifhing, 
ferved only to exalt their glory. For though it be 
more definable to pafs through life without injury and 
affliction, however, with refpeCt to immortal glory, it 
is better to be regretted and defired by one’s country, 
than never to have been injured.” Such is the lan¬ 
guage of Cicero, who always idolized glory. And 
we may add, that adverfity brings many virtues to 
light, which profperity would have kept obfcure and 
concealed. ; 

The taking of Rome by the Gauls is one of the 
molt famous events in the Roman hiftory 3 and it is 
not -j- eafy to fay, whether it was more unhappy to the 
Romans through the extreme misfortunes and calami¬ 
ties with which it was attended, than glorious from 
the Ihining proofs of patience, fortitude, valour, and 
refpeCt for religion, which they gave. But what feems 
moft remarkable, and moft worthy of our reflections, 
is the view of the fecret fprings which occafion the lofs 
of battles, the ruin of nations, and the fudden revo¬ 
lutions which happen in ftates, when it pleafes God to 
abandon them. This truth fo often inculcated'in the 
Holy Scriptures, is here clearly attefhed by the Pagans 

4 . . v , . ‘ . - { i * 

* Iis damnatis non modo non imminuit calamitas clariflimi nominis 
gloriam, fed etiam honeftavit. Nam, etfi optabilius eft curfum vitae 
conficere fine dolore & fine injuria, tamen ad immortalitatem gloriae 
plus afFert defideratum efie a fuis civibus, quam omnino nunquam 
elfe violatum. Cic. Pro domo fua, n. 86. ’ 

*• f Quod tempus populo Romano nefcio utrum clade funeftius fuerit, 
virtut^m experimentis fpecipfiusy Flor, 1. 13, .. % 

them- 
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themfelves, and becomes evident if we confider only A. R. 365. 
the events. ^87.°* 

Rome, at the time of which we are fpeaking, was 
triumphant; and never had her glory and power ap¬ 
peared with greater luftre. The confiderable num¬ 
ber of her troops, the invincible courage of her fol- 
diers, the ability and reputation of her generals, and 
efpecially of Camillus, the frequent victories recently 
gained over all her neighbours^ feemed to have placed 
her in perfedf fecurity, and to have left her no room 
for fear and difquiet. Rome however is in an inftant 
taken, plundered and entirely burnt and deftroyed. 

How then could fo fudden a change happen ? Is Ca¬ 
millus dead ? Does the Senate, fo wife and prudent, 
fubfift no longer ? The Roman troops, are they anni¬ 
hilated in an inftant ? The victorious and invincible 
hands of the foldiery, are they benummed and ftruck 
motionlefs only at the appearance of the Gauls ? This 
feems incredible, and however happened literally on 
the prefent occafion. 

God fometimes deprives Generals of all courage 
arid ability: he leaves Camillus thofe advantages at 
this time, but renders them ufelefs, by permitting the 
Romans to banilh a citizen, whole prefence, if any 
human refource might be relied upon, would certainly 
have prevented the taking of Rome : Expulfo rive, quo Liv _ s# - 
manente,_fi quicquam humanorum certi eft, capi Roma non 33-' 
potuerat. 

The Senate, that body fo venerable for its wifdom 
and the maturity of its deliberations *, fend as am- 
balfadors to a ftrange and unknown people, young 
Senators inconfiderate and violent, and more like the 
Gauls than the Romans. And afterwards inftead of 
delivering them up to the Gauls, for having violated 
the law of nations in refpedt to them, it fuffers them 
to be rafted to the higheft dignities of the ftate. 


* Mitis legatio, ni praferoce$ legates, Gallifque magis quam Ro- 
jrnaftis habuiflet. Liv. 36, 
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A. R. 3 6 s- But in what manner does the army behave at the 
A 3«7 C " battle of Allia -f- ? Nothing that refembles the Ro¬ 
mans is to be feen either amongft the Generals or the 
foldiers. There are neither £ prayers, aufpices, nor 
facrifices before, the battle; things never omitted by 
this people. No care was taken to chufe a good camp, 
and to fortify it well.' Terror had feized every body; 
They could fee nothing but the danger, and were 
folely intent upon avoiding it by the fhorteft way they 
could. AlmOit before they faw the enemy, all betook 
themfelves to flight, not only without ftriking a blow, 
but without fo much as having anfwered the cries of 
the enemy. I omit many other circumftances of this 
kind, and many eflential faults. 

Is all this natural, and in the common order of hu¬ 
man things ? Is it poffible not to difcern here the ef¬ 
fects of a peculiar Providence, and the manifeft power 
of a fupreme Being, (for that is the idea which we 
muft fubftitute to the terms of Deftiny and Fortune 
ufed by the Pagans) of God in one word, who, when 
he would punifh nations, deprives them of courage, 
prudence, prefence of mind, judgment and attention 
to the moft eafy and molt common things •, and who 
makes them blind, to prevent them from feeing and 
avoiding the evils, into which it is his will to plunge 
Liv. 5 . them P Urgentibus Romanam urbem fatis—Adeo occacat 
3 6 > 37 - animos for tuna, ubi vim fuam ingruentem refringi non vnlt. 

So Livy expreffes himfelf upon the taking of Rome 
at this time. And Plutarch, in obferving that the 
Gauls were not indebted to their valour for the vidtory 
gained over the Romans near the river Allia, adds, 
that it ought to be afcribed folely to Providence, 
“ which thought fit to difplay its whole power in this 

-J- In altera acie nihil fimile Romanis, non apud duces,. non apud 
milites erat. Pavor fugaque occupaverat animos—Ignotum hoftem 
prius pene quam viderent, non modo non tentato certamine, fed 
ne clamore quidem reddito, integri inta&ique fugerunt. Liv. ibid, 
cap. 38. 

X Ibi Tribuni militum non loco caftris ante capto, non praemunitQ 
vallo—non deoruni faltem, fi non hominum, memores, nec aufplcatd/ 
nec litato, inftruunt aciem, Liv. cap. 38, 

“ event.’’ 
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“ event.” The expreflion is remarkable T «U tvx»( >Wl- A. R. 3^5. 
J'u^iv nyuo-Qai xp.i He gives, as I have obferved, the A ”g' 7 f‘ 
name of Fortune to the Divinity. God, according 
to Plutarch, took a kind of pleafure in fhewing on 
this occafion, that he is omnipotent, that it is he who 
makes men all that they are, and that to fhew how 
great their weaknefs, or rather nothingnefs is, he has 
only to-abandon them to themfelves. . Thofe Romans, 
fo proud of their power, wifdom, courage, and intre¬ 
pidity, are not to be known at the battle of Allia. 
Nothing is fo imprudent and fenfelefs as their conduft 
before the battle, and nothing fo abjedt and cowardly 
in the adtion itfelf. 

Camillus himlelf, in fpeaking fometime after to the 
People, puts them in mind, that the taking of Rome, 
and all the misfortunes confequential of it, had been 
the juft punilhment of the violation of the law of na¬ 
tions, committed by the Roman ambafladors in ref- 
pect to the Gauls, and of the criminal negligence of 
the Romans, who had not only left that crime unpu- 
nilhed, but had even rewarded it “ Therefore, 
added he, “ both Gods and men have punifhed us in 
“ fo fignal a manner, that our example may ferve as 
“ a lefion for all mankind.” 

After God has humbled their pride in this manner, 
he reftores them all their good qualities, and re-inftates 
them in their former condition. If the Romans made 
an ill ufe of thefe lefions, it is for us to make a better, 
and to learn the, judgment which we ought to pafs upon 
the events that occur in hiftory. 

I return now to Camillus. As he was a religious Liv. 1.5. 
obferver of all the ceremonies relating to the worlhip 
of the Gods, he made the Senate pafs a decree to the Camill. 
following effeft, “ That all the temples fhould be re- P- J 44* 
eftablilhed and purified with the ufual expiations, be- 
caufe they had been profaned, by being in the hands 
of the enemy. That the right of hofpitality Ihould 
be eftablilhed between Rome and Caere, and that the 

* Igitur vi&i, captique, ac redempti, tantum poenarum diis homi- 
ttibufque dedimus, ut terrarun* Qrbi documento efTemus, Liv, 5. 51, 
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quality of Roman citizens, but without the right of 
fuffrage, fhould be granted to the inhabitants of that 
place, becaufe they had given refuge to the priefts, 
and facred things, of the Roman People, whereby 
the worfhip of the Gods had fuffered no interruption. 
That the .games called Ludi Capitolini, fhould be 
celebrated in gratitude to the great Jupiter, who in 
the midft of the misfortunes that had happened, had 
preferved his auguft abode, and the citadel of the 
Roman People •, and that Camillus fhould for that 
purpofe appoint a certain fufficient number of perfons, 
inhabitants of the Capitol and citadel.” 

To expiate alfo the negligence, which had prevent¬ 
ed the Romans from regarding the voice in the night, 
that had given notice of the arrival and approach of 
the Gauls, it was decreed that a temple ffiould be 
erefted in honour of the God Aius Locutius in the 
New-ftreet, that is to fay, in the fame place where 
M. Casdicius had heard that voice. Aius Locutius, 
fignifies a God who /peaks. Cicero, who fet a right 
value upon ftories of this kind, is pleafant upon this 
name : “ This fame* God, when nobody knew him, 
talked and let people hear him, which occalioned his 
being called Aius Locutius : but fince he has acquired 
himfelf a name, a temple and an altar, 1 he fays no¬ 
thing, and is grown dumb.” 

The .gratitude of the Romans extended even to 
animals. We have feen that the Geefe faved the Ca¬ 
pitol. A kind of proceffion was inftituted, in which 
a goofe was carried in triumph upon a fplendid litter. 
This ceremony continued to be pra&ifed in Plutarch’s 
time, who obferves that the firft care of the Cenfors, 
when they entered upon office, was to provide the 
fund for the fubfiftence of the facred geefe, in reward 
for the important fervice they had rendered the flate. 
In the fame proceffion a dog was carried fattened to a 
gibbet. 

•* Aius ifte loquens, quando cum nemo norat, aiebat & loquebatur, 
& ex eo-nomen invenit: poftquam & fedem, & aram & nomen inve** 
jait, obmutuit. De Divin. 1. 3 . c, 

After 
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After the duties of religion and gratitude were fa- a.r. 3 6j 
tisfied, it was neceflary to think of rebuilding the city. A ^g‘ C ‘ 
This occafioned great perplexity, the difficulties ap- Plut. in 
pearing unfurmountable. The city was deftroyed, the Camiu * P 
houfes down, and the walls levelled, fo that it was in ,44 ‘ 
a manner necdfary to look for Rome in Rome itfelf. 

The People, who were in want of all things, and had 
more need of repofe and relaxation after the many 
evils they had experienced, than of new fatigues in an 
undertaking that feerned entirely above their ftrength, 
were exceedingly difcouraged. The Tribunes, tak¬ 
ing advantage of that general difpofition, renewed the 
propofal they had already made, of removing to Veii, 
and of fettling in that city, provided with every thing 
that could be defired for the neceffities and conveni¬ 
ences of life. They added, “ That it was to be a 
declared enemy to the eafe and happinefs of the Ro¬ 
man people, to oppofe a defign fo advantageous in it- • 
felf, fo eafy in the execution, and become abfolutely 
neceflary through the incapacity of the' citizens to re- 
inftate the city. 55 It is eafy to conceive how much fuch 
difcourfes mu ft pleafe the populace, and exafperate 
them againft Camillus, who oppofed their defires. 

They talked loudly, “ That for his particular ambi¬ 
tion and glory, he deprived them of a city entirely 
ready to receive them, and to which they had nothing 
more to do than to remove. That he obliged them 
to inhabit ruins, and to rebuild thofe frightful remains 
of the flames, in order to be called, not only the ge¬ 
neral and fupreme magiftrate of Rome, but alfo its 
founder, to the great contempt of Romulus, whom he 
aimed at diYefting of that title. 55 

The Senators, apprehending from hence he effects 
of a rifing divifion, would not fufter Camillus to ab¬ 
dicate the Di&atorfhip before the end of the current 
year, as he intended; though no Dictator before him 
had ever continued longer than fix months in that of¬ 
fice. That great man, lefs fenfible to the unjuft com- Liv -^ 5 - 
plaints againft him, than to the extreme danger of the c ' 5 ° 54 
commonwealth, repaired to the aflembly, attended bv 
«. ' all 
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^Ant S c S a H t ^ ie ^ enators » ar) d having"mounted the tribunal for 
“ s ' 7 . ' harangues, fpoke to the People in the following terms. 
“ Romans, the difputes with the Tribunes are fo in- 
“ fupportable to ine, that the only confolation I had, 
“ when banifhea to Ardea, was to confider myfelf at 
“ a diftance from them; and I was fo ftrongly con- 
“ firmed in this way of thinking, that I was refolved, 
“ even though the Senate and You fhould recal me, 
“ never more to fet foot in a city, where eternal dif- 
“ cord prevailed between the two orders of the ftate. 
“ That I have changed my condudt in returning, does 
“ not proceed from any change in my opinion, but 
“ folely from the intereft of the public, which re- 
• “ duced me to it. The queftion was not to re-inftate 
“ myfelf in Rome, but to preferve Rome itfelf, and 
“ to wreft her out of the hands of the Barbarians. 
<c And I fhould be filent at this inftant, and remain 
“ quiet, if the fame public intereft did not oblige 
“ me to fpeak. I lament your fate, Romans; I am 
“ fenfible of its bitternefs, and as fenfible of it as it 
“ is poflible to be. And who indeed would not be 
“ moved with the fad condition to which you are re- 
<c duced ? But I am ftill more affedted with that to 
“ which fome are for reducing you by the fatal counfel 
“ they give you, How ! To abandon Rome, which 
“ gave us birth ! To ftifle in our hearts all love for 
“ our country : and what country, ye immortal Gods! 
“ Why then have we recovered it out of the hands of 
“ the enemy ? But motives infinitely ftronger ought 
“ to move you: I mean thofe of religion and the 
ct Gods *. Their protection of Rome has appeared 
“ in thefe later times in fo diftinguifhed a manner, 
.** that it ought for ever to banifh from our minds all 
“ oblivion and negledt of divine worfhip. Do but 
“ recolledl all that has happened to us of adverfe or 
“ profperous for fome years pafl, and you will dif- 

* Tam evidens numen hac tempeftate rebus afFuit Romanis, ut om- 
nem negligentiam divini cultus exemptam hominibus putem. Intue- 
mini enim horum deinceps annorum vel fecundas res, vel adverfas ; 
inv^nietis omnia profpere evenide fequentibus Deos, adverfa fpernen- 
tibus. 

!! cern v 


The Three FABII, &c. Mil. Trib. 175 

“ cern, that every thing has fucceeded with us, when A.r. 3S3. 
“ fubmifiive and dutiful to the Gods •, and every thing A ^ C ‘ 
“ been unfortunate, when we defpifed them” 

After having repeated feveral examples, Camillus 
continues to this effedt -f. “ Having before our eyes 

“ fo many monuments of the good and evil occafioned 
“ by our refpeft and contempt of divine worfhip, do 
“ you perceive, Romans, into what an abyfs of crimes, 

“ fcarce efcaped as we are from the wreck of our 
“ faults and misfortunes, we are now going to plunge 
“ ourfelves ? We inhabit a city built in confequence 
“ of aufpices and auguries. There is no part of it, 

“ that is not confecrated by fome religious ceremony. 

“ All our general affemblies, wherein we eledt magi- 
“ fixates, and tranfadt the affairs of the Hate, have 
“ their peculiar place, out of which they cannot be 
“ legally held. We have not only days, but places, 

“ fixed for our mod folemn facrifices. Will you 
“ abandon, Romans, all this worlhip of the, Gods, 

“ as well public as private ? Will you change all thefe 
“ inftitutions, as ancient, and fome of them more 
“ -.ancient than our city ? What a difference there is 
“ between you and the noble youth Fabius, who had 
“ the courage to pafs through the enemy’s army to 
“ the Quirinal hill, to perform a religious ceremony 
“ peculiar to his family ! 

“ But, fomebody may fay, that neceflity obliges us 
“ to aptit a city entirely reduced to alhes, and to take 
“ refuge in Veii, where we fhall find all conveniences, 

“ without having occafion to harrafs the poor people 
“ with works and expences, which they are not ca- 
“ pable of fupporting. This, Romans, is a vain 
“ pretext, a falfe allegation. Did not your Tribunes 1 
“ make you the fame propofal before the arrival of 
“ the Gauls, and whilfl the city was whole and un- 
“ hurt. Should the Gauls, whofe multitudes are faid 
“ to be innumerable, repafs into Italy 3 and, not to 

# t Haec culti negleftique numinis tanta monumenta in rebus huma- 
nis cernentes ecquid ientitis, Quirites, quantum vixdum ex. naufra- 
giis prioris culpie cladifque emergentes, parerqus nefas ? 

^ “ men- 
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A.«R. 365.“ mention them, fhould the Atqui and Volfci, your 
A “g 7 C ' “ perpetual enemies, think fit to fettle in this city 
44 when you have abandoned it, would you, to fpare 
44 yourfelves the pains of rebuilding your houfes, 
“ would you fuffer them to become Romans, and 
“ yourfelves only burghers of Veii ? Were it not bet- 
“ ter, if the thing were not otherwife poflible, to 
44 dwell here in poor cottages, like that of our foun- 
44 der, in the midfl of our houfhold-Gods, and the 
44 temples dill in being, than to condemn ourfelves 
“ to a public and univerfal banifhment ? Why fhould 
“ all of us together refufe to do that in a general con- 
44 fiagration, which each would do in his private ca- 
44 pacity, were his houfe accidentally burnt down ? 
“ You may indeed, Romans, carry your valour and 
“ bravery elfewhere; but can you carry thither the 
44 protection of the Gods, and the privileges they have 
44 promifed and attached to the city of Rome ? It is 
44 here that thofe Gods declared, when the head of a 
44 man was found in digging the foundation of the 
44 Capitol, that the capital of the world Ihould be 
44 built. It is here the two Divinities, Youth and the 
44 God Terminus, in refufing to remove, fignified that 
44 the feat of an empire fhould be eftablifhed, which 
44 fhould have neither bounds nor end. It is here thofe 
44 facred pledges of the eternity of Rome, the fire of 
44 Vefta, and the bucklers which fell from heaven, 
44 are kept. In a word, it is to your continuance in 
44 this city, that the divine oracles have attached'your 
44 glory, profperity, and power.” 

Liv. 1. j. All thefe motives, efpecially thofe of religion, 
piuu'in ftrongty a defied the People. But a word pronounced 
Camil. without defign entirely determined them. Some mo- 
P- > 45 - ments afterwards, a Centurion, who was returning 
with his company from duty, called out to [him who 
carried the enfign : 44 Halt here, and plant your co- 
44 lours: This is the bed place for us to flay in.” 
Both the Senate and People cried out unanimoufly, 
44 they accepted the omenand that expreffion ut* 
tered by chance, but turned into a prefage, had more 

effed 
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effetft than the moft folid reafons. Veii was no Ion - 1 
ger thought of •, and fo wonderful a change enfued in 
the minds of the People, that they mutually exhorted 
and encouraged each other to apply to the work. The 
public fupplied them with tiles, and permitted them 
to take ftone and other materials wherever they could 
find them. All began to build with great ardour, 
without regard either to diftridt or order, every one 
feizing fuch place as feemed either more commodious 
for building, or moft agreeable. This great preci¬ 
pitation occafioned no regard to be had either to the 
regularity of the ftreets, or the difpofition of the 
houfes. From whence it happened that the ancient 
fewers (Cloacae) which at firft only , ran through the 
midft of the ftreets and public places, were afterwards 
under private houfes, which muft have made them 
very unhealthy. In lefs than a year the whole city was 
rebuilt from the walls to the laft houfe of the meaneft 
particular. 

The commonwealth gave an houfe upon the Capitol 
to Manlius, as a monument of his valour, and of the 
gratitude of his- country. 
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BOOK THE SEVENTH. 


f | ^HIS feventh book contains the fpace of 
| twenty-feven years, from the year 366, 
when Rome was taken, to the year 393. The 
principal events are, the great adtions of Camil- 
lus, the punifhment of Manlius thrown down 
from the Tarpeian rock, the Confullliip granted 
to the Plebeians, the inftitution of the games 
called Ludi Scenici, and different vidtories over 
the Gauls. 


SECT. I. 

Fabitts is cited to take his trial for having violated the law 
of nations in refped to the Gauls. An exaCt enquiry is 
made after the laws and treaties. The Volf i, Aiqui, 
and Hetrurians, arm againfi Rome. Camillas is de¬ 
clared Dictator, defeats, and triumphs over all thofe 
people. The citizens , fettled at Veii, are recalled to 
Rome. Four new tribes are injlituted. Camillas ter¬ 
minates the war againft the Antiates with fuccefs. War 
with the Volfci: they are defeated by the Dictator Cof- 
fus. Manlius attempts to make himfelf King. The 
Dictator imprifons him. The People murmur. Man¬ 
lius is enlarged. He re-commences his intrigues. He is 
cited before the People, condemned to die, and thrown 
from the Tarpeian rock, Obfervations npon the names 

of the Romans . 


LIVY, 
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T IVY, in beginning the fixth book of his hiftory, Liv. 1. 6. 

' owns, that the events which he has related from c ‘ u 
the foundation of Rome by Romulus to its being 
taken by the Gauls, admit great difficulties, as well 
in effect of the remotenefs of times, which occafions 
great obfcurity, as becaufe in thofe early ages there 
were few writings, the only faithful depositories of 
fa£ts, and that the little concerning them preferved 
either in the annals of the Pontiffs, or in other mo¬ 
numents public or private, had in a great meafure 
been confumed by the flames at the burning of Rome. 

The fame hiftorian adds *, that the fafts he is going 
to relate from the rebuilding, and in a manner fecond 
birth of Rome, which will every day receive new 
augmentations, will from thenceforth be much clearer 
and more certain. 


L. Valerius Poplicola, II. 
L. Virginius, &c. 


A.R. 366. 
Ant. C. 
386. 


The Military Tribunes were no fooner entered upon LJv ( 
office, than one of the Tribunes of the People cited c.'I—" 5 .' 
Ck Fabius to take his trial, for having put hirnfelf atNut. in 
the head of the Clufini contrary to the law of nations, 
when he was fent ambaffador to the Gauls. ’ His 
death, which happened fo opportunely that it was be¬ 
lieved voluntary, Spared him that trial. 

One of the firfl: cares of the magiftrates afterwards, 
was to make a ftrift Search for the (1) laws and trea¬ 
ties : for many of them were preferved. The firfl; 
treaty between the Carthaginians and Romans, which 
Polybius has preferved entire, was prior to the burn¬ 
ing of Rome. It is very probable, that the Pontiffs 


* Clariora deinceps certidraque ab fecunda origirte velut ab ftirpi- 
bus lsetius feraciufque renatas urbis, gefta domi militiseque exponen¬ 
ts. 

(1) The laws of the Kings and of the Twelve Tables had been 
written on brafs, and fixed up in the Forum. The treaties with (e- 
veral Hates (according to the cuftom of the antients) had been engra¬ 
ven on pillars erected in the temples. What could not be found of 
thofe monuments, was fupplied by memory. 

N 2 
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A. R. 366* and magiftrates conveyed into the Capitol as many as 
A ”g' 6 C ‘ they could of the annals, books of religion, and thofe 
which contained the cuftoms and maxims of the com¬ 
monwealth. Some of thefe laws, when collected to¬ 
gether, were made public: but as- for thofe which 
related to facred things and the worfhip of the Gods, 
the Pontiffs referved the keeping of them to them- 
felves, and kept the knowledge of them from the 
public, with the view of holding the minds of the 
multitude in fubje&ion, and of having the greater af- 
cendant over them. 

The People in the neighbourhood of Rome did not 
leave her long in tranquillity. The Volfci, her an¬ 
cient enemies, took arms with the refolution entirely 
to extirpate the Roman name. Advice aifo came by 
merchants, that all Hetruria was in motion, and pre¬ 
paring for war. But what gave moft alarm was the 
news of the arming of the Latines and Hernici, who 
ever fince the battle near the lake of Regillte, that is 
to fay, during an hundred years more or lefs, had con¬ 
tinued firmly attached to the Romans. In the midfl 
of fo many fubje&s of terror, as it was evident that 
the Roman name was become not only hateful to the 
enemy, but contemptible amongft the allies, recourfe 
was had to the ufual practice of Rome, and Camillus 
was declared Diftator, who appointed Servilius Ahala 
his general of the horfe. After having prohibited all 
judiciary proceedings, bufinefs, and labour, he levied 
the troops, lifting even the old men who had any re¬ 
mains of ftrength to ferve. He then divided his 
troops into three bodies. The one he oppofed to He¬ 
truria, and polled it in the territory of Veii: he made 
the fecond encamp near Rome ; and with the third 
advanced againft the Volfci near Lanuvium. They 
had taken the field with perfeft affurance of conquer¬ 
ing the Romans, whofe troops they believed entirely 
cut to pieces at the battle of Allia. The name alone 
of Cathillus ftruck them with fuch terror, that they 
kept clofe in their camp, after having fortified it with 
ftrong palifades, and a fence of trees laid a-crofs. 
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Camillus taking the advantage of it wind that blew di- A.R. 366- 
reftly upon the enemy’s camp, caufed abundance of A ^ C ‘ 
combuftibles to be got ready. As foon as the fun 
rofe, and'the wind began to blow" with violence, he 
made a falfe attack on the other fide, and gave the 
fignal to his troops. At that inftant they poured an 
infinite number of flaming darts upon the intrench- 
ments, which falling amonglt the trees heaped upon 
one another, fet all immediately in a blaze. Molt of 
the enemy perifhed either in the fire, or by the fword. 

The Romans themfelves extinguilhed the flames to 
fave the fpoils, which Camillus abandoned to them : 
a largefs the more agreeable, as it was not expefted 
from a general, who had never fhewn himfelf liberal 
before in refpeft to the foldiers. 

After this victory, Camillus ravaged the enemies 
country. He reduced the Volfci to furrender them¬ 
felves, defeated the army of the Aiqui near the city 
of Bola, of which he made himfelf mailer, and im¬ 
mediately marched to the aid of the people of Su- 
trium, whom he expected to find befieged by the 
Tufcans. But they had furrendered, and on fuch 
hard conditions, that they had been permitted to carry 
off only their cloaths. He met them on his way in 
that wretched condition, with their wives and children, 
who all in a body deplored their misfortune to him. 

He confoled them, and made his troops advance with¬ 
out lofs of time, rightly conjecturing the condition in 
which he Ihould find the enemy. In confequence, he 
not only palled the whole territory of Sutrium with¬ 
out being difcovered, but was at the gates of the 
city, and had feized part of the walls, before the He- 
trurians were apprized of his approach : for they had 
not polled guards, but had difperfed themfelves into 
the houfes, without any thoughts but of caroufing 
and diverting themfelves. They were fo full of meat 
and wine, that molt of them were not capable of fly¬ 
ing, and either fuffered themfelves to be lhamefully 
killed without defence, or furrendered themfelves flill 
more lhamefully. Thus Sutrium was rellored before 
N 3 ‘ night; 
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A. R. 366. night, without having fuffered any lofs or damage to 
A "g 5 c * its citizens 3 for the place had been taken by capitu¬ 
lation, and not aftault. 

Camiilus, having terminated three wars in a fhort 
time, entered Rome in triumph. A great number of 
Hetrurians whom he had taken prifoners, were led 
before his chariot. So confiderable a fum was raifed 
by the fale of them, that it fufficed to repay the la¬ 
dies the gold, which they had generoully lent the 
ftate, and with the reft three gold vafes, infcribed 
with the name of Camiilus, were made,' which were 
placed in the chapel of Juno in the Capitol. 

Such of the Veientes, Capenates, and Falifci, as 
had gone over to the Romans during the wars of 
which we have juft fpoke, were rewarded with the 
freedom of the city, and lands were affigned thofe 
new citizens. 

Many particulars, to fpare themfelves the trouble 
of rebuilding their houfes, had fettled at Veii, where 
they found them ready for their reception. They 
were fummoned by a decree of the Senate to return 
to Rome *. At firft they made fome difficulty in 
complying, and, as they believed themfelves very 
ftrong, becaufe well united amongft themfelves, they 
anfwered in a tone that feemed to breathe revolt. 
The Senate fixed a time for their return, upon pain 
of death to fuch as difobeyed. The danger become 
perfonal, awed them into fubmiftion 3 and all com¬ 
plied. 

The buildings in the mean time advanced confider- 
ably, becaufe the ftate was at part of the expence ; 
the /Ediles pufhed the work forward exceedingly, and 
particulars urged by neceffity, gave themfelves no re¬ 
laxation. Before the end of the year, the whole was 
compleated, and the new city entirely finilhed. Some 
time after the Capitol was alfo repaired. 

* Et primo fremitus fuit afpernantium imperium. Dies deinde 
prseftituta, capitalifque poena, qui non remigraflet Romam, ex fero- 
cibus univerfis fingulos metu fuo quemque obedientes fecit. Liv. 

T. Quin- 
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T. Quintius Cincinnatus. 

Qi Servilius Fidenas. 

L. Julius Julus, &c. 

Nothing confiderable pafied this year. Some finall 
towns were taken from the enemy, and the Tribunes 
of the People made fome ftif. 

The year following four new tribes were inftituted, 
which made the number twenty-five in all. 

M. Furius Camillus, &c. 

The war with the Antiates, who were fupportea by 
the Latines, gave Rome fome alarm. But the name 
alone of Camillus, who was this year in office, 
calmed people’s apprfhenfions. Every body faid, 
“ That had he been a private perfon, it would have 
been necefiary to have created him Dictatorand his 
co'llegues declared, “ That in cafe of war, he was 
capable of conducting every thing alone ; that they 
were refolved to fubmit their authority entirely to his; 
and that they did not believe it any diminution of their 
dignity, to give place to that of a collegue fo much 
their fuperior.” The Senate gave the Military Tri¬ 
bunes great praifes. Camillus, on his fide, confound¬ 
ed at a conduCt fo much for his honour, and fo rare an 
example of love for the public good, - expreffed his 
acknowledgment in the ftrongeft term's. He faid, 
“ That fo diftinguilhed a favour of the Roman Peo¬ 
ple, who feemed to confer a fourth DiCtatorfhip upon 
him, the advantageous judgment of fo venerable a 
body as the Senate, and efpecially the Unanimous con¬ 
currence of his illuftrious collegues in refigning their 
authority to him, were an heavy burthen highly diffi¬ 
cult for him to fupport. That he fhould ufe his ut- 
raoft endeavours, by adding new care and zeal to all 
he had hitherto done, to exceed himfelf, in order to 
anfwer worthily the expectations conceived in his fa¬ 
vour. That as to the war with the Antiates, there 
was more noife and menace than danger in it: that, 
however, though he was perfuaded there was nothing 
N 4 to 
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A.R.369. to fear, he believed it neceffary that nothing fhould 
be neglected. That Rome was the objedft of the envy 
and hatred of all her neighbours : that therefore pru¬ 
dence required that feveral armies fhould be fet on 
foot under different Generals.” He afterwards af- 
figned each of his collegues their province, and kept 
Valerius with himfelf. They all promifed to acquit 
themfelves well of their duty. Valerius, in particular 
declared, “ That he fhould confider Camillus as his 
Didator, and fubmit to his orders as his General of 
the Herfe.” The Senators were feized with joy and 
admiration, gave Camillus and his collegues the high- 
eft praifes, and crid out, “ That * the Commonwealth 
would never have occafion for a Didator, if Magi- 
ftrates like them were always in office, fo perfedly 
united amongft themfelves, fo equally ready to obey 
or command, and much more inclined to divide their 
own glory with their collegues, than to arrogate that 
, of their collegues to themfelves.” 

Camillus and Valerius fet out for Satricum, the 
rendezvous of the enemy’s troops. The army of the 
Antiates was compofed not only of the Volfcian 
youth, but of a great number of the Latines and Her- 
nici. The fight of fo numerous a body, ftruck the 
Roman foldiers with terror and trouble. The Cen¬ 
turions immediately carried the news of that difcour- 
agement to Camillus, and told him, “ That the troops 
had armed without ardor; that they had quitted the 
camp flowly and with reludance -, that they had even 
been heard complaining, that they were marching to 
a battle where they were to fight one againft an hun¬ 
dred : that they were not capable of fuftaining the 
charge of fo great a multitude if they were unarmed, 
and much lefs armed as they were.” 

Camillus immediately mounted on horfeback, and 
riding through the ranks : “ Soldiers,” faid he, “ what 

* Nec Di&atore unquam opu^fore republics, tales viros in ma- 
- giftratu habeat, tarn concordibus junftos animis, parere atque impe- 
rare juxta paratos, laudemque conferentes potius in medium, quam 
ex coinmuni ad fe trahentes. Liv. 
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“ means this fadnefs and languor, which I never A. R. 369* 
“ knew before amongft you ? Have you forgot the 
“ enemy, yourfelves, and me ? What are the enemy, 

« but perpetual matter for your valour and glory ? 

« And are not you on the contrary the fame (not to 
“ mention the taking of Falerii, Veii, and the entire 
« defeat of the Gauls in our country, after they had 
« made themfelves mailers of it) who lately under my 
“ command obtained three victories over thefe very 
“ Volfci, iEqui, and Hetrurians ? Do you not know 
“ that I am your general, becaufe I give the lignal 
“ as Military Tribune, and not as Dictator ? I defire 
“ no extraordinary authority in commanding you, 

“ and you ought to confider nothing in me befides 
“ myfelf. The DiCtatorfhip added nothing to my 
“ courage, no more than banilhment abated it. We 
“ are then all of us the fame : and as we bring with 
“ us the fame things in all refpeCts to this as to for- 
“ mer wars, we have reafon to expeCt the fame fuc- 
“ cefs. As foon as we come to blows with the ene- 
“ my, do you behave yourfelves as you ufe to do. 

“ You will conquer, and they fly.” 

Then giving the fignal, he leapt from his horle, 
and taking hold of the next enfign-bearer, he pulled 
him along with him towards the enemy. As foon as 
the foldiers faw Camillus, notwithstanding his great 
age, advancing towards the enemy, they pulhed for¬ 
ward all together, crying out, “ Let us follow our 
“ General.” Some fay, that he ordered the enfign to 
be thrown amongft the enemy, and that the firft line 
made extraordinary efforts to recover it. The An¬ 
ti ates could not fuftain fo -rude a charge, and much 
lefs the dreadful fight of Camillus. Wherever he 
went, he carried terror along with him ; which ap¬ 
peared evidently, when he repaired to his left wing, 
that had been put into diforder, and where he imme¬ 
diately re-inftated the battle only by his prefence, 
pointing with his hand to the other wing which was 
victorious. The fuccefs was no longer doubtful: but 
the multitude of the enemy retarded their flight, and 

the 


1 86 M. FURIUS CAMILLUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 

A.R .369, Roman foldiery, already fatigued by a long and rude 
Am. c. battle, could not have gone through fo dreadful a 
jS3 ' daughter. A violent ftorm attended with a great 
rain, very opportunely came on to feparate the two 
armies, and put a flop to the battle, rather than the 
, victory. The retreat was founded, and the night that 
followed it, terminated the war without putting the 
Romans to any further trouble. For the Latines and 
Hernici left the Volfci, and returned home, with the 
ilia me of having undertaken a weak enterprize, to 
which the fuccefs had been anfwerable. The Volfci 
feeing themfelves abandoned by thofe, whofe aid and 
forces had induced them to take arms, quitted their 
camp, and Ihut themfelves up within the walls of Sa- 
tricum. Camillus followed them clofe, and took that 
place by afiault. 

Camillus intended to form the fiege of Antium the 
capital of the Volfci, which had excited this war, 
and he would undoubtedly have fucceeded. in it: but 
a more prefling occalion called him elfewhere. He 
flew to the aid of two allied cities (1), Sutrium and 
Nepete, of which the Hetrurians were almoft in pof- 
fefiion, and delivered them. 

The Romans, feeing their tranquillity reftored, fent 
to the Latines and Hernici to complain of their hav¬ 
ing aflifted the enemies, and not furnifhed their con¬ 
tingents according to cuftom for feveral years. Thofe 
people, aflembled in a body, made anfwer, “ That 
it was without their participitation fome of their youth 
had joined the Volfci, and that they had been fuffi- 
ciently punifhed for their temerity, none of them hav¬ 
ing returned home to their country. That as to their 
contingents, the perpetual terror they were in of be- 

(1) Thefe two cities were the barriers of Rome on the fide of Hetru- 
ria, and the keys of that country. The latter had furrendered to the 
Hetrurians, before Camillus arrived 5 the inhabitants being better af¬ 
fected to the Hetrurians than Romans: for which reafon, when the 
latter took it now by alfault, Camillus beheaded the authors of the 
revolt. That General, though victorious on all fides this campaign, 
out of modelty declined the ^honour of a triumph, which he could 
not fhare with collegues, to whofe moderation and deference be was 
fo much obliged for deferving it. 
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ing attacked by the Volfci, had prevented them from 
fending them according to cuftom. Though this an- 
fwer was little fatisfaftory to the Senate, they believed 
it proper to reft fatisfied with it for the prefent. 


A. Manlius. 
P. Cornelius. 
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This year was remarkable for a veiy important war Liv. 1. 6 . 
abroad, and a ftill more confiderable ledition at home. * 3 * 
The latter arofe, where there was no room to appre¬ 
hend it, that is to fay from Manlius, the famous Pa¬ 
trician, who had diftinguilhed himfelf by his extraor¬ 
dinary merit upon fo many occafions. To put a ftop 
to his criminal defigns, it was thought proper to have 
recourfe to the fovereign authority of a Dictator ; but 
the war with the Volfci, whom the Latines and Her- 
nici fupported, was made the pretext for it. A. 
Cornelius Coffus was created, who made T. Quintius 
Capitolinus his General of the horfe. 

Though the Dictator faw, that he fhould have ruder 
conflicts to fuftain at home than in the field ; however, 
whether the war required difpatch, or he was willing to 
add new weight to the Diftatorlhip by a victory and 
triumph, he made his troops march to the country of 
Pomptinus, where he had received advice that the 
enemy were to aftemble. 

Befides the difguft, which the wars, that regularly 
recur almoft every year, muft give the reader, he muft 
be at fome lofs, fays Livy, to conceive how the A£qui 
and Volfci, notwithftanding fo many Ioffes and defeats, 
are always in a condition to fet new armies on foot. 

They muft either have had extremely great numbers 
of age to bear arms, in order to fupply fo many le¬ 
vies, or thole levies were not always made out of the 
fame body, but out of different bodies of the fame 
nation. Befides which, we muft remember, that 
'amongft thefe people, as well as the Romans, every 
citizen was a foldier. However that were, the army 
of the Volfci in queftion was very numerous, without 
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jrl.R. 370. including the Latines and Hernici, and feveral other 
^3S-, C ’ people, who had joined them. 

The Dictator being arrived near the enemy, and 
having formed his camp, began by the ufual prayers 
and facrifices, and according to cuftotn confulted the 
Gods by auguries and aufpices. Early the next day, 
before he gave battle, he harangued his troops in few 
words. “ Soldiers,” faid he, “ the victory is ours, if 
* l the Gods or their interpreters know any thing of 
“ the future. Every thing foretells our good fuccefs. 
“ Proceed therefore to battle, as well allured of con- 
“ quefc: In order to which, lay down your javelins 
“ at your feet, and armed only with your fwords, ex- 
“ peCt the enemy’s attack without moving in the leall 
“ from your ground. Vfhen they have difcharged 
“ their darts, and advance againft you, then let your 
“ fwords glitter in their eyes, and come immediately 
<e to blov/s ; and let each man remember, that the 
“ Gods are our protestors, and fend us on to battle.” 
He afterwards ordered Quintius to hold the horfe in 
readinefs, and as foon as the battle began, to charge 
the enemy in flank, and put them into diforder. His 
directions were punctually executed. 

The enemy, who confided entirely in their number, 
began the battle ralhly, and quitted it in the fame 
manner. After having raifed their firfl: cries, dif¬ 
charged their darts, and fhewn fome ardor at firft, as 
foon as they came to clofe fight, and to engage man 
to man, they could not fuftain the charge of the Ro¬ 
mans, who with eyes fparkling with fire, and fword 
in hand, attacked them with incredible impetuofity. 
The firfl: line was foon defeated •, and the Roman ca¬ 
valry compleated the diforder of their troops. After 
a ihort refiftance the flight became general. The 
Romans purfued them till night with great daughter. 
The camp of the Volfci was taken and plundered. 
The Dictator abandoned the whole fpoils to the foldi- 
ers, except the prifoners. Molt of them were I .atines 
and Hernici, and of the principal families, which evi¬ 
dently fiiewed, that they had taken arms by the confent 
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of their ftates. It was alfo difcovered, that the in- A. R. 370, 
habitants of Circeii and Velitrce had fhared in this A ^‘ 2 C ' 
war. 

The Dictator kept his troops alway in readinefs, 
not doubting but the People would be for turning 
their arms againft the revolted allies : but a more ur¬ 
gent danger recalled him to Rome. 

This was the affair of Manlius. I have already 
faid that of all men he feemed the lead; capable of 
conceiving defigns to difturb the Hate by fa&ions. 

Thole who had hitherto occafioned feditions fo fre¬ 
quently in Rome, had almoft all of them been Ple¬ 
beians, who had fcarce any other merit than that of 
knowing how to fet on a populace, who are always, 
the dupes of thofe that undertake to flatter them. 

Manlius was a Patrician, of one of the molt illuftri- 
ous houfes of Rome. He had been Conful, and had 
acquired very great reputation by many glorious mi¬ 
litary exploits, and in particular by the fignal fervice 
he had dene his country in faving the Capitol, when 
upon the point of being taken by the Gauls., A fe- 
cret vanity and jealouiy, which Manlius fuffered to 
take root in his heart, corrupted all his great quali¬ 
ties, and entirely fullied his glory. 

Camillus had gained two great vi£tories over the 
Gauls, wherein he had fhewn himfelf, as upon many 
other occafions, the greateft captain of his times. 

During the firft years from the new-birth of the city, 
he had always been in office, either as Dictator, or 
Military Tribune. And even when he was no more 
than Tribune, his collegues confidered him as their 
fuperior and chief, and deemed it for their honour to 
receive his orders. Manlius could not fuffer fo high 
a degree of glory in a man whom he believed no more 
worthy of it than himfelf. In effeft of his haughti- 
nefs and felf-fufficiency, he defpifed all the reft of the 
Roman nobility. Only Camillus, whom his virtues, 
fervices, and the honours with which they had been 
rewarded, excited his jealoufy, and' tortured his pride. 

He was enraged to fee him always in the higheft au¬ 
thority, 
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A.R. 370. thority, always at the head of the armies, and attained 
to fuch an height of greatnefs, that, faid he, he treats 
even thofe, created with power equal to his own, not 
as his collegues, but officers and fubftitutes to execute 
his orders : “ However,” added he, “ to judge right- 
“ ly of things, Camillus would never have been able 
“ to recover Rome out of the hands of the enemy, 
“ if I had not firfb faved the Capitol and citadel. He 
“ attacked the Gauls at unawares, arid whilft en- 
“ grofled by the hopes of peace, they thought of no- 
“ thing fo little as-fighting : Whereas I repulfedthem 
“ with their arms in their hands, and at a time when 
“ they were almofl: mailers of the Capitol. In fine, 
“ every foldier who conquered with him has a right 
“ to fhare in his glory, but no mortal can claim the 
“ leaft part in mine.” 

Such are the fentiments and language, which envy 
infpires. When men are for engroffing certain ad¬ 
vantages or qualities to themfelves, they defire that 
none fhould have them in the fame degree. All 
companions that cover and fupprefs the diftinftion 
they are fond of, are painful to them. And the heart 
is fecretly afflicted with having rivals and competitors 
in things, by the lullre of which it is for attra&ing all 
regard to itfelf alone. This vice, though common 
enough, is avowed by nobody, becaufe there is an un- 
worthinefs and meannefs in it, that even pride can¬ 
not but be afhamed of. 

As Manlius did not believe himfelf fo much confi- 
dered by the Senators as he deferved, he threw him¬ 
felf into the party of the People. He entered into 
a very great union with the Tribunes. He fpoke con- 
temptuoufly of the Senate, and flattered the multi¬ 
tude. Prudence was no longer* the guide of his ac¬ 
tions, but popular air and the breath of the crowd. 
In a word, he chofe rather to have a great than a good 
reputation. But the queftion was to propofe fome 

* Jam aura, non confilio ferri, famseque njagnse malle quam bona; 
clTe. Liv. 
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advantage to the multitude, that might be a bait to A - R* 37<*- 
attraft and feduce them. The other leaders of fedi- A ’jj C ' 
tion had employed the Agrarian laws: that is to fay, 
they propofed the diftribution of a certain portion of 
the lands conquered from the enemy amongft the 
poorer people. This method did not feem fufficient 
to Manlius 5 and the fituation in which the People 
then were, fupplied him with another, which he judged 
more fuitable to his defigns. 

The city having been burnt, every one had been 
obliged to rebuild his houfe : and in confequence per- 
fons of moderate circumftances being under the ne- 
ceflity of expences, often ruinous even to the rich, 
had contracted abundance of debts. The Roman 
laws, in refpeit to debtors were excefiively rigorous. 

They allowed the exacting of enormous intereft: and 
when the debtor became infolvent, by the decree of a 
judge he was put into the hands of his creditor, who 
thereby acquired almoft the fame power over him, as 
a mailer had over his ilave. Manlius therefore be¬ 
lieved, that he could not take a more effectual method 
to conciliate the multitude entirely to his views, than 
by endeavouring to eafe them of fo heavy a yoke. 
Accordingly after * having formed a confiderable 
party by his flattering difcourfes, he foon added ac¬ 
tions highly for the good of the People in appearance, 
but really feditious, when confidered by the motives 
from whence they proceeded. 

One day feeing a centurion, who had diilinguifhed 
himfelf by a great number of exploits in war, in the 
hands of his creditor, to whom he had been adjudged, 
he ran with his ufual train to the middle of the Fo¬ 
rum, and after having inveighed againfl the pride of 
the Senators, and the cruelty of the ufurers, deplored 
the mifery of the People, and expatiated upon the 
merit of a warrior who fo little deferved lucn a fate : 

“ It would be highly in vain,” added he, “ that the 

* Non jam orationes modo Manlii, fed facia popularia in fpeciem, 
tumultuofa eadem, qua mente fierent intuenti, erant. Liv. 

“ Capz- 


8 


I 9 2 A. MANLIUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 

A. R. 370. “ Capitol and citadel were preferved by this arm, if 
*>£ c ‘ “ I fuffered my fellow-citizen and companion in war 
“ to be made a Have, and to be laid in irons, expofed 
“ to as great evils as if he had been taken prifoner 
“ by the vidorious Gauls.” At the fame time in 
the prefence of the whole People, he paid the Centu¬ 
rion’s debt, and fet him at liberty. 

It is eafy to judge what a man in fuch a cafe was 
capable of faying and doing for his benefador. He 
prayed, he conjured the Gods and men to reward 
Manlius, his deliverer, and the father of the Roman 
people, as he deferved. He fhewed the wounds he 
had received in the war of Veii, in that againlt the 
Gauls, and in thofe that fucceeded it. And, after 
having related in what manner his debts, contraded 
for indifpenfible occafions, had plunged him into the 
greateft misfortunes in effed of the accumulation of 
intereil: upon intereft, he concluded with faying: 
“ That it was to Manlius he was indebted that he 
now faw the fun, the city, and his fellow-citizens. 
That it was from his goodnefs he held all that a fon 
holds from his father. That he devoted his perfon and 
all that remained to him of blood or life to his fervice. 
That all the ties, by which he was united to his coun¬ 
try, his houfhold-Gods public or private, all attached 
him from thenceforth entirely to him alone.” 

The People, animated by thefe difcourfes, were en¬ 
tirely devoted to him, whom they confidered as their 
protedor. Manlius did alfo an adion ftill more capa¬ 
ble than all that had preceded it, of enlivening their 
ardor, and making the multitude adore him. He 
caufed an eftate, which was the principal part of his 
patrimony, to be fold publicly : “ In order, Romans, 
faid he, “ that I may not fuffer any of you, whilft I 
“ have any thing left, to be adjudged to your credi- 
« ditors, and made flaves.” This lafr ftroke tranf- 
ported the multitude to fuch a degree, That they 
feemed ready to follow the affertor of their liberty 
into whatever extremes he Ihould. think fit to lead 
them. 


The 
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The Senators would undoubtedly have found it 
highly difficult to attack Manlius, his adlions had fo 
fpecious and fhining an outfide, if he had not fup- 
plied them with means of a different nature. He 
had the ralhnefs to fay in the affemblies which he held 
in his own houfe, that the Senators had appropriated 
the gold intended for the payment of the Gauls to 
their own ufe, as well as that which they had found 
in their camp-, that they concealed great treafures 
which belonged to the public ; and that if they could 
be difcovered, they would fuffice for difcharging all 
the debts of the People. All thofe who heard him, 
pleafed with fo grateful an hope, demanded where a 
theft of that importance was kept. As he had no¬ 
thing pofitive to anfwer, he amufed them with a ge¬ 
neral promife to difcover the whole at a proper time. 
Nothing elfe from thenceforth employed the People’s 
thoughts -, and it appeared, that if the fa£t was con¬ 
firmed by enquiries into it, Manlius’s credit would 
have no bounds : but on the contrary, if the accufa- 
tion was found to be groundlefs, he would be entirely 
difgraced and loft even in the fenfe of the People. 

It is very probable that the circumftance which 
might give fome colour and pretext for this calumny 
of Manlius, in accufing the Senators of hiding the 
gold of the Gauls, (for thofe are the terms; thefniros 
Gallici aiiri occultare a Patribus ) is what Livy relates 
in the preceding book, that the gold which had been 
taken from the Gauls had been placed under the pe- 
deftal of Jupiter’s ftatue : aurum, quod Gallis ereptuht 
erat — fub Jovis fella poni juffum. 

Things were in this ftate, when the Dictator, re¬ 
called by the Senate, arrived at Rome. The next 
morning early he repaired to the Forum, attended by 
all the Senators, and having afcended the tribunal, 
ordered a Li£tor to cite Manlius before him. Man¬ 
lius, haying apprized his partifans, that the moment 
of conflict approached, advanced with a numerous 
train. On the one fide was feen the Senate, and on. 
the other the People, each in a manner ready to attack 
the other, and waiting the orders of their relpe&ive 

Vol. II. O leader. 


»93 

A.R. 570 
Ant._C. 
382. 


Liv. 1. 5. 
C. 50. 


1 94 A. MANLIUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 

A. K. 370. leader. The Didlator, without entering into any other 
A "g^ c ‘ difcuffion, interrogated Manlius only upon the Angle 
fadt of the treafures which .he accufed the Senators of 
concealing. He ordered him to name thofe who mif- 
applied the public money in fo criminal a manner : 
and, in cafe he failed to do fo, he would commit him 
to prifon as a feditious perfon, and falfe accufer. 

The queftion was difficult for, Manlius to anfwer. 
He replied to it in a very artificial manner, ufing eva- 
Aons to elude its force, endeavouring to throw dull 
and confound his hearers, and efpecially to render 
his enemies odious. He began with difcovering the 
artifice of the Senate, in making a war the pretext 
for creating a Dictator, whilft their real defign was to 
employ the terrible authority of that office againft 
him and the People. He afterwards juftified himfelf 
in refpedl to points upon which he was not queftioned. 
“ You are offended,” faid he, addreffing himfelf to 
the.Dictator and Senators, “ at the numerous train 
“ with which I am furrounded. Why don’t you take 
“ part of it from me by your beneficence, in paying 
“ the debts of fome, being bound for others, and in 
“ relieving the miferies of the People out of your 
“ abundance ? But what do I fay ? There is no occa- 
*« fion for applying your own in this manner. Only 
« dedutt from the principal what you have received 
« in intereft, and from thenceforth you will fee me 
“ no better attended than another. But wherefore, 
‘ c you may fay, am I the only one to take care of the 
« citizens ? I can only anfwer, as I ffiould were I 
“ alked, why I was the only one to fave the Capitol 
« and citadel ? I then gave all the citizens in general 
« filch aid as was in my power, and I now do the 
« fame in refpeft to particulars. As to the treafures 
« which you conceal, why do you alk me what you 
“ know yourfeives ? It is perhaps becaufe you have 
“ taken your meafures fo well, as not to apprehend 
ec being difcovered*. The more you infill upon my 

* Quo magis argui prarfligias jubetis vellras, ed plus vereor ne ab« 
ftuleritis oblervantibus ctiara oculos. Liv. 
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“ detecting your legerdemain, the more I fear, that37° 
“ you are fure of impofmg it, notwithftanding the ' 
“ niceft obfervation. Therefore it is not me, that 
“ fhould be compelled to difcover thtet hefts you have 
“ committed; but you, that ought fip be obliged to 
“ bring them to light.” 

The Dictator would not fuffer the chafge to be put 
upon him. He commanded him to explain himfelf 
clearly, without evafions; and, upon his refufal, or¬ 
dered him to be carried to prifon. Manlius, feeing 
himfelf feized by the Dictator’s officer, omitted no¬ 
thing to make the People rife in his defence. He in¬ 
voked all the Gods that inhabited the Capitol, implor¬ 
ing them to aid him who had fo courageoufiy defended 
them. “ How !” faid he, “ fhall the hand that has 
“ preferved your temples from the fury of the Gauls 
“ be difgtaced with vile chains ?” The whole People 
were in delpair *. What they faw and heard pene¬ 
trated them with the moll lively affliction. But al¬ 
ways fubmilfive to legal authority, that fame People 
had prefcribed bounds to themfelves, through which 
they dared not break •, and the authority of the Dic¬ 
tator held them in fuch refpeCt, that neither the Tri¬ 
bunes of the People, nor the People themfelves in 
their collective body, fcarce ventured to raife their 
eyes from the ground, or to open their mouths in his 
prefence. In other refpeCts they fhewed all the figns 
of the moft fenfible grief. Great part of the People 
put on mourning habits •, and many of them let their 
f hair and beards grow, which was not ufual but in 
the greateft calamities. The gates of the prifon were 
befieged perpetually by crouds of perfons with forrow 
manifeft in their faces and whole appearance. 

*NuIHus nec cculi nec aures indignitatem ferebant. Sed invi&a 
fibi qusedam patientiiftma juiti. imperii civitas fecerat: nec adverius 
di&atoriam vim aut Tribuni Plebls/ aut ipfa Plebs attoliere oculos ant 
hifcere audebant. Liv. 

f Livy fuppofes here, that the Romans did not wear their beards 
long at this time : which is contrary to the, opinion of Varro and 
ether authors. 
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A.R.370. The Dictator triumphed over the Volfci; but his 
triumph drew upon him more hatred than glory. It 
was publicly talked, “ That he had acquired it in the 
city, not in the army: that he triumphed over a citi¬ 
zen, not over the enemies of Rome •, and that all that 
was wanting to adorn his triumph, was to have Man¬ 
lius dragged in chains before his chariot.” Every thing 
tended to an immediate revolt. To mollify the Peo¬ 
ple, -the Senate became liberal and beneficent on a Hid¬ 
den, and appointed a colony of two thoufand citizens 
to be fent to Satricum, affigning each of them two 
acres and an half of land. As the largefs was very 
moderate in itfelf, confined to a fmall number, and 
befides was confidered as a bait offered to the People 
for betraying Manlius, the remedy, inftead of ap- 
peafing the fedition, only aggravated and enflamed it; 
efpecially when the abdication of the Diflatorihip by 
Coffus had rid the People of their fears, fet their 
tongues at liberty, and permitted them to vent their 
complaints freely. 

Voices were then heard publicly in the midfl of 
the multitude, reproaching the People with ingratitude 
to their defenders, for whom they at firft expreffed 
exceeding zeal, and afterwards bafely abandoned them 
in the time of danger ; witnefs Caffius and Maelius, 
whofe fervices they had rewarded, by giving them up 
to the hatred of their enemies. That they treated 
their protestors like viftims, who are only fattened to 
have their throats cut. “ How ! faid they, “ Could 
“ a perfon of Confular dignity deferve fuch a punifh- 
“ ment for not anfwering as the Diftator thought fit ? 
“ Suppofe what he had advanced was falfe, and there- 
“ fore that he could not make a good reply : was 
“ ever Have punilhed with chains and prifons for a 
“ lie ? How came you not to call to mind that night, 

“ which was almoft become the eternal night of the 
“ Roman name ? Why did you not reprefent to your- 
“ lelves the Gauls, climbing up to the top of the 
“ Capitol, and Manlius himfelf, fuch as you faw him 
“ with his arms in his hands, covered with blood and 
“ .fweat, and defending Jupiter himfelf from the fury 
• - • '• “ of ■ 


A. MANLIUS, Sec. Mil. Trib. 197 

of the Barbarians*? Do you believe that a few AR -37®- 
“ meafures of meal were a fufficient reward for the 
“ preferver of his country ? And him, whom you 
“ have almoft placed amongft the Gods, whom you 
“ have at leaft equalled with Jupiter by the firname 
“ of Capitolinus; can you fuffer that the fame man 
“ fliould now be laid in chains, thrown into a dun- 
“ geon, and live only in expectation of death from 
“ the hands of an executioner ? One man then has 
“ fufficed for preferving you all; and all of you to- 
“ gether are not fufficient to extricate that one out 
“ of danger.” 

The mutineers now paffed not only the day, but 
even the night round the prifon, and menaced to break 
down the gates. The Senate chofe to grant them 
that of their own accord, which they were upon the 
point of taking by force, and caufed Manlius to be 
fet at liberty. But by that timorous policy, inftead 
of appeafing the fedition, they only gave it an Head. 

About the fame time the Latines and Hernici, and 
the citizens of the colonies of Circeii and Velitrre, ar¬ 
rived at Rome, to juftify themfelves in refpeCt to the 
war with the Volfci, and to demand that their pril'on- 
ers fliould be put into their hands, in order to their 
being punifhed according to their own laws. This 
was not complied with: but the Romans exprefled 
their anger moft fenfibly in refpeCt to the inhabitants 
of the two colonies, becaufe being Roman citizens 
they had formed the criminal defign of attacking their 
country. Not only what they demanded in refpeCt to 
their prifoners, was refufed; but, which was not done 
in regard to the allies, they were given to underltand 
in the name of the Senate, that they fliould quit the' 
city direCtly, and remove themfelves from the fight 
of the Roman people, left the right of embafladors, 
eftablifhed for ftrangers not citizens, fliould not pro¬ 
tect their, perfons. 

* Selibrifne farris gratiam fervatori patriss relatam > &, quem prope 
cceleftem, cognomine certe Capitolino jovi parem fecerint, eum pati 
vin&um in carcere, in tenebris obnoxiam carnificis arbitrio ducere 
animam ? Adeo in uno omnibus fatis auxilii fuifle : nullam opem in 
tam multis uni efle. Liv. 
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A.R.371. Ser. Cornelius Maluginensis III. 

Ant. C. 

381. P. Valerius Potitus II. 

IvL Furius Camillus VI. &c. 

Divifions were renewed more warmly than ever the 
beginning of this year. Manlius held afiemblies night 
and day in his houfe with the principal Plebeians. On 
one fide the affront he had received exceedingly ex- 
afperated a fpirit little accuftomed to ignominy: on 
the other, what rendered him more bold and haughty 
than ever, was to fee, that the Dictator had not dared 
to proceed againft him, as Cincinnatus had done in 
refped to, Maslius, and that even the whole Senate, 
not being able to hold out any longer againft the dis¬ 
content and menaces of the people, had feen them- 
felves reduced to fet him at liberty. Inflamed and 
animated by thefe motives, he perfifted continually in 
inipiring the People with the fame fentiments. “ How 
“ long,” faid he to them, “ will you be ignorant of 
“ your ov/n ftrength, of which nature has not thought 
“ fit that beafts themfelves fhould be ignorant ? 
“ Reckon at leaft your own number, and that of your 
“ adverfaries: though however, were the number 
“ equal, you would undoubtedly engage with more 
46 valour for your liberty, than they to fupport their 
“ unjuft fway. As many clients as there are of you 
44 to one patron, fo many will you be to each of your 
44 enemies, in the approaching conflid.’ Shew only 
44 the war, and you will have peace. Let them fee 
“ that you are prepared to make a good defence, and 
44 they will immediately grant you what you demand. 
44 You muft altogether either determine to be bold 
44 in undertaking, or refolve each in particular to fuf-. 
44 fer the utmoft injuries. Flow long will you fix 
44 your eyes upon me ? I will not be wanting to 
“ any of you: but do not fuffer me to be made inca- 
44 pable of ferving you. Myfelf, your protedor, dif- 
“ appeared, when your enemies thought fit to have 
“ it fo. What ought I not to fear, fhould they bc- 

“ come 
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“ come more bold in refpeit to me ? Muft I expert A. R. 37 »• 
<c the unhappy fate of Caffius and Maelius ? You are ' 
« fhocked at the thought: you are in the right, and 
“ I hope the Gods will avert fuch a misfortune far 
“ from me. But thofe Gods will not defcend from 
“ heaven on my account. They muft infpire you to 
“ remove fuch dangers from me, as they have me to 
“ defend you in war againft barbarous enemies, and 
“ in peace againft unjull citizens. Shall your difputes 
“ with the Senate always terminate in your fubmitting 
“ to the yoke * ? It is not becaufe that difpofition is 
“ natural to you : it is the habit of fuffering them to 
“ ride you, which they have made their right, and 
“ turned into a kind of inheritance. Accordingly, 

“ whence is it that you are fo bold and courageous 
“ againft the enemy abroad, and fo foft and timorous 
“ againft thofe at home, if it be not becaufe you be- 
“ lieve yourfelves obliged to fight with your whole 
“ force for command and dominion with the former, 

“ and make but feeble attempts againft the latter in 
“ defence of your liberty ? And yet, notwithstanding 
“ your timidity, and that of your chiefs, whether 
“ through fuperiority of ftrength or your good for- 
“ tune, you have hitherto always obtained what you 
“ demanded. It is now time to undertake greater 
“ things. Try what your good fortune will do for 
44 you, fupported by my zeal, of which you have al- 
“ ready made fufficiently happy experience. You 
“ will find lefs difficulty in giving the Senators a maf- 
“ ter, than it has coft you to defend yourfelves againft 
“ them, whilft they have had power to lord it over 
“ you. Dictators and Confuls muft be aboliffied, if 
“ you would have the People raife their heads. Unite 
“ therefore with me. Prevent debtors from being 
<c profecuted according to the rigour of the laws. T 
“ declare myfelf the j- Patron and Proteftor of the 

f Nec hoc. natura mfitum vobis ell; fed ufu poffidemmi. 

f Ego me patronum profiteor plebis: quod mihl oyra mea & fides 
4 iomeu induit. Vos, fi quo inllgni magis imperii honorifve nomine 
vellrum appellabitis ducem, eo utemini p©tenjticre ad obtinenda ea 
quse vultlsr Liv." ‘ ’ ' " ' ! ‘ ^ 

O 4 “ People j 
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“ People •, names which my zeal for your interefts 
“ emboldens me to affume. As for you, if you are 
“ for exalting your chief by any more fplendid title, 
“ more illuftrious dignity, you will only augment his 
“ power for your fupport, and to obtain for you what 
“ you defire.” 

Manlius, betrayed himfelf by thofe laft words, how¬ 
ever indirect, and it was eafy to perceive that he aimed 
at the lovereignty. He knew, that the name of king , 
was abhorred and detefted. by the Roman people ;, 
and not daring to ufe the word itfelf, which would 
immediately have called to mind the ancient execra¬ 
tions pronounced in the name of the whole ftate, and 
for all fucceeding ages, againft fuch as lhauld pre¬ 
fume to afpire to the throne, he vainly endeavoured 
to conceal his defign under trivial circumlocution. 
Did he believe that it was the word, and not the 
thing, that the Romans had in horror ? Livy con- 
feffes, that he can find nothing concerning the mea- 
fures, he took for the fuccefs of his defign •, who thofe 
were, whom he engaged to ferve him in fo dangerous 
an enterprize; and how far it was carried. The con¬ 
ference gives reafon to conjefture, that nothing ever 
was worfe concerted than this project, and that it had 
no foundation but a rafh and frantic ambition, which 
had given him room to hope, that the People would 
blindly,follow him headlong, wherever he ihould think 
fit-to lead them. 

The Senate,, however, alarmed by the frequent af- 
femblies held in. the houfe of a, private perfon, and an 
houfe-fituated in the citadel, were in the greateft per¬ 
plexity. ,.)'.Moft of them, faid, that the occafion re¬ 
quired a fecond Ahala, who, inftead of protrafting 
the affair, might terminate it fuddenly by the death of 
the criminal. Recourfe was had to a gentler but no 
lefs effectual method, in ordering the magiftrates “ to 
take care.:that, the Commonwealth fuftained no preju¬ 
dice from the pernicious de-figns of Manlius by which 
form of. words they were invefted with full and fupreme 
authority ; as we have already obferved elfewhere. 


In 
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In fo delicate a conjuncture, the Tribunes of the A - R -37* 
people, who had joined with the Senate, becaufe they Al f‘ c ‘ 
perceived, that the liberty of the public and their 3 
own power would expire together, propofed a very 
wife method of proceeding, though it appeared en¬ 
tirely dangerous at firft. They reprefented, “ That in 
the prefent difpofition of the People, Manlius could not 
be openly attacked, without interefting them in his 
defence. That violent meafures were always danger¬ 
ous, and might excite a civil war. That it was ne- 
cefiary to feparate the interefts of Manlius from thole 
of the people. That in order to that, they were de¬ 
termined to cite him before the Tribunal of the Peo¬ 
ple themfelves, and to accufe him in form.” “ No- 
“ thing,” added they, “ is lefs agreeable to a free 
“ people than a king. As foon as the multitude fees 
“ that your aim is not againft them, that from pro- 
“ teftors they are become judges, that their Tribunes 
“ are the accufers, and that a Patrician is accufed, 

“ and accufed for having afpired at the tyranny, no 
“ intereft will be fo dear to them as that of their li- 
“ berty.” 

This counfel was followed, and Manlius was cited 
by the Tribunes before'the People. He appeared in 
a mourning habit, but without a fingle Senator, re¬ 
lation, friend, or even his own brothers along with 
him, to exprefs concern for his fate : fo much did the 
love of -liberty, and the fear of being enflaved, pre¬ 
vail in the hearts of the Romans over all the ties of 
blood and nature ! A Senator, and a perfon of Con- 
fular dignity, cited to take his trial, was never known 
to have been fo ainiverfally abandoned. When Ap- 
pius Claudius, the Decemvir, was put in prifon, C. 
Claudius his declared enemy, and the whole family 
of the Claudii, were feen in the habit of fuppliants 
before the judges, imploring mercy for their relation, 
as criminal and inexcufable as he was. After the 
Tribunes had fpoke, Manlius replied according to his 
cuftom, by repeating his exploits and fervices. He 
exhibited glorious proofs of them to the eyes of the 

people, 
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■ people, and produced a great number of military (i) 
rewards of different kinds. At the fame time he un¬ 
covered his breaft, and fhewed the many honourable 
wounds he had received in battle. Then extending 
his arms towards the Capitol, which was in view from 
the affembly, he implored Jupiter and all the Gods to 
jnfpire the Roman People in his prefent danger, with 
the fame fentiments as they had infpired him for their 
prefervation when he defended.the Capitol; conjuring 
his judges at the fame time, before they paffed fen- 
tence upon him, to call their eyes up to that facred 
place, and the immortal Gods that refided in it. 

The People, touched by fo moving a fight, could 
not refolve to put the rigor of the law in execution 
againft a man, who had fo lately preferved the Com¬ 
monwealth. The fight of the Capitol, where he had 
fought fo bravely againft the Gauls, weakened the 
accufation, and attracted the companion of .the mul¬ 
titude. The * Tribunes difcerned aright, that as long 
as the People Ihould have an objeft before their eyes, 
that recalled the remembrance of an event fo glorious 
for Manlius, their ears would be little open to the 
grievances alledged againft him. They therefore re¬ 
ferred the judgment to another time, and fummoned 
the affembly to a place, where the Capitol was not in 
fight. Their accufations had here all their effeft. 
Pity found no longer accefs to their minds, and a ri¬ 
gorous fentence - was paffed, not without extreme 
compuntftion even to thofe who pronounced if. Man¬ 
lius was .condemned to be thrown from the top of the 
Capitol; and ft the fame place, which had been the 
theatre of his glory, became that of his punifhment 


(i) Thefe rewards were two mural crowns of gold, for having en¬ 
tered firft two cities taken by aflault j* eight civic crowns, for having 
laved the lives of as-many citizens, of whom C. Servilius when ge* 
neral of the horfe vvas one; and thirty fpoils of enemies killed in iin« 
gle combat. 

# Apparuit Tribunis, nifi oculos quoque hominum liberaflent ab 
tanti memoria decoris, nunquam fore in prmoccupatis benelicio ani* 
mis vero crimini locum. Liv. 

f Locus idem in uno homine & eximiae gloria? monimentum & 
pcense ultima? fuit, Liv, 

and 
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and infamy. His memory was treated with rigor af- A - 
ter his death •, the family of the Manlii being forbid- A 
den to ufe the Praenomen of Marcus for the future: 

(I fhall foon explain what the Romans underftood by 
the Praenomen) and a decree paffed that no Patrician 
from thenceforth fhould inhabit the citadel, where 
his houfe had flood. 

Such was the end of a man who might have been 
the ornament of his country, if he had not been born 
in a free Hate. We here fee how many glorious acti¬ 
ons, and excellent qualities, the lull: of reigning ren¬ 
dered not only fruitlefs, but odious and deteftable. 
Manlius was led on to this criminal excefs by another 
palfion Hill more horrible, though it appears lefs fo, I 
mean the envy and jealoufy of exalted virtue. We 
have feen that he could not bear the glory of Camillus, 
the luftre of whofe reputation mortified him excel- 
fively. Not being able to furpafs him by merit, he 
endeavoured to become his fuperior by a rank that 
rendered him his mailer, and formed the frantic de- 
fign of making himfelf king. What a difference is 
there between this black malignity, tortured by the 
advantages of others, and the noble candor of Ca- 
millus’s collegues, who, by a voluntary fubrnifiion, 
render an homage to his fuperior merit, that does 
them more honour than Camillus himfelf. 

The People foon after, when they had no longer 
any thing to fear from Manlius, confidering him only 
on the fide of his good qualities, regretted his fate. 

A fudden plague, that vifited Rome without any ap¬ 
parent caufe, feemed to moll people a punifhment 
from heaven for their treatment of him. They faid, 
that the Capitol had been polluted with the blood of 
its deliverer, and that the execution of a citizen, who, 
after having refcued the temples of the Gods out of 
the hands of the Barbarians, had been put to death 
almofl before their eyes, was a fpedtacle that could not 
but give them great offence. The levity and inconllancy 
of the multitude is vifible here, who fuddenly change 

difpo- 
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A.R-371. difpofition, and fiu&uate continually from one ex- 

A "sj' C ' treme to another. 

I come now to explain what the Romans meant by 
the Praenomen. 

Observations upon the names of the Romans. 

The Greeks had only one name, but the Romans 
had fometimes three or four: the Pr^nomen, No¬ 
men, Cognomen, and fometimes even the Agno¬ 
men. 

The Pr/enomen every particular had: the No¬ 
men was the name of the family from which a per- 
fon defcended: and the Cognomen was peculiar to 
fome family, or more properly to fome branch of that 
family. 

I. The Prsnomen was, as the word fignifies, the 
name prefixed to that of the family, like our Chrif- 
tian name. 

Some of thefe Ertenomens were expreffed by a An¬ 
gle letter, as A. Aulus, C. Caius, D. Decimus, K. 
Kzefo, L. Lucius, &c. Some with two letters, AP. 
Appius, CN. Cneius, SP. Spurius, TI. Tiberius. 
And others with three letters MAM. Mamercus, 
SER. Servius, SEX.. Sextus. 

II. The Nomen was the name of a family or houfe, 
and all its branches. Thus all thofe of the houfe 
faid to defcend from Julus, the,fon of Tineas, were 
called the Julii: thofe of the houfe of the Antonies, 
Antonii, and fo of the reft. 

III. The Cognomen, which originally was often 
a kind of nick-name, or on the contrary an appella¬ 
tion of honour, diftinguifhed the different branches 

19, c. 19. 0 f the fame houfe, in eadsm gente: as when Livy fays, 
that the houfe of the Potitii was divided into twelve 
families. For Gens and Familia are as the whole and 
its parts. Thofe of the fame race, or of one and the 
fame houfe, were called Gentiles, and thofe of the 
fame branch, or of one and the fame family, Agnati. 

Thus 


L. VALERIUS, &c. Mil. Trib. 205 

Thus when the Casfars are faid to be of the houfe ofA.R. 371- 
the Julii, the Julii is the general name of the houfe, j|' I# ' 
and Ctefar that of a particular branch of it. When 
we exprefs the whole name of Caefar the Dictator, C. 

Julius Ctefar: C, that is to fay r ,' Caius, is the praeno- 
men; Julius the name of his family, and Ctefar, that 
of the branch from which the Dictator defcended. 

Some add to thefe the Agnomen, which was given 
on.fome particular occafion, as Africanus to one of 
the Scipios, and Afiaticus to the other, on account 
of their great exploits in thofe provinces. The term 
Cognomen includes alfo this laft kind of names. 


„ S E C T. II. 


Different Colonies fettled. War againfi the Volfci. Ca¬ 
millas is chofen one of the Military Tribunes to com¬ 
mand the army. His extraordinary moderation in ref- 
pebl to one of his collegues, whofe fault he retrieves by 
the defeat of the enemy. His fingular expedition againfi 
the people of Tufculam: Several wars of little im¬ 
portance. 


L. Valerius IV. 

A. Manlius III. 

Ser. Sulpicius III. &c. 


A.R. 372. 
Ant. C. 
380. 


trHE plague of the preceding year occafioned a Llv>6iIJ * 
fcarcity of provifions, and the report of thofe 
two fcourges joined together, induced feveral. Rates, 
not well lubjefted, to revolt. To incline the People 
to take arms willingly, it was thought proper to footh 
them by beneficence. Five Commiffioners were ap¬ 
pointed for diftributing the territory of Pomptinus, 
and three for fettling a colony at Nepete. There was 
no war however this year. 

Sp. & L. Papirii, &c. a.r. 373. 

Ant. C. 

The legions marched againfi: Velitrae, a Roman 
colony that had revolted. It was lupported by a c.'L.f. 

ftrong 
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ftrong body of troops from Praenefte. The Romans 
gained a viftory, but did not venture to attack Ve- 
litrae, not believing themfelves ftrong enough to 
take it. 

The Prasneftini having engaged the Volfci to join 
them, took Satricum, a Roman colony, by ftorm, 
after a long and vigorous refiftance, where they exer- 
cifed great cruelties. 

M. Furius Camillus, VII. 

L. Furius, &c. 

Rome feeing the war become important thought 
proper to ele<5fc Camillus amongft the Military Tri¬ 
bunes, who was the ordinary refource of the common¬ 
wealth in great dangers. , He excufed himfelf on ac¬ 
count of his great age, which, he faid, rendered him 
unable to difcharge the duties of a general of an army. 
He was, however, at that time only fixty-fix or fixty- 
feven years old. Perhaps he apprehended envy, or 
fome reverfe of fortune after fo much glory and fiuc- 
cefs. But his beft excufe was his want of health, for 
he had an illnefs upon him at that time. He was xip- 
on the point of fwearing in full alTembly, according to 
the ufual form for fuch as excufed themfelves from 
ferving upon account of ficknefs ; but the People 
would not hear him, and cried out, that they did not 
want him either to fight on foot or on horfeback ; and 
had occafion only for his head and his counfels. He 
could not refill the ardent defire of the whole Peo¬ 
ple *. He ftill retained, though advanced in years, 
all the vigour and vivacity of youth. He had all his 
fenfes in perfection, and though he entered little into 
domeftic affairs, war rouzed and reftored him to him¬ 
felf. 

The manner in which he acled in the war he was 
charged with this year, Ihews evidently, that it was 
with great wifdom the Romans, without regard to the 

* Vegetum ingenium in vivido peclore vigebat -virebatque, integrls 
Yenfibus: Sc civiies' jam res haud magnop'ere obeuntem bella excita- 
bant. 'X-iv, * • 

weak- 
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weaknefs and age of a general of confummate va- 4^- 3A" 
lour and experience, had given him the preference, “ 7 g. * 
againft his will, to thofe who in the flower of their 
youth follicited the command againft him. 

Camillus was chofen to command the troops fent 
againft the Volfci, who had joined the people ofPne- 
nefte. It fell by lot to L. Furius to be his collegue 
on this occaflon. The latter, young and prefumptu- 
ous, difpenfed with the refpedb, which the greateft 
perions of the ftate had always paid Camillus fince 
the defeat of the Gauls; and thereby gave that great 
man occaflon of acquiring a new fpecies of glory. 

The two Roman generals fet out together againft 
the Volfci. The enemy had the advantage in num¬ 
ber, and for that reafon immediately offered battle. 

The Roman troops, and efpecially Furius, expreffed 
no lefs ardor for coming to blows, and had engaged 
accordingly, if not prevented by the wife counfel and 
oppofition of Camillus, who * fought by delays foiiie 
favourable occaflon that might fupply what was want¬ 
ing in reipeft to the number of his troops. That 
conduct augmented'the boldnefs of the Volfci, who 
came and infulted the Romans at the very gates of 
their camp. The Roman foldiers were extremely in- 
cenfed : but none fo much as L. Furius, who, befldes 
the boldnels and haUghtineis of his age and dilpofl- 
tion, was animated by the confidence which he ob- 
lerved in the multitude, whofe courage the worft 
founded motives is often fufncient to fluih. 

Accordingly, finding the troops already warm, he 
inflamed them ftill more by his difcourfe, and endea¬ 
voured' to depreciate his collegue’s authority on the 
only fide by which he could.attack it, on that of his 
age. He affefted frequently to fay, “ That war was 
the buflnefs of the young, and that courage either 
continued vigorous, or declined^ with the body. That 
Camillus, from an' a&ive. and enterprizing warrior, 

* Qui occafionem juvandarum ratione virium trahendo bello quas- 
rebat. Liy. 


was 
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A. R. 374. was become flow, and fond of delays 3 and that the 
Anc. e. y ame general, whofe cuftom it was formerly to take 
37 ' camps and cities as foon as he arrived before' them, 
now drooped within the intrenchments of his own. 
And this, with what view ? What augmentation of 
his own forces, or what diminution of the enemy’s, 
does he expeit ? what better occafion, what more fa¬ 
vourable time ? What place does he imagine he fliall 
difcover, that may be proper for laying an ambufcade ? 
The truth is, there is no longer any thing but cold- 
nefs and ice in the counfels of an old man. Camil- 
lus has lived long enough, and acquired fufficient 
glory. But ought we to fuffer the forces of the com¬ 
monwealth, that is to be immortal, to fympathize 
with one mortal body, and ficken and languifh with 
it?” 


By thefe difcourfes, which fuited the difpofition and 
defires of the foldiery, he drew upon himfelf the con¬ 
fidence of the whole army and as they demanded to 
fight on all Tides, he went to Camillus. “ We can 
“ no longer reftrain,” faid he, “ the ardor of our 
« troops •, and the enemy, whofe courage we have 
“ increafed by our delays, infult us in a manner no 
“ longer to be endured. You alone oppofe the defire 
“ of us all. Suffer yourfelf to be overcome in coun- 
“ fel, that you may the fooner overcome in battle.” 
The anfwer of Camillus, and the battle which imme¬ 
diately enfued, fhew, that age had only augmented 
his prudence, without in the leaft diminifhing his va¬ 
lour, or fire in action; and at the fame time give 
vis an example of the molt confummate moderation 
antiquity ever produced. He contented himfelf with 
reprefenting to Furius, “ That in all the wars in 
which he had commanded alone till then, neither 
himfelf nor the Roman people had repented either 
his conduit or the fuccefs of it. But that now he 
knew he had a collegue, whofe authority was equal to 
his own, and who excelled him in the vigour of his 
years. That in confequence, as to what concerned 
the troops, it had been his cuftom to command them, 

and 
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and not to be commanded by them : But that he could 3^4- 
not prevent his collegue from uling his power and 37 g, * 
right. That with the help of the Gods he might do 
what he Ihould judge moll for the good of the com¬ 
monwealth. He however made it his requeft, that in 
regard to his age and weaknefs, he might be left with 
the referved troops, where he Ihould endeavour not to 
be wanting in fuch duties as an old man was capable 
of difcharging. He concluded with * praying the 
Gods, that no misfortune might .give reafon to 
conclude his counfel the more commendable.” 

The Gods, fays I,ivy, were deaf to the prayers of 
Camillus, as men had been to his falutary ad¬ 
vice. He thought it improper to infill any longer oh 
his own opinion, apprehending, that he might be fuf- 
pected of intending, out of envy, to deprive his col¬ 
legue and the young officers that ferved under him, 
of an occalion of acquiring glory, and of rendering 
the commonwealth great fervice. v ■ ■ •- 

Furius fought at the head of the army: Camillus 
remained with the referved troops, whom he frrength- 
ened as much as poffible for the greater fecurity of the 
camp, and from the top of an eminence was fpeclator 
of a battle fought contrary to his advice. On the 
firll charge, the enemy fled, not through fear. Hilt 
ftratagem. Behind the Volfci, between their army 
and camp, there was a fmall eminence with an eafy 
declivity •, and as they had more troops than were ne- 
ceflary, they had left a great body of the belt of them 
in their camp, with orders to make a fudden fally, 
when the enemy Ihould approach the entrenchments. 

The Romans, in purfuing the Volfci too warmly, we^e 
artfully led on into a difadvantageous place •, and the 
troops in the camp feized that inllant for fallying* up¬ 
on them with impetuofity. Terror and confufion 
went over to the fide of the vidtors. That fudden_ 
attack, and the declivity of the ground from which 


* Id a Diis immortalibus precari, ne qui cafus fuum confilium lau- 
dabile efficeret. Nec ab hcminibus falutaris fententia, nee ab t>iis 
tam pise preces auditse funt, Liv. 
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A. R. 374. it was made, obliged them to give way, and foon put 
A 378° them into diforder, whilft they were pulhed at once 
both by the frelh troops of the Volfci from the camp, 
and thofe who at firft had made a feint of flying, and 
now faced about on a fudden. It was not now a re¬ 
treat, but a precipitate flight, on the fide of the Ro¬ 
mans. 

At this moment, Camillus caufed himfelf to be fet 
on horfeback, and at the head of the referved troops, 
advanced to thofe who were flying. “ Is this then, 
« foldiers,” faid he, “ the battle you demanded with 
“ fo much ardor ? What God, ;what man, can you 
“ accufe of it ? Was it not your own rafhnefs that en- 
“ gaged you in it, and is it not now your abjedt fear 
“ that makes you abandon it fo fliamefully ? You 
.*« have followed another leader: now follow Camil- 
“ lus, and conquer as you ufed to do when I led you. 
“ Why do you call your eyes towards your camp ? 
“ None of you {hall enter there except victorious.” 
Shame {topped them at firft. Then feeing their ge- 
- neral, illuftrious by fo many triumphs, and venerable 
for his age, uniting his example with exhortations, 
■and throwing himfelf into the hotteft of the prefs, and 
where the danger was greateft, they reproached each 
other, and nothing was heard throughout the whole 
army but chearful cries, and mutual exhortations to 
march againft the enemy. 

Furius, on his fide, {pared no pains to retrieve af¬ 
fairs. His collegue fent him to the horfe to engage 
them to fupport the foot in fo great a danger, and he 
was far from employing reproaches: his being an ac¬ 
complice in their common fault, had loft him the ne- 
ceflhry authority for reproving others. Inftead of 
commands, he made ufe only of entreaties. He con¬ 
jured them feparately and in general, to fpare him the 
juft reproaches which might be made him for the bad 
fuccefs of that day, for which- he was folely refpon- 
fible. “ Notwithftanding the repeated oppofiticn of 
“ my collegue,” faid he, “ I chofe rather to be rafh 
“ with the multitude, than wife only with him. What- 
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** ever may be the event of this day, Camillus will A - R - 374. 
<{ find his glory in it. But for me, the moll unhappy A 3 n 7 g. C ‘ 
“ of mankind, if the fuccefs of this battle be bad, I 
“ lhall fhare the misfortune with the reft of the army, 

“ but the infamy of it will be all my own.” Such 
moving complaints had their effect. The cavalry dis¬ 
mounted, as was frequently pradtifed amongft the an- 
tients, flew to the aid of the foot, and advanced 
fiercely againft the enemy. That fight revived the 
courage of the Roman troops, which now furmounted 
all obftacles. The vidtory was complete. The Ro¬ 
mans made themfelves mailers, not only of the field 
of battle, but the enemy’s camp. The number of 
the prifoners was however greater than that of the 
flain. 

Amongft the firft were difcovered fome Tufculans, 
who confefied, that they had aided the Volfci by or¬ 
der of the public, and the authority of their magi- 
ftrates. Camillus thought it incumbent on him to 
impart this news to the Senate in perfon, and fet out 
for Rome, leaving his collegue to command in the 
camp. Every body expedted from one fo exadt and 
fevere as him, that he would demand juftice for a fault 
which had expofed the commonwealth to fuch great 
danger, befides which his honour was in fome mea- 
fure concerned in it. It was generally agreed both in 
the army and at Rome, that the difgrace of the bad 
fuccefs in the beginning of the battle with the Volfci, 
was to be afcribed folely to Furius, and the glory of 
the vidtory to Camillus. The Senate, upon the re¬ 
port of the Tufculan prifoners, thought it neceflary 
to declare war againft Tufculum, and charged Camil¬ 
lus with that expedition, permitting him to chufe any 
one of his collegues that he fhould think fit, to ac¬ 
company him. Contrary to every body’s expectation, 
he chofe L. Furius •, and by that adtion of generality, 
at the fame time leflened his collegue’s fhame, and ac¬ 
quired himfelf great glory. Even now, after fo many 
ages, we cannot but admire and love a greatnefs of 
foul, that could fo eafily forgive injuries. Camillus 
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A. R. 374 * appears a greater hero by this moderation, than by 
278. his victories. 

The Tufculans oppofed the Roman arms by a me¬ 
thod entirely new, that made it impoffible to commit 
hoftilities againft them. ' When the troops entered 
their country, the inhabitants neither abandoned the 
places upon their march, nor defifted from cultivating 
their lands : a great number of citizens, dreft as in 
times of peace, that is to fay, in robes, came out to 
meet the generals : and provilions in abundance were 
brought from the city and country into the camp. 
Camillus having encamped before the gates, which 
were open, and defiring to know, whether the fame 
tranquillity prevailed within the walls as he had found 
in the country, he entered the city. All the houfes 
and fhops were open, and all the artificers intent upon 
their trades : the fchools refounded with the noife of 
children at their books; the ftreets were full of peo¬ 
ple going backwards and forwards upon their occa- 
fions ; without any fign of terror or even amazement* 
and not the leaft trace of war : every thing was en¬ 
tirely tranquil and* pacific. 

Camillus, furprifecl at fuch a fight, and overcome 
by the enemy’s patience, caufed the afiembly to be 
lummoned by the magiftrates. “ Tufculans,” faidhe, 
“ you are the only people, who till now have found 
“ out the true arms and forces capable of fecuring 
“ them againft: the anger of the Romans. Go to 
“ Rome and apply yourfelves to the Senate. They 
“ will judge, whether your paft fault deferves chaf- 
“ tifement more than your prefent repentance pardon. 
“ I lhall not prevent a grace, which you ought to hold 
“ only from the commonwealth. All that I can grant 
“ you, is the liberty of prefenting your demands and 
“ making your requeft; to which the Senate will 
44 have fuch regard as it lhall judge proper.” 

When the Tufculans arrived at Rome, and the ma¬ 
giftrates of a city, fo faithful a little before, were 
leen in the higheft affliction at the door of the Senate, 
fo moving a fight made a very ftrong imprefiion upon 
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the Romans, and audience was given them rather as A. R. 374- 
allies than enemies. The Dictator of Tufculum Ant ; C ' 
fpoke in thefe terms. “ The condition in which you 37 ° 

“ now fee us, Fathers, is the fame as that in which 
“ we went to meet your generals and army. You 
u have declared war againft us, you have entered our 
“ lands in confequence, without our having'armed in. 

“ any other manner than we are at this inftant. Such 
“ has been, and fuch always will be, our behaviour, 

“ and that of all the Tufculans, except when we re- ; 

“ ceive your orders to take arms, and to employ them 
“ for your fervice. We ought- to return our thanks 
« to your generals and troops, for believing their eyes 
<c rather than their ears, and for not having a< 5 led as 
“ enemies, where they found none to oppofe them. 

“ We come to demand peace, which we have obferved 
“ in refpeft to you, and to defire that you would carry 
<c the war into countries, where it is to be made.' As 
“ for us, if we are to experience the force of your 
“ arms, we will experience it without refiftance. Such 
“ is our refolution : and may it be as happy to us, 

“ as it proceeds from hearts lincerely attached to your 
“ interefts. As to what relates to the accufations ' 

“ which have drawn your refentment upon us, tho’ 

“ it would be fuperfiuous to deny grievances by words 
“ that faffs have fo ftrongly contradiffed : however, 

“ were they true, we believe, after having expreffed 
“ fo evident a repentance of them, that it would 
“ be fafeft for us even to confefs them. You may 
“ fuffer offences to be committed againft you, whilft 
“ thofe who commit them think you worthy in con- 
“ fequence of fuch fatisfafliori.” The Tufculans ob¬ 
tained peace for the prefent, and foon after the free-- 
dom of Rome. 

Camillus, after having ftgnalized his prudence and 
valour in the war with the Volfci, his extraordinary 
good fortune in the expedition againft Tufculum, 
and his moderation and patience on both occafions, 
quitted his office with the higheft glory. 
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L. & P. Valerii, &c. 
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During the three following years there was no event 
c. 27—33- of any great importance. The people of Prasnefte, 
taking advantage of the domeftic troubles, which be¬ 
gan to agitate Rome in refpect to the debts, advanced 
to the gates of the city, after having ravaged the 
neighbouring country. This fudden alarm occafioned 
a Dictator to be declared, who terminated the war by 
a battle near the river Allia, which was followed by 
the taking of Praenefte, and of eight places in its de- 
pendance. 

The perpetual enemies of Rome, the Yolfci, in 
conjunction with the Latines, gave the Commonwealth 
fome alarm, which was of no long duration, and had 
no confequence. 


A.R.375. 
Ant. C. 

. 377 - 
Liv. 1 . 6 . 


SECT. III. 

Law prcpofed by two Tribunes cf the People concerning 
the d ftribution of lands, debts , and admitting Plebeians 
to the Ccnfuljhip . The difputes are fufpended by the ar¬ 
rival of the Gauls , who are defeated by Camillas. The 
fame Camillas is defied Difiator , and terminates the 
divifions. The Senate confent , that one of the Confuls 
Jhould be defied out of the Plebeians. A Plebeian Con- 
fid defied. Two new offices granted to the Senate, that 
of Prator and that of Curule Made. The plague 
rages at Rome. Death of Camillus. Ceremony of the 
Lectisternium. Jnfiitution of the games called 
Ludi Scenici. Nail driven into the temple of Jupiter 
by the Difiator. 

L. .ZEmilius, See. 

A. r, 378. 1P\ O M E S TIC divifions ran very high at this time. 
Ant. c. occa f lonec l a t firfh by the debts. The poor citi- 
Liv. ? L 6. zens k ac ^ contrafted them long before on account of 
c. 34—42. various misfortunes that had happened, and laftly 

through 
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through the neceffity of paying a new tax laid on them 
for eredting the walls of the city, which the Cenfors 
caufed to be rebuilt of hewn ftone. The * creditors 
treated their debtors, who were adjudged to them ac¬ 
cording to the forms, with extreme cruelty. As they 
were utterly incapable of difcharging themfelves, they 
expiated by punifhment what they could not pay in mo¬ 
ney. This general mifery had difpirited the Plebei¬ 
ans to fuch a degree, and even the moft confiderable 
amongft them, that none of the latter prefented thein- 
felves as candidates for. the office of Military Tri¬ 
bune, an advantage that had coft them fo much trou¬ 
ble, and fo many conflicts to obtain. In confequence, 
no Plebeian had lhared in it at the laft eleftion, and 
the Patricians feemed to have made themfelves maf- 
ters of that dignity for ever. But a flight occafion 
foon put an end to their joy, and made way, as often 
happens, for a confiderable event. 

M. Fabius Ambuftus had two daughters. He was 
a perfcn highly confidered not only amongft the Patri¬ 
cians, of which order he was, but even the People, 
for whom he had not that haughty and contemptuous 
behaviour, which the reft of the nobility affedted. 
He had married the eldeft of his daughters to Ser, 
Sulpicius, who was one of the Military Tribunes for 
this year; and the youngeft to C. Licinius Stolo, a very 
illuftrious perfon, but a Plebeian: and this latter alli¬ 
ance, which Fabius had not defpifed, had augmented 
his credit amongft the People. One day j-as the two 

lifters 

* Cum jam ex re nihil dari poflet, fama & corpore judicati atque 
addi&i falisfaciebant, poenaque in vicem fidei cefierat. Liv. 

j- Forte ita incidit, ut in Ser. Sulpitii Tribuni militum domo fo- 
rores Fabiae, cum inter fe (ut fit) fermonibus tempus tererent, li&or 
Sulpitii, cum is de foro fe domum reciperet, forem (ut mos eft) virga 
percuteret. Cum ad id, moris ejus inlueta, expaviflet minor Fabia, 
rifui forori fuit, miranti ignorare id fororem. Ceteriim js rifus ftimu- 
los parvis mobili rebus animo muliebri fubdidit. Frequentia quoque 
profequentium, rogantiumque num quid vellet, credo fortunatum 
trimonium ei fororis vifum : fuique ipfam, malo arbitrio, quo a prox-' 
imis quifque minime anteiri vult, pcenituifle'. Confufam earn.ex re¬ 
cent! morlu animi ciim pater forte vidiflet, percun&atus Satin’ falvx, 
avertentem caufam doloris (quippe neq. fatis piam adversus fororem, 
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A. R. 378. fillers palled their time together at Sulpicius’s noule, 
A 37+ C " t ^ ie L^ or °f t ^ iat tnagiftrate, who was returned home 
from the Forum, {truck the door with a rod which 
he carried in his hand, as was the cultom. The 
younger Fabia, to whom this ceremony was entirely 
new, expreffing fome fear, her filter laughed at her, 
and was furprifed, that fne was ignorant of that cuf- 
- tom. The lealt things fometimes make great im- 
preffion upon the minds of women. The younger 
Fabia was touched to the quick by her filter’s deri- 
fion •, and it is probable alfo, that the crowd of offi¬ 
cers, who attended the Military Tribune, and came to 
receive his orders, might make her filter’s marriage 
appear more confiderable than her own ; and, through 
a way of thinking natural enough, though vicious, 
which makes people give place even to their nearelt 
relations with great reluctance, that ffie conceived a 
difgult for her own condition 3 and that mortifying 
cornparifon fat heavy upon her, and made her melan¬ 
choly. Her father happening to fee her in this de¬ 
jection, and alking her how Ihe did, at firlt ffie con¬ 
cealed the caufe of a chagrin, which argued little af- 
feCtion for her filter, and confideration for her huf- 
band. But at length, between queltions and carefles, 
he got the fecret out of her, and made her confefs, 
that the caufe of her grief was her having married 
below her rank, and entered into a family, into which 
honours and authority could have no accefs. Ambuf- 
tus confoled his daughter, and bade her take courage 3 
alluring her that ffie ffiould foon fee the fame honours 
in her houfe, as fne had feen in her filter’s. 

From thenceforth, though a Patrician, he declared 
openly againlt his own order, and entered into mea- 
fures with his fon-in-law, and L. Sextius, a young 
Plebeian of extraordinary merit, and one, who by the 


nec admodum in virum honorificam) elicuit, comiter fcifcitando, ut 
fateretur earn efie caufam doloris, quod jun&a impari efTet, nupta in 
domo, quam nec honos nec gratia intrare poffet. Confolans inde 
filiam Ambuftus, bonum animum habere juftit. Eofdem propedienv 
domi vifuram honores, quos apud fororem videat, Liv, 
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confent of the nobility, wanted nothing but illuftrious A.r. 378 
» birth to qualify him for pretending to the higheft dig- A ”^ c ’ 
nities of the ftate. The People had the affair of the 
debts extremely at heart, and could expedt no redrefs 
in refpedt to them, except their own order had a lhare 
in the fupreme authority of the government. They 
concluded that it was neceffary to apply themfelves 
ferioufly, and direct their whole thoughts and endea¬ 
vours to this end. They reprefented to themfelves, 
that after ail the points, which the Plebeians had al¬ 
ready carried againft the Senate at different times, by 
their inflexible conftancy in urging and'fupporting their 
pretenfions, there was nothing, if they exerted them¬ 
felves a little, which they might not attain, and that it 
would be eafy to make themfelves equal the Patricians 
in honours, as well as they did in merit. The firfl: ftep 
they thought proper to take, was to caufe Licinius an.d 
Sextius to be eledted Tribunes of the People, in order 
to open themfelves a way to all the other dignities by 
the means of that magiftracy. 

* L. Papirius. 

L. Menenius, &c. a.r.379 

Ser. Sulpicius, &c. 373.* 

C. Licinius and L. Sextius fignalized their entrance 
into the Tribunefhip by propofingfeveral tews, all in; 
favour of the people, and contrary to the interefts of 
the- Senate. The firfl; regarded the debts, and enact¬ 
ed that interefl: of debts, which had already been paid,, 
fhould be deducted from the principal, and that the 
remainder fhould be difcharged in three years at three 
equal annual payments. By the fecond, all private 
perfons whatfoever were prohibited to poffefs more, 
than five hundred acres -f of land ; and it ordained, 
that all the land, over and above that quantity in the 

-K 

* Thefe Military Tribunes are not mentioned by Livy, but we find 
them in Diodorus Siculus. 

f The acre [Jugemm] was two hundred and forty feet long, and 
fixfcore in breadth. Quint, 1 , i, Inftit. c. 9. Var. 1 ,1, de re Ruft. c. 10. 

poffefiion 
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A.R. 379-pofleffion of individuals, fhould be taken from them, 
An * c * and diftributed amongft thofe who had none. By the 
373 ' third, it was decreed, that Military Tribunes fhould 
be elected no longer, but that the afiemblies fhould 
proceed as formerly, to the eledion of Confuls, of 
which one for the future fhould always be a Plebeian. 
Never had fo great a concern divided the two orders of 
the Commonwealth. It was attacking the Senate at 
once in whatever mankind moll ardently defire, poflef¬ 
fion of lands, money and honours. The whole body 
of the Patricians rofe up againft thefe propofals. The 
People on their fide fupported the Tribunes with ar¬ 
dour. The city was in an univerfal tumult. Difcord 
reigned univerfally: and even families were divided 
againft themfelves, every one taking fide according to 
their views and interefts. 

The Senators, terribly alarmed by a kind of confpi- 
racy, fo violent and general, which they had fo little 
expeded, held many affemblies as well public as pri¬ 
vate, and after many and long deliberations, they 
found no other remedy for the evil, with which they 
were threatened, than to engage the Tribunes of the 
People to oppofe the demand of their collegues. This 
was a refource from which they had already derived 
great advantages, and which proved fuccefsful at this 
time. When Licinius and Sextius propofed the read¬ 
ing of their laws, and began to call upon the Tribes 
to pafs them by their fuffrages, the Triounes, who had 
been brought over by the Senate, immediately rofe up, 
and declared in form that they oppofed it. The two 
Tribunes renewed the fame attempt in feveral affem- 
blies, and always with as little fuccefs. The oppofi- 
tion of afingle Tribune, which confifted only in one 
word, Veto, “ I forbid it, I oppofe it,” was of fuch 
force, that, without being obliged to give his reafons 
for it, it equally put a flop to the refolutions of the 
Senate, and the proceedings of his collegues the Tri¬ 
bunes. 

The Laws were believed to be entirely rejeded. 
Sextius then faid, addreffing himfelf to the Patricians t 

4 ‘ Since ' 
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« Since you are for giving fo much weight to the op- AJfc. 379. 
“ pofition of the Tribunes, it is well; we confent to ” 7 ‘ 3> * 
«« it, and lhall make ule of the fame weapon for the 
“ defence of the People. Call then, Fathers, affem- 
“ blies for the election of Military Tribunes when 
“ you pleafe. I lhall take care that you lhall not be 
“ fo much delighted with the word Veto (I oppose) 

“ which you now hear with fo much pleafure from 
“ the mouths of our collegues.” Their menaces were 
not without effect. No affemblies were held, except 
for the election of JEdiles and Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple. Licinius and Sextius, who were continued in the 
office of Tribunes, fuffered no Curule magiftrates to be 
created. The commonwealth continued five years 
complete in that fituation, after which the Tribunes 
of the People confented, that Military Tribunes Ihould 
be elected, and troops raifed, to aid the Tufculans be- 
fieged by the inhabitants of Velitrae. The enemy 
were defeated, and the fiege of Tufculum raifed. Ve- 
litrte was afterwards befieged. The next year Military 
Tribunes were alfo ele&ed. 

M. Fabius, &c'. a -R- 3 s6 - 

’ Ant. c. 

The fiege of Velitrae, where the army was, went on 3<55 ' 
very llowly. A more important affair ingrolfed the 
attention of the public. Sextius and Licinius, who 
had been continued in the Tribunefliip for the eighth 
time, had found means to caufe Fabius Ambullus, 
Licinius’s father-in-law, to be elefted one of the Mili¬ 
tary Tribunes. Encouraged by fo powerful a fupport, 
and become, by long experience, very ’ dexterous in 
managing the People, they promifed themfelves a 
fpeedy and happy fuccefs of their undertaking, and 
wearied the principal Senators, in the affemblies, with 
the warm interrogations they inceffantly made them. 

“ Would you dare to demand, faid they, whilft only 
“ two acres of land are affigned the People for their 
“ whole eftate, that you Ihould be permitted to have 
more than five hundred; that each of you Ihould 

“ alone 
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tc alone pofiefs almoft as much as three hundred citi- 
u zens together, whilft a Plebeian has fcarce room 
“ enough for a little houle and a grave ? And would 
“ you have the people betrayed and crulhed by ufury, 

“ inftead of difcharging themfelves by paying only 
“ the principal of their debts, continue to be laid in 
<£ irons, and given up to flavery and punilhment •, that 
“ crowds of them lhould every day be adjudged to 
“ their mercilefs creditors ; that the homes of the 
<c nobility lhould be filled with prifoners, and that 
“ the houfe of every Patrician lhould be a private 
“ goal ?” 

They added, “ That the only remedy for fo many 
evils, was to pafs a law, that for the future one of the 
Confuls lhould neceflarily be chofen out of the people, 
who might be the agent of their counfels, and the pro¬ 
testor of their liberty. That what had happened in 
refpeSt to the Military Tribunelhip, to which no Ple¬ 
beian had been admitted during more than forty years, 
though the entrance had all that time been open to 
them by the laws, inftruSted them, that the choice of 
a Plebeian Conful ought not be left to the freedom of 
fuffrages. That they ought not to reckon Kings truly 
expelled Rome, and their liberty eftablilhed upon firm 
and folid foundations, till the People were in allured 
pofleffion of the Confullhip •, becaufe till then they 
would not be in a ftate of perfeft equality with the 
Patricians, and divide with them all that diftinguilhed 
them hitherto from the People, command, honours, 
military glory, and nobility: advantages, which from 
thenceforth they would begin to enjoy themfelves, 
and would tranfmit with ftill greater luftre to their 
pofterity.” 

When the Tribunes faw, that this kind of difcourfe 
was favourably received, they propofed a new law, 
which was, that inftead of Duumviri, Decemviri might 
be appointed for keeping the books of the Sibyls ; 
that is to fay, ten priefts inftead of two, of whom half 
lhould be chofen out of. the order of the People, and 
the other half out of the Senators. They could carry 
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no point this year. Sextius and Licinius were con¬ 
tinued in the Tribunefhip. 

T. Quintius. A.R. 387 

Ser. Cornelius, Sec. Ant. c. 

3 6j. 

From the beginning of the year, the difpute con¬ 
cerning the laws was urged to the laft extremity. The 
Senators perceived, that the two Tribunes, authors of 
the laws, were refolved to go through with them, not- 
withftanding the oppofition of their collegues. Truly 
alarmed at To tenacious a perfeverance, they had re- 
courfe to the two laft refuges of the ftate, the Di&ator- 
fhip, andCamillus. Camillus appointed L. iEmilius 
general of the horfe. The two Tribunes on their ftde 
armed themfelves with courage againft fo terrible an 
oppofttion, and prepared to contend for the People 
with invincible conftancy. The Dictator, furrounded 
by a troop of Patricians, entered the Forum, and feem- 
ed to breathe nothing but terror and menaces. The 
attack began at firft between the Tribunes 3 the one 
fide propofing, and the other prohibiting the laws 3 
but with this difference, the latter had only the privi¬ 
lege of their office for them, whereas every thing fa¬ 
voured the former, the nature of the laws themfelves, 
and the inclination of thofe to whom they were pro- 
pofed. The firft tribes called upon to give their fuf- 
frages, accepted them without hefitation, in the ufual 
form. * “ Let it be according to your propofal.” 
Camillus then broke filence : “ Romans, faid he, fince 
“ the licentioufnefs, and not the authority, of your 
“ Tribunes governs you, and you now aboliih the 
“ right of oppofition, which you formerly obtained 
by your retreat to the facred mountain, in the fame 
“ violent manner as you acquired it 3 in quality of 
“ Diftator I fhall take upon me the defence of it, as 
“ well for your intereft, as that of the Common- 
“ wealth. If Licinius and Sextius will comply with 
“ the oppofition of their collegues, I fhall not inter- 

# Uti rogas, that is, Fiat, uti rogas. 

“ pofe 
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A.R. 387. « pofe my authority in your aflemblies, and lhall 
“ leave you to proceed in them with entire liberty: 
“ But if your Tribunes prefume to aft here, as in a city 
“ taken by ftorm. I lhall not fuffer the Tribunitian 
“ power to work its own deftruftion.” As the Tri¬ 
bunes, with a contemptuous air, purfued their point, 
Camillus ordered his Liftors to clear the Forum, and 
threatened to lift all the youth, and to march them im¬ 
mediately out of the city. This menace alarmed the 
multitude exceffively, but only enflamed the courage 
of their leader. 

Before viftory declared for either fide, Camillus ab¬ 
dicated the Diftatorlhip, whether on account of his 
great age, or perhaps remembering his banilhment, 
he was unwilling to enter into new conflifts with a fu¬ 
rious people 3 or which feems moft probable to Livy, 
becaule he had been informed, that there had been 
fome defeft in the manner of taking the aufpices, when 
he was created Diftator. It is fufficiently known to 
what an height of fuperftition the Romans carried thele 
fcrupulous obfervations. If the augur, in his prepara¬ 
tory prayers, pronounced one fingie word inftead of 
another, if he omitted any of the formalities prefcribed 
for this ceremony, and the number of them was great; 
it fufficed for declaring void the deliberations or elec¬ 
tions made in confequence of that aft of religion. 
Certain authors however, according to Livy, attri¬ 
buted the abdication of Camillus to a fine of* five 
i* 5 oL° Ut hundred thoufand Afles, which the people, on the 
fieri. motion of the Tribunes, laid on him in cafe he exercifed 
any funftion of his office. But what feems to refute 
this manner of relating the faft, is his accepting the 
Diftatorlhip again ; and that at a time, when the af¬ 
fair of the Confulffiip was not determined. Befides 
-j- which, we fee, that in all the warmeft divifions 
which afterwards arofe, the authority of the Diftator- 
Ihip was always refpefted, and not the leaft attempt 

f Quoadufque ad memoriam noftram Tribunitiis Confularibufque 
certatum viribuseft, Di&aturas Temper alt ills fafiigium fuit. Liv. 
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ever made in violation of it. However it were, ano- A. R. 387 
ther Dictator was declared almoft immediately after- A “ 6 t ' c * 
wards: this was P. Manlius. 

During this iliort interval fome affemblies of the 
People were held, in which a diverfity of intereft and 
tafte between the People and the Tribunes was per¬ 
fectly manifeft with refpedt to the feveral heads of the 
law in queftion. The latter had properly no other 
view, than to open themfelves a way to the Conful¬ 
fhip, and propofed the diftribution of lands, and the 
reduction of debts firft, only to pafs the laft article by 
the help of the other two, and to intereft the People 
to that effedt: it was for this reafon they had agreed 
to tack the three propofals together. The multitude, 
on the contrary, who paffionately defired the diftribu¬ 
tion of lands, and relief in refpedt to their debts, were 
next to indifferent about the Confulfhip, which could 
never regard any but the moft powerful of their order. 
Accordingly in the affemblies held on that head, the 
two firft points were received, and the third, relating 
to the Confulfhip of., the Plebeians, J rejedted. The 
affair would have terminated in this manner, if the 
Tribunes had not declared, that they would not fepa- 
rate the three articles in deliberation, and that it was 
neceffary to refolve to pafs them all together. The 
Didtator Manlius feemed to give an advantage to the 
People, by appointing a Plebeian his general of the 
horfe, of which there had been no example till then. 

He chofe C. * Licinius, who had been Military Tri¬ 
bune. The Senators were exceedingly offended on 
that occafion. The affair was not terminated this 
year. When the queftion was to create Tribunes of 
the People for the enfuing year, Licinius and Sextius, 
diffatisfied with the indifference the multitude had ex- 
prefled for their perfonal intereft, in affecting an un- 
willingnefs to be continued, a died and fpoke in effect 

X The form was, Antiquo : that is as much as to fay, “ antiqua 
probo, nihil novi ifatui voio.” 

# * Plutarch erroneoufly confounds him with C. Licinius Stolo, Fa- 
bius’s fon-in-law. 
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A.R. 387. in the moft proper manner for making the People 
An g- C- grant what they moil ardently defirea, though they 
3 5 ’ feemed to refufe it. They reprefen ted, “ That this 
was the ninth year they had been in arms againft the 
Patricians, not without great danger to their own per- 
fons, but without any advantage to the public. That 
they every day faw both the laws they had propoied, 
and the whole force of the Tribunitian authority, lofe 
ground through the various artifices of their enemies, 
and ftill more through the foftnefs and indolence of the 
People. That, if they would, they might fee in an 
inftant, on the one fide the city delivered from mer- 
cilefs creditors, and on the other the lands taken from 
thofe who pofTeffed them unjuftly. But that fuch im¬ 
portant fervices well deferved fome acknowledgment 
for thofe who did them, and that it did not confift 
with the generofity of the Roman people to be atten¬ 
tive folely to their own interefts, and to negledt thofe 
of their defenders, by excluding them from honours 
and dignities. That therefore it was proper for them 
previoufly to deliberate amongft themfelves upon the 
choice they fhould think fit to make, and afterwards 
declare their opinion in the afiembly for the election 
of Tribunes. That if they refolved to accept the three 
heads of the law together, they might continue them 
in the Tribunefhip : but that otherwife, it was ufelefs 
to expofe them for no end to the malice and hatred of 
the Patricians.” 

Whilft the reft of the Senators were {truck mute 
with amazement on hearing a difcourfe fo full of bold- 
nefs and arrogance, Appius Claudius CrafTus, the De¬ 
cemvir’s grandfon, broke filence, not fo much with 
hopes of fuccefs, as to vent the juft indignation which 
he could no longer contain, and exprefted himfelf much 
to the following effedt. “ I am not ignorant, Romans, 
“ of the ufual objection to our family in refpedt to its 
“ attachment to the Senate, and its oppofition to the 
“ People. But I know alfo, that as full of refpedt 
“ and gratitude for the auguft body which has adopt- 
“ ed it as it has always been, it never wanted zeal for 

“ the 
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“ the true interefts of the People, though it has fome- 
“ times been forced to declare againft their delires, or 
“ rather againft the injuftice of thofewho abufed their 
“ credulity and confidence. And it is to this fad ne- 
“ ceflity I am now reduced. Can one, whether a 
“ Patrician or Plebeian, fee without indignation the 
“ defpotic power which Sextius and Liciriius • have 
“ exercifed over you for nine years fucceflively ? Is 
“ there any thing dearer to you than your liberty ? 
** And yet they have the boldnefs to deprive you of 
“ it, and to declare plainly, that they will not leave 
“ you the freedom of fuffrage in your affemblies and 
“ deliberations. You are not to continue us in the 
“ Tribunefhip, fay they, but upon a certain condi- 
“ tion •, and that modeft condition is, that you fhall 
“ accept our laws all together, whether they pleafe 
“ you or no, whether they appear ufeful to you, or 
“ pernicious. Could the Tarquins themfelves talk in 
“ a more abfolute ftrain ? Either receive the whole, 
“ or I propofe nothing. This is not unlike offering 
“ a man preffed with hunger bread and poifon, and 
“ obliging him either to take both together, or neither 
“ the one nor the other. If fome Patrician, or which 
“ is ftill more odious to fome people, if fome Clau- 
“ dius, fhould hold fuch difeourfes to you, would yotl 
“ fuffer it, Romans ? And will you always then be 
“ more attentive to the perfons who fpeak than things 
“ in themfelves ; will you always be inclined to re- 
“ ceive favourably what your own magiftrates pro- 
“ pofe, and to rejedl every thing from ours ? For to 
<c come to the point, does not the article of the lav/, 
“ which you refufe to accept, and your Tribunes infift 
“ upon fo ftrongly, tend direCtly to deprive you of 
“ the freedom of your fuffrages ? They are for oblige 
“ ing you neceffarily to eleft one of the two Confuls 
“ out of the Plebeians: In confequence of which, 
“ fhould conjunctures arife, wherein the good of the 
“ ftate required that two Patricians fhould be created, 
“ you would not be at liberty to chufe them. If your 
“ Sextius on one fide, and the great Camillus with 
Vot. II. “ another 
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A.r. 387.« another Patrician on the other, demanded the Con- 
“ fullhip, you would be obliged, however againft your 
« c will, to cleft Sextius, and Camillus would run the 
“ rifque of being rejefted. You may, if you pleafe, 
“ chufe two Plebeians Confuls, but not two Patri- 
“ cians. Is this eftablilhing the perfeCt equality, fo 
“ much boafted of by your Tribunes, between the 
“ two orders of the ftate ? But, by this new regula- 

tion, what becomes of the aufpices, upon which all 
«• our ceremonies, enterprizes, and religion, are 
“ founded, which are as ancient as Rome itfelf, and 
“ have always been in the hands of the Patricians ? 
“ What fignifies it, fays fomebody, whether the 
S£ chickens eat, whether they come fooner or later out 
££ of their coop, and whether the birds ling or not ? 
s£ * Thefe are petty obfervances. Agreed they are fo: 
“ but it was by not defpifing thefe petty things, that 
££ our anceftors raifed Rome to its prefent height 
“ of greatnefs. As for us, we now profane all the 
“ ceremonies of religion, as if we had no occafion for 
“ the favour and protection of the Gods. Thefe, Ro- 
<£ mans, are things that merit your ferious attention. 
“ Whatever refolution you may take, I hope the Gods 
i£ will profper and render it for the good of the Com- 
“ monwealth.” 

Appius’s fpeech had no other effect than to defer the 
holding of the affembly for paffing the law. The Tri¬ 
bunes wer’e re-elected for the tenth time, and confined 
themfelves to paffing the law concerning the Decem¬ 
viri, or ten keepers of the Sibyl’s books. Five of 
them were elefted out of the Patricians, and the other 
five out of the People. This feemed to them a ftep 
towards attaining the Confulfhip. Contented with 
this vidtory, they agreed to the election of Military 
Tribunes. 

* Parva funt haec : fed parva ifta non contemnendo, majores noftra 
maximum hanc rem fecerunt. Nunc nos, tanquani jam nihil pace 
Deorum opus fit, omnes ceremonias polluimus. Liv, 


A, 


A. & M. CORNELII, &c. Mil. Trib. 

A. & M. CORNELII, II. &C. 

The fiege of Velitrae, which had been fpun out to 
fome length, gave little pain, becaufe there was no 
reafon to doubt its fuccels. A more juft alarm fud- 
denly ljpread, and gave the city great difquiet. Cer¬ 
tain advice came that the Gauls were advancing by 
long marches towards Rome, to avenge the defeat of 
their countrymen. 

The fear of a misfortune like the former fufpended 
al enmity, and the public good was the foie objedt of 
great and fmall. Without any delay, Camillus, al¬ 
ways confidered in times of danger as the tutelary ge¬ 
nius of Rome, was eledted Didlator for the fifth time: 
he was then almoft fourfcore years old. Notwithftand- 
ing which, feeing the necefiity and great danger of the 
Commonwealth, he made no excufes as before, but 
accepted that office without hefitation, and aflembled 
his army. 

As he knew by experience that the principal force 
of the Gauls confifted in their fwords, which they ufed 
after the manner of Barbarians, that is to fay, heavily 
and without addrefs, cutting downright before them, 
he caufed helmets of well-poliffied fteel to be given to 
moft of his troops, in order that they might either 
break the fwords of the enemy, or make them only 
glance without effedt: he caufed alfo their bucklers to 
be bound round the edges with borders of iron, wood 
not being ftrong enough to refill the blows : and laft- 
ly, he taught them to ufe long javelins, and by thruft- 
ing them under the fwords of the Barbarians, to pre¬ 
vent their downright blows. 

The Gauls were already upon the banks of the river 
Anio, with an army fo laden with booty, that it could 
fcarce march. Camillus took the field at the head of 
his troops, and encamped upon an hill of a very eafy 
declivity with many hollow places upon it, fo that the 
greateft part of his army was not feen, and the reft 
feemed to have retired to the eminences through fear. 

Q^2 To 
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To confirm the enemy ftill more in that opinion, he 
took no care to repulfe them when their parties came 
to forage at the very foot of the hill •, but kept clofe 
in his camp, which he had intrenched with great care. 
When he faw molt of their troops diiperfed for forage, 
and thofe that remained in their camp, full of meat 
and v/ine, and fcarce in a condition to fight, he de¬ 
tached his light-armed infantry before day to infult 
them, and at day-break made his heavy-armed troops 
march down into the plain, where he drew them up in 
order of battle. They were very numerous, and full 
of ardour, contrary to the expectation of the Barba¬ 
rians, who believed them no great body, and much 
difcouraged. 

The firft thing that daunted the Gauls, was to fee, 
that the Romans dared attack them without being 
forced to fight. The light-armed foot charged them 
before they could either poll themfelves, or draw up 
in battle, pufiied them vigoroufly, and forced them 
to fight in their diforder. Camillus in the mean time, 
with the main body of the army, attacked them with 
impetuofity. The Barbarians advanced fiercely to 
meet him with their fwords lifted up. But the Romans 
flopped them with their javelins, and as they oppofed 
their llrokes with bodies covered all over with iron, 
the fwords of the Gauls bent and loft their edges. For 
as their temper was foft, and the iron of which they 
were made little hammered, thofe eflfedts were eafy 
and in a manner neceftary. . Befides which their buck¬ 
lers, pierced through and ftuck with the javelins that 
continued hanging in them, were fo heavy when the 
Romans drew them back, that not being able to hold 
them up any longer, they abandoned their own arms 
in order to throw themfelves upon thofe of the enemy, 
and to pull their javelins out of their hands: at which 
time the Romans, feeing them uncovered, employed 
their fwords with fuccefs. They cut the firft ranks 
to pieces : the reft fled, and difperfed themfelves over 
the plain, without any thoughts of retiring to their 
camp, which they had taken no care to intrench, lb 
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fnre did they believe themfelves of vidtory. The ho¬ 
nour of a triumph was granted the Didtator. 

This battle is faid to have been fought twenty-three 
years after the taking of Rome, and to have been the 
firft fuccefs that encouraged the Romans not to fear 
the Gauls, who till then had been very terrible to them. 
For they were perfuaded, that the firft victories they 
had gained over them, were not the effedt of their 
valour, but of fome unforefeen accidents, and elpe- 
cially of the difeafes, which had weakened the army 
of the Barbarians. Their fear of them was fo great, 
that in the law which difpenfed with the going to war 
of priefts, thofewith the Gauls were excepted. * Ci¬ 
cero, where he obferves that Gaul from the beginnings 
of the empire, had always appeared very formidable 
to Rome in the eyes of the judicious, adds, that it was 
not without the peculiar providence of the Gods, na¬ 
ture had fortified Italy with the Alps as with a barrier 
and intrenchment. For, fays he, if that entrance had 
been open to the multitude of fo barbarous a nation 
as the Gauls, Rome had never been the feat and ca- 
pital of the greateft empire of the univerfe. 

This vidtory over the Gauls was the laft military 
exploit of Camillus : the taking of Velitras was a meer 
effedt of this expedition, which place furrendered with¬ 
out fighting. But he had a terrible conflidt ftilj. to 
fuftain at Rome. 

The Tribunes confidered the vidtory lately gained 
over the enemies of the ftate as nothing, except them¬ 
felves obtained one alfo over thofe whom they regard¬ 
ed as their domeftic enemies, that is to fay, over the 
Patricians. The Senate, the better to make head a- 
gainft them, prevailed upon Camillus not to divefc 
himfelf immediately of the Didtatorlhip, in hopes that 
by the help of his fupreme authority he might contend 

* Nemo fapienter de rep. noftra cogitavit jam inde a principio hujus 
imperii, quin Galliam maxime timendam hu'ic imperio putaret.——* 
Alpibus Italiam munierat ante natura non line aliquo divino numine. 
Nam ii ille aditus immanitati multitudinique patuitfet, nunqi^m hcec 
urbs fummo imperio domicilium ac fedem praebuiiTet. Cic* orat. de 
Prc-Conf. n. 33 & 34. 
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more fuccefsfully with the Tribunes. The Forum 
was the field of battle, where the two Orders of the 
State, like armies drawn up on both fides under their 
refpeftive leaders, were upon the point of deciding 
the mod important affair that had ever been tranfafted 
in the affembly of the Roman People. The Tribunes, 
determined to conquer orperifh,propofed their law with 
an intrepid and triumphant air, and called upon the 
Tribes to give their fuffrages. Camillus, furrounded 
with the whole Senate, oppofes their proceedings, and 
prevents the people from voting. It was hoped, that 
Camillus’s perfonal authority, and that of his office, 
would reduce the multitude to reafon. But the Dic- 
tatorfhip, too often employed, had loft abundance of 
the credit which it had acquired at firft by the Angu¬ 
larity of the office, and the fovereign authority annex¬ 
ed to it. Sextius and Licinius regarded no longer 
either the laws, or the firft dignity of the Common- ‘ 
wealth. An horrible noife and tumult arofe through¬ 
out the whole Forum, which feemed to denounce an 
approaching and bloody aftion. And indeed the affair 
feemed incapable of terminating otherwife, if the Dic¬ 
tator had been as warm and violent as the Tribunes. 
He quitted the Forum, without quitting his office 
however, and taking the Senators with him, went to 
the Capitol. There, he implored the Gods to appeafe 
fo great a diforder, and to avert the fatal effects of it. 
He made a vow to build a temple to Concord, as foon 
as the troubles fhould be appeafed. 

When the Senate came to deliberate upon the occa- 
fion, diverfity of opinions occafioned great debates; 
but at laft the gentleft and wifeft prevailed. This was, 
to comply with the People, and to permit them to 
chufe one of the Confuls out of their own body. As 
foon as the Diftator had pronounced that decree in full 
affembly, it gave the People fo much joy, that they 
were reconciled that inftant with the Senate, and ac¬ 
companied Camillus to his houfe with great acclama¬ 
tions and applaufes. The Confulfhip had been infti- 
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tuted ah hundred and forty-three years before this law A - R -3 88 * 
for admitting the Plebeians into it. ' 

The next day the Senate and People afiembled, and 
decreed that to accomplifli Camillus’s vow, and preferve 
the remembrance of this happy reconciliation, the 
temple of Concord fhould be built in a place in fight 
of the Forum and Comitium : That a day fhould be 
added to the feftival called Ferite Latinas, which from 
thenceforth fhould continue four days : That without 
lofing a moment’s time facrifices fhould be offered in 
all the temples, and that every Roman without ex» 
ception fhould that day wear a wreath of flowers. 

Camillas afterwards held the affembly for the elec¬ 
tion of Confuls, and Marcus iEmilius was elected on 
the fide of the Patricians, and L. Sextius on that of 
the People. 

Thus ended the warmeft and moil violent divifion 
that had hitherto arofe between the Senate and People. 

It.muff be confefled, that if the Commonwealth had 
at that time had a Dictator as violent, and as obfti- 
nately tenacious of his purpofe as the two Tribunes of 
the People were, it muff have come to blows, to cut¬ 
ting of throats, and extinguifhing divifions in .the 
blood of the citizens. The wifdom of the Senate pre¬ 
vented fo fatal an extremity. It is an honour to give 
way in fuch conjunctures. The vanquifhed have then 
glory, and the victorious fhame. 

What a pity it was that the Roman people were not 
enlightened by the knowledge of true religion ! But 
in the midft of their darknefs, how much do they re¬ 
proach us ! When Camillus fees every thing defperate 
on the fide of men, he has recourfe to the Gods, and 
expeCts every thing from their aid. When tranquik. 
lity is re-eflablifhed, the firft care of the whole people 
is to run to the temples, to exprefs their lively and 
inflant gratitude to the fame Gods. 
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M. -TRmii.ius. 

L. Sextius. 

This year was remarkable for the Confullhip of 
what Livy calls a New Man, which term I fhall pre- 
fently explain ; and the inftitution of two new magif- 
tracies, the Praetorfhip and the office of Curule 
JEdiles. .... 

The Romans called him a New Man, novtis home , 
of whofe anceftors none had been in the Curule offices, 
fo called becaufe they gave thofe who exercifed them 
a right to be carried in ivory chairs, and to fit in them 
in the afiemblies. The descendants of thofe, who had 
pahed through thefe charges, were deemed and termed. 
Noble, themfelves, their children, and all their pof- 
terity, and formed at Rome what was called the No¬ 
bility. They had alfo a right to Images •, that is to 
fay, to expofe in the moll confpicuous part of their 
houfes the Images or portraits of fuc.h of their ancef¬ 
tors as had exercifed thofe offices, and to have them 
carried in certain public ceremonies, as in the funerals 
of their relations. Thefe dignities were the Conful- 
Ihip, the Cenforlhip, the Diftatorlhip ; alfo the Curule 
iEdilefhip and Praetorlhip, of which lafb we fhall 
foon fee the inftitution. The divifion which began 
between the Patricians and Plebeians, fubfifted almoft 
on the fame foot between the noble and thofe who were 
not fo, breaking out more or lefs according to the 
difference of times and occafions. 

What I have juft faid helps us to underftand what 
I have repeated in the harangue of Sextius and Lici- 
nius, that the Confullhip was the only thing that was 
wanting to make the People equal the Patricians; that 
it would * put them into poffeffion of all that diftin- 
guilhed the latter; and give them command, honours, 
military glory, and nobility, in common with the Se- 

* Quippe ex ilia die in Plebem ventura omnia, quibus Patricii ex- 
cellant: imperium atque lionorem, gloriam belli, Genus, Nobilita- 
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M. iEMILIUS, L. SEXTIUS, Confuls. 

nators. The People therefore became Noble by the- 
Confulfhip, and all the other Curule offices, but no¬ 
ble Plebeians, diftinguiffied from the Patricians, tho’ 
generally united with them in refpedt to intereft and 
manner of thinking. 

L. Sextius was the firfl Plebeian eledted Confiil. He 
might boaft with more reafon than * Cicero did after¬ 
wards, of having at length, after many conflicts, forced 
the barriers which the nobility had till then laid in the 
way of the Plebeians, and of having rendered the 
Confulfhip no lefs acceffibie to merit than birth. The 
People, in gratitude for an advantage fo honourable to 
their order, granted the Senate permiffion (i) to create 
a new magiftrate to adminifter juftice in the city, who 
was called Praetor. This was a part of the Conful’s 
fundtions difmembered ; avocations abroad often not 
permitting him to difcharge that important part of 
his office. . , , 

The Senate aifo acquired a fecond magiflracy this 
fame year : this was the Curule iEdilefhip. There 
were already two iEdiles eledted out of the People,'of 
whom we have fpoken at the time of their inftitution. 
The latter refufing to adt in making preparation for 
celebrating the great games which Camillus had 
vowed, certain young Patricians took that care upon 
themfelves with joy, and the Senate laid hold of that 
occafion for efcablifhing a new dignity peculiar to their 
own order, which afterwards became very confiderable. 

I fhall have occafion to ex'plain the functions of thefe 
two new offices ; thofe of the Prtetorfhip at the end of 
this book, and of the iEdilefhip in the introduction 
to the next. Spurius Furius, the fon of Camillus, 
was appointed Praetor; and Cn. Quintius Capitolinus 
with P. Cornelius Scipio, iEdiles. The People, not 

* Cum ego tanto intervallo clauftra ifta nobilitatis refregiffem ut 
aditus Confulatum poftbac—non magis nobilitati quam virtuti pate- 
ret j non arbitrabar. See . Pro Murjen. n. 17. 

(1) Others fay, that the Senate would not confirm the ele&ion of 
Sextius, till the Di&ator Camillus, by way of expedient, propofed 
the creation of a Pr/etor, to difcharge the civil functions of Con-' 
ful ? and always to be elected out of the Patricians. 
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to give place to the Senate, created a Plebeian Prtetor 
in procefs of time, and the iEdilefhip became com¬ 
mon alfo to both orders. 

L. Genucius. 

Servilius. 

The three following years were hardly remarkable 
for any thing except the plague, which carried off a 
great number of citizens, feveral magiflrates, and, 
which molt affedted the commonwealth, the great Ca- 
millus, whofe death, though it happened at a very 
advanced age, was (till, with refpedt to the wilhes of 
all Rome, in fome meafure immature, fo highly was 
he efteemed and revered *. He was truly lingular' 
and fuper-eminent in every different condition of his 
fortune. The principal citizen of the commonwealth 
both in war and peace before his banifhment; and ftill 
more illuftrious during it, both from the ardor with 
which Rome, taken by the Gauls, recalled him to her 
aid, and his good fortune of being re-inflated- in his 
country only to re-inflate his country itfelf in her for¬ 
mer condition. Always equal to himfelf, he after¬ 
wards fuflained the lullre of his exalted reputation, 
during the twenty-five years he furvived, and was 
judged worthy of being confidered after Romulus as 
the fecond founder of Rome. 

The plague continuing at Rome, to appeafe the 
Gods, recourfe was had to the ceremony called Ledli- 
flernium, which had been employed but-f-twice hi? 
therto, and confifled in preparing beds in the temples 
of the Gods, in order for offering facrifices and cele¬ 
brating feafts there in honour of them. We have 
fpoken of this folemnity above. 

* Fuit enim vere vir unicus in omni fortuna : princeps pace bello- 
que, priufquam exulatam iret: clarior in exilio, vel defiderio civita- 
tis, quae capta abfentis imploravit opem ; vel felicitate, qua refiitutus 
in patriam fecum patriam ipfam reftituit. Par deinde. per quinque & 
viginti annos (tot enim poftea vixit) titulo tantas glorias fuit, dignuf- 
oue habitus, quem fecundum a Romulo conditorem urbis Romanae 
ierrent. Liv. 

f Livy does not mention the fecond time this ceremony was ufed. 

As 
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As the plague did not ceafe, the games called Ludi -A R* 39 °* 
Scenici were inftituted in honour of the fame Gods, * 

that is to fay, theatrical reprefentations, a new kind 
of diverfion to a warlike people, who till then had no 
other games nor fhews except t'hofe of the Circus. 

Thefe theatrical games, which at their beginning were 
of a grols and rultic fimplicity, have been carried in 
our times, fays Livy, to fuch an excefs and madnefs 
of expence, as the revenues of the moft opulent 
princes would fcarce fuffice to defray. The reader 
may confult what has been faid upon thefe games in 
the Ancient Hiftory, and I fhall have occafion to 
fpeak of them again in the fequel. 

All thefe methods procuring no abatement of the 
evil that grievoufly diftreffed the city, and people’s 
minds being more tormented by the fuperftitious en¬ 
quiry after remedies, than their bodies were by the 
difeafe, fomebody remembered an ancient very odd 
ceremony, for which it is hard to give any reafon. It 
confifted in driving a nail into a temple: Clavum- 
figere. The Volfinians, a people of Etruria, were 
faid to have ufed it of old, for making the number 
of years, and that it palled from them to Rome: 
this nail was called clavis annalis. According to the 
law, this nail was to be driven upon the ides of Sep¬ 
tember, that is to fay the 13 th, by the principal ma- 
giftrate of the commonwealth. On the occafion of 
the plague, which differs from that I have juft re¬ 
lated, a Dictator was exprefsly nominated: this was 
L. Manlius Irnperiofus, who chofe L. Pinarius for his 
general of the horfe. He affixed the nail in the right 
fide of the temple of Jupiter. The difeafe undoubt- Liv. 1.8. 
edly could not hold out againft fo efficacious a remedy. c ' l8 ' 
The fame ceremony was again employed about thirty 
years after, that is to fay, by way of remedy againft 
a ftrange alienation of mind, which was considered as 
the caufe of the multiplication of crimes in the city. 
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Brief defription of the functions of the Praters, mid of 
the manner of adminijiring juftice at Rome. 

TT*has with reafon been faid, that the magistrate 

^ IS A SPEAKING LAW, AND THE LAW A MUTE MA¬ 
GISTRATE. And indeed laws, however excellent they 
may be, not being capable of themfelves to apply 
their decifions to particular cafes, and ftill lefs to make 
themfelves refpedted, would remain withoutforce and ef¬ 
fect, if they did not borrow a voice to ferve them as an 
interpreter to explain their will, and an authority to en¬ 
force obedience to them. Thefe they have from the 
magiftrate, who properly fpeaking is the minifter of the 
law. The People, or the Prince, in a word, the State 
arm him with fovereign power, of which God him- 
felf is the fource and principle, and confides to his 
cares, the fortunes, reputations, and even lives of his 
citizens f, to difpofe of them, not according to his 
pleafure, but the fpirit and intent of the laws. 

Amongft the Romans, the magiftrate peculiarly 
charged with the keeping, maintenance, and execu¬ 
tion of the laws, and the adminiftration of juftice, 
was called the Prtetor. 

In the origin, and according tp the force of the word, 
the name Praetor fignifies commander. It was given 
at firft to the Confuls, and in an ancient law cited 
Pr alt o r by Livy, we find the term Grand Praetor, Maximus 
qui pr*- Praetor, to exprefs the perfon invefted with the firft: 
lw l 3. °® ce °f the ftate. This was afterwards determined 
c . 53. * to fignify a magiftrate, whofe functions were a part 
id. 1. 7. difmembered from thofe of the Conful. 
c ' 13 ' As the Confullhip included the civil and military 
authority, the Praetorfhip alfo united thofe two powers 
in itfelf, though at firft it may appear to have been 

* Vere dici poteft, magiftratum efle loquentem legem, legem autem 
mutum magiftratum. Cic. de leg. 1 . 3. c. 2. 

f Ubi ell fapientia judicis ? In hoc, ut non folum quid pofiit, fed 
etiam quid debeat, ponderet 5 nec quantum permilfum memineret fo¬ 
lum, fed & quatenus commiffum lit. Cic, proRab, Poll. n. 12. 

infti- 
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inftituted principally for adminiftring juftice. Jt is in 
this lacter view, that I lhall confider it in this place. 

For as to military authority, it differed only from the 
Confnlfhip in the Praetor’s being inferior and fubor- 
dinate to the Conful, and receiving his orders, when 
both happened to be in the fame army. 

The adminiftration of juftice was at firft confided to 
the Confuls. But as they had too great a multiplicity 
of affairs upon their hands, and wars often obliged 
them to be abfent from the city, the Patricians pre¬ 
vailed, when the Plebeians were admitted to the Con- 
fulfhip, to have this part of the Confular power con¬ 
fided to a particular magiftrate, to be elected out of 
their order with the name of Praetor. This new of¬ 
fice commenced the 389th year of Rome. An hun¬ 
dred and twenty years after, that is to fay, the 510th 
year of Rome, as the number of its inhabitants was 
much increafed, and abundance of ftrangers refided 
there, which multiplied affairs, a new Praetor was 
created. Of thofe two magiftrates, the one adjudged Liv. Epit 
the differences which arofe between the citizens, and* 9 * 
was called Praetor Urbanus : the other, caufes between 
the citizens and ftrangers, and was called Praetor Pe- 
regrinus. The circumftances in which the fecond 
Praetor was created, give reafon to think, that the 
defign alfo was to give the Conful charged with the 
war againft the Carthaginians an affiftant. And ac¬ 
cordingly that fecond Praetor, the firft year hiftory 
mentions him, accompanied the Conful Lutatius to 
the war, and had even a great ftiare in the famous 
viftory near the iflands iEgates. 

Some few years after the inftitution of the Praetor 
Peregrinus, as the two magiftrates, whofe province it 
was to adminifter, were ftill not enough for trying all 
the caufes, the People, on the motion of the iEbutii, 
two of their Tribunes, inftituted a new tribunal of 
Judges. Five were chofen out of each of the Tribes, 
of which the number was then twenty-five, fo that 
they made in all an hundred and five : but to exprefs 
them in a rounder and more eafy manner, they were 

called 
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called Centumviri; and they retained that name af¬ 
terwards, even when their number rofe to an hundred 
and fourfcore. The Praetor at fir ft referred only the 
moft common affairs to them: but long after, and 
principally under the Emperors, the moft important 
caufes were tried at their tribunal. * Quintilian tells 
us, that in his time the Centumviri, efteeming them- 
felves confiderable judges, expected that the pleadings 
before them lhould be very elaborate, without which 
they believed themfelves treated with contempt. 

Praetors were alfo appointed for adminiftering juf- 
tice in the provinces, in whom the whole authority of 
the government veiled. Their number augmented in 
proportion to the new conquefts made by the Roman 
people. Sicily and Sardinia falling into their hands, 
two new Prsetors were created to govern them the 
525th year of Rome. Two more were created for 
the two Spains, after they were conquered. L. Cor¬ 
nelius Sylla the Dictator added four to their number, 
according to Pighius. 

Whilft Rome had only one Prtetor, the Patricians 
always retained that dignity: the Tribunes would have 
been afhamed to demand, that the Senate fhould be 
entirely divefted of it. But when their number was 
augmented, their ambition awakened, and did not let 
them continue tranquil. Nothing was wanting tq 
compleat their victory over the Patricians except car¬ 
rying this place from them. After many conflifts, 
they had made themfelves mailers of the Curule TEdile- 
Ihip, the Confullhip, the Didlatorfhip, and the Cen- 
forlhip. The Senate, weakened and difcouraged by 
fo many Ioffes, was no longer capable of oppofing 
Liv. 1. s. their enterprizes. It was neceffary to give way, and 
c ' 1S ' to admit the Plebeians alfo to the Praetorlhip. This 
change happened in the 418th year of Rome. 

* Jam quibufdam in judiclis, maximeque capitalibus, & apud Cen- 
tUmviros, ipfi judices exigunt folicitas & accuratas a&iones, contem- 
nique fe, nm in dicendo etiam diligentia appareat, credunt; nec do** 
ceri tantum fed etiam dele&ari volunt. Quin Til. 1 , 4. c, 1. 
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The Praetors, as well as the Confuls, exercifed their 
office one year. They were eleded by the People in 
the affemblies called Comitia Centuriata. Lots de¬ 
termined their provinces. They had almoft all the 
fame enfigns of honour as the Confuls ; the robe bor¬ 
dered with purple, the Curule chair, the Lidors and 
fafces*, two in the city, and f fix in the provinces. 

The Praetor of the city, during the abfence of the 
Confuls, fupplied their place, prefided in the Senate, 
and in all public affairs, and had abundance of other 
prerogatives above their collegues. 

The principal fund ion of the Praetors was the ad- 
miniftration of juftice. They did not try caufes and 
pafs fentence themfelves, at leaft commonly, but they 
prefided at trials, and in all things relating to judi¬ 
cature. 

A certain number of citizens were chofen every 
year to exercife their judiciary fundions in conjundion 
with them. They were eleded, at different times, ' 
out of different bodies of the State. 

At firft none but Senators were chofen judges, and 
certainly they could not be eleded out of a more au- 
guft and venerable body than the Senate was at that 
time. The judges were of the order of Senators, but 
it was not the Senate that paffed judgment. The de¬ 
liberations of that auguft body were confined to the 
affairs of State. 

They continued in the foie poffeffion of the judi¬ 
cature from the foundation of Rome till the palling 
of the law Sempronia by C. Sempronius Gracchus in 
the 630th year of Rome. That Tribune of the Peo- Appiande 
pie, refolving to ruin the authority of the Senate, to bel1 - civ. 
whom he was a declared enemy, undertook to deprive p ' 362 ’ 
them of the adminiftration of juftice, upon pretence 
of the crying injuftice committed by fome Senators, 
who had fuffered themfelves to be corrupted by bribes, 
and had acquitted criminals notorioufly convided of 

* Anteibant Li6lores—ut hie Prsetoribus anteeunt, cum fafeibus 
duobus. Cic. a. in RulL n. 92. 

f Sex Littores circumfiftunt valentifiinn, &c. Verr, 7. n. 151. v 

having 
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having ruined feveral provinces by horrible exaftions, 
Gracchus found no difficulty in fucceeding in his de- 
fign, and transferred the adminiftration of juftice from 
the ofder of Senators to that of the Knights, which 
was a kind of middle order between the Patricians 
and Plebeians. Thefe judges were in number three 
hundred, as the Senators had been whom they fuc- 
ceeded. 

From the law Sempronia to the death of Csefar and 
the times that fucceeded it, there had been many va¬ 
riations in refpeft to the choice of judges. The 
Knights did not Iona: engrofs the foie adminiftration 
of juftice. They were fometimes obliged to divide 
it, and fometimes excluded from it. Pompey added 
a third order of judges : thefe were the Tribunes, or 
keepers of the treafury, Tribuni /Krarii. Casfar at 
length afiociated the Centurions with them, and An¬ 
tony carried things to fuch an excefs, as to give even 
private foldiers admittance to this office. Juftice was 
beft adminiftered, when the two orders of Senators 
and Knights were afiociated as Judges. 

It is remarkable, that in all times when diforder 
and licentioufnefs were not exceffive, peculiar atten¬ 
tion was had, not only to the merit and probity, but 
the eftate and fortune of the judges ; no doubt with 
the view of fparing them the temptation of being 
corrupted by prefents, to which they might have 
been expofed, if their domeftic affairs were in a bad 
condition. 

The Praetor chofe the judges yearly out of the Or¬ 
der, and to the number direfted either by the law or 
cuftom aftually in force. The lift on which the names 
of the judges who were to aft for one year were fet 
down, was called Decuria. The Preetor afterwards 
diftributed them into claffes, according to different 
matters, and kinds of trial, which were alfo exprefled 
in the law. This divifion was determined by lot. 

There were two kinds of trials. The one related 
to civil affairs, the caufes of private perfons, Judicia 
privata: the others had a direft or indireft relation 
* to 
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co the interefts of the public, Judicia publics. The 
Prtetors at firft took cognizance only of private af¬ 
fairs : The people referved others to themfelves. They 
appointed commifTionet's to prefide in this kind of 
caufes, who were called Quaefitores, Quteftores: in 
which the magiftrate himfelf brought thele affairs be¬ 
fore the People. Private caufes were very feldom 
brought before them. 

The * magistrates iifually, for they only had that 
right, cited perfons accufed of different crimes that 
had always fome relation, direct or indirect, to the 
State, before the tribunal of the People. The great 
Camillus though innocent, was fummoned before it 
by the Tribunes as having appropriated part of the 
fpoils of Veii to his own advantage. 

The proper objedt of this Tribunal of the People 
was what was called crimen.perduellionis , a crime againft 
the State : which included whatfoever infringed the 
public liberty, and proceeded from a fpirit of enmity 
to the State. Perduellio was an old word, that figni- 
fied hoftis , enemy. Some authors confound this crime 
with that called crimen majejtatis. 

The ufuai punilhments inflifted were fines, banifh- 
ment, and death. With whatever warmth the Ro¬ 
man People perlecuted a citizen, who was become 
odious to them, for having oppoled their fuppofed in¬ 
terefts with too much vigour, they were very mode¬ 
rate in their condemnations, which feldom exceeded 
a fine. 

The word Banifhment was not exprefsly ufed either 
in their laws or trials. The perfon condemned was 
only “ prohibited the ufe of fire and water,” which 
neceffarily implied banifhment. The People fuffered 
the accufed to prevent judgment, even when it ex¬ 
tended to death, and to exempt himfelf from it, by 
retiring into voluntary banifhment. This made f Ci¬ 
cero 

* I include the Tribunes of the People in this term, though pro* 
perly fpeaking, according to Plutarch, they were not magiftrates. 

f Exilium non fupplicium eft, fed perfugium portufque fupplicii. 
Nam qui volunt pcenam aliquam fubterfugere, aut- qalanxitatem, ear 
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cero fay, that exile was not punifhment, but a port, 
an afylum, where the accufed found fecurity againft 
punifhment. The cafes however are to be excepted 
from this indulgence, whereby the public liberty was 
endangered : for then they fhut their eyes to all other 
objefts, and gave intirely into juft feverity, as in the 
affair of Manlius, and others of the like nature. 

It appears from Livy, that a Roman citizen was 
not imprifoned, till he had been firft heard and con¬ 
demned. 

Criminals were put to death either by cutting off 
their heads with the axes carried by the Lictors; cru¬ 
cifixion, which was the punifhment of flaves ; ftrang- 
ling ; or being thrown from the Tarpeian rock. In 
the two firft cafes the prifoner was always fcourged 
with rods before execution. The fcourging and cru- 
cifixion of Jesus Christ, which had been clearly 
foretold in the fcriptures, could not have happened, 
if he had not been tried by the Roman magiftrate. 
For the law of Mofes did not inflift thofe two punifh- 
ments upon the Ifraelites. 

As to thofe condemned to be ftrangled, they were 
executed within the prifon. Officers, called Trium¬ 
viri, had the general direction of the prifons, and took 
care, that every thing palled in them with due order. 
Valerius Maximus relates a very Angular faft upon this 
fubjeft. A woman of ingenuous birth had been con¬ 
demned to be ftrangled, probably either for adultery 
or poifoning. The Praetor delivered her up to the 
Triumvir, who caufed her to be carried to prifon, in 
order to her being put to death. The goaler, who was 
ordered to execute her, took compaffion upon her, and 
could not refolve to put her to death. He chofe there¬ 
fore to let her die of hunger. Befides which he fuf- 
fered her daughter to fee her in prifon; taking care 
however, that fhe brought her nothing to eat. As 
this continued many days, he was furprized that the 


folum vertunt—& confugiunt quafi ad aram in exilium—Itaque nulla 
inJege noitra reperietur, ut apud cseteras civitates, maleficium ullum 
gxilio eiie multatum. Prp Cje cin , n, ‘100. 
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prifoner lived fo long without eating, and fufpe&ing 
die daughter, upon watching her, he difcovered that 
lhe nourifhed her mother with her own milk. Amazed 
at fo pious and at the fame time fo ingenious an in¬ 
vention, he told the fa£t .to the Triumvir, and the 
Triumvir to the Pnetor, who believed the thing me¬ 
rited relating in the affembly of the People. The Plin. Hid. 
criminal was pardoned : a decree was palled that the *•?• 3 6 - 
mother and daughter Ihould be fubfifted for the reft 
of their lives at the expence of the public, and that 
a temple facred to Piety Ihould be erefted near the 
prifon. 

I Ihould alk pardon for the length of this narration; 
but the Angularity of the fa£t drew me into it almoft 
againft my will. 

In the early times of Rome, juftice was admi- 
niftred there much in the manner I have related hi¬ 
therto : for I have omitted many circumftances. 

Things fubfifted in this condition a confiderable length 
of time. The two Praetors, who remained in the city, 
prefided at trials of private and civil affairs, the one 
between the citizens, as they expreffed themfelves; 
the other between the citizens and ftrangers. The 
four afterwards added for the provinces, as. loon as 
they were nominated by the People, fet out each for 
that which had fallen to him by lot. 

A' change happened in the manner of adminiftring 
juftice in criminal affairs, when what was called “ per¬ 
petual queftions or enquiries into crimes,” qiiaftiones 
perpetu^ were inftituted. The date of them is not 
certain. They were fo called, becaufe the law pre- 
fcribed the principles, which were regularly and inva¬ 
riably to be followed in trying certain matters of a 
public nature therein expreffed; whereas before, when 
any of thofe matters was brought to a trial, a new 
law was neceffary for prefcribing the form, and fix¬ 
ing the principles, to be obferved in it. The two 
Praetors for the city continued to exercife their jurif- 
dicftion there as before. The four others no longer 
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fet out for their provinces immediately after their elec¬ 
tion as formerly, but continued an whole year in 
Rome, where they exercifed their jurifdi&ion in ref- 
peft to public affairs, which were at firft reduced to 
four heads, or crimes: Repetundarum , oppreffive ex¬ 
actions : Ambitus , making corrupt intereft for offices: 
Majejiatis , treafon: Peculatus ., embezzling the pub¬ 
lic money. Repetund<e was robbing private perfons •, 
and Peculatus the public. The fix Praetors drew lots 
for thefe different functions, as well civil as criminal. 
After the four laft had exercifed them during an year 
at Rome, they went to their refpeCtive provinces, 
which alfo fell to them by lot, and governed there as 
fovereigns, uniting the military command with the 
adminiftration of juftice during a fecond year under 
the title of Propraetors. 

The number of perpetual queftions, that is to fay, 
caufes relating to the interefts of the public, multi¬ 
plying, the number of Praetors was alfo augmented, 
and Sylla added two or four to the fix, who had been 
inftituted before. 

After what has been faid upon the choice of judges, 
and the. diverfity of trials, it is time for the Praetor to 
exercife his office. ' 

As foon as he entered upon it, he declared by a 
public edidt, which was called Edibium Perpetuum , 
upon what principles of Right caufes were to be tried 
during the year of his Praetorffiip. This was infti¬ 
tuted the 686th year of Rome, in the Confulfhip 
of Calpurnius Pifo and Acilius Glabrio, by the law 
Cornelia, to obviate the inconvenience of arbitrary 
deciftons, wherein the Praetor and judges obferved no 
other rules than their prejudices or paffions. 

By this law it was ordained, that the Praetor ffiould 
be obliged to difpenfe juftice according to the edidt, 
which he ftiould publifh on entering upon office. In 
this fenfe it was called Perpetual: for it did not ex¬ 
tend to his fuccelfors. It did not acquire the name 
of Perpetual EdiCt, till Adrian’s time, who caufed a 
collection of the principal edicts to be made by Ju- 


FUNCTIONS of the PRiETOR. 

lian the great civilian, which he confirmed, and gave 
the title of Perpetual Edidb. 

The * place for difpenfing juftice was not fixed, 
and depended on the Praetor: wherever the Praetor 
held his fittings, it was called Jus. He held them 
moft commonly in the Forum. The Curule chair on 
which he fat was placed above the judges, who fat on 
benches under him. The-}-place where the Praetor 
and judges heard caufes, was called the Praetor’s Tri¬ 
bunal. 

Juftice was alfo difpenfed in other places. In Rome 
there were great and magnificent halls called Bafiiicae, 
furrounded with piazzas, where the judges affembled. 
Quintilian fpeaks of the J Bafilica Julia, where four 
different tribunals were held at. the fame time, and ob- 
ferves that an advocate, named Trachalus, had fo 
ftrong a voice, that pleading at one of thofe tribunals, 
he made himfelf not only be heard but praifed and 
admired at the three others. He fpeaks alfo of a fa¬ 
mous profelfor of rhetoric, who § being to plead his 
firft caufe before the Prtetor at a Tribunal in the open 
air, was much confounded and perplexed, becaufe till 
then he had always fpoke within the narrow compafs 
of his fchool, and demanded as a favour that the tri¬ 
bunal might be transferred into a neighbouring Ba¬ 
filica. 

Juftice could be difpenfed only on certain days, 
which were called Dies Fafti. The knowledge of 
this difference of days, was in early times a kind of 
myftery, which the Pontiffs, had engroffed to them- 

* Ubicumque praetor, falva majeftate imperii fui, falyoque more 
majorum jus dicere conftituit, is locus re&e jus appellatur. Paulus 
lege z, Digeft. de juftitia & jure. 

f Nobis in Tribunal! Pompeii Praetoris urbani fedentibus. Cxc. 
j. de Orat. n. 168. 

% Cum in Bafilica Julia Trachalus diceret primo tribunal!, quatuor 
autem judicia, ut moris eft, cogerentur atque omnia ciamoribus fre- 
merent, & auditum eum, & intellect uni, & quod agentibus ceteris 
contumeliofiffimum fuit laudatum quoque ex quatuor tribunalibus me- 
mini. Quintil, 1. 12. 5. 

§'Cum caufa in foro elfet oranaa, impense petiit, uti fubfellia in 
Balilicam transferrentur. Ita illi novum ccelum fuit, ut omnis ejus 
eloquentia contineri te6to ac parietibus videretur. Quintie. 1. 10. 5. 
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fclves, and kept fecret, in order to render themfelves 
necefiary, and oblige the pleaders to have recourfe to 
them. We fhall foon fee in the hiftory that the Re- 
> gifter Flavius Hole their fecret, and occafioned their 

lofing much of their credit by making it public. 

The Prstor drew by lot out of the judges, chofen 
to adminifter juftice for the current year, the number 
neceffary for trying the caufe in queftion. That num¬ 
ber which was always odd, was not fixed, but varied 
in Pif. n. according to the difference of caufes. Cicero fpeaks 
9 6 - of a caufe, wherein there were feventy-five judges, 
and of another that had thirty-three. In the latter, 
ProCluen. one of the judges called Stalenus, had received fix 
n - "+• hundred and forty thoufand fefterces from the accufed, 
that is to fay about four thoufand pounds fterling. 
Pie was to have diftributed about 2 50 pounds to each 
of the fixteen judges, who compofed one half of the 
voices : and himfelf the feventeenth made the plura¬ 
lity : But he kept the whole to himfelf, and the ac¬ 
cufed was condemned. 

Each party in a caufe might refufe a certain nutp- 
ber of the judges. Accordingly, in Milo’s affair, 
fourfcore and one judges were at firft appointed to try 
the caufe. After the pleadings, before the judges 
pafied fentence, both the accufer and the accufed re¬ 
jected fifteen, fo that the number of the judges was 
reduced to fifty-one. On other occafions the Praetor 
fubftituted others in the room of thofe who had been 
rejected, and always by lot. 

It is remarkable, that the * Romans, not only in 
important caufes, but even in thofe for no more than 
a fmall fum of money, would admit no judge that was 
not accepted by both parties. 

The Praetor received the oath of the judges, be¬ 
fore they proceeded to try a caufe; as for himfelf he 
took no oath, becaufe, as we have already obferved, 
he did not ad as judge himfelf, but only collected the 

* Neminem volueront majores noftri, non modd de exiftimatione 
cujufquam, fed ne pecuniaria quidem de re minima efle Judicem, nili 
qui inter adverfarios convenifTet. Pro Cluent. n, 120. 


voices 


247 


FUNCTIONS of the PRJETOR. 
voices of the judges, and paffed fentence according to 
the majority. 

Amongft the judges, there was one who had a pe¬ 
culiar authority, fubcrdinate to that of the Prabtor, 
but fuperior to that of the other judges: he was 
called Judex Queaeftionis. He had feveral things 
confided to his care, to which the Praetor’s occupa¬ 
tions, or dignity, would not admit him to attend. 
He heard witneffes ; he prefided in putting Haves to 
the queftion by torture ; and examined the papers and 
titles produced by the parties at law. As different 
tribunals were held at the fame time, at which the 
Praetor could not be prefent -, thefe judges (Judices 
Quaeftionum) prefided in them in their Head. 

VVhen every thing was ready, the judges took their 
feats, and the advocates attended to plead. The cuf- 
tom of (i) Referring caufes which had not been fuf- 
ficiently made out at the hearing for the judges to 
decide concerning them, was not known then. When 
an affair was not fuflkiently cleared up at a firft plead¬ 
ing, it was ordered to be tried over again a fecond 
time; and if that would not do, a third. There are 
inftances of caufes pleaded over again in this manner 
eight times. This was called Firft Aftion* Second 
Aftion, and fo on to the reft. We have a famous 
example of thefe firft and fecond actions in the caufe 
of Verres. 

Cicero had declared himfelf the accufer of Verres, 
who had publickly committed unheard-of rapine in 
Sicily, and had made choice of Hortenfius for his ad¬ 
vocate. The latter took all poffible meafures to fpin 
out the affair till the next year, when he was to be Con- 
ful with Ch Metellus, and M. Metellus was to be 
Prtetor, all three entirely devoted to Verres. Cicero, 
to difconcert his meafures, and caufe juftice to be 
done Sicily, demanded, that he might be permitted 
to plead his caufe at firft quite Amply, in producing 

(i) This is a form in the French courts of law, called Appointer 
un proces, a delay granted for corre&ing and amending proceedings, 
proofs, &c. in doubtful cafes, and for other reafons. 
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upon each head of accufation the witneffes and proofs, 
and obliging Hortenfius to anfwer fummarily to each 
fad:. Accordingly he pleaded it in that manner. The 
difcourfe intituled, A 5 Uo prima in C. Ferrem, is the in¬ 
troduction of that firft pleading, which had all the 
fuccefs he had hoped from it. Hortenfius, difcon- 
certed by this manner of pleading, did not dare to 
anfwer it, and Verres, not having been able to cor¬ 
rupt the greateft number of the judges, condemned 
himfelf to banifhment. The admirable pleadings 
againft Verres which Cicero has left us, would have 
acquired him univerfal applaufe, if he had pronounced 
them; but they would have required feveral audi¬ 
ences, and protracted the affair till the year following. 
He facrificed the regard for his own reputation to the 
intereft of his clients: But after having made them 
carry their caufe, he took care to make himfelf amends 
for his voluntary lofs, by giving his pleadings to the 
public, wherein he fuppofes that Verres had appeared 
before the judges in a fecond aftion called comperen- 
dinatic ; becaufe when the firft action was terminated, 
* per etidino die , three days after, the fecond com¬ 
menced. We have five of thefe pleadings, under this 
title: Liber t. Attionis in Verrem. Liber 2. &c. 

Several orators fometimes pleaded the fame caufe. 
This did not happen only, when there were feveral 
perfons interefted in the fame affair, as is every day 
commonly praCtifed : but different parts of the fame 
pleading were diftributed amongft different advocates. 
Cicero j- fays, that in this cafe, the Peroration or 
“ Conclufion upon the whole,” was generally allotted 
to him, becaufe he was thought the moft proper for 
exciting the paffions. Quintilian J fays as much of 
himfelf in refpeCl to the Narration, or “ opening of the 

* Scies igitur eras, ant ad fummum perendie. Gic, ad Attic. 1 . 12. 
C. 34 ~. # ... . 

f Si plures dicebamus, perorationem mihi tamen omnes relinque- 
bant. In quo ut viderer excellere, non ingenio, fed dolore affeque- 
bar. Or at. n. 130. 

J Fere ponend*s a me caufe officium exigebatur. Quintil. 1 . 4, 

e. 2, 

caufe.’! 
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caufe.” This cuftom feems odd enough, and is blamed 
by Cicero in more than one paflage of his works. 

The advocates were ufually allowed as much time 
for pleading as they thought fit. I am terrified when 
I read that Pliny the younger fpoke feven hours toge¬ 
ther, whilft nobody was tired but himfelf. Sometimes 
a certain fpace of time was prefcribed, which the ora¬ 
tor was not allowed to exceed. Cicero complains, that 
in a certain caufe he was limited to half an hour. That 
time was meafured by a water-hour-glafs called clepfy- 
dra. From thence Quintilian fays, in fpeaking of an 
advocate that lofes his time in ufelefs digrefflons, tem- 
poribus prarfinitis aquam perdit : and of another, who 
having laboured a long pleading could only pronounce 
a part of it within the time: labor at am congeftamque di- 
erum & nodlium ftudio adlionem aqua deficit. 

When the pleadings, and replies, if there were any, 
were ended, the Praetor gave the judges the ballots, 
on which the votes they lhould think fit to give, were 
marked. That for acquitting, was marked with an 
A; that to condemn with a C •, and the third with 
N L, which fignified non liquet , the cafe is not fuffi- 
ciently clear. After having received thefe ballots, the 
judges conferred together concerning the caufe, in con- 
Jilium ibant: after which each of them threw the ballot 
that exprefied his opinion into the urn. This cuftom 
was eftablilhed, that the judge might be entirely free 
to pafs fentence without witneffes : but at the fame 
time it was his duty not to abufe it, by giving his 
fuffrage contrary to juftice. Cicero makes a fine re¬ 
flexion upon this head. te The * judge in giving his 
“ fuffrage, ought not to confider himfelf as alone, nor 
“ that he is at liberty to pronounce according to his 
“ own inclination; but to reprefent to himfelf that he 
* e has around him Law, Religion, Equity, Integrity, 
“ and Fidelity, which form his council, and ought to 
“ diXate his voice.” 

# Eft illud hominis magni atque fapientis, cum illam judicandi 
caufa tabellam fumpferit, non fe,putare efle folum, neque fibi quod- 
eumque concupiverit licere, fed habere in confilio legem 3 religionem, 
sequitatem, fidem. Pro Cluent, n. 159, 
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The Praetor laftly colledted the ballots thrown into 
the urn, and pronounced according to the majority. 
The form of palling judgment was, for acquitting. 
Non videtur feciffe, he does not feem to have committed 
fuch an action, or , jure videtur fecijfe, he feems to have 
adted with juftice: for condemning, videtur fecijfe, he 
feems to have committed fuch an adtion, or non jure 
videtur fecijfe , he does not feem to have adted juftice: 
for a more ample examination, and a fecond trial, 
Ampliiis cognofcendum , or in the fingle word Amplius : 
from whence came the terms ampliare , Ampliiis cognofcen- 
dum. The modeft turn of phrafe, which cuftom had 
eftablilhed in the form of palling judgment, is worthy 
of obfervation. As the knowledge of men is always 
limited, and often fubjedt to error, it was not thought 
proper, that the Praetor fhould pafs fentence in the 
affirmative terms, “ he has adted unjuftly, &c.” but 
in a more modeft words, “ he feems to have adted 
unjuftly, &c.” 

The Prsetor ufually added to the judgment he pro¬ 
nounced, the puniffiment to be inflidted upon the 
criminal. “ He feems to have committed violence, 
wherefore he is prohibited the ufe of fire and water.** 
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INTRODUCTION. 

T HIS introduction includes three articles : 

the firft treats of the iEdileihip ; the fe- 
cond, three great public works, which have 
fome relation to that office ; and the third, the 
cruel treatment of debtors by their creditors at 
Rome. 

'ARTICLE I. 

Brief defcription of the functions of the JEdiles. 

*“pHE /Ediles are fo called from the Latin word 
ades, which fignifies building, edifice: we fhall 
fee prefently the relation of that name to their func¬ 
tions. 

The firft iEdiles were inftituted the fame year with a ; r.*6i 
the Tribunes of the People. They were at that time 
fubaltern officers, to execute the orders of the Tri¬ 
bunes, who referred fome affairs of fmall importance 
to their care. The public and private buildings were 
under their direction, from whence they took their 
name they prefided in the games given to the Peo¬ 
ple ; and had alfo a ffiare in the civil government, that 
obliged them to provide for the fafety and cleanlinefs 
of the city, to regulate in refpedt to provifions, with 
abundance of other cares, of which it is eafy to con¬ 
ceive that the detail muft be very extenfive. It was Li v . l. 3 . 

alfo 
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alfo ordained in procefs of time, that the decrees of the 
Senate, immediately after they were paffed, fhould be 
put into their hands, to be depofited in the temple of 
Ceres, in order that it might not be in the power of 
the Confuls to make any alteration in them. Two 
/Ediles were annually chofen in the fame affembly 
with the Tribunes, and always out of the body of the 
People. 

The Plebeians continued in the foie poffefiion of the. 
3 S8. /Edilefhip during the fpace of an hundred and twenty- 
■ 6 - feven years to the year of Rome 388. The Senate at 
that time, who had juft reconciled themfelves to the 
People, by granting that one of their order fhould be 
Conful, thought it incumbent on them to exprefs their 
gratitude to the Gods for fo confiderable an event, 
which they afcribed to their peculiar favour and pro¬ 
tection : Accordingly they decreed that the Great 
Games fhould be celebrated, and that to the three days 
of the feftival called Feriae Latinse, on which thofe 
games were always folemnized, a fourth fhould be 
added. The /Ediles having refufed on this occafion 
to celebrate the Great Games, on account of the ex¬ 
pence with which they were attended, the young Pa¬ 
tricians offered with joy to take it upon themfelves, 
upon condition that the honours of the /Edilefhip 
fhould be granted them. Their offer was accepted 
with great marks of approbation and gratitude, and 
the’ Senate paffed a decree for the election of two /Ediles 
annually out of the order of the Patricians. From 
thenceforth there were two kinds of /Edlies at 
Rome. The one were called Plebeian /Ediles, the 
other Curule /Ediles, becaufe they had the right of 
t having the Curule chair adorned with ivory, which was 
placed in the chariot wherein they were carried : a 
diftinftion annexed to the great offices of the Common¬ 
wealth. 

Julius Ciefar added two /Ediles to their number, to 
have the infpedlion of corn, who for that reafon were 
called Cereales. But thefe, befides their being eftablifh- 
ed late, are lefs known in hiftory : wherefore we fhall 
fpeak only of the Plebeian and Curule /Ediles. 
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It is not eafy to defcribe exadlly the different func¬ 
tions of thefe two kinds of .ZEdiles. * Cicero, in the 
laft of his orations againft Verres, mentions thofe of 
the Curule /Ediles, which were the principal; and re¬ 
duces them to prefiding in the games celebrated in 
honour of different Divinities, to the care of the facred 
edifices, and the civil government in general of Rome. 
He afterwards repeats the diftindtions of honour grant¬ 
ed to the JEdiles, fuch as the right of giving their 
opinion in the Senate, not according to the date of their 
admittance into that body, but a more honourable 
rank ; the robe called toga prastexta, the Curule chair, 
and the right of having f images, fo proper to render 
families illuftrious to pofterity : all privileges annexed 
to the great offices of the ftate. It is probable that 
the Patricians had taken into their yRdildhip only 
what was mofl important for the Public Good, and molt 
honourable for themfelves ; and the three heads men¬ 
tioned in the paffage of Cicero, the celebration of 
games, the public and facred buildings, and the civil 
government in general of the city, feem fufficiently of 
this kind. Of all thefe functions, I ffiall confider thofe 
principally, which regard the celebration of games, 
becaufe that fubjedt recurs mofl: frequently in hiflrory; 
and I fhall touch but nightly upon it, becaufe it would 
carry me a great way, if I undertook to treat it in all 
its extent. 

The public games, as well amongfl the Romans as 
the Greeks, were ceremonies of religion, celebrated 

# Nunc fum defignatus .ZEdilis: habeo rationem quid a populo 
Romano acceperim. Mihi ludos fan&iflimos maxima cum cseremonia 
Cereri, Libero, Liberseque faciundos: mihi Floram matrem populo 
Plebiqiie Romano ludorum celebritate placandam : mihi ludos anti- 
quifllmos, qui primi Romani funt nominati, maxima cum dignitate ap 
religione Jovi, Junoni, Minervasque effe -faciundos : mihi facrarum 
medium procurationem : mihi totam urbem tuendam effe commiffam. 
Ob earum rerum laborem & follicitudinem, fru&us illos datos, anti- 
quiorem in Senatu fententise dicendi locum, togam prastextam, fellam 
curulem, jus imaginis ad memoriam pofteritatemque prodendse. Verr. 

7 * 3 ?* 1 

f The Romans, whole fathers or anceflors bad borne Curule offices, 
fet up their images in their halls 5 and they were carried in pomp at 
their funerals. 
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in honour of the Gods, either to implore their aid in 
public dangers and misfortunes, or to thank them for 
the protection received in them: * for this reafon they 
were preceded, accompanied, and followed, with a- 
bundance of facrifices. 

The principal of thefe games were thofe of the Cir¬ 
cus, Circenfes ; called alio the Great games, the Ro¬ 
man games, ludi Magni, luii Romani ; and thofe of the 
theatre, ludi Scenici. 

The firft are almoft as ancient as Rome itfelf, and 
Liv. i. 9 . were eftablilhed by Romulus in honour of Confus God 
of counfels, whom fome believe to have been the fame 
as Neptune ; they were called alfo Confualia. The 
Sabine virgins were carried off in thefe games. 

vir JEn ^ ec f rocu ^ kino Romam , & rapt as fine more Salinas 

1. s. 635. " Confejfu cavea^ magnis Circenjibus attis 

Addiderat. 

Virgil calls them games of the Circus by anticipa¬ 
tion, which were not then in being. 
iiv j Tarquin the elder built the Circus in the valley 
Dionyf? 5 ' Marcia, between the Palatine and Aventine hills, 
iii. aoo. He made feats in it for the fpeftators, on which they 
fate under the Ihelter of a roof. Before that time they 
were placed in a kind of wretched Amphitheatres, built 
of boards and poles. In procefs of time this edifice 
became the moft magnificent and furprizing work in 
Rome. It was two thoufand one hundred and eighty- 
four feet in length, and nine hundred and fixty in 
breadth. According to fome Authors, it was capable 
of containing an hundred and fifty thoufand fpe&ators, 
and according to others, two hundred and fixty or 
three hundred thoufand. It was called the great Cir- 
,cus. Circus Maximus. 

The Circus ferved for horfe and chariot-races, for 
the Gymnic games or thofe of the Athletas, and for 
combats on foot or on horfe-back. The chariots in 

, - I’, i * " * 

* In ludis quanta facra, quanta facrificia praecedunt, intercedunt, 
fuccedunt! ‘ Tertull. de fpeft. c. 7. 

this 
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this kind of races were extremely fmall and low. 

Some were drawn by two horfes, and were called 
Bigas : others by four in front, Quadrigae •, and fome- 
times alfo, though very feldom, by fix in front, Se- 
juges. Under the emperors, thofe who drove the 
chariots, were divided into factions according to the 
colour of their habits. At firft thefe were only two: 
the white, Alba •, and the red. Rubra, or Rufiea. 

Then two others were added to them : the green, Pra- 
fina; and the blue, Veneta. Thefe factions of the 
Circus divided the People, fome being for one colour, 
and others for another: and as there requires very lit¬ 
tle for putting the populace into a ferment, thefe dis¬ 
putes often grew fo hot, as to occafion feditions, in 
which much blood was fhed. 

I fhall not enter here into a particular account of 
thefe races and combats, having treated them with fuf- 
ficient extent elfewhere; and fhall only obferve, that Anc. Hift. 
the Roman People took exceeding pleafure in the 
games, and that they made Rome infinitely agreeable 
to them. I fpeak of the poor themfelves, who were 
contented, and even thought themfelves happy, pro¬ 
vided they had but bread and fhews. 

- Buas tantiim res anxius opt at, Juvenal. 

Pattern & Circenfes. 

We ought not to wonder, that a warlike People, 
who breathed nothing but arms, had fo great a tafte 
for fhews, which were a lively image of war, and re- 
prefented combats and victories, even in the midft of 
peace. But to thefe innocent combats cruel and in¬ 
human ones were added in procefs of time, which dis¬ 
honoured a nation fo eftimable in other refpedts. And 
indeed, how fhall we pardon the-Romans, or recon¬ 
cile with that humanity and goodnefs of difpofition 
upon which they valued themfelves, ~ efpecially in the 
latter times of the Commonwealth, and under the 
Emperors, the barbarous and inhuman pleafure they . " 
took in feeing human blood fhed, in making men 
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fight with wild beafts, in caufing young virgins folely 
for refilling to abjure Jesus Christ to be torn in 
pieces by bears and lions, and to feed their eyes, for 
whole days together, with fights that give horror to 
nature, whilft not even the fofter fex, who are natu¬ 
rally tender and compaflionate, feem moved in the 
leaf: with them! 

Liv. i. 7. The Scenic games, that is to fay the reprefentations 
A R *91 t ^ ie Theatre, exhibited more merciful and humane 
'fights to the People, but not lefs pernicious to their 
manners. Thefe games did not feem to fuit a warlike 
People like the Romans: nor were they ufed amongft: 
them till almoft four hundred years from the founda¬ 
tion of Rome. A motive * of religion made way 
for them ; to appeafe the wrath of the Gods, and to 
make a plague ceafe, which raged exceedingly in the 
city. We fee here how high the abfurdity of the Ro¬ 
man fuperftition rofe. Theyimagined the wrath of the 
Gods was to be appeafed in plagues, famines, defeats 
of armies, and other misfortunes of the public, by 
celebrating games which confifted of dances, grofs 
fongs, and buffoonry. The generals of their armies, 
the Senate, believed they did a very meritorious aft of 
virtue in vowing fuch games for the attainment of 
viftory. What blindnefs, what abfurdity was this ! 

The beginnings of thefe games were at firfl: ruftic 
and imperfeft. They were only grofs farces, without 
A.R. 512. connection, plan, or unity of defign. More than an 
hundred years after, the Poet Livius Andronicus gave 
thefe reprefentations a more regular form, in dividing 
a fubjeft, an aftion, into afts and fcenes, according to 
the rules of art. The poet was himfelf an aftor, and 
united mufic and dancing with his performance. Thefe 
pieces attained their perfection by degrees, and afium- 
ed an entirely new face from the various changes in¬ 
troduced in the reprefentation of them. The -f- theatres, 

* Vi6lis fuperftitione animis, ludi quoque fcenici, nova res bellicofo 
populo-inter alia coeleftis irae placamina inftituti dicuntur. Liv. 

+ Inter aliarumparva principia rerum, ludorum quoque prima origo 
ponenda vifa eft : ut appareret, quam ab fano initio res in hanc’ vix 
opulentis regnis tolerabilem infamam venerit, Liv. 1 . 7. c f 2. , 

as 
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as was natural, anfwered at firft the grolTnefs of the 
fcenes played in them : but in procefs of time they 
were carried to a magnificence not eafily conceivable, 
as we fhall foon fee. 

But I make hafte to return to the vEdiles, whole 
fun&ions I could not explain without firft giving the 
reader fome flight idea of the games of the Circus and 
Theatre. 

To begin by the games of the Circus, it is necefiary 
to obferve, that fome were ordinary and regular, and 
others extraordinary, which were celebrated upon dif¬ 
ferent caufes and occafions that arofe. Amongft the 
latter, thofe called votive, Ludi votivi , moft frequently 
occur in hiftory. In public calamities, as contagious 
difeafes, the lofs of battles, &c. folemn games were 
celebrated, to appeafe the wrath of the Gods, to which 
thofe calamities were afcribed. The generals often 
on taking the field, and fometimes in the very heat of 
battle, made vows to celebrate games in honour of 
the Gods, if they granted them the vidtory : for they 
were entirely convinced that the Divinity difpofed all 
events. When the Roman People had decreed, that Liv. 1.36. 
war Ihould be made againft Antiochus king of Syria, c * 2 * 
the Conful Acilius, to whom that Province had fallen 
by lot, by order of the Senate made the following vow, 
of which the words were dictated to him by the great 
Pontiff. “ If the war, which the Roman People have 
“ decreed againft Antiochus, has fuccefs, and is ter- 
“ minated according to the defires of the Senate and 
“ People of Rome; the Roman People, great Jupiter, 

“ will caufe the great games to be celebrated during 
“ ten days together, and make offerings to all the 
“ great Gods : and fuch fums as fhall be fixed by the 
“ Senate, fhall be employed in thofe ceremonies;” 

In thefe extraordinary votive games, the public bore 
the expence ; and the fum employed in them was 
fometimes regulated upon the number three, which 
was highly revered, and confidered as religious and 
facred amongft the ancients. After the defeat of Fla- 
minius by Hannibal at the lake of Thrafymenus, the 

Vol. II. S Romans, 
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Romans, to appeafe the wrath of the Gods, * made a 
vow to celebrate the great games, and to employ in 
them the fum of -f- three hundred and thirty-three thou- 
fand three hundred and thirty-three affes, and one- 
third. The generals obliged the enemy whom they 
had conquered, and often even the allies of the Ro¬ 
man People, to contribute to the expence of thofe 
games. M. Fulvius had taken almoft three thoufand 
pounds of feveral ftates for this ufe, centum decern pondo 
auri. The Senate, who conceived that fum too con- 
fiderable, confulted the Pontiffs to know, whether it 
were neceffary to employ the whole in that ufe. They 
anfwered in the negative : and in confequence Fulvius 
was permitted to take what he pleafed of it, provided 
it did not exceed fourfcore thoufand affes, about two 
hundred pounds. Some years after the Senate limited 
Ck Fulvius to the fame fum out of the money he had 
573. raifed from the Spaniards. What occafioned this laft 
■ 40, J limitation, was the exceffive expences of the games 
exhibited by Tib. Sempronius the iEdile, which had 
been oppreffive not only to Italy.and the Latine allies, 
but even to the Provinces abroad. 

We do not find what fhare the Aidiles had in thefe 
.votive games, unlefs probably that they took care, as 
civil magiftrates, that good order was preferved in 
them. It was not the fame in refpedl to the games at¬ 
tached to their office, that is to fay, the games of Ceres, 
of Flora, and the great or Roman Games. Thofe 
games were celebrated at the expence of the iEdiles : 
as were the Plebeian games by the Plebeian iEdiles. 

As the games were always preceded by a folemn 
proceffion, wherein the images and flatues of the Gods 
were carried in pomp, and the Pontiffs, Priefts, 
Augurs, and all the officers of religion and the wor- 
lhip of the Gods, walked in their robes of ceremony: 


# Ejufdem rei caufa ludi magni voti, seris trecentis triginta millibu«, 
trecentis triginta tribus, &triente. Liv. 1 . 20. c, ip. 

•f* This fum amounts to about eight hundred and fifty-eight pounds. 

J. Tecreverat id fenatus, propter effufos fumptus fattos in ludos 
Tib. Sempronii iEdilis, qui graves non modo Italhe ac fociis Latini 
nominis, fed etiam provinciis externis fuerant* lav. 
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the fEdiles were ordered to adorn the ftreets and 
places, through which the proceffion was to pafs, with 
allpoffible magnificence, tapeftry, rich fluffs, paint¬ 
ings, and flatues. In order to this, they in a manner 
laid all their friends, and even the Provinces where 
they had any credit, under contribution. The fEdiles 
alfo found chariots, horfes, drivers, gladiators, and 
the rewards given to the victors. One of their greatefl 
cares was to collect as many uncommon and curious 
beafts as they could, as lions, tigers, panthers, fights 
very agreeable to the people. Sylla afcribed his being P j ut ; 
rejefted the firft time he flood for the Praetorfhip tosyll.’p. 
the defign which the People had to oblige him to ac-453- 
cept the office of ffEdile, becaufe his friendfhip with 
Bacchus gave them reafon to hope fine games, wherein 
they fhould fee wild beafts in great numbers, which 
would be fent him from Africa. We may fee in the 
letters of Coelius how warmly he preffed Cicero, who Fers Ilf T 
was then in his government of Cilicia, to do his utmbftbusiibi de 
to procure him panthers. All thefe occafions, and pantheris 
abundance of others which I omit, were neceffarily at- Eplft.'fam, 
tended with great expences. s. 

As much may be faid of the Scenic Games. There 
was no Theatre at Rome : a new one was therefore to 
be built every year; and, the number of people 
confidered, to what an expence mull fuch a work a- 
mount? It was neceffary to embellifh and adorn it with 
whatever was moft curious and magnificent. The 
fEdiles paid the actors as well as the mufic : for no-, 
thing was taken from the fpeflators. They alfo paid 
the poet for the piece to be reprefented. Suetonius Suet - m 
tells us, that Terence had for his comedy called The vit.Teren. 
Eunuch eight thoufand pieces of money, otto millia 
nummum (or fejlertium which is the fame thing) that is 
to fay, about fifty pounds, which in thofe times was a 
very confiderable fum. 

Whoever afpired at honours, could not avoid thofe 
expences. The iEdilefhip was the firft Curule dignity 
held at Rome : the age for. entering into that office 
was thirty-feven. Two years after came the Prsetor- 
S 2 fihip: 
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Ihip: and after the like interval of two years, the 
office of Conful. Now the manner in which a perfon 
had added whilft JEdile, and exhibited games, con¬ 
tributed extremely either to gain or alienate the peo¬ 
ple in refpeft to the dignities that were to enfue. Ma- 
offic. mercus, a very rich and powerful man, demanding 
58. the Confulffiip, experienced a ffiameful repulfe, be- 
caufe he had avoided palling through the office of 
JEdile, to fpare himfelf the expences which neceffarily 
attended that charge. The People, as I have already 
obferved, were infinitely delighted both with the Ihews 
of the Circus, and thofe of the Theatre, and palled 
whole days at them without being tired. Terence’s 
Eunuch was played twice the fame day, morning and 
afternoon ; and it was at the earneft demand of the 
People, that dramatic pieces were afted over again in 
that manner. That Peoplewould be obeyed, and were 
fo. The Hecyra *, another of the fame poet’s come¬ 
dies, had a quite different fate, and was twice inter-' 
rupted, becaufe the People were for feeing the rope- 
dancers, or fome fuch fight. They f preferred thofe 
of the Circus to thofe of the Theatre, and chofe much 
rather to fee extraordinary beafts, as tygers, panthers, 
or a white elephant, than to hear the beff adtors de¬ 
claim. This is what makes Horace fay agreeably, 
that if Democritus had been prefent at thefe games, 
neither panthers nor elephants would have been a fhew 
to him,. but the people, who would have feemed to 
him more ftrange and brutal than the beafts themfelves. 

* Novum intervenit vitium & calamitas, 

Ut neque fpe£tari, neque ccgnofci potuerit: 

Ita pop ulus ftudio ftupidus in funambulo 
Animumoccuparat. In Prologo. 

f -Media inter carmina pofcunt 

Aut urfum, aut pugiles : his nam plebecula gaudet.--- 
Si foret in terris, rideret Democritus, feu 
Diverfum confufa genus panthera camelo, 

Sive eleplias albus vulgi converteret ora: 

Spe&aret populum ludis attentius ipfis 
Utfibi prsebentem mim© fpe&acula plura. 

' •- ' Ho rat. Ep. ad, Auguft, 

Cicero 
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Cicero was not fo rigid. It * is not wonderful, fay's 
he, that the multitude are fo fenfible to the magnifi¬ 
cence of games, as we ourfelves, who have not .a mo¬ 
ment’s leifure from affairs, and who befides can find in 
the midft of our occupations abundance of other me¬ 
thods to divert ourfelves, receive pleafure in the fhev/s 
of the Circus, and the reprefentations of the Theatre. 
Cicero pleaded againft the orator Servius Sulpicius, 
who faw with indignation that Mursena had carried the 
fuffrages and favour of the People againft him by the 
magnificence of the games, which he had reprefented 
as -f- Prastor, and in confequence been created Conful 
in preference to him. “ Do you J believe, faid he, 
“ that the very fcene adorned with decorations of fil- 
“ ver, which you would ridicule, has given him no 
“ advantage over you •, and efpecially as you yourfelf 
never was in the cafe of giving games to the Peo- 
“ pie ?” Cicero, in what he fays here of his particular 
tafte for fhews, fpeaks as an orator, who has occafion 
to magnify the pleafure of thofe games for the good 
of his caufe : but that he thought quite, differently at 
bottom, is evident § from a very fine letter, which he 
writes to one of his friends, wherein he congratulates 
him upon his not being prefent at the fhews, given by 
Pompey to the People at the dedication of his Theatre, 
whether he was prevented by ficknefs, or neglected 
that out of choice and judgment, which others irra- 

* Si nofmetipli, qui Sc ab deleclatione omni negotiis impedimur, Sc 
in ipfa occupatione dele&ationes multas habere polfumus, lndis tamen 
oble&amur & ducimur; quid tu admirere de multitudine indodla ? 
Pro Mur. n. 39. 

f The Praetors were alfo obliged to give certain games. Thofe 
mentioned here were the Ludi Apollinarii. 

Tibi qui cafu nullos [ludos] feceras, nihil hujus iftaro ipfam, quam 
irrides, argenteam fcenam adverfatam putas ? Ib. n. 40. 

§ Si te dolor aliquis corporis, aut inftrmitas valetudinis tuas tenuit, 
quo minus ad ludos venires : fortunae magis tribuo, quam fapienthc 
tuas. Sin lisec quae ceteri mirantur, contemnenda duxifti, Sc cum per 
valetudinem poffes venire tamen noluifti : utrumque lsetor, Sc fine do- 
lore corporis te fuifte,.'& animo valuifTe, cum. ea quss finecaufa miran¬ 
tur alii, neglexeris.-Omnino, li qussris, ludi apparatiflimi, fed non 

tui ftomachi: conje&uram enim facio de meo.—Quae poteft effe ho- 
mini politico deleftatio, cum aut homo imbecillus a valentilfima beftia 
Jaceratur, aut prasclara Beftia venabulo tranfverberatur ? Lib. ?.Ep. 1. 
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tionaliy admire and purfue. . For the reft, fays he,, 
the games were very fine, but not at all to your tafte ; 
for I judge of yours by my own.—And indeed, what 
pl'eafure can a ferious and reafonable perfon take in 
feeing either a weak man torn in pieces by a very 
ftrong beaft, or a very fine beaft pierced through with 
a javelin ? 

To procure the People games and fliews fo agreeable 
to them, was then a powerful means to pleafe them 
and acquire their favour. The wifeft and beft inclin¬ 
ed citizens were obliged to have regard to their hu¬ 
mour, which was exceffive in this point: * but they 
afted, however, with reierve and moderation, equally 
avoiding the two oppOfite extremes, of fordid avarice 
and pompous profufion ; and regulating their expences 
by their revenues. It was thus Cicero -j- behaved in 
his fEdilefhip. He informs us himfelf, that his charges 
in that office amounted only to a very moderate fum, 
and that the dignities of Praetor and Conful were con¬ 
ferred upon him by the People with marks of diftinc- 
tion highly in his favour. Julius Agricola a died with 
the fame prudence in the games which his charge of 
Praetor obliged him to give the public. £ He obferv- 
ed/'in that frivolous ceremony, a v/ife medium be¬ 
tween an aufterity of reafon, that prohibits every 
thing, and a falfe magnificence, that knows no bounds; 
avoiding a pompous luxury, and employing a noble 
ceconomy in the expence of thofe games, capable of 
doing him honour. Cicero had known how to deferve 
the efteem and favour of his country by more folid 
and effential qualities, upon which the People, light 
as they feem, ffiew on occafion, that they really fet 
more value, than upon the mcft fuperb and magnifi? 


* In bis mediocritatis regula optima eft".—Si poftulatur a populo* 

_faciendum eft, modo pro facultatibus, nos ipfi nt fecimus. OiEc. 

a. 58, 59. 

-f Nobis qubque licet in hoc quodammodo gloriari. Nam pro am- 
plitudine honorum, quos cun£tis fuffragiis adepti fumus noftro quidem 
anno—fane exiguus fumptus sedilitatis fuit. Ibid. 

X Ludos & inania honoris modo rationis atque abundantias duxit* 
nti longe a hixuria, ita famae propior. Tacit, in Agric. c. 6. 
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cent games, which affeft them only for moments, and 
which they forget almoft as foon as thofe fhews difap- 
pear. 

Little minds, whofe whole merit confifls in their 
riches, make their glory confift in the vain difplay of 
them, and in dazzling the vulgar eye with them. This, 
in the latter times of the Commonwealth, made the 
magnificence of thefe games amount to the enormous 
and incredible expences, which gave Livy reafon to 
fay, that the revenues of the mofl opulent princes 
would hardly fuflice to fupport them. 

The .fEdilelhip of M. Scaurus, which may be dated 
the 694th year of Rome, gives us a memorable ex¬ 
ample of this kind. * The building which he erefted, p i;n 3$ 
according to Pliny, was the greatefl work that hade. 15. 
ever been made by the hands of man; and as folid as 
if it had been to have fubfifled for ever, though its 
duration at the utmoft was not to exceed one month. 

It was a Theatre. The feene or flage had three rows 
of pillars, to the number in all of three hundred and 
fixty. The back part of it was marble, and the mid- ib. 1. 17. 
die glafs or cryftal; a luxury unheard of before or c - *• 
fince. The pillars of the lower order were thirty-eight ' 
feet high. Three thoufand ftatues of brafs were 
placed amongft the columns. The pit and amphi¬ 
theatre were capable of containing fourfbore thoufand 
men. The rich fluffs, tapeflries, paintings, and in a 
word the whole materials and ornaments, amounted to 
fo enormous a fum, that what remained of them, after 
Scaurus had employed a great part of them in embel- 
lifhing his houfe in the city, having been carried to 
his country-houfe at Tufculum, and entirely deftroy- 
ed by a fire, the lofs was computed at about fix hun¬ 
dred and twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling : HS 
millies , that is to fay, fejlertium millies centena millia. 

When the fhews were over, Scaurus caufed all thofe 
pillars to be carried to his houfe. The undertaker 

* Hie fecit in iEdilitate fua opus maximum omnium, quae unquam 
fuerehumana manu fa£ta, non texnporana mora, yerum etiam aeter- 


nitatis deftinatione. Pun. 
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who kept the fewers in repair, obliged that fEdile to 
give fecurity for making good the damages which 
might be occafioned by the carriage of fuch heavy 
columns over the arches, that from the time of Tar- 
quinius Prifcus, that is to fay, almoft five hundred 
years, had continued firm without alteration, and fuf- 
tained alfo the fhock of fuch vaft loads without giving 
way. • 

Plin 1 -5 Plin y cr ^ es out reafon, that the fEdilefhip of 

c.15. ^ ’Scaurus finally ruined and fubverted the manners of 
the public : Cujus nefcio an JEdilitas maxime proftra- 
Ibid.c. 3 . writ mores chiles. Could one believe that luxury was 
J capable of making fo rapid a progrefs in fo fhort a 
time ! The carrying of fix marble pillars of only 
twelve feet high had been made a crime in L. Craffus, 
which were the firfb that had been feen at Rome : and 
thirty years after, or thereabouts, the magiftrates faw 
three hundred and fixty of extraordinary height carried 
into that of Scaurus. * They both faw and fuffered 
it •, and that, fays Pliny, before the eyes of great Ju¬ 
piter, and the reft of the Gods, whofe ftatues were 
only compofed of earth and clay. But the magiftrates 
knew their impotence ; they owned that luxury was 
ftronger than the laws; and chofe rather not to make 
regulations; than to fee them violated with boldnefs 
and, impunity. 

Tiberius, on an occafion not unlike that juft men¬ 
tioned, made ufe of a maxim fometimes neceflary in 
politics. Upon the complaints of the iEdiles in re-s 
fpeft to the infuppertable excefs of luxury, the Senate, 
who had been confulted, referred the affair to the wif- 
dom of the Emperor, -j-Tiberius, after having long 


* Tacucre tantas moles in privatam domum trahi prseter fi&ilia 
deorum fafcigia. [Fi&ilem effigiem Jovis. Lib 35. c. 12.] Nimirum 
ifta cmifere moribus vidtis : fruftraque iaterdiffca qus? vetuerant cer- 
hentes, nullas potius, quam irritas, efle leges maluerunt. Plin. 36. 3. 

f Tiberius, faepe apud fe penfitato, an coerceri tarn effufae bupidines 
poffent; nyun coercitio plusdamnim remp. ferret; quam indecorum 
attre&are quod non obtineretur, vel retentum ignominiam & infamiam 
virorum inluftriuxn pofceret: poftremo literas. ad Senatum compofuit. 
'I'acit. Anna]. 1. 3. c. 52. 

:r Nefcio an fuafurus fuerim omittere potius prsevalida h adulta vitia, 
quam hoc adfequi, ut palarn fieret quibus fiagitiis impares efTemusl 
Ibid. c. 53. 
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confidered upon means for reforming the diforder; 
whether the remedy were not worfe than the difeafe j 
and how great a difgrace it would be to him to un¬ 
dertake what he could not effed, or being reduced 
to execution, would be fatal to the moll illuftrious 
families : infinuated to the Senate, in a very fine and 
long reply'which he made to them, that in the pre- 
fent ftate of things, it were perhaps more prudent not 
to attack diforders, that through long impunity had 
gained the upper hand, than to attempt a reforma¬ 
tion, which would only ferve to evidence weaknefs 
and want of power in the reformers. 

Cicero, in the fecond book of his Offices, teaches offic. 1.2. 
us the judgment we ought to form of the magnificent c - s 6 - 
works and enormous expences, that had no other end 
but to divert the People, with which I fhall conclude 
this brief difcourfe upon the fundions of the iEdiles. ' 

As he had a regard for Pompey’s memory, he would 
not condemn in his own perfon the great works by 
which that illuftrious friend had endeavoured to per¬ 
petuate his name; but he does it in a manner lefs ex- 
prefs by the mouths of others. * As to the expences^ 
fays he, employed on theatres, porticoes, and even 
new temples, my regard for Pompey makes me more 
referved in blaming them : but I know perfons of the 
greateft capacities, who do not approve them. Pom¬ 
pey, on his return from the war with Mithridates, 
had caufed a fuperb theatre to be ereded, which, ac¬ 
cording to Pliny, was capable of containing forty 
thoufand fpedators. It was to be always permanent, 
whereas theatres before, even thole which had cofi: the 
moil, were only for a very fhort time. At the fight 
of fo great, and in appearance fo necefiary a work, 
would not one expedt Cicero to expatiate in praifes and 
admiration ? We have feen in what manner he expreffes. 
his fenfe of it. 

He had before introduced two famous philofophers; 
who were divided in opinion upon this head. I can- 

* Theatfa, porticus, nova templa verecundius reprehendo propter 
fompeium : fed do&iffimi non probant. 
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not fufficiently wonder, fays Cicero, that Theophraf- 
tus, in a book which he has compofed upon riches, 
and in which he fays abundance of good things, was 
capable of falling into fo grofs an abfurdity, as to 
praife the pomp and magnificence of Shews given to 
the People; and to make the advantage of wealth 
confift in the power of lavifhing money in fuch ex- 
pences. 

How much more wifdom and truth are there in the 
reproaches which * Ariftotle makes us, for not being 
terrified to fee fuch profufions committed for the di- 
verfion of the People. When we are told, fays that 
philofopher, that a cup of water was fold in a befieged 
city for fifty fhillings, ( minatri ) every body is ftruck 
with it, and excufe the price only on account of the 
neceffity that occafions it. Whence then is it that 
fuch prodigious expences, which relieve no kind of 
neceffity, and conduce in nothing to exalt the confi- 
deration and dignity of the perfons who are at them, 
fhould be thought fo little ftrange ? The very.f plea- 
fure they give the People, is only for a few moments, 
delight only the lighteft and moft contemptible amongft 
them, and is even forgotten by thofe almoft as foon 
as enjoyed. . f 

To thefe frivolous, and at the fame time enormous 
expences, Cicero fubftitutes others, which are attend¬ 
ed with lefs coft, and do more honour: the building 
of walls to the city, harbours and ports, aquedufts, 
[the making of high-ways] and all other things of ufe 
to the commonwealth. Even fuch as prefents from 
hand to hand, give a more lively and fenfible plea- 
fure: but that which refults from thefe other works, 
is far more folid and durable. 

Epit. Cicero fpeaks here like a true Roman, and a Ro- 
1-t5 _man of the beft ages. P. Cornelius Scipio Nafica 
. civ. thought in the fame manner an hundred and twenty 

), 367. . . . 

* It is believed that there is an error in this name, becaufe there is 
no fuch paflage in the works of Ariftotle, as Cicero repeats here. 

f Cum ipfa ilia dele&atio multitudinis fit ad breve exiguumque: tern- 
pus, eaque a leviftimo quoque : in quo tamen ipfo una cum fatietate 
memoria quoque moriatur voluptatis* 
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years before him. The Cenfors had before ordered 
the undertakers to build a fixed and permanent theatre 
of hewn ftone. I have already obferved that it was 
the cuftom before to ere£t one according to occafion. 
The Cenfors reprefented, that it appeared far more 
rational and more confiftent with the dignity of the 
commonwealth, to build a perpetual theatre: and 
that to judge rightly, fuch an expence could not but 
be deemed juft and neceffary, and when made once for 
all, would lpare the j®diles and Magiftrates the almoft 
inevitable neceflity of ruining themfelves every year, 
or at leaft of confiderably impairing their fortunes 
befides which, in confequence of fuch a ftru<fture, 
the fpedtators would be better accommodated. 

Thefe reafons, it muft be owned, appeared very 
plaufible. Scipio Nafica however, then great Pon¬ 
tiff, a perfon of extraordinary merit, and wifdom uni- 
verfally acknowledged, ftrongly oppofed this under¬ 
taking as an innovation repugnant to ancient cuftoms, 
and pernicious to good manners, that might be at¬ 
tended with very fatal confequences. He exhorted 
the Senators not to fuffer the luxury and voluptuouf- 
nefs of the Greeks to enervate and corrupt the manly 
courage of the Romans, and not in fome meafure to 
invite the People, already too much inclined of them¬ 
felves to the pleafure offhews, to abandon themfelves 
to them without meafure, and to pafs whole days at 
them with the more pleafure, as from thenceforth they 
would find the place entirely commodious for that 
purpofe. 

The Senate, moved with thefe remonftrances, 
jhewed a wife and determinate j- feverity upon this 
occafion, which Paterculus confiders as a moft fhining 
proof of the zeal of that body for the public good. 
They decreed that a flop fhould be put to the work, 
which was already much advanced that what was 
built of it fbould be demolilhed •, and that the mate- 

Cui in demoliendo, eximia civitatis feveritas & Conful Scipio re- 
ftiterunt. Quod inter clariflima publics voluntatis argumenta nume- * 
raverim. Vele, Paterc, 1. x. c. * 5 , 

rials 


268 


INTRODUCTION. 

rials fhould be fold. They alfo prohibited the erect¬ 
ing, either in the city, or within a thoufand paces of 
it, any theatre with feats in it to fit down upon, and 
ordained that the People fhould ftand at the fhews, in 
order * that fo incommodious an attitude and pofture 
might fhew that the Romans carried with them, even 
to their diverfions, a manly vigour and patience, ca¬ 
pable of fuftaining the rudelt fatigues and without 
doubt to remove the temptation and defire of prolong¬ 
ing the duration of the fhews. 

Pompey was not fo delicate. Tertullian, in his 
book upon Shews, tells us, that Pompey was afraid 
to mention the word Theatre in his ediCt to invite the 
People to the dedication of that work, but called it 
the temple of Venus, to which, faid he, we have 
added flairs and feats for the convenience of thofe 
who fhall be prefent at the Ihews -f-. And Tacitus alfo 
informs us, that the ancient and wifeft perlons of the 
commonwealth were very much offended at him for 
having built a perpetual theatre; whereas before it 
was expefted that one was always to be prepared, 
when the celebration of games made it necelfary. Be- 
fides which, on tracing the thing farther back, it was 
found, that the People had always flood at the fhews; 
and to provide feats for them, was judged to be in a 
manner exhorting them to pafs whole days in idlenefs 
and indolence at the theatre. 


ARTICLE II. 


A Mongft the monuments of the Roman magnifi- 
^ cence, the three . moft admired, were the great 
Ways, or roads, of the empire,, the AqueduCts, and 


* Ut fcilicet remiiTioni animorum jun£la ftandi virilitas, propria 
Romans gentis nota effet. Val. Max. 1 . 2. c. 4. 

f Erant qui Cn. quoque Pompeium incufatum a fenioribus ferrent, 
quod rnanfuram theatri iedem pofuifTet: nam antea fubitariis gradi- 
bus, & fcena in tempus ftrufta, ludos edi folitos ; vel, fi vetuftiora 
repetas, ftantem populum fpeftafle. - Si confideret, theatro di^s totos 
ignavii?. continuaret. Tacit, Annal. 1 . 14, c. 20, 
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the Drains, or Common Sewers : we have feen that 
thefe had fome relation to the office of fEdile. I jfhall 
treat them fuccinftly, to give the reader fome flight 
idea of them, and not to bury entirely in filence a 
fubjedt more capable than any other of making known 
the greatnefs of the Roman People. The learned 
Benedictine Father Montfaucon will in a great mea* 
fure be my guide upon this head. 


SEC T. I. 

Of the Roman ways. 

*"pHE firft of all the Romans, who rendered him- 
felf famous by making a public way, was the 
Cenfor Appius Claudius, whofe hiftory we fhall foon 
fee. This way was called from him The Appian Way. 
It reached from the gate of Rome called Porta Ca- 
pena to' the city of Capua : the territory of the Ro¬ 
mans extended no farther in thofe days. It was after¬ 
wards continued, either by Julius or Auguftus Ctefar, 
as far as the city of Brundufium. Its length in its 
whole extent, was about three hundred and fifty miles, 
that is to fay, an hundred and fifty of our leagues. 
It was the molt ancient and fineft of all the Roman 
Ways ; and in confequence was called the Queen of 
them : 

-- Sua limine noto 

Appia longarum teritur Regina viarum. 

Stat. Sylv. i, 12. 

The center of all thofe great ways was the Milliary 
ftone, called Milliarium Aureum, planted in the midft 
of Rome. From thence the ways were divided into 
a great number of branches, which extended into all 
the parts of the Roman empire. 

C. Gracchus applied himfelf with particular care to 
reinftate and repair the great ways. *• He divided them 
into equal fpaces called miles, becaufe they contained 

a thou- 
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a thoufand geometrical paces. (The mile wants very 
littie of eight * ftadia.) To mark thofe miles, he 
caufed great pillars or columns of ltone to be planted, 
on which the number of miles was infcribed. From 
thence came that mode of fpeech fo frequent in au¬ 
thors, tertio , quarto, quint o, lapide ab urbe. Thofe 
miles are to this day of great ufe in geography, for 
knowing the true diftance of the places mentioned in 
antient authors. They were alfo very f commodious 
for travellers, who are much pleafed with knowing 
exaftly the way they have come, and how far they 
have ftill to go, which is a kind of reft and refrelh- 
ment to them. 

Gracchus added one thing which was ftill a greater 
convenience. He caufed fine ftones to be planted at 
lefs diftances on each fide of the ways, to affift tra¬ 
vellers in mounting on horfeback without help : for 
the ancients did not ufe ftirrops. 

The long duration of thefe works, of which part 
fubfift to this day, fhews with what care and fkill they 
were made, which has been imitated by no nation 
fince. Though the Appian way is about two thou¬ 
fand years old, it is ftill whole for feveral miles toge¬ 
ther near Fondi, not to mention many other places 
where there are great remains of it. But the ftones 
on the top being either loofe or out of their places, 
thofe roads are avoided, as extremely inconvenient to 
chaifes, or other wheel-carriages. 

In other parts there are long Ipaces, where the top 
of the pavement has preferved itfelf very well, and is 
as fmooth as glafs. The ftones of this pavement are 
of the colour of iron, and harder than marble. They 
are fo well joined together, that in many places the 
point of a knife cannot be introduced between them. 
The furface, as we have faid, is as fmooth as glafs, 

* Twenty of them make the common French league of 2500 paces. 

+ Facientibus iter multum detrahunt fatigationis infcripta lapidi- 
bus fpatia. Nam & exhaufti laboris nofce menfuram, voluptati eft ; 
&hortatur ad reliqua fortius exequenda, fcire quantum fuperht. Ni¬ 
hil enim longum videri necefle eft, in quo quid ultimum lit certum eft# 
Quintil, 1.4.. c. 5, 
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which in rainy weather makes horfes Aide ; and at all 
times in the cleaneft and fmootheft parts of them, 
there is no going faft. The ftones on the top are about 
a foot thick : and the ways are fomething higher than 
the land on the fide of them. In fome places moun¬ 
tains, and even great rocks, are cut through for con¬ 
tinuing them. This is principally to be feen at Ter- 
racina, where the rock is cut away almoft to the depth 
of an hundred and twenty feet. The rock is levelled 
at bottom, and ferves for the way, but rough hewn 
and furrowed, that horfes may have firm footing 
upon it. 

This wonderful folidity of the Appian and other 
ways, proceeds not only from the thicknefs and hard- 
nefs of the ftones well united, but alfo the deep bed 
that fupports them. I obferved, fays F. Montfaucon, 
part of the Appian way, from which the ftones at 
top had been removed, which gave me the opportu¬ 
nity of confidering the ftru&ure of that bed. The 
bottom of it confifts of fplinters of ftone worked toge¬ 
ther with a very ftrong cement, which cannot be broke 
without great difficulty. Upon this there is a layer of 
gravel cemented in the fame manner, and mingled 
with fmall round ftones. The great ftones that form 
the furface, were eafily laid in this layer of gravel 
whilft foft: there being depth enough in it to receive 
ftones of unequal thicknefs. The whole bed with 
the pavement at top, may be about three feet from 
top to bottom. 

There were places where thefe great roads had foot¬ 
ways. Their breadth was about two feet, and their 
depth one and a half or thereabouts. The ufual ■ 
breadth of the horfe-ways is fomething lefs than four¬ 
teen feet: which is not exactly what is necefiary for 
two waggons. This breadth in my opinion ill fuits 
the beauty of the reft of the work. 

We have faid that the Romans made high-ways 
through mountains. We have a lafting example oF 
that in the grotto of Pozzuolo, where the fteep moun¬ 
tain 
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tain between that city and Naples is cut through from 
fide to fide for the 'fake of the palTage. At the two 
extremities the opening is very high, but the way is 
afterwards with a defcent, in order that it may have 
light*as far as poflible. And as this did not hinder 
the road from being extremely dark foon after the en¬ 
trance, openings have been cut about the middle 
through the mountain to let in the light. Notwith- 
ftanding all thefe precautions, it is ftill fo very dark 
in the middle, that the wheel-carriages, which pafs 
from the oppofite fides, would be in danger of run¬ 
ning againft one another, if the drivers did not call 
out to each other to keep either on the fide next the 
fea, or on that next the mountain. 

The care of the Romans to make the great roads 
commodious throughout the whole extent of their 
empire, has done that people infinite honour, and 
ought to give us a very high idea of the wifdom of a 
government, whofe views were fo great and noble, 
and folely dire6ted to the good of the public. This 
is a fine model for thofe whp hold the reins of go¬ 
vernment. 

S E C *T. II. 

Of Aquedtifts. 

A N Aquedudt is a work of ftone, made in uneven 
ground to preferve the level of the water, and to 
carry it as a canal from one place to another. There 
are aquedudts under ground, and others that are con¬ 
tinued by arches. 

The aquedufts were the wonders of Rome. The 
great number that had been built there, the immenfe 
expences for bringing water thirty, forty, fixty miles, 
and ftill farther, upon arches either continued to 
Rome, or fupplied by other works: all this furprizes 
and amazes us, and the more, becaufe we are not ac- 
cuftomed to fuch bold undertakings, nor to purchafe 
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the convenience of the public at fo dear a rate. * If 
we confider, fays Pliny, the incredible quantity of 
water brought to Rome for the ufes of the public, 
for fountains, baths, fifh-ponds, private houfes, gar¬ 
dens, and country-feats j if we reprefent to ourfelves 
the arches built at a great expence, and carried on a 
very great way, mountains levelled, rocks cut through, 
and deep valleys filled up; we fhall own that there 
is nothing more wonderful in the univerfe; Pliny in 
the fame place mentions an aqueduft finifhed by the 
Emperor Claudius, which brought water to Rome 
forty miles over the higheft mountains': a work that 
coft immenfe fums. 

The Romans during more than four hundred and ^ r0 "*' d <la 
forty years, contented themfelveS with the waters of 1.1. 
the Tiber, of the wells, and fountains of the city and 
thofe in the neighbourhood. But the city being con-; 
fiderably augmented in its extent- and the number of 
its inhabitants, they were obliged to bring waters from 
remote places by the means of aquedudts. In the 
year of Rome 442, Appius Claudius,, during his 
Cenforfnip, (for the Cenfors. and PE tides had the care 
of the waters)^brought water from its fource at Pne- 
nefte to’ the city by canals, either fupported by arches, 
or continued under ground; Thirty-nine years after 
M. Curius Dentatus, who was then Cenfor with Pa- 
pirius Curfor, brought water alfo from the neighbour¬ 
hood of the city of Tibur, and applied part of the Tlvo! ^ 
fums taken in the fpoils of Pyrrhus in drat expence. 

Others afterwards proceeded upon the fame plan, with 
the fame views. 

But Agrippa rofe infinitely upon ail who had pre¬ 
ceded him. Every body knew at that time, that the 
true glory of the TEdiles did not confift fo much in 
the celebration of games, a function they were indif- 

* Si quis diligentius aeftimaverit aquarum abundantiam ih publico, 
balneis* pifcinis; domibus, euripis, hortis, fuburbanis, villis, fpatio- 
que advenientis aqusc exftruftos arcus, montes perfoffos, convalles 
aequatas; fatebitur nihil magis mirandum fuilTe in toto orbe terra- 
rum. Plin. 1. 36. c. 15. 
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penfibly obliged to difcharge in virtue of their office ; 
as in the conftru&ion of works ufeful to the public* 
of which the fight alone tranfmitted their names and 
36. memory to the lateft pofteritv. It feems, that to give 
an illuftrious example in this point, Agrippa, who 
was in the higheft degree of favour with Auguftus, 
had been three times Conful, and had paffed through 
all the moft fplendid employments, was defirous to 
exercife the office of /Edile. He diftinguifhed him- 
felf in it by all that iEdiles tifually did, but princi¬ 
pally by the care which he took to enrich Rome with 
prodigious quantities of fine water, either by cleanf- 
ing the ancient canals and aquedu&s, or adding new 
ones to them : which conftitutes the beauty and con¬ 
venience of a city, and contributes exceedingly to its 
cleanlinefs, and the goodnefs of the air 3 advantages 
that merit great regard with refpeft to health, and 
efpccially at Rome. Agrippa applied himfelf intirely 
to this part of the civil government, which was one of 
the principal fundtions of the iEdiles. He made an 
hundred and thirty refervoirs to contain water, befides 
an hundred and five fountains for the ufe of the citi¬ 
zens, and feven hundred watering places for horfes 
and other beafts of burden. And to embellifh all 
thefe works, he difpofed amongft them three hundred 
ftatues either of brafs or marble, and four hundred 
marble pillars : a truly eftimable magnificence, when 
united in that manner with public utility. Thefe fta¬ 
tues and columns did Agrippa more honour, fo placed 
in the public ftreets and fquares of Rome, than, if 
through a weak and miftaken felf-love, he had fhut 
them up, and in a manner kept them in prifon, in 
his palaces and gardens.. All this was compleated 
within the year of his iEdilefhip. Neither did he con¬ 
fine it folely to thefe glorious works. He undertook 
another, which, in my opinion, may be confidered as 
ffiill more important than them. I fhall fpeak of it 
in the following fedtion. 

We undertake nothing in thefe days like thefe an¬ 
cient works, whofe beauty and grandeur appear to us 

in 
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in the precious remains of them, Hill fuperior to all 
that, is related of them by authors. There are {till to 
be feen in the country about Rome, great remains of 
aqueducts, arches continued a great way, upon which 
were the canals that carried water to the city. Thefe 
arches are fometimes low, fometimes of a great height, 
according as the inequality of the ground required. 
There are fome aqueducts fupported by two arches 
one above another, left the too great height fhould 
prevent the work from being fufficiently folid. They 
are ufually of bricks fo well cemented, that it is very 
hard to feparate them from their places. Every body 
has heard of Pont-de-guard, which confifts of three 
rows of arches, one above another, and is believed 
to have been built by the Romans to carry on an aque¬ 
duct to the city of Nifmes, from whence it is not 
above three leagues. It is ftill, after feventeen ages, 
the admiration of all who fee it. When the land was 
fo high, that the neceffary defcent could not be found, 
good fubterraneous canals were made, which carried 
the water to the aqueduCts above ground, and built 
at the bottom and on the declivity of the mountains. 
If the water could not have its way but through a 
rock, the rock was cut at the height of the higher, to 
bring the water into the lower, aqueduCt. There is 
ftill to be feen beyond Tibur (Tivoli) fuch a canal 
cut through the rock for more than the fpace of a 
mile. This canal is about five feet deep and four 
broad. 

It is impofiible to refufe our admiration to fuch 
works as the AqueduCls, which not Only contributed 
to the wants and conveniencies of the inhabitants of 
Rome, but alfo to the embellilhment of the city in 
general, and of the houfes and gardens of particulars 
by fountains and canals, which conftituted their prin¬ 
cipal beauty. But we are going to fee another ufe of 
them, which muft appear ftill more eftimable, though 
it does not make fo fplendid an appearance. 

T 2 
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SECT. III. 

Of the Common Sewers and Drains . 

T Murt defire the Reader not to be prejudiced and 
difgufted by the name of the work upon which I 
am now a going to (peak, which promifes nothing but 
what is low and offenfive, but of which Livy how¬ 
ever fays, uniting it with the great Circus built aimoft 
at the fame time, that even under Auguftus, when 
Rome had attained its higheft degree of elevation, it 
could hardly fhew any thing comparable to the gran¬ 
deur and magnificence of thofe two works. gpuibus 
duobus operibus vix nova h<ec magnificentia quicqtiam ad<z- 
qiiare pot nit. 

It was Tarquin the Elder who formed the defign 
of, and, in feme fenfe, finifhed the work in queftiom 
Rome, as all the world knows, had feverai hills within 
its walls. The rains and other waters overflowed the 
ftreets and places fituated low, and very much incom¬ 
moded the inhabitants by the dirt and filth, and {till 
more by the ftagnation of {linking waters that in¬ 
fected the air, and often occafioned difeafes. Tar¬ 
quin, like a great King who had noble views, and 
who believed himfelf only placed upon the throne for 
the good of his (objects, formed the defign of deli¬ 
vering Rome from all its inconveniencies, and of ren¬ 
dering it a more healthy abode. 

- For this purpofe, he caufed fubterraneous vaults to 
be built of incredible folidity, as we (had fee in the 
fequel. They were divided into many branches* 
which extended into the feverai quarters of the city, 
and terminated all under the Forum in the great Com¬ 
mon Sewer, called Cloaca Maxima, that by a fingle 
canal emptied itfelf into the Tiber. Thefe vaulted 
canals were fixteen feet broad, and thirteen high, fo 
that a waggon loaded with hay might eafily pafs in 
them. Openings had been left at proper diftances to 
receive the filth of the city, which kept it always very 
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dean. The incredible quantity of waters, brought 
by the great number of aquedufts to Rome in whole 
rivers, and difcharged into thefe Sewers, joined with 
the other rivulets which had been purpofely made to 
run through them, and efpecially the declivity, which 
great care had been taken to give thefe fnbterraneous 
canals, made it impoffible for the filth to continue 
long in them, and occafioned every thing to be pre- 
fently carried off into the river. 

Tarquin the Proud put the laft hand to the great Liv. l.i. 
Cloaca, and was perhaps obliged to enlarge it, be- c - 5 s- 
caufe the city itfelf, being much augmented by the 
addition of feveral hills, it was undoubtedly neceffary 
to make particular Sewers in the new quarters, that 
emptied themfelves like the reft into the great one. 

The burning of Rome by the Gauls, followed very Llv ; '• 
foon by the rebuilding of the city, difcompofed the i5 ’ 
order of this admirable work extremely. As every 
thing on that occafion was done in hafte, and the peo¬ 
ple had no thoughts but of getting themfelves habi¬ 
tations as foon as poffible, each built where he pleafed, 
without regard to lines, or following any fixed and 
ftated plan. From thence it happened, as moil of 
the ftreets were very narrow and irregular, that the 
fubterraneous canals, which before ran along the mid¬ 
dle of the ftreets and public places, were moil of 
them under private houfes, which could not in all 
appearance but be attended with confiderable incon¬ 
veniences. The work however continued firm and 
whole for many ages, notwithftanding all the acci¬ 
dents that might have hurt it. This Pliny tells us, 
where he fpeaks of the care Agrippa took of the 
Sewers during his iEdilelhip. * Having opened the 

. * A Marco Agrippa in JEdilitate poft Confulatum, per meatus cor- 
rivati feptem amnes, cur fuque prcecipiti torrentium modo rapere atque 
auferre omnia coa&i, infuper mole imbrium concitati, vada ac latera 
quatiunt: aliquando Tiberis retro infufi recipient flu&us, pngnant- 
que diverfi aquarum impetus intus : & tamen obnixa nrmitas rdiftit. 

*— Pulfant ruinse, fpontse prsecipites aut impadbe incendiis : quatitur 
folum terras metibus. Durant tamen a Tnrquinio Pril'co annis DCC 
prope inSxpugnabiles. Plin, 1. 36, c. 15. 
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fiuices, that kept the water brought to Rome by fe- 
ven aquedufts in the fame number of great refervoirs, 
that water fell with incredible rapidity like fo many 
torrents into the fubterraneous vaults, and carried 
away with it ail the filth, which they might infenfibly 
have contra&ed, notwithftanding the attention of the 
Cenfors and iEdiles, (and indeed that was inevitable) 
and perhaps through the neglect of fome of thofe 
magistrates. Agrippa fucceeded fo perfeftly in cleanf-. 
ing thefe Drains, that he in a manner made thofe fub¬ 
terraneous vaults, canals of pleafure, and diverted 
himfelf with going down in a boat from the entrance 
of the great Sewer to the place where it emptied it- 
felf into the Tiber. The arched work of thofe Drains, 
rnuft have been of a folidity of proof againft all things, 
as they were capable of fupporting the weight of the 
houfes built upon them, to which they ferved inftead 
of foundations; the weight of the pavement of the 
ftreets, which in the manner it was prepared, as we 
have Seen above, muft have been very heavy; and 
that of the innumerable carriages perpetually palling 
to and fro in the ftreets of Rome. Add to all this, 
with Pliny, the falling down of houfes either through, 
decay or fires, earthquakes that happened from time 
tp time, and the impetuofity of the waters which 
fell like torrents into the Sewers, and which were often 
driven back with violence by the waves of the Tiber 
when it overflowed. Notwithftanding which, fays 
Pliny, thefe vaults have fubfifted from Tarquinius 
Prifcus down to our time, that is to fay above fix 
hundred and fifty years, almoft as firm and folid as- 
at firft. 

Thefe were works truly worthy of the Roman, 
greatnefs •, and I am not afraid to fay, that to efti- 
mate things according to their real value, the Sewers 
of Rome, though buried deep in the earth, were 
highly to be preferred to thofe enormous piles the Py¬ 
ramids of Egypt, which rife almoft into the clouds, 
and which Pliny has reafon to define, “ A foolilh and 
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ufelefs qftentation of the riches of kings.” Regum 
tpecuni<e otiofa ac jlulta oftcntatio. 

The city of Paris, animated by the zeal and good 
tafte of Mr. Turgot her Mayor, leems to intend to 
imitate ancient Rome. The confiderable expences 
which Hie employs on works that have no end, but 
the convenience and embeiliihment of the capital of 
the kingdom, are well bellowed, and will do great 
honour to the wife magiftrate who prelides over her, 
and thofe who form his council. 


ARTICLE HI. 

Short dijjeriation upap the cruel treatment of debtors by 
their creditors. 

HP HE manner in which debtors were treated at 
Rome by their creditors, was a continual fource. 
of trouble and divifion between the two Orders of the 
State. It was a Right eftablifhed at Rome, probably' 
from the foundation of the city, either by an exprefs 
law, or purely by cullom, that debtors, who were not 
in a condition to pay their debts, fhould be delivered 
up to their creditors, to be employed by them in the 
fame works as Haves. There feemed a kind of juf- 
tice in obliging debtors, that could not aifcharge 
their debts by money, to difcharge them by fervices 
done their creditors, who, for inftance, fent them to 
work in cultivating their lands in the country, or em¬ 
ployed them in the fame works as other Haves in their 
houfes. And in order that they might not fly, they 
wore chains both in the city and country ; from whence 
they were called Nexi. . 

If they had contented themfelves with exacting' 
only this kind of fervice and work, it would perhaps 
be difficult, as we fliall Ihew in the fequel, to charge 
the cullom with injuftice. Rut the creditors, who 
were almofc all ufurers by profeflion, did not Hop 
there. There was no kind of cruelty, ill treatment, 
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or indignity, that they did not make them fuffer, 
Pion.Hal. What Dionyfius Halicarnaflenfis makes Sicinius, 
1,6.402. c hi e f 0 f the fadion who fupported the interefts of 
thofe poor debtors, fay to them, fhews to what an ex- 
cefs their mifery was carried. “ We are reduced to 
the cruel neceffity of cultivating our own lands for 
the advantage of thefe infatiable tyrants, to dig, to 
plant, to toil, and to keep cattle, in company with 
the Haves taken by our own arms, and treated in all 
things like them, fome with chains at their hands, 
fome at their feet, and others with iron collars about 
their necks like brute beafts •, not to mention the bit¬ 
ter injuries and infults, the infolence and cruelty of 
thofe barbarous wretches, which often vents itfelf in 
tearing and torturing our bodies with fcourges.” 

34. p. 361. Thefe complaints may be confidered as great exag¬ 
gerations. But in the fame hiftorian we find an old 
man, who had been in twenty-eight battles, and re¬ 
ceived many rewards of his valour; who not being 
able to pay his debts, had been delivered up with his 
children to his creditors. Having efcaped from pri- 
fon, he prefented himfelf before the People to implore 
their companion, fhewing his breaft covered with 
wounds received .in defence of his country, and his 
back ftill bleeding with the lafhes he had juft received 
from his creditor, * Livy relates the fame fad, and 
with the fame circumftances. 

^..K. 259. This fad occafioned the firft fedition of the People, 
and thejr feceffion to the Sacred Mountain. After 
abundance of deliberations, an accommodation was at 
length concluded. It is furprizing that amongft the 
conditions of this treaty, Livy ftiould not fay a fingle 
word concerning the debts, which had been the foie 
caufe of this tumult: he only fpeaks of the inftitution 
Dionyf. of the Tribunes of the People. Dionyfius of Halj- 
J. 6.p,405, carnalTus fupplies us with what pafled in that refped. 

The following, according to him, are the words of 

* Du£him fe ab creditore, non in fervitium, fed in ergaftulum, & 
carnificinam efie. Inde oftentare tergum fcedum recentibus veltigiis 
yerbermn? Liv ? 1 , 2, c. 23. 
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Menenius Agrippa to the People in the name of the 
Senate. “ As to thofe who are not in a condition to 
“ pay their debts, we agree it is juft that they Ihould 
“ be remitted to them : and if any debtors have been 
“ delivered up for non-payment in time, it is our 
“ will that they be let at liberty. "We alfo decree that 
“ thofe, againft whom their creditors have obtained 
“ from the judges fentence to feize their bodies, fhall 
“ be difcharged, and we cancel all fuch fentences 
“ pafled againft them.” All thefe claufes regarded 
the paft : and it was agreed for the time to come, that 
the Senate and People in concert Ihould make a regu¬ 
lation in refpeft to debts which Ihould have the force 
of a law. It does not appear that any fuch was made. 

The People probably judged the inftitution of the Tri¬ 
bunes a fufficient barrier againft the injuftice and vio¬ 
lence of creditors. 

If that office were fo at firft, that refuge was of no 
long duration, and did not fecure the People. Amongft A. R. 304. 
the laws of the Twelve Tables, that is to fay lefs than 
fifty years after, there was one, which in exprefs terms 
gave creditors the fame rights over their debtors, as 
excited the fedition I have juft been fpeaking of, and 
carried things ftill much farther. The judges granted 
a debtor thirty days to find means for paying his debts. 

If he differed that time to elapfe without payment, 
he was delivered up to his creditors, whom the law 
permitted to keep him in irons •, and he continued fixty 
days in them. During that interval, he was made to 
appear three market-days fucceffively before the Prae¬ 
tor, and proclamation was made of the fum in which 
he was found and declared to be indebted. And if 
he did not either pay it on the third market-day, or find 
fufficient fecurity, he was condemned * to lofe his head, 
or to be fold as a have into a ftrange country on the other 
fide of the Tiber. This capital punilhment only for 
debt makes one tremble. The law, however, was not 

f Cap.ite pcenas dabant, aut trans Tiberim peregre venum 
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contented with that, f To infpire by fo atrocious and 
Shocking an ordinance a greater horror for breach, of 
faith in the commerce of the world and civil fociety 
(for that appears to be the motive for fo ftrange a law) 
it permitted creditors, if there were a plurality of them, 
to cut the dead body of their common debtor into fe- 
veral parts, and to divide it amongft them. 

I do not know whether there be any thing in all 
Pagan antiquity more horrid than this law. In con- 
fequence it was J abrogated by non-ufage, and the 
general deteftation of fuch inhuman cruelty. The 
jfiril part of this law, which delivered up debtors to 
their creditors, continued afterwards in all its force, 
and occafioned the fame complaints and violences,' as 
had induced the People before to retire to the Sacred 
A. R. 370. Mountain. This was the pretext Manlius employed 
for the attainment of his ambitious ends, well * know¬ 
ing, that he could not ufe a more proper means for 
exaiperating the.populace, and attaching them to him- 
felf than the affair of the debts, which included indi- 
A.R.3S6. gence, ignominy, flavery, and torments. This op- 
preffion of the People augmented continually in fuc- 
ceeding years. The § poor citizens were feen deliver¬ 
ed in crowds to the cruelty of their creditors by the 
decrees of the judges, and many houfes of the Patri¬ 
cians turned into mournful prifons, where thefe un¬ 
happy wretches were confined, chained hand and 
foot. 

f Earn capitis pcenam fanciendoe, ficut dixi, fidei gratia, horrificam 
atrocitatis oftentu novifque terroribus metuendam reddiderunt. 

J Sunt quaedam non laudabilia natura, fed jure concefTa ut in xn 
tabulis debitoris corpus inter creditores dividi licuit: quam legem, 
mos publicus repudiavit. Quintil. 1 . 3. c. 6. 

Judicatos in partes fecari a creditoribus leges erant, confenfu tamen 
publico crudelitas poftea erafa eft. Tertul. Apolog. c. 4. 

* Fidem moliri ccepit : acriores quippe aeris alieni ftimulos efie, qui 
non egeftatem modo atqueignominiam minentur, fed nervo & vinculis 
corpus liberum territent. Liv. 1 . 6. c. 36. 

§ An placeret fcenore circumventam plebem—corpus in nervum ac 
fupplicia dare ? & gregatim quotidie de foro addidtos duci ? &repleri 
vindtis nobiles domos ? Sc ubicun^que patricius habitet, ibi carcerem 
privatum elfe ? 
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Something more than forty years after, the criminal 
pafiion and inhuman cruelty of a creditor in regard to 
a young citizen, who appeared in public with his back 
dead with ftripes, awakened the indolence of the Senate 
a little. The Confuls had orders to propofe a law to 
the People to prohibit the imprifoning of any citizen 
for debt, and to give creditors a right only over the 
fortunes, and not the perfons of their debtors. The 
law paded, and in confequence all who were confined 
for debt were fet at liberty; and it was prohibited to 
imprifon debtors for the future. Livy feems tacitly to 
condemn this law in faying: * “ That one man’s 
crime gave a terrible blow that day to public credit, 
which is the ftrongeft tie of fociety.” 

This lav/was but a weak bulwark againft the avarice 
and violence of creditors ; for forty years after we find 
that it was neceffary to revive it upon a like occafion, 
when the People retired to the hill Janiculum. 

The fubjeit I am now treating concerning the 
debts, continued always to excite great troubles at 
Rome to the end of the Commonwealth. It muft give 
the reader afecret difguft for the Senate, who feem, if 
not to favour this diforder, at leaft to fuffer it too 
paffively, and not to oppofe it with all the conftancy, 
which the importance of the affair required, as well as 
the duty of a body ; that ought to have confidered 
themfelves charged by their ftation with the defence of 
the poor, and eftablifhed for the fupport of good order 
and union between the citizens. 

But attention is to be had to the motives by which 
the magiftrates regulated their conduit in refped to 
the debtors. Their great principle was, as Dionyfius 
Halicarnaffenfis makes Appius fay in exprefs terms, 
“ That the facred pledge of public faith ought never 
to be retrenched from human fociety.” Cicero in his 
fecond book of Offices, where he treats this point with 

* Vi£him eo die ob impotentem injuriam unius ingens vinculum 
fidei. Liv. 
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fufficient extent, lays down the fame principle. u f If 
faith be not kept, fays he, no Commonwealth can 
fubfifc: and there is no faith, where debtors can 
“ exempt themfelves from paying their debts.” The 
duty of magiftrates, according to him, would be to 
prevent, as there are % a thoufand methods to do, the 
citizens from contracting debts, fo as to involve the 
Commonwealth in the confequence. At leaft, when 
that misfortune happens, they ought to relieve them 
to the utmofc of their power, and to prevent the un¬ 
happy confequences, that the extreme mifery of the 
People may occafion. And this is what we have feen 
the Senate do. It fixes the intereft of money lent at 
one per cent: it does not feem poflible to make it lefs. 
However, ten years after, it reduces it to half an one. 
Sometimes it gives the debtors time to difcharge their 
debts at different payments : fometimes it pays their 
debts out of the public treafury, taking proper fecu- 
rity in behalf of the State : fometimes it difcharges 
them of all arrears, and obliges them to pay only the 
intereft. It prohibits creditors to ufe debtors deliver¬ 
ed up to them with cruelty ; and afterwards it ablo- 
lutely prohibits delivering them up at all. All thefe 
meafures indeed did not entirely relieve the poor •, and 
frill left them in a kind of mifery. But, * befides that 
on the part of the debtors there is often fraud, or at 
leaft negligence, the Senate was lefs affefted with their 
condition, though worthy of compaffion, than with the 
care of not hurting public credit. 

Not to condemn the conduCt of fo wife a body as 
the Roman Senate lightly, let us go farther back, and 
confiderwhat paffed on this head amongft the Hebrews, 
who had God himfelf for their Legiflator. 

Every Hebrew who had borrowed upon his land, 

f Nec enim ulla res vehementius rempublicam continet, quem 
fid.es quae efle nulla potelt nifi erit neceffaria folutio rerum creditarum, 
Offic. 1 . 2. c. 84. 

* Et fic quoque parte Plebis affefta, fides tamen publica privatis 
difficultatibus potior ad curam Senatui fuit, Liv. 1 , 7. c. 27. 
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Could not re-enter into pofleffion of it, till after his 
eftate, which was delivered up to his creditors, had 
difcharged his debts, or in the year of Jubilee, when 
all lands returned to their firft owners. Without this 
feverity, of which God himfelf was the inftitutor and 
guarantee, every individual might have inclined to 
borrow through confidence of never paying: or rather 
nobody would have lent, through fear, or a moral 
certainty, of never feeing their money again. What 
in fuch a cafe would have become of fociety, when all 
faith and credit would have been annihilated even by 
the protection of the laws and the magiftrates ? To 
whom could any one have had recourfe in the molt 
ifrgent necefiity ? 

For the fame reafons, a perfon who had no eftate, 
of which he could renounce pofleffion to reimburfe his 
creditor, was abandoned to him by the law of God, 
to be his Have till the feventh year, before which the 
debtor could have no hopes of liberty. 

So far, and in thefe two. cafes, the Roman polity, 
which perfectly refembled that of the Hebrews, was 
ftridtly juft; and it cannot be blamed, without accufing 
God himfelf, who had eftabliftied a like law amongft 
his people. 

At Rome indeed the creditors abufed it •, as fome 
creditors alfo did amongft the. Hebrews. Gcd re¬ 
proaches thofe cruel and inhuman mafters •, he me¬ 
naces them; he exhorts them to be merciful •, he puts 
them in mind of their flavery in Egypt, and declares 
that he will punifh their inhumanity. But thefe in-- 
conveniences, forefeen and foretold by God, never 
induced him to abolifh a law, which mafters fome- 
times abufed, as it is ufual for the paffions to abide 
whatever is moft legal. The inconveniencies and 
violences fell only upon a fmall number of individuals, 
which could not dilTolve the bands of fociety : where¬ 
as the general impunity of debtors would not have 
failed to fubvert entirely the Commonwealth of the 
Hebrews as well as that of the Romans. 
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Since the eftablifhment of Chriftianity, the moft 
moderate and religious Hates have imprifoned thofe 
who fail to pay their bills of exchange, and other ob¬ 
ligations to pay at fixed times. The law gives a right 
to feize the bodies of fuch defaulters, and to keep them 
jn prifon as long as they live, if they cio not fatisfy their 
creditors. The fupport of States fubjefts them uni- 
verfally to this rigour, notwithftanding the natural 
compaffion for unhappy infolvents, becaufe it is be¬ 
lieved indifpenfibly neceffary to take all poffible pre¬ 
cautions againft breach of credit, much more natural 
and ufual againft men, than cruelty. 

To judge equitably therefore of the Senate’s conduct 
in refpeft to the affair in queftion, we muft diftinguiftt 
between the law of debts, which is full of juftice and 
equity in itfelf, and the unjuft abufe made of it. The 
Tribunes of the People, who regarded nothing but 
attaching the populace to themfelves by any means 
whatfoever, and who had not the Public Good in view, 
often prcpofed the entire remittance of debts, which 
was called in Latin novas tabulas. Every one had art 
account in his books of the fums he had lent, with 
the hands of the borrowers to them ; which was the 
creditor’s fecurity. The cancelling then of thefe ac¬ 
counts was evidently abolilhing the debts. Solon, 
when he inftituted new laws at Athens, ufed this me¬ 
thod, which has been confidered with reafon as ex¬ 
treme injuftice. What right had he to difpofe in that 
manner of people’s fortunes ? To this firft bait, fo 
well adapted to allure the People, the Tribunes added* 
a fecond, neither lefs dangerous nor unjuft : this was 
a new diftribution of lands. The Roman fliftory re¬ 
founds univerfally with the cries and tumults excited 
by thefe two feditious demands of the Tribunes, which 
v/e have feen always ftrongly oppofed by the Senate 
as prizes that would infallibly induce the fubverfion 
of liberty, and the ruin of the ftate, which actually 
happened in the fequel. 

Though there might have been fome injuftice in the 
firft acquifition or ul'urpation of thofe lands, to reform 

that 
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that abufe, after a poffeftion of fo many ages, could 
not be attempted, without occafioning a general ruin 
and confufion in the fortunes of particulars: Aratus, 
amongft the Greeks, rightly perceived this inconve¬ 
nience, and it is not without reafcn that Cicero highly offic. l. 2. 
extols the wifdom he fhewed in a like conjunfture. n - 8l >. 82 - 
Having re-taken Sicyon, and caufed the Tyrant Ni- Arat- m 
codes to be put to death, he recalled fix hundred of p. 1031. 
the moll illuftrious citizens, whom the tyrants had 
expelled, after having deprived them of their whole 
eftates. But he found himfelf in great perplexity on 
this occafion. On the one fide, he did not think it 
juft that they fhould remain in neceffity, whilft others 
enjoyed the houfes and lands of which they had been 
deprived. But at the fame time he judged it unjuft 
to difturb a poffdfion of fifty years; and the more, 
becaufe during that time a great part of thofe eftates, 
having either paffed from hand to hand by fucceffions, 
fales, or marriages, were poffeffed with good right by 
thofe who were actually feized of them. (And this 
was exactly the cafe of the pofieffors of lands at Rome.) 

To indemnify the pofieffors, required confiderable 
fums. Aratus had recourfe to the liberality of Ptolomy 
Philadelphus King of Egypt, his particular friend, 
who, upon the account which Aratus gave him of the 
difficulty he was under, made him a prefent of an 
hundred and fifty talents, that is, an hundred and 
fifty thoufand crowns. This was indeed to be a King, 
and to know the true ufe and value of money ! 

Aratus, on his return to Sicyon, accommodated every 
thing, without giving any one caufe to complain. 

“ * O the great man, cries Cicero, how worthy he 
“ was of being born in our Commonwealth !” 

At Rome, in the happy times of the Common¬ 
wealth, the well-inclined Senators and magiftrates' 
thought like Aratus, both in refpeft to the diftribu- 

* O virum magnum, dignumque qui in noftra republics natus 
efle l. 
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tion of lands, and the remittance of debts • and from 
thence came their continual perfeverance in oppofing 
thofe two demands* of the Tribunes. It was the fame 
in the latter times. Cicero fays exprefsly, 66 that 
to undertake to difcharge debtors by the authority of 
the magiftrate, or to pafs the law fo often propofed 
for the diftribution of lands, is to fap the two prin¬ 
cipal foundations of the Commonwealth ^ of which 
the one is peace between the citizens, which could 
not fubfift, if creditors were to lofe their fortunes by 
the difcharging of debtors j and the other juftice* 
which is entirely fubverted, from the inftant no one 
can affurehimfelf of continuing peaceable poffeffor of 
his right. 55 The Agrarian law, which had for its ob¬ 
ject a new diftribution of the lands poffeffed by the 
Rich, and which was fo vigoroufiy purfued by the 
Gracchi, brought the Commonwealth to the very brink 
of deftrudlion, and coft thofe two illuftrious brothers 
their lives, though eftimable in other refpefts for 
many excellent qualities. The affair of the debts was 
alfo brought on again in the Confulfhip of Cicero, as 
himfelf informs us, and was urged with abundance of 
vivacity. “ So many efforts were never made for 
“ remitting debts, as in my Confulfhip. It was car- 
“ ried fo far as taking of arms, and fetting troops on 
“ foot; and perfons * of all ranks and conditions 
“ entered into the confpiracy. But they found fo 
“ vigorous an oppofer in me, that the Commonwealth 
“ was entirely delivered from that danger. There 
“ never were fo many debtors, nor ever were pay- 
cc ments made with more fidelity, nor lefs trouble to 

creditors. For when people faw themfelves inca- 
“ pable of ufing fraud, they thought only of diff 
“ charging themfelves. 55 

Ufury was undoubtedly permitted by the Roman 
laws; but the bad conduct of the borrowers fupplied 
lenders with occafions of exercifing ufury with lefs re- 

* They were excited to it by Catiline, and fupported by Julius 
Csefar. 
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ferve. Accordingly we fee in all I have hitherto re¬ 
lated, that ufury, one of the principal caufes of the 
debts contra&ed by the poor, could never be reform¬ 
ed at Rome, whatever attention the magiftrates might 
have to put a ftop to the progrefs of that diforder by 
wife regulations, which the furprizing evafions of 
avarice always rendered ineffe&ual. Multis plebifcilis Tacit. 
obviam itum fraudibus: qua totiens reprejfa, miras per Annai. 1 . 6 , 
dries rurfum oriebantur. 
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BOOK THE EIGHTH. 


HIS eighth book contains the hiftory of 



thirty-feven years, from the accufation 


of Manlius in the 393d year of Rome to the 
Diftatorihip of Papirius Curfor, who is for 
putting Q. Fabius, general of the horfe, to 
death, for having fought the Samnites during 
his abfence, and contrary to his orders, the 
430th year of Rome. 


SECT. I. 


Manlius is obliged, to abdicate the Diblatorfhip. He Is 
accufed by the 'Tribunes , and faved by his fon. Tribunes 
of the legions nominated by the People. ' M. Curtius de¬ 
votes himfelfto the Dii Manes, and leaps into an abyfs. 
Bad fuccefs of the fir ft Plebeian Conful. The Hernici 
defeated by the Dictator Appius Claudius. Signal vic¬ 
tory of young Manlius over a Gaul. Alliance renewed 
with the Latines. The Gauls defeated again by the Dic¬ 
tator Sulpicius. Law which fixes the intereft of money 
at one per cent. Another law pajfed in the camp , to 
impofe a new tax upon the manumijfion of Jlaves. Pro¬ 
hibition to affemble the People out of the city. Licinius 
Stolo condemned by his own law. Diblator chofen out 
of the People for the fir ft time. Two Patrician Confuls. 


Ven- 
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Vengeance taken of the inhabitants of 'Tarquinii. ‘The 
Roman People pardon the city of Care. The Plebeians re- 
irtftated in the Confuljhip. Jffair of the debts terminated. 

Cn. Genucius. 

L. iEMILIUS II. . 

"ITC 7 E have feen in the preceding book, that Manlius, 
* ' appointed Dictator for driving the nail into the 
temple of Jupiter, did not confine the exercife of his 
office to the religious ceremony for which he was 
created Dictator. He determined to attack the Her- 
nici, and for that purpofe applied himfelf to making 
the Levies. The Roman youth oppofing him, he 
proceeded to violence. Some he fined, fome he caufed 
to be fcourged with rods, and others he committed to 
prifon: till at length all the Tribunes of the People 
rifing up againft him, he was obliged to give way, and 
to abdicate the Didtatorffiip. 

Servilius Ahala II. 

L. Genucius II. 

As foon as Manlius had abdicated, he was accufed 
before the People by the Tribune M. Pomponius. 
The accufation brought againft him was for his irregu¬ 
lar and rigorous conduct in the Dicftatorlhip. The 
Tribune at the fame time took pains to render him 
odious by his favage difpofition, and the cruelty of his 
behaviour, not only to ftrangers, but to his own fon. 

* He reproached him, “ That having a fon of age to 
appear in the world, againft whom he had no caufe of 
complaint, he banifhed him far from the city, from 
his home, his houfhold Gods, the Forum, and com- 

^ * Crimini ei Tribunus inter csetera dabat, quod filium juvenem nut- 
lius probri compertum, extorrem urbe, domo, penatibus, foro, luce, 
congreffu sequalium prohibitum, in opus fervile, prope in carcerem 
atque in ergaftolum dederit: ubi fummo loconatus Di&atorius juvenis 
quotidiana miferia difceret, vere imperiofo patre fe natum efle. At 
quam ob noxam ? Quia infacundior lit, & lingua inpromptus. Liv. 

Relegatus a patre ob adolefcentiam brutam & hebetem.. SENEC. de 
benef. 1 . 3. c.j7« 
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• merce with thofe of his own age, and condemned him 
to fervile works, and a prifon almoft like a Have 
where a young man, of fo illuftrious birth, the fon of 
a Diftator, had room to learn every day from his own 

' mifery, that it was not without reafon the title of Im¬ 
perious had been given to his father. And for what 
crime is he treated with fo much rigour ? Why, be- 
caufe he does not fpeak readily. Ought not a father, 
who had any natural affection in him, to endeavour to 
corredt fuch a defect by gentle methods, rather than 
to render it Hill more remarkable by the cruelty with 
which he treats his fon. The brute beafts themfelves 
do not nourilh their young with the lefs care and ten- 
clerpefs upon account of fome deformity. Manlius, 
on the contrary, by his manner of governing his fon, 
adds bad to bad. He augments the natural llownefs 
of his parts 3 and if he has any feed, any fpark of a 
good difpofition in him, he ftifles and fupprefies it by 
a country life, a ruftic education, and reducing him to 
the fociety of beafts.” 

Thefe invedlives incenfed the whole city againft 
Manlius, except only him who was the fubjedt of the 
rigour with which his father was fo much reproached. 
Not being able to bear that hefhouldbe made odious, 
as he was informed he was, upon his account, he de¬ 
termined to make known to Gods and men, by a re¬ 
markable adrion, that far from favouring his father’s 
accufers, he would defend and afiift him. Accordingly 
* he formed a refolution, which favoured indeed of the 
rude manner in which he had been brought up, and 
was without doubt of dangerous example in a State, 
but however laudable in the motive from which it pro¬ 
ceeded. One morning, without apprizing any body, 
he came to the city armed with a dagger, and went 
diredtly to the houfe of the Tribune Pomponius, who 
was ftill in bed. He told his name, and was imme¬ 
diately brought in, becaufe the Tribune did not doubt, 

* Capit confiliam, ruclis quidem atque agreftis animi, & quanquara 
non civilis exempli, tamen pietate laudabile. Liv. 
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but the young man, incenfed againft his father, had 
either fome new fubject of accufation to fuggeft agair.ft 
him, or fome counfel to give him upon the manner in 
which he was to conduct the affair. Young Manlius 
defired a moment’s private difcourfe with him : and as 
foon as he faw himfelf alone with the Tribune, drew 
out his dagger, prefented it to his breaft, and declared 
that he would kill him that inftant, if he did not fr/ear 
in the form he fhould diftate, “ never to hold the af- 
“ fembly of the People for accufing his father.” * The 
trembling Tribune, who faw the dagger glittering at 
his breaft, himlelf alone, without arms, attacked by a 
robuft young man, and which was not lefs to be fear¬ 
ed, one full of a brutal confidence in his own ftrength, 
took the oath demanded of him, and afterwards con- 
feffed with a kind of complacency in the .thing, and a 
iincerity which fufficiently argued he was not forry for 
what he had done, that it was that violence which ob¬ 
liged him to defift from his enterprize. 

This aftion is without doubt irregular in itfelf: but 
that defedt is covered in fome meafure by the gene- 
rofity and filial piety, which Ihine out in it with great 
luftre. And it was in that light the Roman People 
judged of it. Though they would gladly have handled 
fo haughty and cruel an accufed perfon as Manlius 
Imperiofus with feverity •, they could not difapprove 
the bold ftep of his fon to fave his father. They 
thought it even the more laudable, as the exceffive 
rigour of Manlius in regard to that fon, had not been 
capable of extinguilhing the fentiments of nature in 
him. The People believed themfelves obliged to re¬ 
ward an aftion fo generous and fo full of piety, as I 
fltail foon obferve. 

We fee here in the perfon of young Manlius an illus¬ 
trious example of what the fentiments of nature can 
and ought to produce in the heart of a fon, and of 

* Pavidus Tribunus (quippe qui ferrum ante oculos micare* fe fo 
lum, inermem, ilium pnevalidum juvenem, & quod hand minus timen- 
dum erat, ftplide ferocem viribus fuis cerneret) adjurat in quas adactus. 
eft verba, Liv. ' 

u 3 


the 


294 

A. R. 393 - 
Ant. C. 

359 - 


SERVILIUS, GENUCIUS, Confuls. 

the higheft degree of refpect and tendernefs he is ca" 
pable of having for a father. The writers of the 
Pagan world well knew the whole extent of this duty, 
and have ftrongly and often infifted upon the obliga¬ 
tion of children * not only to diflemble and conceal 
the ill treatment they may receive from their fathers 
and mothers, but to fuffer it with a fubmiflion and 
patience of proof againft the mod flagrant injuftice. 
Was ever fon treated more unjuftly by his father, than 
young Manlius ? It is, however, at the very time he 
experiences the mod cruel rigour from him, and may 
fee himfelf revenged and delivered, without contribut¬ 
ing in the leaft to it on his part, that he flies to his 
defence, and folely engrofled by the defire of faving 
his father, and the thought that he is a fon, forgets all 
other duties, 

From this principle the fame Pagans inferred ano¬ 
ther duty, ftill more indifpenfible according to them, 
which was to continue inviolably attached to their 
country, whatever injury they might receive from it. 
■j- It is for her to teftify her gratitude for the fervices 
rendered her by citizens : but the worll ufage, even 
punifhment itfelf, ought not to make a citizen of true 
greatnefs of foul repent his having ferved his country 
with zeal and fidelity. This is the important leflon 
given us by Camillus, In the firfi: moments indeed 
of his affliction, a defire little worthy of him efcaped 
him in refpedt to his ungrateful country, which Ihews 
J how fenfible the greatefi: men are of ignominy. But 
after that firft emotion, the natural fentiments of his 
heart foon take place, and banifhment ferves only to 
awaken and augment his zeal for the fame country, 
and to make it appear in a more diflinguilhed light. 

* Facile intelligo, non modo reticere homines parentum injurias, 
fed etiam animo sequo ferre oportere. Cic. pro Cluent. n. 17. 

f Fopuli grati eft prsemiis afficere bene meritos de rep. cives : viri 
fortis, ne fuppliciis quidem moveri, ut fortiter fecifle pceniteat, 
Oc. pro Mil. n. 22. 

J Habet quemdam aculeum contumelia, quern pati prudentes ac 
Viri boni difficillime poflunt, Cic. Var. 4. n. 95, 

J n 


SERVILIUS, GENUCIUS, Confuls. 295 

In a monarchy (1) the fubjefts owe a king all that 393 - 
citizens owe their country in a republican govern- jjj. ' 
ment. 

I have faid that the action of young Manlius was 
rewarded by the People, who nominated him Tribune , 
of a legion : a confiderable favour, which was only 
granted to the zeal he had Ihewn in defence of his fa¬ 
ther, as that young Roman, having been educated till 
then in the country, could not have made himfelf 
known in any other manner. 

This is the firft time, that the People difpofed of 
thefe military dignities, which are generally under- 
ftood to be of the fame rank v/ith a modern colonel. 

But there is, however, a confiderable difference be¬ 
tween them. In each legion were fix Tribunes, each 
of whom did not command a certain determinate part 
of the legion, but the whole legion in their turns. 

Two commanded two months, and were afterwards 
relieved by two others, ^nd fo on. The Confuls had 
conferred thefe employments till now; which were 
twenty-four important polls in their difpofal. For as 
we have faid juft above, there were fix Tribunes in 
each legion, and the number of legions raifed every 
year were generally four, two for each Conful. The 
People began this year to difpofe of fix of thefe places, 
and gave the fecond to Manlius. Fifty years after, 
of the four and twenty Tribunes, they nominated 
fixteen. 

The fame year the earth is faid to have opened and Liv. 1.9. 
formed a kind of very deep gulph in the Forum, j gl 
which could not be filled up, though great quantities 6 — s. 
of earth were thrown into it for that purpofe. Accord¬ 
ing to the ufual cuftom in fuch cafes, the Soothfayers 
were confulted, who anfwered, that if the Romans 
would have the duration of their empire eternal, they 

(1) Mr. Rollin means,*we fuppofe, as long as he continues to be a 
King, that is to fay, the Father, the Common Good of his People : 
for then duty to him is no doubt duty to one’s country ; and confe- 
quently we may fay with him, cc In a monarchy fubje&s owe fuch a' 

King all that citizens owe their country in a Republican government.’* 

U 4 mult 
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A.R. 393. muft throw what conftituted their principal force into 
^359 tbat ab y fs - They were at a lofs for fome time to com¬ 
prehend the fenfe of this anfwer, when a young man 
named M. Curtius, who had diftinguifhed himfelf by 
a great number of noble exploits in war, came un¬ 
expectedly into the Forum completely armed, and 
mounted on an horfe in magnificent furniture. He 
faid, that he w r as furprized they fhould be in a mo¬ 
ment’s fufpence about what conftituted the princi¬ 
pal ftrength of the Romans, which were arms and va¬ 
lour : he then devoted himfelf to the Dii Manes, and 
leapt into the gulph, which immediately, fays the 
ftory, clofed upon him. This place was afterward 
called, The lake of Curtius. Livy * relates this fact, 
without vouching for the truth of it, finding it only 
fupported by popular tradition •, whereby he con- 
felfes clearly enough, that he confiders it as fabulous; 
and in his firft book he has related a lefs marvellous, 
but more probable origin of the name of the Curtian 
Lake. 

However it were, after this event, the Roman army 
marched againft the Hernici under the command of 
Genucius, to whom that province fell by lot. He 
was the firft Plebeian Conful, who was charged with 
the conduct of a war. On this account the Common¬ 
wealth expeCted the event with anxiety, becaufe from 
this firft fuccefs people would not fail of judging con- 
» cerning the reafonablenefs of admitting Plebeians into 
the Confulfhip.' Genucius unfortunately fell into an 
ambufcade, where he was killed, and the army put to 
the rout. When that news arrived at Rome, the Se¬ 
nators, lefs afflicted for the danger of the public, than 
triumphant on account of the bad fuccefs of a Plebeian 
Conful, vented a thoufand reproaches on all fides, 
telling the Plebeians with infult, “ That they might 
change the ancient cuftoms as they pleafed : that they 
might create Confuls out of the People, and difturb 
the eftablifhed order of the aufpices and facred cere- 

* Nunc fama rerum ftandum eft, ubi certam derogat vetuftas fidem. , 
lav. * 
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monies: That by an ordinance of the People they A - R - 393. 
might deprive the Patricians of the honours that ap- 
pertained to them : but would fuch illegal ordinances 
take place, or have any power againft the immortal 
Gods ? That the Gods themfelves had avenged the 
contempt of their divinity. That the violation of the 
aufpices, punifhed by the defeat of the army and the 
death of the general, who had profaned the fandtity 
of them, was a terrible leflon, that ought to teach the 
People not to interrupt in the aflemblies, as they ha*d 
done, the rights and privileges of families.” The 
Senate and Forum refounded with difcourfes of this 
kind. 

Appius Claudius, who had been the molt ftrenuous 
oppofer of this law, was declared Didlator, and chole 
Servilius for his general of the horfe. Before they 
arrived at the army, Sulpicius the lieutenant, had 
gained fome advantage over the enemy. As the lat¬ 
ter allured themfelves, that the Romans would be re¬ 
inforced from the city, they alfo augmented their 
troops, with the whole flower of their youth. The 
two armies no fooner came in view, than the lisnal 
was given. The adtion was very rude, and the fuc- 
cefs long doubtful. The lofs on both fides was very 
confiderable, and fell principally upon the officers, 
who engaged with great ardor in the battle. Abun¬ 
dance of the Roman knights who had difmounted to 
fuftain the foot fell in it: But the Hernici at length 
were broke and put to flight. Night prevented them 
from being purfued. The next day they abandoned 
their c^mp, which the Romans took, 

C. Sulpicius II, 

C. Licinius II. 

The Romans in the following years had fome wars Llv. i. 7 . 
of fmall importance againft the neighbouring people: c - 9-n. 
that againft the Gauls gave them moft apprehenfion, 
and occafioned the nominating a Didtator. They 
were advanced within three miles of Rome. The 

Romans 
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A. R. 39+.Romans marched againft them. The two armies con- 
tinued fometime in fight of each other without com¬ 
ing to aftion, feparated only by the bridge over the 
Anio. A Gaul of an enormous filature advanced 
upon that bridge, and cried out with a loud voice: 
“ Let the bravefi: of the Romans come out and fight 
“ me, that the fuccefs of the combat may fhew which 
“ of the two nations has the moil valour.” His un¬ 
common fize intimidated the boldeft; when T. Man¬ 
lius, the fame who had fignalized his piety in refpefl 
to his father, went to the Dictator. “ I fhould be 
“ far from engaging in a combat, faid he, without 
tc your orders, even though I were fure of victory. 
“ But, if you will afford me your permifiion, I will 
“ teach this challenger who infults us, that I am of 
tc the family who drove the Gauls from the top of 
“ the Tarpeian Rock.” The Di&ator, after giving 
him great praifes, bade him go and fuftain the honour 
of the Roman name. The champion armed and ad¬ 
vanced to the bridge, where he found the Gaul, who 
in the pride of his enormous ftrength triumphed al¬ 
ready, and put out his tongue by way of derifion and 
infult i which circumftance Livy repeats after the an¬ 
cient hiftorians. To judge from their outfides, the 
match feemed extremely unequal. The fplendid part 
of the lhew was entirely on the fide of the Gaul: ex¬ 
traordinary ftature, habit of different colours, with 
arms painted, and adorned with gold. The Roman 
was of a reasonable fize, and fuch as one would de¬ 
fire in a foldier. His arms were rather adapted to 
ufe, than intended for beauty. He was not heard to 
raife any cries, or make any violent motions in ad¬ 
vancing : but full of intrepid courage, and tacit in¬ 
dignation, he referved all his efforts for the combat. 
When they were near each other upon the bridge, in 
view of both armies anxious for their fuccefs and fluc¬ 
tuating between hope and fear, the Gaul heavy and 
huge, advancing his buckler on his left before him, 
difcharged with a great noife a blow of his fabre upon 
the arms of the Roman, who railing the point of the 

' fabre 
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fabre with his fhield, and dexteroully placing himfelf A. R- 394. 
out of the reach of his blows by clofing in, thruft his 
fword into his belly, and laid him dead at his feet. 

He then took only one chain of his fpoils, which he 
immediately put about his own neck. Whilft terror 
and amazement kept the Gauls motionlefs, the Ro¬ 
mans full of joy advanced to meet the young viflor, 
and with the higheft praifes conduced him in triumph 
to the Di&ator. Amidft their acclamations of joy 
the foldiers were heard to give him the firname of 
Torquatus *, which his pofterity retained ever after, 
and it became a title of honour to his family. The 
Dictator made him a prefent of a crown of gold, and 
in the prefence of the whole army exalted the glory 
of his victory by the great praifes he gave him. It 
was attended with an immediate good effeft; for the 
Gauls confidering the event of this Angle combat as 
a bad omen to them, abandoned their camp the night 
following, and retired in diforder into the territory of 
the people of Tibur, who, according to fome authors, 
had engaged them in this war. 

v 

C. Petelius Balbus. A.k. 395. 

M. Fabius Ambustus. • Ant- c * 

357 - 

The war againft the Hernici fell by lot to Petelius, Liv. 1.7. 
as that againft the Tiburtini did to Fabius. The c ***• 
Gauls approached Rome. On that news a Dictator 
was created, according to the eftablifhed cuftom of 
thofe times in wars with the Gauls. A battle enfued, 
which was warm and long difputed. The Gauls were 
at length put to flight, and retired - to Tibur. Each 
of the two Confuls fucceeded alfo on their fide. 


M. P OPILIUS L.ENAS. 

Cn. Manlius, 


A. R. 3 9 6 s 
A nt. C. 
35 6 * 


The Tiburtes had alfo the boldnefs to approach 
Rome; but they were repulfed with lofs. 


* This firname is derived from the Latin word Torques, a chain 
gorget 5 which was an ornament worn by the Ga\ils. 

' C. Fa- 
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C. Fabius. 

C. Plautius. 

Liv. l. 7 . A new attack on the fide of the Gauls obliged the 
c. ii—15. Romans to take the field again. Thofe people were 
highly exaiperated againft Rome. Befides their hopes 
of booty, they fought to revenge the defeats of their 
countrymen. The neighbouring ftates and enemies 
of Rome, however incommodious thefe guefts were, 
retained them alio as long as they could amongft them, 
in hopes of ruining, if poffible, or at leaft of hum¬ 
bling, the Roman power. In the midft of thefe 
alarms, the Romans were exceedingly confoled by the 
aid they received from the Latines, with whom they 
had lately renewed the ancient treaty, which had long 
been fulpended and not executed. After having 
chofen Sulpicius Dictator, they marched againft the 
Gauls. The troops on both fides defired a battle 
with the utmoft ardor. The Dictator, who was wife 
and experienced, did riot give himfelf up to the fame 
reftlefs warmth. * He did not believe it advifeable to 
haflen a battle without neeeflity with an enemy, whofe 
troops diminifhed every day in a Arrange country, 
where they had neither laid up provifions, nor formed 
intrenchments, and who befides, whether confidered 
as to force of body or courage, had only a firft fire, 
a tranfient vivacity, that relaxed and expired, if buf¬ 
fered to cool by ever fo fmall a delay. For thefe rea- 
fons the Dictator protrafted the war, and had prohi¬ 
bited fighting without orders upon pain of the greateft 
feverity. The foldiers buffering this prohibition with 
regret, complained of it amongft themfelves on their 
guards, fpeaking very ill of the Dictator, and fome- 
times of the whole Senate, for not confiding this war 
to the Confuls. They faid byway of ridicule, “ That 

* Di&atori neutiquam placebat, quando nulla cogeret res, fortune 
fe committere adverfus lioftem, quem tempus deteriorem in dies Sc 
locus alienus faceret, fine prseparato commeatu, fine firmo munimen- 
to manentem 5 ad hoc iis animis corporibufque, quorum omnis in im- 
petu vis efiet, parva e&dem languefceret mora.' Liv*. 

they 
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they had made choice of an excellent general, a chief A. R. 397. 
of peculiar merit, who flattered himlelf, that victory "‘jy* 
would drop into his hands out of the fky, without 
his being at any trouble whatfoever.” They held the 
fame dil'courfes afterwards in public, and went ftill 
farther in declaring, “ That they would fight without 
the Di&ator’s orders, or return one and all to Rome. 5 * 

The Centurions joined the foldiers, and then they 
talked in that manner no longer by fmall parties, but 
loudly demanded in crouds around the general’s tent, 
to have an audience of the Dictator; and that Sex. 

Tullius lliould ipeak to him in their name. 

He was one of the braveft officers in the army, Septimum. 
and then for the * feventh time Primipilus, or princi- ppmum 
pal captain of a legion, and had diftinguifhed himfelf du * 
by a thoufand glorious aftions. He could not refufe 
himfelf to the eagernefs of the troops, and went with 
them to the tribunal of Sulpicius, who was much fur- 
prized at feeing fo great a multitude of foldiers, and 
lfill more an officer at their head, who had diftin¬ 
guifhed himfelf hitherto no lefs by his fubmiffion and 
obedience, than by his valour. “ The whole army,” 
fays he, addrefling himfelf to the Dictator, “ believ- 
“ ing you condemn them for cowardice, and that you 
“ keep them in a manner -j- difarmed by way of pu- 
“ nifhment, have deflred me to plead their caufe be- 
“ fore you-. And certainly, though you could re-. 

“ proach us with having done our duty ill upon fome 
“ occafion, with having fled before the enemy, with 
“ having fhamefully abandoned our colours, I Ihould 
“ however believe it reafonable to afk of you as a fa- 
“ vour, that you would permit us to repair our fault, 

“ and to wipe out the difgrace of it by fome glorious , 

“ adlion. The fame legions who had been routed at 
“ Allia, by their courage foon after recovered Rome 

* In thofe days the Roman legions and officers were difbanded every 
year at the end of the campaign; and the next a new levy of troops 
and creation of officers were made. 

f He alludes to a kind of puniffiment ufed at that time amongft the 
foldiers, from whom their arms were taken, when they had failed in 
their duty, 
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and their country, which their precipitate confter-’ 
nation had loft. As for us, thanks to the favour 
Of the Gods, as well as to your own and the good 
fortune of the Roman people, the condition of our 
affairs and glory are yet whole and unblemilhed. 
Though indeed I can fcarce fay our glory is unful- 
lied, whilft the'enemy, who fee us fhut up in our 
camp like women, load us with reproaches and in- 
fults ; and, what ftill affefts us more fenfibly, whilft 
yourfelf, our general, confider your army as hav¬ 
ing neither arms nor courage, and before you have 
put us to the trial, entirely defpair of us, as if you 
had no foldiers but fuch as knew neither the ufe of 
their hands nor their fwords. And indeed, for 
what other reafon can we fuppofe, that a brave and 
experienced general as you are, fhould lie ftill here, 
with your arms a-crofs, as they fay, and doing no¬ 
thing ? For, however it be, it is more probable and 
more reafonable that you fhould doubt our courage, 
than we yours. But if the plan you follow is not 
your own, but fuggefted to you; if this be not a 
war with the Gauls, but a contrivance, a confpi- 
racy of the Senators, to keep us at a diftance from 
our homes, our houfhold-gods, I defire you to con¬ 
fider what I am going to take the liberty to fay to 
you, as the difcourfe, not of foldiers to their gene¬ 
ral, but of the People,, who have their interefts to 
fupporf as well as you yours, to the Senate. And 
who in efteft can be offended, that we fhould con¬ 
fider ourfelves as foldiers, not as your flaves ; as 
fent to war, not into banifhment; that we fhould 
demand that the fignal be given for us to fight, as 
becomes men of courage and Romans ? If not, let 
us rather lie ftill at Rome, than in camp. Such is 
the difcourfe we lhould hold to the Senators. But 
here as dutiful foldiers we addrefs our prayers to 
you as to our general, that you would give us per- 
miffion to fight. We defire to conquer, but to 
conquer by your orders, to acquire you the glori¬ 
ous wreath of vidtory, to enter Rome in triumph 

“ with. 
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“ with you, and to follow you to the Capitol full ofA.R. 397* 
“ joy and glory to return folemn thankfgivings to Ant ' c * 
“ great Jupiter.” The difcourfe of Tullius was fol- 35S< 
lowed by the prayers of the whole multitude, who 
furrounded the Di&ator’s tribunal, and all together 
demanded, that the fignal Ihould be given, and that 
they Ihould be permitted to take arms. 

Though the Dictator faw well, that this demand, 
good in itfelf, might be attended with pernicious con- 
fequences, he promifed to comply with their requeft, 
and taking Tullius alide, expreffed his furprize in ref- 
pedt to the commiffion, with which he had charged 
himfelf. Tullius began by defiring “ He would do 
him the juftice to believe, that if he had adted in that 
manner, it was neither out of contempt of military 
difcipline, forgetfulnefs of himfelf as a fimple officer, 
nor want of the obedience which was due to his gene¬ 
ral. That the reafon he had not refufed himfelf to 
the incenfed multitude, which generally follows the 
bent given them by their leaders, was left they fhould 
make choice of fome fuch perfon as they ufually do 
in fuch commotions: that as for himfelf, he Ihould 
always fubmit to his commands. But, that the Dic¬ 
tator ought not to believe, that it was eafy for him to 
keep the army within bounds, and that the thing re¬ 
quired his ferious thoughts. That in the prefent fer¬ 
ment and emotion of the foldiers, all delays were dan-, 
gerous; and that it was more than probable, they 
would pitch upon a time and place for a battle them- 
felves, if the general refufed to do it for them.” 

Whilft they were talking to this effedt, a Gaul hap¬ 
pened to carry off fome horfes that were grazing with¬ 
out the works, and two Roman foldiers took them 
from him. Several Gauls purfued the latter with 
ftones. Abundance of troops joined both fides, and 
a battle in form would have enfued, if the Centurions 
had not made the Romans retire. This event fhewed 
the Dictator, how much truth there was in what Tul¬ 
lius had told him. The thing admitting no delay, he 

caufed 
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. caufcd notice to be given the troops to prepare for bat¬ 
tle the next day. 

As the Dictator relied more upon their courage than 
number, he confidered upon home ftratagem, fome ad- 
drefs, for fpreading terror amongft the enemy. Ac¬ 
cordingly he hit upon one, which feveral generals have 
fince ufed with fuccefs, and amongft others Marius in 
the battle againft the Teutones. This was to take 
the packs off the mules, to leave each of them only 
two pieces of fluff on their backs hanging down on 
each fide, and to make the fervants of the army mount 
them in the armour taken from the enemy, and that 
of the fick. Almoft a thoufand were equipped in this 
manner, to whom an hundred horfe were added, and 
in the night they were made to afcend the eminences 
above the camp, with orders to keep clofe in the 
woods, and not to quit them till a fignal was given. 
After this fhadow of terror was difpofed thus, which 
did almoft more fervice than effeftive and real forces, 
preparation was made for the battle. Sulpicius, at 
the break of day, began to extend his troops along 
the foot of the mountains, in order that the enemy 
might draw up in the front of them. The generals 
of the Gauls believed at firft, that the Romans would 
not advance into the open field ; but when they faw 
them in motion, as they ardently defired to come to 
blows, they alfo advanced, and the a£lion began be¬ 
fore the fignal was given. 

The Gauls charged the right wing with great vi¬ 
gour, and it could not have fuftained their attack, if 
the Dictator had not been prefent to fupport it, who 
calling upon Sex. Tullius by his name, aflced him 
with warm reproaches, “ Whether it was in that man¬ 
ner he had promifed that his foldiers fhould fight ? 
what was become of the cries with which they de¬ 
manded permiflion to take arms, and their threats to 
fight without waiting the generals orders ?” “ Here,” 
added he, “ is your general, calling loudly upon you 

to give battle, and fetting you the example, armed. 
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as you fee him at the head of you. Where are A,r. S97» 
“ thefe brave men, who were to lead me the way ? ^ s j, * 
“ At leaft will they follow me ; bold in the camp; 

“ but timorous in adtion.” Thefe reproaches were 
well founded: and accordingly they worked fo ftrongly 
upon them, that infenfible to danger, they threw; 
themfelves upon the enemy like madmen. This firft 
attack began to make the Gauls give way, and the 
hbrfe put them into diforder. The Di&ator took that 
occafion to repair to his left wing, where he faw the 
enemy in great numbers behaving vigoroufly, and 
gave the fignal agreed on for thofe on the eminences 
to appear. Immediately a new cry was heard, and 
new combatants lhewed themfelves; who feemed to 
march along the fide of the mountain towards the! 
camp of the Gauls. The latter upon that, through 
fear of having their communication cut off, gave over 
fighting, and retreated precipitately towards their 
camp; But finding Valerius the general of the horfe 
there, who after the defeat of the left wing of the 
Gauls, had advanced with his fquadrons to the! ene¬ 
my’s intrenchments, they turned their flight towards 
the mountains and forefts, where they were received 
by the falfe cavalry, who made a great daughter of 
them. No general fince the great Camiilus had tri¬ 
umphed with fo juft a title over the Gauls as Sulpi- 
cius. He alfo depofited in the Capitol, ifl the treafury 
built with great hewn ftones, a very confiderable 
quantity of gold, which was part of the fpoils. 

The fame year the Confuls marched againft fome of 
the neighbouring ftates, but with very different fuc- 
cefs. Plautius defeated and fubjefted the Hernici: 

Fabius his collegue engaged rafhly in an aftiort with 
the Tarquinienfes. The lofs in the battle was not 
confiderable in itfelf; but it became fo by the' murder 
of three hundred prifoners, whom the Tarquinienfes 
facrificed to their revenge. 

The Priverriates and Veliterni made alfo fome in- 
curfions into the Roman territories. 

Vol. II. 


X 


Two 


3 06 MARCIUS, MANLIUS, Confuls. 

A. r. 397. Two new Tribes were added to the old ones, which 
^35s C ” ma '^ e t ^ ie number twenty-feven. 

The games vowed by Camillus were now cele¬ 
brated. 

The fame year a law was paffed for the firft time 
againlt canvaffing eledtions, to check the ambition of 
the New Men, that is to fay of the Plebeians, who 
took abundance of pains to attain the Confulfhip. 
The fubftance of this law is not mentioned. 
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Liv. 1. 7. A law very agreeable to the People paffed this year. 
c ‘ l6. It related to the intereft of money lent, which it fixed 
at one per Cent, per Annum. This was called uncia¬ 
rium fccnus. Amongft the Romans unci a fignified die 
twelfth part of any thing whatfoever. The interefts 
of one per Cent, per month, twelve per Cent, a year, 
were called centefimufur<e. The fan us unciarium was 
the. twelfth part of the ufur^e cente/rnhe , and confe- 
quently was one per Cent, a year. 

In this manner Gronovius, and moft of the Learned, 
explain the feenus unciarium , that is to fay, one per 
Cent, per Annum; and the* Twelve Tables fixed 
lawful intereft at that rate. How moderate foever it 
was, it ftill was thought exceffive, and ten years af¬ 
ter, as we lhall foon fee, this intereft was reduced one 
half. Intereft was at laft entirely prohibited. In¬ 
deed, whatever care the magiftrates took to put a ftop 
to this diforder by wife ordinances, avarice, ftronger 
than all laws, conftantly found means either to efcape 
their effedt by cunning, or openly to force their fee¬ 
ble barriers. But the fpirit of the law was clear ; and 
unlefs they were wilfully blind, many of the Pagans 
were fenfible of the wickednefs of ufury, and its con- 


* Primo duodecim Tabulis fan£tum, ne quis unciario feenore am- 
plius exerceret, cum antea ex libidine locupletium agitaretur. ; pein, 
rogatione Tribunitia ad femuncias redu&a. Poftremo vetita verfura 
multifque plebifcitis obviam itum fraudibus, quse totiens repreflse, mi- 
ras per artes rurfum oriebantur* Tacit. Ann, 1 . 6. c. 16. 
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trariety to the Law of Nature. For from what other 399 
principle could the abfolute prohibition of lending up- “ 4 , ' 
on ufury flow ? The intereft of one half per Cent. 
femunciarium fcenus , for inftance, thirty pence for an 
hundred crowns, was it capable of ruining particulars ? 
Paganifm however ftrictly condemned it -f. Cicero, 
and after him St. Ambrofe, have preferved a memo¬ 
rable anfwer of J Cato the Elder’s. Upon being 
afked what he thought of ufury, he replied with in¬ 
dignation •, “ What, why to commit murder.” Thefe 
words contain a great deal. “ You afk me,” faid he, 

44 what harm there is in lending at ufury ? And I afk 
44 you, what harm there is in killing a man ?” The 
wifeffc politicians have confidered it as the ruin of 
dates ; of which the Roman Hiftory fupplies us with 
abundance of proofs. What then ought Chriftiatts 
to think of it, to whom God has exprefsly forbade it 
in an infinity of places in Holy Scripture. I fliall re¬ 
peat only one. 44 If thy brother be waxen poor, and Levit. 

44 fallen in decay with thee, then thou fhalt relieve xxv - 35 > 
44 him, yea though he be a ftranger, or a fojourner, &c ' 

“ that he may live with thee. Take thou no ufury 
44 of him, or increafe, but fear thy God, that thy bro- 
44 ther .may live with thee. Thou lhalt not give hirri 
44 thy money upon ufury, nor lend him thy victuals 
44 for increafe.” The rule here is mod evident, againft 
which all arguments are ufelefs, to fay no more. When 
the mailer fpeaks, and w.hat Mailer! all mull be 
filent and obey. 

The two wars made at this time againft the Falifci 
and Privernates, were little eonfiderable. 

One of the two Confuls, Cn. Manlius, who was 
near Sutrium, having affembled his troops by Tribes, 
pafled a law in the camp, a thing that had no exam¬ 
ple. This law related to the manumifiion of flaves, 

+ A quo (Catone) cum qusereretur, quid maxima in re familiari 
expediret, refpondit, “ Bene pafcere.”——Et cum ille qui quseherat 
dixiflfet, “ Quid foenerari V Turn Cato: cc Quid hominelh>” inquit, 
te occidere ?” Cic. OiHc. 1 . 2. c. 89. Apud Ameros. de Tob. c. 14 .. 

J What Plutarch tells us of the fame,, Cato in his life, diewf that he 
was not always fo rigid in his pra6Hce with refpeft to ufury. 
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A. R. 398. and ordained, that he who made one free, fhould pay 
354-"* twent i et ^ L P art h ,s va l ue into the public trea- 
fury. The Senators confirmed this law, becaufe it 
would bring a confiderable revenue into the treafury, 
that was not rich: which Ihews that making fiaves 
free was a common and frequent practice. The Tri¬ 
bunes, lefs concerned about the law itfelf, than the 
confequences fuch an example might have, prohibited 
the affembling the People in that manner out of the 
city and the fight of the magiftrates upon pain of 
death. And indeed there was no law, how pernicious 
foever it might be, which the foldiers, obliged by oath 
to obey the Confuls, might not be made to pafs. 

This cuftom of affranchifing fiaves Ihews, that the 
humanity and equity of mafters were very great at 
Rome, as they were fo much inclined to give thofe 
that pleafed them their liberty, and were not prevent¬ 
ed by lofing the advantages made by an induftrious 
and laborious fervant. On another fide, we cannot 
fufiiciently admire the attention of the commonwealth 
to augment the number of its citizens, by giving the 
freedom of Rome to a have as foon as his mailer had 
manumitted him. 

The fame year, at the profecution of M. Popilius 
About L fen as, C. Licinius Stolo was fined ten thoufand 

sjl.fterl. affes, for pofteffing, contrary to the law pafied by 
himfelf, a thoufand acres of land, of which he held 
one half in his fords name, whom he had emanci¬ 
pated in order to elude that law. 

A.R. 399. M. Faeius Ameustus, II. 

Ant. c. M. Popilius L.t£nas, II. 

Liv. 1. 7. The firft of thefe Confuls was charged with the war 
c. 17. againft the Tiburtes, which had no confiderable event. 
The other marched againft the Falifci and Tarquinien- 
fes. The priefts of the latter, charging in the battle 
with burning torches and a kind of * ferpents, of 

. * Anguibus prrelatis. Liv. id eft, ut fcribit Florus de Fidenatibus 

-gens. Lib. 1. c. 12. Difcoloribus ferpentum inmodum vittis. 

which 
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which they had imitated the figure with ribbands of A - R - 399 - 
different colours, fpread confufion at firft by that ap- Ant ' C 
pearance of furies amongft the Roman troops. But 
upon the Jharp raillery of the Conful and other offi¬ 
cers, they foon recovered themfelves from that vain 
terror, and made themfelves full amends for the fhame 
it had caufed them by the defeat of the enemy, whofe 
camp they plundered; 

A war with Hetruria enfuing, a Dictator was cre¬ 
ated, who then for the firft time was elected out of 
the People. He was called C. Marcius Rutilus : and 
nominated C. Plautius general of the horfe, who was 
alfo a Plebeian. This new creation exceedingly af- 
flifted the Senate, who did their utmoft to crofs the 
expedition of a Plebeian Dictator. He fet out from 
Rome, marched againft the enemy, defeated them on 
feveral occafions, killed a confiderable number of 
them, and took eight thoufand prifoners. On his 
return to Rome, he triumphed by a decree of the 
People, in' which the authority of the Senate had 
no part. 


C. SULPICIUS PjETICUS, III.- 
M. Valerius Publicola. 


A. R. 40&* 
Ant, C. 
35 ** 


Thefe Confuls were not elected till after feveral In- ^ 7 ' 
terregna. They were both Patricians. The Plebei¬ 
ans had at this time been admitted to the Confulfhip 
eleven years. 

Wars abroad gave the Romans little employment; 
but the difputes between the two orders of the ftate 
were very warm at home, efpecially when the aflem- 
bly for the election of magiftrates was to be held. 

The Confuls thought, that being both Patricians who 
had received the Confulfhip, it was not only an in- 
ftanee of addrefs and courage, but an engagement of 
honour, for them to tranfmit it in like manner to two 
Patricians. They could not bear the divifion of it, 
and perfuaded themfelves, that it was necefiary ei¬ 
ther fo abandon it entirely to the People, or deprive 

X 3 them. 
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A.R.400. them entirely of it. The Plebeians on their fide, 
^' 2 _ C ' foaming with rage, exclaimed, “ That they fhould 
be unworthy of living, and of the name of citizens, 
if all of them together could not preferve a privilege, 
which the courage of only two of them (Sextus and 
Licinius) had acquired. That it were better to bear 
the yoke of Kings, than that of Decemvirs, or any 
other ftill more odious, than to fuffer two Patricians 
in the Confulfhip together, and confent, that of the 
two orders of the State, which ought to divide autho¬ 
rity between them, the one fhould always lord it in 
the government, and the other be condemned to eter¬ 
nal flavery.” 

The Tribunes did not fail to blow up the flame of 
difcord •, but the minds of the People were fo gene¬ 
rally and fo ftrongly heated already, that in the univer- 
fal emotion, their chiefs had no room to diftinguifh 
themfelves. The aflembly was held feveral times, and 
nothing concluded. The People, at length compelled 
to yield to the tenacious obftinacy of the Confuls, re¬ 
tired in the greateft indignation, and followed their 
Tribunes, who cried out, that there was an end of 
liberty; and that it was neceflary to quit not only the 
field of Mars, but the city too, reduced as they were 
to an infamous flavery under the defpotic authority of 
the Patricians. The Confuls, abandoned by part of 
the People, did. not fail to continue the aflembly, 
as little numerous as it was, which nominated for 
Confuls, 


A. R.401. M. Fabius Ambustus, III. 

Ant. C. rj, ~ 

35I . T. Quintius. 

The. two wars made this year, the one againft the 
• Tiburtes, and - the other againft the Tarquinienfes, 
were fuccefsful. The latter fuftained a bloody de¬ 
feat. Amongft the prifoners, of whom the number 
was confiderable, three hundred and fifty-eight of the 
principal were chofen oiit and fent to Rome ; the reft 
were put to death. Rome did not treat thofe who had 
been referved with lefs feverity. By way of, reprifals 
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for the fame number of Romans, who had been fa- 
crificed at Tarquinii in the public place, they were 
fcourged with rods, and then beheaded in the Forum 
at Rome. 

The Romans now made an alliance with the Sam- 
nites, who fent to demand their amity. 

The creditors continued to opprefs their debtors in 
a cruel manner. This made the People, who were 
more affeCted with their own miferies than the honour 
of their order and the public interell, concern them- 
felves little in refpeft to elections. Two Patrician 
Confuls were.again chofen. 


3ii 

A.R. 401. 
Ant. C, 
■ 35 1 - ' 


C. SuLPICIUS P^TICUS, IV, A. R. 4.01. 

M. Valerius Publicola, II. A ^ o C ' 

T. Manlius was created Dictator for a war againft 
the city of Caere, which had affifted the Tarquinien- 
fes in ravaging the territory of Rome. The decla¬ 
ration of war opened the eyes of the unfortunate Cae- 
rites, and made them fenfible both of 'the wrong they 
had done, and their inability to oppofe the Romans 
with open force. They therefore employed more ef¬ 
fectual arms, in haying recourfe to their clemency. 

“ After having confeffed their crime, which they con- 
fidered rather as the effeCt of blind and involuntary 
phrenzy, than of a refolution taken in cool blood, 
they put the Roman people in mind by their embaiTa- 
dors of the honour they formerly had of giving refuge 
to their fugitive Gods, and all the ceremonies of their 
religious worfhip, and conjured them to fpare a city, 
which had been for fome time the depofitory of all 
that is molt facred to the Romans, and which might be 
juftly confidered as the afylum of their Priefts and 
Veftals, and in fome meafure as the temple and fanc- 
tuary of Rome.” The People, more fenfible to the 
ancient fervices received from the city of Caere, than 
the late fault which it had committed, reftored it to 
their favour, and made a truce of an hundred years 
with it. . 
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A. R. The difpute in refpeft to the Confulfhip was rc- 
u ^350^" y i ve d again, and prevented the holding of affemblies, 
both fides obftinately refufing to give way. The 
Di&ator abdicated, his time being expired, before 
any thing could be concluded. Eleven interregnums 
fucceeded, which included the fpace of fifty-five 
days. At laft in the eleventh, the Senate confented, 
that the law Licinia fhould take place. 

A.R.4°3 > P. Valerius Publicola, 

" 349 - ' C. MARCIUS RuTILUS. 

The laft of thefe Confuls was a Plebeian. Thq 
reconciliation between the Senate and People being 
already much advanced, the two new Confuls applied 
themfelves to terminating the affair of the debts, 
which was fiill fome obftacle to it; and for that pur- 
pofe nominated five * commiffioners, who were charged 
with that matter. The commiffion was neither eafy 
nor agreeable ; becaufe in affairs of this kind one of 
the parties concerned is always diffatisfied, and often 
both. The commiffioners on this occafion afted with 
all poffible moderation and prudence. As moft of 
the debtors delayed paying their debts, lefs through 
want of power, than negligence and defeft of order 
in their affairs, the State made itfelf their creditors, 
and having caufed tables to be prepared in the Forum 
with money, paid the debts, after having taken fe- 
curity for the fums advanced : or elfe having ordered 
the value of the houfes and lands of the debtors to be 
juftly ftated, it adjudged them to their creditors. By 
this means, without doing injuftice to any body, or 
giving any caufe of complaint, a great number of 
debts were difcharged. 

* They were called Meniarii, which is commonly tranflated Bank¬ 
ers. But in this cafe they were perfons inveiled with the public au¬ 
thority, and a&ing without intereft. 


SECT, 
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SECT, II. 


Cenfor elelied out of the People. JVar againfi the Gauls 
and the Pirates of Greece. Valerius kills a Gaul in 
Jingle combat , and is fimamed Corvus. He is created 
Conful at twenty-three■ years of age. The Pirates re¬ 
tire. Plague at Rome. Treaty with the Carthaginians. 
Interejl reduced to half what it was before. Volfci , 
Antiates , and Aurunci defeated. Temple erebled to Juno 
Monet a. The Romans , at the requejl of the inhabitants 
of Capua , turn their arms againft the Samnites , new 
and formidable enemies. They gain a conjiderable vic¬ 
tory'over them , under the command of the Conful Vale¬ 
rius. The other army , by the imprudence of the Conful 
Cornelius , is expofed to extreme danger , from which it 
is delivered by the valour and conduit of Decius , a le¬ 
gionary Tribune. The Samnites are entirely defeated. 
Valerius gains another battle, 


Q^Sulpicius Poeticus V. 
T- Q^JiNTiys Pennus. 


A. R. 494., 
Ant. C. 


348. 


^pHESE two Confute were Patricians. In their 
**• Confulffiips a truce of forty years was granted to 
the Falifci and Tarquinienfes. 

As the payment of debts had occafioned a great Liv. 1 . 7 . 
change in the fortunes of many, and abundance of c - **• 
houfes and lands had been transferred to new poffef- 
fors, it was thought proper to take the Cenfus. The 
affembly being fummoned for the election of Cenfors, 
Marcius Rutilus the Plebeian prefented himfelf as a 
candidate for that office. He was the firft that intro¬ 
duced the Di&atorffiip into the order of the People, 
and made it a point of honour to do the fame in re- 
fpe<5t to the Cenforfhip. He found great oppofition 
from the Confute, both Patricians, and very zealous 
for their order. But his merit fuperior to the highefl: 
offices of the Sfate, and the extraordinary efforts of the 
People, carried it, and he was elected Cenfor with 
' 1 Cn. 


3*4 

A. R. 404 
Ant. C. 
348 . 


A.R. 405* 
Ant. C. 
347 - 
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Cn. Manlius. That office from its inftitution, that i s 
to fay during fourfcore and twelve years, had always 
remained in the hands of the Patricians. 

Feftus * mentions a law propofed by the Tribune 
Ovinius, which impowered the Cenfors to create Sena¬ 
tors, and to exclude them from the Senate, which 
power till then had been veiled in the Confuls and 
Military Tribunes. Feftus is the only author who fpeaks 
of this law. He does not fay, when it firft took place j 
but it is conjectured to have been palfed this year. 

M. Popilius Laenas, III. 

L. Cornelius Scipio. 

The People re-entered into poffeffion of the Con- 
fullhip, by elefting M. Popilius Laenas. 

A confiderable viftory gained by that Conful over 
the Gauls in a battle, wherein he received a wound, 
did him and the whole order of the People great ho¬ 
nour, who granted him a triumph with great joy. 
They afked each other with inward complacency, 
whether there was any room to be difiatisfied with a 
Plebeian Conful. 

The Confulffiip was, however, given the year fol¬ 
lowing to two Patricians. 


A. R. 406. 
Ant. C. 
346 - 


L. Furius Camjllus. 

Ap. Claudius Crassus. 

Rome had two kinds of enemies to repulfe: the 
Gauls on one fide, who hardly ever left her at reft, and 
the Pirates of Greece on the other, who infefted the 
coafts of Italy. But what occafioned moft unealinefs, 
was the refufal of the Latines to furnilh their con¬ 
tingent of troops according to the treaty with them; 
adding, that they thought it more advifeable to fight 
for their own liberty, than to extend the dominion of 


ftrangers. 


Rome was therefore obliged to content her- 


* Donee Ovinitia Tribunitia intervenit, qua fan&um eft, ut Cenfores 
ex omni ordine optimum quemque curiatim e Senatu legerent. Fest. 
in Prseteriti Senatores. 

felf 
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felf with her own forces ; and for that reafon confi- 
derably augmented the number of the troops Hie ufually 
kept on foot. Ten legions were raifed, each confift- 
ing of four thoufand two hundred foot, and three hun¬ 
dred horfe j which amounted in all to forty-five thou¬ 
fand men. f Livy adds, that even in Auguftus’s 
time, when Rome was fo powerful, it had been diffi¬ 
cult to levy fo numerous an army : that is to fay, to 
levy it immediately, novum exercitum. For Rome, in 
the time of Auguftus, had under arms, even in time of 
peace, twenty-three or twenty-five legions; but moft of 
them difperfed in the different provinces of the empire. 
It muft, however, be confeffed, that there is fome ob- 
fcurity in Livy’s expreffions. 

The Conful Appius Claudius died during the pre¬ 
parations for war, of which the whole care fell entirely 
upon Camillus. It was thought injurious to his merit 
to fubjedt him to the authority of a Dictator : befides 
which his name leemed a good omen for a war againft 
the Gauls. He left two legions to guard the city, and 
divided the reft with the Praetor L. Pinarius, who was 
fent to defend the coafts againft the incurfions of the 
Pirates. He marched himfelf againft the Gauls, and 
having advanced as far as the territory of Pomptinus, 
he encamped in an advantageous poll, refolved not to 
come to a general battle, if not forced to it, and con¬ 
tenting himfelf with preventing the Gauls from plun¬ 
dering the country, by fending out great detachments 
on all fides for that purpofe. He believed adting in 
that manner was a certain means to reduce an enemy, 
who not having laid up any provifions, could fubfift 
his army only by pillage. 

Whilft the troops on both fides lay ftill without 
adting, a Gaul, remarkable for the greatnefs of his 
ftature, and the fplendor of his arms, advanced into 
the midft of the two armies, ftriking his fhield with 
his lance. After having caufed filence to be made, he 

* Quem nunc novum exerritum, {i qua externa vis ingrnat, hae vires 
populi Romani, quas vix terrarum capit orbis, contradbe in ununi 
liaud facile efficiant. Liv. 7. 1 . 25* 

challenged 
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A. R. 4° 5 - challenged the braveft of the Romans to fight by an 
A -4S. C ' interpreter. Valerius, a young officer, who believed 
himfelf no lefs capable of the glory of fuch a viftory 
than Manlius, accepted his challenge, and after hav¬ 
ing obtained the Conful’s orders, advanced with a bold 
and intrepid air againft the Gaul. The too diftinguifh- 
ed favour of heaven, fays Livy, fomething diminiffied 
the merit of his vidory. If fame may be believed, 
which delights in adding the marvellous to great events, 
as foon as the Roman came to blows with his adverfary, 
a crow on a fudden perched on his helmet, and kept 
its head always turned towards the Gaul. Valerius 
confidering this circumftance as a good omen, implor¬ 
ed the God or Goddefs who fent it to be propitious. 
The crow not only kept its place, but during the 
whole combat, rofe upon her wings, flew at the face 
and eyes of the Gaul with her beak and claws, and 
did not quit him, till terrified with a prodigy that de¬ 
prived him both of the ufe of his eyes and of his pre¬ 
fence of mind, Valerius laid him dead on the earth. 
The crow then, having difcharged hercommiffion, flew 
away towards the eaft, and difappeared. 

The two armies till then had continued quiet. 
When Valerius was preparing to ftrip the enemy he 
had killed of his fpoils, the Gauls continued no longer 
in their poll, and the Romans flew to the aid of their 
brave officer. The adion immediately began round 
the dead body of the Gaul, and foon became a general 
battle. Camillus exhorted his troops, already animat¬ 
ed by the vidory of Valerius, and the vifible protec¬ 
tion of the Gods, to charge the enemy, and ihewing 
them the young vidor covered with glorious fpoils : 
“ Go foldiers, faid he, follow the example of your 
“ brave Tribune, and compleat what he has begun.” 
They obeyed, and the fuccefs was not long doubtful, 
fo much did the fate of the two combatants feem to 
have decided before-hand that of the two armies. 
The battle was warm and bloody between thofe who 
firft came to blows round the dead Gaul: but from 
the reft the Romans found po reflftance. Their ene T 

mies 
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mies fled, without fo much as having difcharged their 
darts. At firft they retired into the country of the 
Volfci and Falernum, from whence they removed into 
Apulia, towards the Upper Sea. The Conful, liaving 
affembled the army, gave the young Tribune great 
praifes, and made him a prelent of ten oxen and a 
crown of gold. This Angular adventure procured 
him the firname of Corvus, Crow, which he tranf- 
mitted to his pofterity. 

The Senate having afterwards appointed Camillus 
to march againft the Greek Pirates, he joined his 
troops with thofe of the Praetor. But as this war fpun 
out in length, by order of the Senate he declared T. 
Manlius Torquatus Dictator, toprefide in the eledtion 
of Confuls. M. Valerius Corvus was chofen, though 
abfent, and only twenty-three years of age, which did 
not hinder the People from unanimoufly giving him 
their fuffrages. The Didlator on his fide was infinitely 
pleafed to contribute to the glory of a young officer, 
who treading in his fteps, had fignalized himfelf in 
the fame kind of combat. Auguftus long after, 
thought proper to honour the wonderful victory of 
this illuftrious young Roman, and to confecrate the 
memory of it, by erecting'a ftatue to him in the Forum, 
with a crow fluttering upon his head with expanded 
wings. M. Popilius Lsnas was Corvus’s collegue. 

M. Valerius Corvus. 

M. Popilius L.enas IV. 

No memorable adtion pafied in the war with the 
Greek Pirates, who knew no more how to fight by 
land, than the Romans by fea. Being repulfed from 
the coafts, and water as well as provisions beginning 
to fail them, they quitted Italy. It is not certainly 
known by what people this fleet was manned, nor from 
w r hat part of Greece they came. Livy believes it had 
been equipped by the Tyrants of Sicily: for Greece 
properly fo called was fufficiently employed at this 
time in defending itfelf againft the invafions of Philip 
cfMacedon, Alexander the Great’s father. 

' A plague 
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A. R. 407. A plague that happened at Rome occafioned re- 
34 5 , ' courfe to be had to the ceremony called Leftifternium. 

The inhabitants of Antium fettle a colony at Satri- 
cum, and rebuild that city which the Latines had 
deftroyed. 

The Carthaginians having fent ambafladors to Rome 
to demand the amity and alliance of the Romans, a 
treaty was concluded with them. Livy does not men¬ 
tion a treaty above an hundred and fifty years prior to 
this, which was concluded with the Carthaginians the 
fame year the kings were expelled. Polybius has pre- 
ferved the tenor of it, as well as of that in queflion, 
which is the fecond. The fame author afterwards cites 
a third made at the time Pyrrhus came to Italy. I 
fhall defer fpeaking of thefe treaties, till I come to the 
firft Punic war. 

A. R.408. T. Manlius Torquatus. 

Ant. C. ^ 

. C. JrLAUTItJS. 

Ten years before the intereft of money had been fix¬ 
ed at one per Cent, per Annum ; under him fanus : this 
year it was reduced to half that ; femundarium fcemiSi 
Debtors had three years allowed them for difeharging 
their debts at four different payments, of which one 
was to be made diredtly, and the three others from 
year to year. This was far from being an entire relief 
to the People, who ftill continued under art heavy load, 
and fuffered much : but the Senate, lefs fenfible to the 
mifery of particulars than to public credit, could not 
refolve to give it fo great a wound, as to declare 
debtors difeharged from their debts. What gave the 
debtors fome little relaxation, was that no levies were 
made, nor taxes exafted this year. 

^nt^c 9 ’ Valerius Corvus II. 

343. ’ C. Poetelius. 

The next year the Romans were beforehand with 
the Volfci and Antiates, who were preparing to invade 
their territory. They were defeated, the city of Sa- 

tricum 
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tricum taken and burnt, and the fpoils abandoned to 
the foldiers. More than four thoufand prifoners were ' 

taken, who were led in triumph before the chariot of 
the Conful Valerius Corvus, and fold for the benefit 
of the public. Some authors believe that they were 
flaves. 

M. Fabius Dorso. a ; r,4 1 °” 

Ant. C. 

SeR. SuLPICIUS CaMERINUS. 342. 

The Aurunci were foon after fubjecled, and the 
Volfci again defeated. A Temple was now credted 
to Juno, afterwards firnamed* Moneta. 

C. Marcius Rutilus III. A : R-4 ” 

_ , „ „ TT Ant. C. 

T. Manlius Porquatus 11. 341. 

A Dictator was declared for the expiation of cer¬ 
tain prodigies. 

M. Valerius Corvus III. A ; R ; 4 V' 

Ant. c. 

A. Cornelius Cossus. 340. 

From henceforth we lhall treat of far more con- Liv. 1. s. 
fiderable wars than the preceding, whether in refpedt 2 9 - 
to the power and forces of the enemy, duration, or the 
remotenefs of the places where they were made. Hi¬ 
therto the Romans had to do with the Sabines, the part 
of Hetruria neareft Rome, the Latines, Hernici, i£qui, 

Volfci, and all the little States in the neighbourhood 
of Rome. This year they undertook a war with the 
Samnites, a potent and warlike People, who gave 
place neither in valour nor military difcipline to the 
Romans, and like Rome, had vaffals and allies at¬ 
tached to their fortune. Every body knows, what -f- 
Horace fays, of the young Samnites, acc uftomed early 

* Juno was called Moneta, on account of having given falutary ad-v 
vice on a certain occafion. A monendo. Cic, deDivin. 1 . i. n. ioi. 

f Sed rufticorum mafcula militum 
Proles, Sabellis do6ta ligonibus 
Verfare glebas, & feveras 
Matris ad arbitriutn recifos 

Portarefuftesr Hor« Od, 6 , 1, 3. 
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A.R. 412- to the rudeft fatigues, and the moft fupple obedience* 
A ^ C ‘ After this war, in which the fuecefs was long equal, 
Pyrrhus appeared upon the ftage, and after him the 
Carthaginians. During this interval * what a throng 
of great events arofe, and how often did Rome fee her- 
felf expofed to the molt extreme dangers ? Thefe, fays 
Livy, were in a manner the Heps by which the empire 
attained to that height of power and greatnefs, of which 
we can fcarce fuftain the weight. 

Eufebius, in his chronicle, mentions a Cenfus which 
feems to agree with this year, wherein the number of 
the citizens amounted to an hundred and fixty thoii- 
fand. 

The Samnites, with whom the Romans began then 
to meafure their fwords, inhabited very near the region 
of Italy now called Abruzzo. This war was excited 
by a foreign caufe, for they were at that time the 
friends and allies of the Roman People. The Sam¬ 
nites having attacked the Sidicini for no other reafon 
but becaufe they were the ftrongeft, the latter were re¬ 
duced to have recourfe to a more powerful people, and 
made an alliance with the Campanians, who lent them 
a great name, but were really of no great fupport to 
them, and took their defence upon them with more 
oftentation than ftrength. Enervated in lloth and 
luxury, they could not make head againft the 
Samnites, enured and accuftomed by an hard and la¬ 
borious life to all the exercifes of war, and having been 
defeated in a battle fought in the country of the Sidi¬ 
cini, they drew upon themfelves the whole weight of 
the war. They were beat a fecond time not far from 
their capital in an action, wherein they loft the greateft 
part of their youth, fo that they had no refource but 
to lhut themfelves up in their city Capua. But not be¬ 
lieving themfelves fafe there, they applied to the Ro¬ 
mans for aid. 

Their embafladors, on being introduced to the Se¬ 
nate, fpoke to them in terms to the following effedt. 

* Quanta rerum moles ! Quoties in extrema pericula veritum, ut in 
haac magnitudinem, quje vix fuftjnetur, erigi imperium pofTet! Liv. 

“ if 
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“ If we come. Fathers, to demand your amity at a 
“ time when our city was in a more flourilhihg con- “<*0. ’ 
“ dition, you would perhaps grant it us more readily, 

“ but then you would perhaps have lei's reafon to re- 
“ l.y upon a lafting fidelity on our part: whereas de- 
“ livered by your aid from enemies, who have Iworn 
“ our deftruftion, we cannot but retain eternal gra- 
“ titude for fo important a fervice. We do not be- 
“ lieve your union with the Samnites an obftacle to the 
“ gfaceweafk; For in making an alliance with them, 

“ you undoubtedly did not intend to tie up your hands, 

“ and deprive yourfelves of the liberty of concluding 
“ any other treaty. Though it does not become us in 
“ our prefent condition, to fpeak advantageoufly of 
“ ourfelves, we can fay, however, without letting too 
“ great a value upon what we are, that Capua giving 
“ place only to Rome either for the extent of its do- 
“ minions or the fertility of the country dependant 
“ upon it, fhould you think fit to make an alliance 
“ with us, it might be of fome* and no fmall, ufe 
“ to you. On the firft motion of your eternal ene- 
“.mies, the iEqui and Volfci, our fituation enables 
“ us to fall immediately upon their rear, and what 
“ you fhall now be the firft to aft for ourprefervation, 

“ we fhall always do from henceforth for the aug-*- 
“ mentation of your glory and pmpire. The con- 
“ feffion we are reduced to make you, is a mournful 
“ one for us, but of indilpenfible necelfity. We are 
“ upon the point of being forced either to fall into the 
“ dependance of our friends or of our enemies ; of you, 

“ if you take upon you our defence •, of the Samnites, 

“ if you abandon us. You are therefore to determine, 

“ whether Capua, and all Campania, fhall augment 
“ your own, or the power of the Samnites. We fpeak 
here to a people, whom no fear deters from under- 
“ taking wars founded in juftice. .But on this occa- 
“ fion there will be no necelfity for that. Shew only 
“ your arms, and the fhadow of your aid, your name 
' “ alone will be fufficient fafety for us. Would to the • 

Gods we were able to reprefent the mournful litua- 
Yol. II. “ Y “ tion 
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■ “ tion of Capua at this moment, whilft fhe expefts 
cc with the moft cruel anxiety the anfwer we are to 
“ bring back from you, which is to decide either her 
u fafety and liberty, or her flavery and deftruction.” 

The ambaffadors, after this difcourfe, withdrew, 
and the Senate deliberated upon their demand. It 
feemed to deferve abundance of attention, and might 
be of great advantage to the State. Capua was the 
greateft and moft opulent city, and its lands the moft 
fertile, of all Italy. Its bordering upon the fea, which 
facilitated the importation of corn from it, might render 
it the magazine of Rome. Its alliance might contri¬ 
bute much ‘towards the conqueft of all the countries 
between Rome and Capua: all which motives fhould 
have had, one would think, great weight .with an am¬ 
bitious people, affedting to extend their dominions 
perpetually. Equity however and faith to their en¬ 
gagements prevailed, and made all thofe views’of in- 
tereft vanifh, which are ufually fo powerful in the de¬ 
liberations and councils of princes and republics, but ' 
which feemed to this wife and auguft affembly, bafe 
and unworthy of the Roman greatnefs. The Conful, 
having ordered the ambaffadors to be called in, made 
them this anfwer in the name of that body. “ The 
“ Senate, Campanians, are forry for your prefent 
“ condition, and could wifh it had power to affiftyou 
cc with honour : but juftice will not admit us to make 
<c a new alliance with you, in violation of one more 
<c ancient. * We are united with the Samnites by a 
66 folemn treaty, and will not take arms againft them, 
“ which would be ftill more criminal in the fight of 
“ the Gods than injurious to men. All that we can 
cc do for you on this occafion, is to employ our media- 
“ tion with the Samnites, and to defire them by our 
u deputies to defift from their hoftilities againft you.” 
We fee here how much the faith of treaties was re¬ 
medied amongft the Romans, and that it was a conftant 

'* Samnites nobifeum foedere jun&i funt. Itaque arm a, deos priuSj 
quam homines, violators, adveri’us Samnites vebis negamus. Liv. 
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principle amongft them, that no new alliance ought to 
Contravene one of a more ancient date. 

The ambafladors, in confternation at an anfwer that 
gave them up to the hatred and fury of the Samnites, 
had recourfe to another means, according to the 
powers they had received with their cominiffion at 
fecting out from home. “ Since, fay they, you will 
c< not take upon you the defence of our city and 
“ eftates againft the injufirice and violence done us, 
“ you certainly will not' be able to difpenfe with de- 
“ fending a city* when become part of your own do- 
“ minions. We therefore from this moment, Romans* 
u fully and entirely renounce add abandon to you the 
“ people of Campania and the city of Capua, with 
u the lands, temples of the Gods, and in one word, 
“ whatever elfe they hold and pofiefs. We ackriow- 
“ ledge you for our fovereigns. Thus whatfoever evils 
“ befal us from henceforth, will befal us as your fub- 
u jefts.” After this declaration, with abundance of 
tears-they extended their hands towards the Confuls, 
and all proflrrated themfelves to the ground at the 
entrance of the Senate. This was a raoft moving 
fight. A rich and powerful people, diftinguiflied till 
then by their pride and luxury, whole aid their neigh¬ 
bours a little before had implored, reduced to fo low 
a degree of humiliation, as to deliver tip themfelves 
and all they have to aliens and Arrangers. The Senate 
believed that jufiric and public faith would now not 
admit them to betray and abandon a people, who fur- 
renderecl themfelves without referve to the Romans j 
and that the Samnites would aft contrary to equity, 
if they continued to attack a city and country, which 
they Ihould be informed, belonged to the Romans as 
their right, from the cefilon made of it to them by 
the Campanians. 

Ambafladors therefore were immediately fent to the 
Samnites, “ to reprefent to them the fupplication and 
requefl: of the inhabitants of Capua, the anfwer made 
at firfi: by the Senate, which clearly evidenced their 
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A-R. 4 I- 2 -regard for the amity of the Samnites, and laftly the 
A 34 o. ceflion made to Rome by the Campanians of their city 
and all they poflefled. They had orders to demand 
of the Samnites, that in confequence of their amity 
and alliance with Rome, they Ihould defift from at- . 
tacking a country, which from thenceforth was be¬ 
come the domain of the Roman people ; and, if thefe 
amicable methods did not fucceeds they were directed 
to declare in exprefs terms to the Samnites, in the 
name of the Senate and People of Rome, that they 
muft not approach Capua, nor fet foot on the lands 
in its dependance.” When this declaration was made 
to the Samnites in full afiembly, it put them into fuch 
a fury, that they not only anfwered, they would con¬ 
tinue the war they had began ; but their magiftrates, 
on the breaking up of the council, ordered the gene¬ 
rals and officers of the army to attend them, and in 
the prefence of the ambalfadors, with a loud voice, 
commanded them to fet out immediately, and. to 
ravage and deftroy the country of Capua with fire and 
lword. 

Upon this anfwer the Senate* with the People’s 
authority, fent the heralds to the Samnites, to demand 
iatisfaction on account of fo violent a proceeding, and, 
on their refufal, thofe officers declared war againft them 
in all the forms. The two Confuls had orders to take 
the field immediately. Valerius marched into Cam¬ 
pania, and Cornelius for Samnium. The firft en¬ 
camped near mount Gaurus, and the other near 
Saticula. 

The legions of the Samnites marched againft Vale¬ 
rius : they were of opinion, that the weight of the war 
would fall on that fide *, befides which they were ani¬ 
mated by rage and revenge againft the Campanians, 
who had been equally ready .to give aid themfelves, 
and to call it in againft them. At the firft fight of the 
Roman camp, their leaders, full of boldnefs, defired 
earneftly to come to a battle, alluring themfelves that 
the Romans would have the fame fuccefs in aiding 
the Campanians, as the latter had in aiding the Sidicini. 

Valerius, 
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Valerius, after having let fome days pafs in fkirmifhes A.R-4p. 
to try the enemy, gave the fignal for battle, and ex- 11 ' 
horted his troops in few words. He reprelented to 
them, “That they ought not to be daunted by this new 
war and new enemy. That the farther they removed 
from Rome, the weaker and lefs warlike they would 
find their enemies. That the courage of the Samnite.s 
was not to be judged from their defeating the Sidicini 
and Campanians. That the latter had been overcome 
more by their own foftnefs and luxury, than by the, 
forces of their enemies. Could two fucceffes of the 
Samnites during fo many ages be looked upon as any 
thing, when compared with the many glorious ex¬ 
ploits of the Romans, who fince the ■ foundation of 
Rome, reckoned almoft more triumphs than years j 
who had lubdued all around them in arms, Sabines, 
Hetrurians, Latines, Hernici, Volfci, Aiqui, and 
Aurunci •, who had fo often defeated the Gauls in 
pitched battles; and laftly, had repulfed the Greek 
pirates from their coafts with fo much courage and 
fuccels. That in advancing to battle, each of them 
in particular lhould carry with him the juft confidence 
with which their bravery, experienced on fo many oc- 
cafions, and pall great actions, ought to infpire them: 
but that they ought alfo to remember under the aufpices 
of what general they fought.” “ Soldiers, continued 
“ he, it is not my words, but my aftions, that I would 
“ have you follow. It is not to the cabals of the Pa- ‘ 

“ tricians, but to this arm, that I am indebted for 
“ three Confulfhips, and the glory to which I have 
“ attained. There was a time, when it might have 
“ been laid, What wonder is that ? You are aPatri- 
“ cian, and defcended from the Deliverers of our 
“ country, and the Confullhip was in your family the. 

“ fame year that this city began to have Confuls. The 
“ Confullhip is now. equally open to both orders, to 
“ the Plebeians as well as Patricians. It is no longer 
“ the fruit of birth, but of merit. You Ought, lob. 
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diers, to raife your views to the firft dignities. 
The new fir-name of Corvus, which you have given 
Y 3 " me 
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“ me in a manner by the order of the Gods themfelves, 

' “ has not made me forget the ancient fir-name of Pub- 
“ licola attached to my family. I have always fuf- 
“ rained the honour and duties of it. In peace and 
“ war, a private perion or in the higheft offices of the 
“ ftate, I have always adhered to the People, and fhall 
,e do lo during my life. You are now to march with 
“ me, under the proteftion of the Gods, againft the 
<c Samnites, to merit a triumph entirely new, of which 
“ you are to have the firft fruits.” 

* Never was general more familiar with hjs foldiers 
than Valerius : he made no difficulty to divide all the 
labours and military employments with them. In the 
games, wherein the troops contended man to man for 
the prizes of fwiftnefs in running and ftrength of body, 
he accepted with furprizing eafmefs and popularity the 
challenge of the firft comer, and knew how to conquer 
or be overcome with the fame air. He was liberal and 
beneficent, but bellowed his favours with judgment. 
He was attentive in his difcourfe not to injure the li- - 
berty of others, and was no lefs fo to fupport his own 
dignity ; and he perfectly poffefifed the art of defcend- 
ing without demeaning himfelf. In a word, in the 
exercife of the firft offices of the ftate he retained the 
virtues by which he h^d ' deferved them ; a conduct 
infinitely agreeable to the multitude, and very uncom¬ 
mon with thofe who attain great dignities. 

It is eafy to judge how much impreffion the dif¬ 
courfe of fuch a perfon mult make upon the troops. 

It was received with univerfal applaufe. The army, 
full of fpirit and ardour, marched out of the camp to 
battle. The hopes and forces were equal on both 
fides. Both were full of confidence in themfelves, 
without defpifing the enemy. Their late almoft ftill 

* Non alius millti dux familiarior fuit, omnia inter inflmos militum 
haud gravate munia obeundo In ludo prseterea militari, cum velo- 
citatis viriumque inter fe seqnales certamina ineunt, comiter facilis, 
yjncere ac vinci vult eodem $ nee quemquam afpernari parem, qu'i fe 
pfFerret: fadtis benignus pro re, didtis hand minus libertatis alien® 
quam fuse dignitatis memor : &, quo nihil populanus ell, quibus. arti- 
buspetierat magiltratus, iifdem gerebat. LiV. 
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recent fucceffes, the two important victories gained 
by the Samnites, augmented their courage extremely :• 
but a glory of four hundred years, and as ancient as 
Rome itfelf, infpired the Romans with another kind of 
refolution. What gave both fome difquiet, was their 
having a new,- and hitherto mutually unknown, enemy 
to engage with. The battle fhewed their difpofnions 
effectually. It was long doubtful, the victory inclin¬ 
ing neither to one fide nor the other. The Conful, 
feeing that notwithftanding all his endeavours he could 
not break the enemy, made the cavalry advance to put 
them into diforder, which had no better fuccefs, the 
place being too narrow for their evolutions. Valerius 
then leaping from his herfe; “ Soldiers, (faid he to the 
“ foot) this battle regards me : Come on. I am go- 
tc ing to open you a way into thofe troops where you 
“ fee the lances fo thick.” The horfe at the fame 
time having wheeled off by his order to the two wings, 
he advanced to the enemy, and killed the firft he 
met. The foldiers, animated by feeing their general 
confront dangers in that manner, made extraordinary 
efforts. The Samnites did the fame on their fide, and 
maintained their ground without giving way, though 
they had more wounded than the Romans. The bat¬ 
tle had already continued for fome time, and the 
{laughter was very great in the foremoft ranks of the 
Samnites, but they continued in their poll without 
thinking of flight, fo firmly had they refolved not to 
be conquered, and to yield only to death. The Ro¬ 
mans therefore, perceiving their ftrength decline thro’ 
fatigue, and that night approached, actuated by anger 
and the defire of conquering, made a lafi: effort, and 
threw themfelves headlong upon the enemy. The 
ranks of the Samnites began then to be in diforder, 
and they retired •, foon after which they fled with pre¬ 
cipitation. Great numbers of them were either killed 
or made prifoners, and few had efcaped, if night had 
not put an end rather to the vidtory than the battle. 
The Romans confeffed, that they had never engaged 
fo obftinate an enemy before: and the- Samnites on 
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their fide, when they were alked what was the firft 
caufe that had occafioned their flight, notwithftanding 
their ardour for the battle, anfwered, that feeing the 
eyes of the Romans fparkling with fire, and their whole 
vifage enflamed with rage and a kind of fury, they 
could not fuflam their terrible looks. Their terror 
appeared not only in the fuccefs of the battle, but in 
their precipitate retreat in the night without carrying 
off any thing with them. The Romans, finding their 
camp abandoned the next morning, took confiderable 
fpoils in it; and the Campanians repaired thither in a 
body, to exprefs their gratitude to the vidlor. 

The joy for this victory was foon after interrupted 
by the extreme danger to which the other army was 
expofed. The Conli.il Cornelius, having marched from 
Saticula, imprudently entered a foreft that had no way 
into it but through a deep valley, without having ufed 
the precaution of fending a detachment before him to 
view the places and learn news of the enemy. He did 
not perceive, that they had feized the eminences, and 
were over his head, till he was too far advanced to 
retire. The Samnites delaying to attack him only till 
his whole army was engaged in the valley, P. Decius,' 
Tribune of the foldiers, perceived an hill in the foreft, 
which commanded the enemy’s camp. The accefs to 
, it was very difficult to a body of troops laden with 
baggage, but eafy to foldiers who carried only their 
arms. That officer finding the Conful in the utmoft 
perplexity: “ Do you fee, faid .he, that eminence 
“ which is above the enemy, and which they have not 
“ taken care to feize ? Our prefervation depends upon 
M polling ourfelyes there. For that purpofe, I aflt 
only the * Principes and Haftati of one legion. 
“ "When I have gained the fummit of that hill, purfue 
“ your march without fear, allured of preferving your- . 
'** felf and your army. The enemy, expofed to our 
“ darts, cannot move without expofing themfelves to 
‘‘ the danger of being cut to pieces. As for us, either 

* The Principes and Haftati were two bodies of troops that amount¬ 
ed in ail to two thoufand four hundred mety 
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“ the good fortune of the Roman people, or our own A.R.4»: 
“ valour will bring us off.” The Conful having praifed A ^ 0 ' C ' 
him highly, gave him the detachment he afked, with 
which he croffed the foreft, without being perceived by 
the enemy, till he was juft upon the fpot he was march¬ 
ing to feize. The Samnites were in a great furprize; 
and whilft their eyes were entirely fixed upon Decius 
and his troops, they gave the Conful time to march his 
army to a place of lafety. As for Decius, he halted 
upon the top of the hill. 

Whilft the Samnites, in their uncertainty and fuf- 
pence, deliberated upon the conduct they Ihould ob¬ 
serve, they put it out of their power to aft, not being 
able either to purfue the Conful without entering into 
the fame defile through which he had palled with fo 
much danger, or making the troops climb the emi¬ 
nence which Decius had feized. They determined 
however upon the latter, through the delire of aveng¬ 
ing themfelves upon thofe who had deprived theni of 
fo fair an occafion, induced to it alfo by the proxi¬ 
mity of their poll, and the fmall number of troops 
of which that detachment confifted. They therefore 
thought one while of furrounding the hill with troops 
on all fides, to prevent their rejoining the Conful; 
and another, of leaving the paftage open in order to 
attack them in their defcent. Whilft they were in fuf- 
pence, and fluctuating between the two opinions, the 
night came on. Decius conceived at firft, that they 
would have attacked him, and prepared to give them 
a warm reception from the higher ground where he 
was polled. He was much furprized afterwards, 
when he faw, that they did not refolve either to charge 
h'im, or at leaft, if the difadvantage of the place dis¬ 
couraged them, to furround him with intrenchments in 
order to deprive him of all hopes of efcaping. Having 
affembled the Centurions : “ We are very fortunate, 

“ comrades,” faid he, “ to have to do with enemies, 

“ who are abfolutely ignorant of the rules of war, and 
“ of inconceivable flownefs and negleft. Whilft they 
“ have been confulting, and making fo many irregu- 
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“ lar and uncertain movements, they might have fur- 
“ rounded us with intrenchments on ail hides. But 
“ that feems the leaft of their thoughts. We Ihould 
“ referable them, if we continued longer liere than 
“ were neceffary. Follow me then, and whilft home 
“ light remains, let us obferve where they poll their 
“ guards, and by what way we lhall get off from 
“ hence.” This they did immediately, in the habit 
of private foldiers, to avoid being fufpe&ed and 
known by the enemy. 

. He afterwards planted the centinels, and fent or¬ 
ders to the foldiers to come to him, in filence and 
armed, at the fecond watch of the night: that was 
the fpace of three hours from fun-fet to midnight. 
When they repaired to. him in confequence, he fpoke 
to them as follows. “ You muft keep the fame fi- 
“ lence, foldiers, whilft I am fpeaking to you, as you 
‘ 5 did in coming hither. When I have told you what I 
“ have to fay, let thofe who approve it go to the right. 
“ without making any noife : the opinion of the ma- 
“ jority fhall determine us. I corne now to my 
“ thoughts. That the enemy keep you here fur- 
“ rounded, is neither'owing to your want of courage, 
“ nor llownefs to aft. Your valour brought you hi- 
“ ther: your valour muft find you the means of de- 
“ parting from hence. In coming t to this hill, you 
“ have faved the army of the Roman people: now 
“ lave yourfelves in retiring from this place. We 
“ have an enemy to deal with, who may truly be faid 
“ to be blind, and who having it yefterday in his 
“ power to ruin our whole army in the defile it had en- 
“ tered, and either to prevent us from polling ourfelves 
“ upon this eminence, or to Ihut us up within good 
“ works upon it, has neither feen nor done any thing 
“ of all this. After having deceived them in this 
“ manner in day-light, and with their eyes open, it 
“ is neceffary now for you to deceive them again 
“ whilft they lleep. I fay neceffary : for as we have 
“ nothing here but our arms and our courage, and 
muft perifh with hunger and thirft if we continue, 

“ it 
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“ it is abfolutely necefiary to remove from hence. A- 4»: 
“ The queftion only is, whether we fhall do fo by A ^ 0 C ' 
“ night or by day. And this feems to me a matter 
“ that requires ftill lefs deliberation. For if we ftay 
“ till day, who knows but the enemy, whom you fee 
“ difperled quite round our hill, may inclofe it within 
“ folses and intrenchments. And if only the night 
“ be' the prdper time for the execution of our defign, 
which is inconteftable, the prelent hour is the mofb 
“ favourable we can chufe, becaufe that at which 
“ men are heavieft with fleep. As then you will find 
“ all the enemy’s foldiers afieep, you will either pafs 
“ through them without being perceived, or, if they 
“ wake, you may put them into a confirmation by 
ct raifing great cries on a fudden. After having fol- 
“ lowed me to this place, now follow me from hence. 

“ As for me, I abandon myfelf to the fame fortune 
“ that brought us hither. Let thofe who approve my 
“ opinion go to the right.” 

All did fo to a man, and followed Decius where 
the enemy had not pelted centinels. They had palled 
half their camp, when a foldier happening to clalh his 
arms againft the Ihield of a centinel that lay afieep, 
the latter awoke, and gave others the alarm. They 
did not know whether they were' friends or enemies: 
whether they were the detachment come down from 
the hill; or the Conful, who had made himfelf maf- 
ter of the camp. Decius that moment made his 
troops raife great cries. The Samnites, ftill half 
afieep, and feized with terror, could neither take arms 
readily, oppofe the pafiage of the Romans, nor pur- 
fue them. The latter, taking advantage of that con- 
fufion, kept going forwards, and killed all that came 
in their way. When they were out of danger, as it 
was not far from day, Decius made his troops halt, 
and faid to them, “ Your valour, foldiers, is worthy 
“ of admiration. All eyes will applaud this bold 
“ and happy enterprize. But it is not fit that night 
“ ftiould cover fo glorious a return with darknefs and 
“ dbfeurity. Let us ftay here till day, that the Sun 

“ may 
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“ may witnefs your triumphant entrance into the 
“ camp.” He was obeyed. 

As foon as it was day, they marched on, after hav¬ 
ing difpatched a courier to the Conful. The news of 
their return having fpread in the camp, occafioned in¬ 
credible joy, and the troops in emulation of each 
other went out to meet thofe generous and intrepid 
foldiers, who had expofed themfelves to certain dan¬ 
ger for their prefervation. They praifed and congra¬ 
tulated them, calling them all in general, and every 
one in particular, their prefervers, their deliverers. 
They returned thanks to the Gods for fo manifeft, fo 
diftinguilhed a protection: and as for Decius, they 
extolled him to the fkies. This was a day of triumph 
to him. He marched through the camp with his vic¬ 
torious troops in the midft of the higheft applaufes of 
the whole army, who had their eyes fixed on him 
ajone, and by the titles of honour, which they con¬ 
tended with each other in giving him, equalled the 
Tribune in all things with the Conful. The Conful 
had already called the aflembly, and was beginning 
to give Decius the praifes he fo juftly deferved, when 
the latter interrupted him, and reprefented, that there 
was no time to lofe, and that the moments were pre¬ 
cious. He induced him therefore to make the troops 
march dir.edtly againft the enemy, who had not yet re¬ 
covered their confternation in the night, were dif- 
perfed in diforder around the hill, and of whom he 
believed many fent in purfuit of him, were ftill ftrag- 
gling up and down in the fore ft. The legions fet out 
immediately, and came up with the enemy, whom 
they attacked when they leaft expefted it. Moft of 
their troops difperfed on all fides, could neither unite 
in one body, nor take arms, nor retire into their in- 
trenchments. The legions purfued them into their 
camp, which they took, All they found in it were 
put to the fword, to the number of thirty thoufand. 

The Conful having then no other care.upon his 
hands, called an aflembly the fecond time, and did the 
juftjce which was due to the geqerous enterprise of 

Decius, 
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Decius, the glory of which the laft adlion had infi-A; **•+>*• 
nitely augmented. Befides other military prefents, he 
gave him a crown of gold, an hundred oxen, and a \ 
white one with gilt horns. To each of his foldiers, 
he gave a double allowance of corn for ever, with an 
ax and two habits for the prefent. After the Conful 
had diftributed his rewards, the legions placed the 
crown Obfidionalis on the head of Decius : this was 
a mark of acknowledgment given by the foldiers to 
the officer who extricated them out of any dangerous 
poft, wherein they had been invefted by the enemy: 
it was compofed of turf. The foldiers of his detach¬ 
ment gave him another of the fame kind. Decius 
facrificed the ox with the gilt horns to Mars; and 
gave the other hundred to the foldiers who had fol¬ 
lowed him in this aftion. The legions made each of 
the fame foldiers a prefent of a pound of flour, and 
a * Sextarius of wine. All thefe military prefents were 
attended with the cries and acclamations of the army, 
undoubted proofs of its fincere and univerfal joy. 

A third battle was fought with the fame people. Liv. l. ?. 
The Samnites whom Valerius had put to flight in the c " 
firft battle, having drawn all their youth together, re- 
folved to make a laft effort, and affembled near Suef- 
fula. The inhabitants of that place fent immediate 
advice of their motions to Valerius, imploring his aid. 

He immediately fet out without baggage, leaving a 
ftrong guard for the defence of his camp in cafe of 
attack, approached the enemy, and encamped upon a 
ground of moderate extent not far from them. The 
Samnites at firft offered him battle, but feeing that he 
did not move, they advanced to infult his camp. 

Judging of the number of his troops from the fmall 
extent of his camp, their ardour augmented, and they 
demanded permiffion of their officers to force it. The 
war would have been terminated by that rafti enter- 
prize, if their Chiefs had not checked their impetuo- 


* The Sextarius was the ftxth part of a Congius, a little more than 
the Englilh pint* 
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• fity. As they began to want provifions, part of thei r 
troops difperfed about the country to forage, whilft 
fear, as they imagined, kept the Romans fhut up in 
their camp. They even flattered themfelves, that the 
latter would foon be reduced by famine, having only 
the provifions they had brought with them upon their 
flhoulders. When the Conful faw the enemy difperfed 
on all fldes in the country, with few troops to fuftain 
them; after having animated his troops by a fhort ex¬ 
hortation, he led them on againft the enemy’s camp, 
and made himfelf mailer of it at the firft attack. 
Great numbers of them were killed, and more in their 
tents than at the gates of the camp and on the works. 
Having caufed all the enfigns he had taken to be laid 
together, and left a confiderable body of troops to 
guard the camp he had juft feized, with exprefs or¬ 
ders not to touch the fpoils till his return, he marched 
in good order againft the Samnites difperfed about the 
country, whom he had firfl; taken care to make his ca¬ 
valry furround, in order to drive them like beafts into 
a net, fo that they could not efcape him. The daugh¬ 
ter in effeft was very great, becaufe they neither knew 
whether to draw up in a body, retire to their camp, or 
fly fome other way. Forty thoufand fliields were taken; 
not that the number of the dead was fo great, but becaufe 
the alarm and flight had been general; and the colours, 
including thofe already taken in the camp, amounted 
to an hundred and feventy. When this expedition was 
over, the Conful returned to the enemy’s camp, and 
the whole booty was abandoned to the foldiers. 

The good fuccefs of this campaign againft the Sam¬ 
nites put a ftop to the bad defigns of fome of the States 
in the neighbourhood of Rome who meditated war. 
The report of it fpread as far as Carthage, who fent 
ambafladors to congratulate the Romans upon it, with 
a crown of gold weighing twenty-five pounds, to be 
placed in the temple of Jupiter in the Capitol. 

The two Confuls triumphed over the Samnites. 
Decius followed their chariot, carrying the rewards 
with which his valour had been honoured: and the 

fol- 
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foldiers, in their Tongs, wherein the military freedom 
prevailed, gave the Tribune equal praifes with the 
two Confuls. 


SECT. III. 

The Roman foldiers fent into winter quarters at Capua , 
form d conspiracy againjt the inhabitants. It is difco- 
vered. They revolt againjl the Commonwealth itfelf. 

Valerius Corvus the Dictator appeafes the jedition. The 
Samnites demand peace. The Latines haughtily require 
the Romans to ccnfent, that one of the two Confuls Jhall 
be elected out of their nation. War is declared agaml 
them. Dream of the two Confuls. Manlius Torquatus 
puts his fon to death for having fought contrary to his 
orders. Decius, the other Conful, devotes himfelf for 
the army, which gains a famous victory over the Latines. 
Reflections upon the abtion of Torquatus. The war 
continued againft the Latines. Three laws much againjl 
the Senate are paffed. All the Latin States are con¬ 
quered, and entirely fubjebted to the Romans. A Veftal 
is condemnedi The Pratorfhip conferred upon a Ple¬ 
beian. Roman ladies convibied of poifoning , and pu¬ 
rified. 

npHE deputies of Capua and Suelfula applied to a.R. 4 :s. 

the Roman People, and earneftly follicited them, Al ^ o c * 
that they would fend garrifons to quarter amongft J 
them during the winter, in order to defend them 
againft the Samnites, who made frequent incurfions 
into their country, and ravaged their lands. This fa¬ 
vour, which they had no trouble to obtain, was very 
near proving fatal to them. The Romans on one fide, 
accuftomed to an hard and fober life, did not know 
how pernicious a city plunged in voluptuoufnefs might 
be to their manners : and the Campanians, on the 
other, were nd lefs ignorant of the dangers of admit¬ 
ting a foreign garrilon. Both people foon made a fad 
experience of thefe things. 

. Capua, 
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* Capua, whofe exceffive luxury even in thofe days 
was highly capable of corrupting military difcipline, 
foon foftened the foldiers Rome had fent thither,, by 
the delicious living and pleafures with which it fup- 
plied them in abundance, and made them abfolutely 
forget their own country. During their winter quar¬ 
ters, they concerted meafures for depriving the Cam¬ 
panians of their city by the fame crime, as therri- 
felves had formerly taken it from its ancient inhabi¬ 
tants, and made ufe of their own example againft 
them. The Roman foldiers conceived their defign 
founded in reafon. “ For,” faid they, “ is it reafon- 
“ able, that the Campanians, who are incapable of 
“ defending their perfons and eftates themfelves, 
“ fhould poflefs the molt fertile country of Italy, and 
“ inhabit fo fine a city, in preference to a victorious 
“ army, who at the price of their fweat and blood 

have driven out the Samnites ?” In confequence 
they formed the barbarous defign of maflacring the 
inhabitants of Capua, and of eftablifhing themfelves 
in their room. 

C. Marcius Rutilus IV; 

Ck Servilius. 

The confpiracy could not be kept fo fecret,, but 
that the principal magiftrates had intelligence of it, 
The province of Campania had fallen by lot to Mar¬ 
cius. He was a man of ability and experience, was 
now Conful for the fourth time, and had been Dic¬ 
tator and Cenfor. Having been apprized on his arri¬ 
val, of all the projects that had been formed, he 
thought it neceflary to elude them by addrefs and 
without noife. The firft means that he ufed was to 
fpread a report, that the troops lhould continue the 
following year in the fame winter quarters; for they 
were cantoned into different towns, but had all en- 

* Jam turn minime falubris militari difciplinas Capua, inftrumento 
omnium voluptatum delinitos militum animos avertit a metnoria pa¬ 
triae. 
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tered into the confpiracy and a< 5 ted in concert. 
thereby gave them room to believe, that they would 
.have fufficient time for accomplifhing their defign, 
and wifely retarded the execution of it. The conipi- 
racy in confequence was not carried on with fo much 
vivacity, and flackened much in its heat for the 
prefent. 

When the Conful took the field with the army, 
whilft the Samnites remained quiet, he made it his 
bufinefs to difperfe the principal confpirators on all 
fides under different pretexts. He fent away whole 
companies that he fufpedled, and permitted them to 
return to Rome by way of favour, and to give them 
the fatisfa&ion of feeing their families. The confpi¬ 
rators at firft fufpe&ed nothing, and took the benefit 
of the General’s indulgence with joy. But afterwards, 
putting different circumftances together, they were 
particularly flruck with the great number, that had 
obtained leave to be abfent fo eafily, of whom the 
major part were fuch, as had declared themfelves molt 
for the confpiracy •, and thence proceeding to refledt 
ferioufly upon the Conful’s conduft, they rightly fuf- 
pefted the myftery of it. They Were then feized with 
terror. They apprehended, that they fhould be made 
victims to the inexorable revenge of the Senate, and 
refolved to take meafures for their own fecurity. 

A Cohort, that is to fay, a body of about five hun¬ 
dred men, irtflead of going to Rome, halted in a * 
narrow pafs, in order to receive thofe whom the Con¬ 
ful difmiffed every day. A great body of troops were 
foon formed in this place, and wanted only a general 
to form a compleat army. A man of great reputa¬ 
tion was neceffary for that office, and they had no' 
fuch perfon amongft them. They could not think 
of bringing one from Rome. For what Patrician or 
Plebeian would accept of fo dangerous a commiffion P 
In this exceeding perplexity they were informed, that 


* Lautula, a. place between the Sea and the Mountains. 
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413-at a country houfe not far off, actually refided an il- 

C ‘ luftrious Patrician, named T. Quintius, who had for¬ 
merly diflinguifhed himfelf in war, but had been ob¬ 
liged by his wounds to quit the fervice, and palled 
his time, remote from trouble and ambition, in the 
tranquillity of a country life- They did not imagine, 
that they ihould be able to engage a man of that cha¬ 
racter to accept their offer voluntarily. They there¬ 
fore went in the night to feize his perl'on • and having 
declared to him that he muff either refolve to accept 
the command, or die, they forced him to put himfelf 
at their head: after which they marched directly for 
Rome. 

They were within eight miles of it, when they 
were informed that an army was advancing to meet 
them, under the command of M. Valerius Corvus, 
who had been created Dictator upon the news of this 
revolt, and the year before had commanded the fame 
rebellious troops in quality of Conful. As foon as 
they came in view of the other army, and difcovered 
the Roman arms and eagles, that fight foftened them, 
and the love of their country reluming its place in 
their hearts, their fury grew calm in an inftant. * They 
had not yet acquired the barbarous courage' to fhed 
the blood of their citizens; they knew no wars but 
with ftrangers, and believed a feparation from their 
country the laft excefs of frenzy. The leaders and 
foldiers on both fides. in confequence fought only to 
approach each other. The two Generals had an in¬ 
terview at the head of their armies with very pacific 
difpofitions. Quintius, averfe to carrying arms even 
for his country, was far from being willing to employ 
them againft it. Corvus loved his whole country pal- 
fionateiy, and in particular the troops, but efpecially 
the old foldiers. 

' As foon as Corvus appeared, and the mutineers faw 
him, they exprefied the higheft refpeCt for him, whillfc 

# Nondum erant tam fortes ad fanguinem civium, nec prceter ex¬ 
terna noyerant bella* ultinaaque rabies fecedio ab fuis babebatur. Liv- 
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his own troops kept a profound filence. “ Soldiers,” 
fays Corvus, “ in letting out from Rome, I implored 
“ the immortal Gods, the Gods of our country, your 
“ Gods as well as mine, that I might return from 
“ hence with the glory, not of having conquered, 
<c but of having reconciled you. I have had, and 
“ lhall Hill have fufficient occafions, of acquiring 
“ glory in war: here all I feek is peace. What I 
“ alked of the Gods in the prayers I made to them, 
“ you, foldiers, can make me obtain, if you will only 
“ remember, that you are not incamped in the coun- 
“ try of the Samnites and Voifci, but in the territory 
“ of Rome: that thefe hills, which you fee, are the 
“ hills of your country: that this army in front of 
“ you, is compofed of your fellow-citizens: and that 
<c I am your Conful, under whom laft year you twice 
“ defeated the legions of the Samnites, and as often 
“ took their camp. Yes, Soldiers, I am M. Valerius 
“ Corvus, who never took any advantage of illuftrious 
“ birth but to do you the greateft fervices, and never 
“ any wrong: who am not the author of any rigorous 
<c law, of any decree of the Senate, of which you 
“ can complain: and who in all the commands I 
“ have had, have ever been more fevere to myfelf 
<c than to you. If birth, valour, and dignities could 
“ infpire any one with pride and haughtinefs, I was 
“ of a family, had given proofs of bravery, and 
“ had attained the firft office of the State at an age, 
“ when I might, being Conful at three and twenty, 
“ have made not only the People, but the Senate fear 
“ me. During this firft Confulffiip, did I either act, 
* or fpeak, in any other manner, than when I was 
“ only Tribune of a legion ? I retained the fame mo- 
“ deration in my two following ConfuHhips, and am 
“ ftill determined to do fo in this high office of Dic- 
“ tator, with which it has been thought proper to in- 
“ veft me, and not to treat thofe foldiers, who are 
<{ mine and their country’s, with more lenity and in- 
“ dulgence, than you, who, I fpeak it with horror, 
Z 2 “ are 
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44 are its enemies. You therefore fhall draw the 
44 fword againft me, before I draw it againft you : If 
44 we muft fight, the trumpet fhall firft found the 
44 charge, and the cry of battle and attack begin firft, 
“ on your fide.” After fome other reflettions, he 
addrefled himfelf to the general of the mutineers 
thus : 44 T. Quintius, however you happen to be 
44 here, whether out of choice, or in effeft of force, 
44 if we muft come to blows, do you retire into the 
44 rear. It will be more honourable for you even to 
44 fly before your country, than to fight againft it. 
44 Now the queftion is to negotiate peace, it becomes 
44 you to appear in the front, and to make yourfelf 
44 the mediator of an accommodation. As for you, 
44 foldiers, propofe equitable conditions to us : though, 
“ however that be, it were better for us to fubmit to 
44 the moft unjuft, than to imbrue our hands in blood 
44 which ought to be facred to us.” 

Quintius ipoke with tears almoft to the fame effect 
to his troops. 44 Soldiers,” faid he, 44 if I can be of 
44 any ufe to you, it is alfo rather in refpeft to peace 
44 than war. It is neither a Yolfcian, nor a Samnite, 
44 who has juft fpoke to you ; but a Roman, your 
44 Conful, your general. You have experienced his 
“• good fortune in command. Do not expofe your- 
44 felves to making proof of it againft you. The Se- 
“ nate might have commiffioned generals to march 
44 againft you, who would have been more willing to 
44 proceed to fatal extremities : but they have made 
44 choice of one who might be moft inclined to fpate 
44 you as his foldiers, and in whom you could place 
44 moft confidence as your general. Thofe who are 
44 capable of conquering defire peace. Let us then 
44 renounce thofe deceitful and pernicious counfellors, 
44 rage and hope, and more wifely abandon ourfelves. 
44 without referve to a goodnefs and fidelity too well 
44 known to be iufpe&ed.” 

This advice being generally approved, Quintius 
returned to the Diftator, declared to him that the 
1 troops 
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troops put themfelves into his hands, and earneftly be- a.r. 4 i 
fought him to make himfelf their advocate and defen- Ai ^' 9 _ c 
der with the Senate and People. He added, “ That 
as to what concerned himfelf, he had no precautions 
to take; and that he relied upon his innocence : but 
that as to the foldiers, it would be proper to do for 
them what was formerly done for the People,, when 
they retired to the Sacred Mountain, and afterwards 
for the army in the time of the Decemviri; that is to 
lay, to decree that what was pall fhould not be im¬ 
puted as a crime to the foldiers, and that they Ihould 
never be molefted on that account.” 

The Didtator,-after having praifed QuintLus as he 
deferved, and given great hopes to the reft, returned 
immediately to Rome. He had no trouble in ob¬ 
taining pardon for the criminals, their great number 
making impunity almoft necelfary. Having affem- 
bled the People, with the approbation of the Senate, 
he propoled and paffed a decree in the affembly, that 
no one fhould be molefted for having feparated from 
the army, and formed a party. He alfo afked 
as a favour of the Romans, that no reproaches, 
either in jeft or earneft, fhould be call upon any of 
them. 

At the fame time a military law was paffed, to 
prohibit ftriking the name of a foLdiej off the lift 
without his confent. The fame law declared, that 
whoever had been Tribune of a legion, fhould be in¬ 
capable of being a Centurion afterwards. The con- 
fpirators demanded this article on account of P. Sa- 
lonius, who was almoft always alternately, one year a 
Tribune, and the next .ftrft Centurion, called after¬ 
wards Primipilus, - The foldiers had a grudge againft 
him, becaufe he had always oppofed their plot, and 
to avoid having any lhare in it, had retired from Lau-‘ 
tula. As the Senate rejected this article o.ut of regard 
for him, he defired that they would comply with it; 
for the fake of peace ; which was granted. 
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Another no lefs violent demand of the fame foldi- 
ers was to reduce the pay of the horfe, which was 
thrice as much as that of the infantry. They were 
angry with the cavalry for having always oppofed their 
confpiracy. 

Livy mentions feveral other laws which they ob¬ 
tained, but without any certainty ; and even the reality 
of thofe we have fpoken of, may be doubted. And 
indeed, it would be very furprizing, for foldiers, who 
ought to have thought themfelves very happy in be¬ 
ing pardoned their rebellion, to have been fo infolent 
to demand, that fuch of their comrades as had op¬ 
pofed them, Ihould be punifhed, and the Senate fo 
weak as to grant it •, otherwife we muft fuppofe the 
army of the rebels to have been very numerous and 
formidable. 

The fedition of which we have juft fpoke, was the 
firft in which the Roman troops marched in arms 
againft their country. But to confider the eafy and 
immediate manner, in which it is appeafed without 
coiling a drop of blood, it ought in my opinion to be 
looked upon lefs as a revolt formed coolly and with 
reflection, than as a fudden and tranfient ftart of 
phrenzy almoft involuntary, which hurries on thefe 
foldiers without knowing what they do, and which, 
far from extinguiihing the love of their country in 
their hearts, Ihews how profoundly it was implanted 
in them, as at the firft remonftrance of the Dictator it 
awakens on a hidden in all its vigour. The Romans 
were not yet fufceptible of thofe monftrous exceffes 
which civil war excites: Nondum „ erant tain fortes ad 
fanguinem civihm. That fury, that barbarity, was re¬ 
ferred for the latter unfortunate times of the com- 
momveaith, when we lhall fee the Roman * armies 
marching againft each other with flying colours, and 
Rome fwimming in the blood of her citizens. 

* - Infeftis ohvia fignis 

Signa> pares aquilas, & pila minantia pilis. Lucan. 
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For the reft, we cannot too much admire the ad- A. R.413 
drefs and prudence, with which this whole affair is ^ ' 
conduced both by the Conful and the Diftator. I 
do not know whether a more eloquent, more moving, 
and more perfuafive difcourfe than that of Valerius 
Cqrvus to the mutinous troops is to be found in hif- 
•tory. To know the'human heart well, and how to 
influence the minds of men by gentle and infinuating 
methods to the purpofe intended, is a great talent, 
and a fcience highly neceflary to thofe who have the 
adminifttation of governments. 

C. Plautius, II. A.R.414. 

L. AImilius Mamercimus. 33 s. ’ 

The rumour of the fedition of the Roman foldiers, Liv..l.s. 
and the war with the Samnites, made fome States de- c ’ 1 > 
fpife the alliance of the Romans. The Privernates 
in particular, by fudden incurffons ravaged the lands 
of Norba and Setia, Roman colonies. The Conful 
Plautius foon put an end to thofe diforders. 

fEmilius, the other Conful, to whom the war 
■againft the Samnites had fallen by lot, entered their 
country, and found them entirely quiet. With his 
permiffion they fent deputies to the Senate, to de¬ 
mand peace of the Romans, and permiffion to make 
war againft the Sidicini. Thofe deputies reprefented, 
that the Samnites were ancient allies of Rome, and 
“ that the Sidicini, againft whom they demanded leave 
to make war, had always been their enemies, and ne¬ 
ver the friends of the Romans.” The Senate, after 
having deliberated upon the affair, replied : “ It was 
not the fault of the Romans, that the alliance with 
the Samnites had not fubfifted inviolably, and that 
they would willingly renew it: That as to the Sidi¬ 
cini, it was at their own option to aft in regard to 
that people, and to make either W2r or peace with 
them, as they Ihould think fit.” 
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The Samnites, in confequence of this treaty, im¬ 
mediately turned their arms againft the Sidicini. The 
latter, to fecure themfelves, had recourfe to the Ro¬ 
mans, and offered to fubmit to them as the Campa¬ 
nians had done. Their propofal was not accepted, 
under pretext, that it was only 1 the effect of the ex¬ 
treme neceffity to which they were reduced. Had the 
Campanians afted from any other motive ? The Sidi¬ 
cini, on this refufal, applied to the Latines, who had 
already taken arms of themfelves. The Campanians, 
more fenfibie to the injury they had received from the 
Samnites, than to the fervices of the Romans, alfo 
joined the Latines. A confiderable army, formed 
out of the three people, entered the country of the 
Samnites, and retired after having ravaged it with 
fire and fword. 

Their retreat , gave the Samnites time to fend depu¬ 
ties-to Rome, to defire the Senate, that “ they would 
be pleafed to forbid the Latines and Campanians, as 
they were dependent on them, to attack the Samnites ; 
and in cafe of difobedience, to reduce them to it by 
forcb of arms.” The anfwer returned them was ob- 
fcure and ambiguous ; becaufe the Romans were not 
willing to own in exprefs terms, that the Latines were 
no longer at their difpofal as formerly, and that they 
apprehended alienating them entirely, if they affirmed 
a loftier tone, • They declared therefore, that they 
could forbid the Campanians, as being their fubjedts, 
to carry arms againft the Samnites: but as to the La¬ 
tines, there was no claufe in the treaty with them, by 
which they were obliged not to make war with whom 
they thought fit. 

This anfwer, which terrified the Campanians, made 
them take off the mafk, and rendered the Latines, 
who perceived that the Romans feared them, more 
haughty than ever. Accordingly, calling frequent 
affemblies under colour of the war with the Samnites, 
the principal perfons of the nation concerted mea- 
fures for attacking the Romans and the Campanians 

came 
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came into their views. Whatever care was taken t0 ^ R ‘ 4 £ 4 ' 
keep thefe deliberations fecret, in order to furprize ' 

the Romans, the latter had intelligence of them •, 
and to put themfelves in a condition to fupport fo 
confiderable a war as that with which they were 
threatened, they immediately nominated new Con¬ 
fuls, having for that purpofe anticipated the time of 
eleftion. 

} 

T. Manlius Torquatus, III. ^A^t 4 c S * 

P. Deci us Mus. 337. 

Livy fays, that Alexander King of Epirus came this 
year to Italy with his fleet. The learned Dodwell 
poftpones this event to the time, where Livy dates 
Alexander’s victory over the Lucanians and Samnites, 
that is to fay, eight years later. 

The other much more famous Alexander, whofe 
victories acquired him the firname of the Great, 
fignalized himfelf at the fame time, but in a different 
region. He was nephew by the mother’s fide to the 
Alexander of whom we firft fpoke. 

Though the revolt of the allies and of all the Latine 
Rates was no longer dubious, the Romans, as if their 
own interefb had not been concerned, and only thofe 
of the Samnites, ordered ten of the principal Latines 
to attend, amongft whom were the two Prgetors in of¬ 
fice, L. Annius of Setia, and L. Numicius of Circeii 
(thofe two cities were both Roman colonies) to receive 
fuch orders as it fhould be judged proper to give them. 

The two Prtetors, before they fat out for Rome, call¬ 
ed an afiembly, to know in what manner they fhould 
anfwer the orders, which they expected would be given 
them. Opinions being very much divided, Annius, 
who had given his firft, fpoke again as follows. 

“ Though I myfelf propofed deliberating upon the 
“ anfwer it was proper to give the Romans, I believe 
that the queftion at prefent is not fo much to en- 
“ quire, w'hat it is necefiary to fay, as what it is ne-, 

« ceffary 
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a.r.aij. « cefiary to do. When we have fully determined how 
A 337- C ' “ we a< ^> ^ b e eafv to adapt words to our 
“ conduct. If we are abjeCt enough to perfift ftill in 
“ fuffering a lhameful flavery, under the colour and 
“ name of an alliance, there is nothing to deliberate 
e ‘ upon : we muft anfwer the Romans, that on the firft 
<c fignal from them we will lay down our arms. But 
“ if we have the leaft fenfe of honour and love of 
“ liberty remaining, if we remember that the treaty 
“ concluded with them is between equal and equal, if 
we reflect that our troops compofe the half of their 
“ army : for what reafon, where forces are equal, fhall 
tc authority not be equal alfo ? In a word, to fpeak 
“ my whole opinion at once, wherefore of the two 
“ Confuls lhouldnot one be defied out of the Latines, 
“ as the other out of the Romans ? If ever there was 
“ a favourable conjuncture for poffefling ourfelves of 
“ our rights, the prefent is fo. You have made trial 
“ of their patience on many occalions, but efpecially 
“ in refufing them the troops you have been accuf- 
“ tomed to furnifh them for almoft two hundred 
“ years. They have borne it patiently. Whence 
“ do you think proceeds this moderation, except from 
their knowledge of their own ftrength and ours ? 
“ They fear you; and the anfwer which I know they 
£ ‘ made the Samnites, clearly fhews, that they reckon 
“ Latium no longer in their dependance. If any one 
“ here is afraid to be the carrier of your demands, I 
et offer myfelf to go, and make them known, not only 
“ before the Senate and People of Rome, but in the 
“ prefence and fight of their Jupiter Capitolinus. I 
“ will declare there to them in your name, that, if 
“ they would have us for friends and allies, they 
“ muff receive one of the Confuls from us, and com- 
“ pofea Senate half Romans and half Latines.” This 
difcourfe was generally applauded, and Annius com- 
miifioned to do and fay whatever he fliould think 
expedient for the honour and intercft of the Latine 
ftates. 


When 
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When the deputies arrived at Rome, the Senate A - R - 4 ’5. 
gave them audience in the Capitol. The Conful T. 

Manlius declared to them in the name of the whole 
body, that the Samnites were the allies of Rome, and 
that therefore the Latines had to defift from making 
war againft them. Annius then replied, not with the 
gravity and moderation of a deputy, but with the tone 
of a vidtor, who had taken the Capitol by force of 
arms. “ You certainly ought not, Romans,” addref- 
fing himfelf to Manlius and the Senate, “ to affutne 
the ftile of matters over us, at leaft now, when you 
“ know to what an height of greatnefs and power the 
<c Latine people have attained, as well by their own, 

“ as the forces of their allies. As you cannot refolve 
‘ c to put an end to your imperious fway, according 
“ to all the rules of nature and reafon, we ought, as 
“ it is in our power, to affert our liberty. However, 

“ as we are defcended from the fame blood, we are 
“ willing, in confideration of a tie always to be regard- 
“ ed, to proceed by the methods of accommodation; 

■“ and fince it has pleafed the Gods to make the forces 
** of the two people equal, propofe conditions of peace 
“ to make them equal alfo in power and authority. 

For this end then, of the two Confuls one mutt be 
“ chofen out of the Romans, and the other out of the 
* £ Latines; and the Senate mutt confift alfo of an 
“ equal number of you and us, fo that the Romans 
e< and Latines for the future may form only one peo- 
pie and commonwealth. And in order that there 
“ may be but one common feat of empire, and the 
tc two people may bear the fame name, as it is abfo- 
“ lutely neceffary for one of them to refign that honour 
“ to the other, for the fake of peace, we confent, that 
“ Rome {hall become our common country, and that 
“ we be all called Romans.” 

The Conful Manlius, who was of a character no 
lefs proud and haughty than the Latine deputy, was 
feized with fury on this difcourfe, and declared that 
jf the Senators were fo void of reafon and common 

fenfe 
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A. R. 415. fcnfe as to accept fuch conditions, he would enter the 
Ant. C. g enate f wor d in hand, and kill all the Latines that 
’ ftiould dare to place themielves there. Then turning 
towards theftatueof Jupiter : “ Great God, cried he, 
« do you hear the criminal and impious propofal they 
“ make us ! Will you behold foreign Confute and a 
foreign Senate in your facred temple ! Is this then, 
“ Latines, the treaty which Tullus King of Rome 
“ made with the Albans your forefathers ? or that fince 
“ renewed with you byTarquinius Prifcus ? Perhaps 
“ you have forgot the battle at the lake of Regilfc. 
“ Can you forget both your former defeats, and our 
“ fignal benefadtions, in fuch a manner ?” 

After Manlius had made an end of fpeaking, the 
Senate exprefied no lefs indignation than their Head •, 
and whilft the Confute and Senators were calling upon 
the Gods, the witnefles of treaties and alliances, it is 
faid that Annius was heard to exprefs himfelf in terms 
of contempt and infult againft Jupiter. But it is cer¬ 
tain, that in defcending from the porch of the temple 
with precipitation, he fell from the top to the bottom 
of the fteps, and ftruck his head fo violently againft 
the ftones, that he was ftunned, and, according to lome 
authors, expired upon the fpot. Others add, that 
whilft the Senate was imploring the vengeance of the 
Gods, thunder was heard, which was followed by a 
great ftorm. All this might be true, fays Livy; but 
feems better adapted to the theatre than hiftory, where 
it might ferve to embellilh the fcene, and for the bet¬ 
ter reprelentation of the anger of the Gods. And in¬ 
deed as I have often obferved, it was the cuftom of 
the ancients to throw the marvellous into Angular and 
remarkable events. 

Manlius, whom the Senate had ordered to recon- 
dudt the ambafiadors, feeing Annius upon the ground, 
cried out aloud, fo as to be heard by the Senate and 
People : “ Heaven has heard our prayers, and de~ 
“ dared for us. Yes, there is a.Providence, there is a 
“ Jupiter, who regards the prayers addrefled to him, 

“ Feat 
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Fear not, Romans, to take arms, which the Gods 
“ themfelves put into your hands. I will treat the jj 7> ’ 
“ Latines, and level them with the earth, in the fame 
** manner as you fee the Gods have done their 
“ Chief.” 

This expreffion gave the People fo much refentment 
againft the Latines, that if the magiftrates ordered 
to accompany the Deputies had not been prefent, ,the 
law of nations would not have fecured their perfons. 

War againft the Latines was decreed. The Confuls, 
having raifed two armies, which were joined by that of 
the Samnites, fet out immediately, and incamped near 
Capua, where the Latines and their allies had their 
rendezvous. 

Here, during the night (I have no other authority ^ 1V - 81 
for this fa£t than Livy’s credulity, neither does he ,7 ‘ 
affirm it pofitively) the two Confuls had the fame dream 
or vifion. A man of a larger and more majeftic. ftature 
than ordinary appeared to them, and told them : 

“ That the general on one fide, and the army on the 
other, were due to the Dii Manes and Gods of the 
earth; and that the army, whofe general Ihould de¬ 
vote himfelf and the legions of the enemy to thofe Gods, 
ffiould be victorious.” When the Confuls had related 
this vifion to each other, they judged it neceffary to 
offer facrifices to the Gods, in order to avert their 
wrath ; and they were the better pleafed with eonfult- 
ing the Gods in this manner, as, if the infpeftion of 
the entrails foretold the fame thing as their dream, one 
of the two Confuls might prepare to fulfil the decree 
of the fates. 

The anfwer* of the Arufpices agreed perfectly with 
the idea Manlius and Decius had conceived in effedfc 
of their dream. They therefore affembled a council 
of war •, and in order that the death of one of the Con¬ 
fuls might not give the army terror and confternation, 
it was agreed, that on the fide which firft gave way in 
the battle, the Conful ffiould devote himfelf for the 
Roman People and their armies. It was alfo thought 

neceffary 
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A.R- 41 s- necefiary in fo dangerous a war to revive-all the ancient 
Ant. c. f e verity of the military difcipline, and an order was 
3i7 ’ publilhed throughout the camp, to forbid fighting out 
of rank, and without the Confuls permiffion, upon 
pain of death. What made fuch ftridt precautions ne- 
ceflary, was becaufe the Latines were the enemy, with 
whom they were preparing to engage. They ufually 
fupplied the Roman armies with half their infantry, 
and two-thirds of their horfe. As they had long and 
often made war in conjunction with the Romans, they 
had entirely contracted their genius and manners. 
Every thing was the fame on both fides : the fame 
arms, the fame difcipline, the fame evolutions, and 
often even the fame valour. The foie difference al- 
mofc was, that of the generals, who were always the 
greateft and moft able amongft the Romans, born to 
command. It is evident therefore, that too much 
precaution could not be taken againft fuch an 
enemy. 

The Confuls fent out horfe on all fides to obferve 
the motions of the enemy, who were not far off. T. 
Manlius, the fon of the Conful, having advanced at 
the head of a fquadron almoft to the gates of the 
camp of the Latines, was challenged to a Angle com¬ 
bat by one of the principal perfons of their army, who 
alfo added haughtinefs and infult to that defiance. 
The young Roman, full of fire and courage, could 
not contain himfelf. Whether rage, or lhame to re- 
fufe the combat, or laftly, fays Livy, whether urged 
on by the inevitable neceffity of his fate, he forgot, 
at that moment, the refpeCt and fubmifiion, which he 
owed to his father’s authority, and the orders of the 
Confuls •, and ran blindly into a combat, of which the 
event could not but be fatal to him, whether he con¬ 
quered or were overcome. He killed his enemy, and 
after having taken his fpoiis, returned in triumph with 
his troops. When he arrived at the camp, he went 
diredlly to his father’s tent, fcarce knowing either the 
nature of what he had done, or what was going to hap¬ 
pen 


MANLIUS, DECIUS, Confute. 3 5 , 

pen to him in-confequence; and afiuring himfelf of A. R. 415 
praifes, when he ought to have expected nothing but 
punifhment. He presented himfelf therefore with con¬ 
fidence. “ Father, faid he, I have followed your ex- 
“ ample, and proved myfelf your fon. I bring you 
“ thefe fpoils of an enemy, who challenged me, and 
“ whom I killed in fingle combat.” As foon as the 
Conful had heard thofe words, he turned away, feemed 
both with his eyes and hands to pufh the young man 
from him, and immediately alTembled the army. Then 
addreffing himfelf to his fon : “ T. Manlius, faid he, 

“ fmce without regard either to the Confular dignity, 

“ or the authority of a father, you have prefumed 
“ contrary to our exprefs orders to fkirmilh with the 
“ enemy, and have thereby, as far as in you lay, 

“ abolifhed the military difcipline, which has been to 
“ this day the fupport of the Roman State, fo as to 
“ have reduced me to the fad neceflity, either of be- 
“ traying the interefts of the Commonwealth, or of 
“ facrificing myfelf with whatever is mofc dear to me: 

“ it is juft that we buffer the punilhment of our of- 
“ fence, rather than it fhould fall upon our innocent 
“ country. We are going to give a fad and mourn- 
“ ful example, but a falutary one to the troops of all 
“ fucceeding times : not but that paternal tendernefs, 

“ and even this firft effay of your valour, which yOu 
“ have juft given, buffering yourfelf to be milled by a 
“ vain phantom of glory, plead ftrongly with me in 
“ your behalf. But as it is neceffary either to enforce 
tc the relpedt due to the Confular authority by your 
“ death, or to authorize the contempt of it by fuffer- 
“ ing yot\r crime to pafs with impunity •, I believe you 
“ yourfelf, if you have any blood of mine in you, will 
“ riot refufe to reiriftate the military difcipline by 
“ your punifhment, which you have fubverted by your 
“ difobedience. Go, Liftor, faften him to the ftake.” 

So cruel a decree undoubtedly coft him who made it 
fome tears; and if, on this occafion, the love of the 
public good triumphed over paternal tendernefs, we 
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muft believe that it did not entirely extinguilh the 
fenfe of it. 

The whole army was {truck with terror and confter- 
nation at fo excefiive and horrid an order ; and each 
imagining he faw the ax in a manner preparing for 
himfelf, continued within bounds, lefs out of fub- 
miflion than fear. All kept a mournful filence for 
fome time. But when they faw the head of young 
Manlius drop, and the earth covered with his blood, 
they quitted on a fudden the kind of ftupefadtion into 
which their frit furprize had thrown them, gave a free 
vent to their groans and complaints ; e'xpreffing the 
moft tender companion and regret for the fon, and 
uttering the moft violent execrations againft the cruelty 
of the father. They celebrated the funeral of that 
unhappy youth with the utmoft folemnity. They 
covered his body with the fpoils of the enemy he had 
killed, eredted him a funeral pile without the in- 
trenchments, and the foldiers, in paying him thefe laft 
fad duties, fnewed the greateft zeal and the utmoft 
tendernefs in honour of his memory. 

The adtion of Manlius, by whatfoever name it may 
be called, for I do not examine that here, whether it 
be denominated juft feverity, or barbarous cruelty, 
produced a double effedt. On the one fide, it rendered 
the foldiers more ftridt and obedient: on the other, it 
made the Conlul eternally odious •, the command of 
Manlius, Manliana imperia , became a proverb to ex- 
prefs the moft terrible and exorbitant excefs of fe¬ 
verity. 

The battle was fought near mount Vefuvius on the 
way to * Veferis. The Roman Confute, before they 
led the troops to battle, facrificed vidtims, in order to 
know the will of the Gods from the infpedtion of their 
entrails. The Arufpex found fomething wanting in 
the j- head of the liver of Decius’s vidtim, but that 

* it is doubted whether this be the name of a city, or of a river. 

f What the ancients meant by u head of the liver” is not precifely 
known ; but it was by that part they judged whether the vi&im were 
agreeable to the Gods or not. 

the 
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the reft of it was acceptable to the Gods: that of^R-4?s« 
Manlius was perfectly good. “ I am fatisfied, faid 1 ft 
“ Decius, if the vidim of my collegue be entirely 
“ grateful * to the Gods.” The army advanced * L - m 
afterwards to engage. Manlius commanded the right e ft. 
wing, and Decius the left. The battle was fought, 
with equal forces, valour, and fuccefs at lirft. At 
length the Haftati of the left wing not being able to 
fuftain the impetuous charge of the Latines, retired 
to the fecond line, where the Principes fought. In 
this diforder the Conful Decius cried out with a loud 
voice to the Pontiff Valerius, “ We have occaficn here, 

“ faid he, for the affiftance of the Gods. Lend me 
“ the aid of your office, and repeat the words which 
“ I am to pronounce in devoting myfelf for the army.” 

The Pontiff ordered him to put on the robe called 
Prtetexta; and with his head covered with a veil, oiie 
hand raifed under his robe as high as his chin, and a 
javelin under his feet, he made him pronounce thefe 
words Handing upright. “ Janus, Jupiter, Father 
w Mars, Quirinus, Bellona, Dii Lares, Novenfiles, 

“ Indigetes, and you, Gods, who have a particular 
“ power over us and our enemies, Dii Manes, I beg, 

“ I humbly implore, I alk the grace, and I rely upon 
“ obtaining it, that you will beftow courage and vic- 
“ tory upon the Roman People the Quirites' •, and at 
“ the fame time that you will fpread terror, co.nfter- 
“ nation, and Daughter amongft the enemies of the 
“ Roman People the Quirites. And conformably to 
“ the words I have juft pronounced, I devote myfelf 
“ for the Commonwealth of the Roman People the 
“ Quirites, for the army* legions, and auxiliary troops 
“ of the Roman People the Quirites, and I devote 
“ with myfelf the legion and auxiliary troops of the 
“ enemy to the Dii Manes and the Goddefs of the 
“ Earth.” 

After having pronounced thefe prayers and impre¬ 
cations, he ordered his Lidors to retire to Manlius, 
and to inform him,- without lofs of time, that he had 
devoted himfelf for the army. Then wrapping his 
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A. R.415. robes about him, after the * Gabian manner, he threw 
a “| 7 _ c ' himfelf impetuoufly into the midft of the enemy. Ter¬ 
ror and confternation in confequence feemed to lead 
the way before him. Wherever he turned, the enemy, 
as if thunder-ftruck, were immediately feized with 
horror and dread. But when he fell under a fhower 
of darts, the confufion and diforder of the Latines re¬ 
doubled. The Romans at that inftant, filled with the 
confidence of having engaged the Gods on their fide, 
renewed the fight with new valour and vigour. Hi¬ 
therto only the two firft lines, that is to fay the Haftati 
and Principes, had lharedin the adlion. The Triarii, 
who formed the third line, waited the Conful’s orders 
to move, kneeling upon their right knee. Manlius 
having received advice of his Collegue’s death, and 
feeing that the Latines had the advantage in feveral 
places through the fuperiority of their numbers, was in 
fome fufpence whether it was not time to make the 
Triarii advance. But prefently after judging it bell; 
to referve them for the end of the aftion, he contented 
himfelf with making only fome light-armed troops of 
the third line move to the front. The Latines, who 
believed them the whole body of the Triarii, brought 
theirs on alfo. The latter fought long with great ar¬ 
dour, and though their lances were either broke or 
' blunted at the points, and themfelves exceedingly fa¬ 
tigued by redoubled efforts, they however began to 
break the Romans, and believed themfelves fure of 
the vidtory, imagining they had penetrated as far as 
the third line. The Conful then made the Triarii ad¬ 
vance • who being entirely frefh, and having to do 
with troops already fatigued and exhaufted, foon put 
them to the rout, and that with no great difficulty. 
An horrible {laughter of the Latines enfued, of whom 
ficarce a fourth part efcaped. The Samnites, who 
were at the foot of the mountain, augmented the ter¬ 
ror of the Latines. 

The whole honour of this battle was juftly afcribed 
to the Confuls : of whom the one, fays Livy, averted 

* Incin&us cinftu Gabino, 
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the wrath of the Gods from the Romans, and made 5 

it fall upon the enemies * and the other fhewed a ’ 
courage and conduit in this battle, that gave all the 
writers, whether Romans or Latines, who transmitted 
accounts of it to pofterity, reafon to fay, that, on what¬ 
ever fide Manlius had been, that army inufl infallibly 
have been victorious. 

Of the Latines who fled fome retired to Minturnte 
a little above the Mouth of the Liris, and others to 
Vefcia. The Romans took their camp after the bat¬ 
tle with abundance of prifoners. The body of Decius 
was not found till the next day. His coilegue cele¬ 
brated his funeral with great magnificence. 

The courage of devoting themfelves to death for 
the prefervation of their country, became a kind of 
domeftick and hereditary virtue in the family of the 
Decii. * The father gives us an example of it here 
in the war againft the Latines. His fon in that with 
the Hetrurians will pique himfelf upon treading in his 
fteps, and will devote himfelf like him. And his 
grandfon, according to Cicero, in a battle with Pyrrhus, 

Mil renew this glory peculiar to his family in his per- 
fon. But how great foever Cicero’s authority may be, 
the filence of hiftorians, of whom none mention the 
laft’s devoting himfelf, except as a defign not reduced 
to execution, renders this fact at leaft extremely 
doubtful. 

The Romans, fuperftitious to excefs, attributed the 
fuccefs with which thefe devotings were always at¬ 
tended, to a vifible miraculous protection of the Gods. 

Cotta in Cicero, who is not fo credulous, finds nothing 
more than natural in it. -f- It was, fays he, a ftrata- 
gem of thefe great Men, who loved their country 

* Si non mors timeretur-non cum Latinis decertans pater -De¬ 

ems, cum Etrufcis filius, etiam cum Pyrrho nepos, fe hoitium tel is 
objeciffent. Tusc. Qugeft. 1. i. n. 9 . 

f Confilium illud imperatorum fuit, quod Grceci appellant, 

fed eorum Imperatorum qui patriae confulerent, vitae non parcerent. 

Rebantur enini fore, ut exercitus imperatorem, equo incitato fe in 
hoftes iramitfcentern, perfequeretur : id quod evenit. Ee nat. Deor. 
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enough to facrifice their lives for it. They were per- 
3 37 . ' fuaded, that the foldiers, feeing their general throw 
himfelf into the midft of the enemy, where the 
battle was hotteft, would not fail to follow him, and 
braving death by his example carry terror and con¬ 
firmation every where. And in this confifted the 
whole miracle. 

The Latines having raifed new troops haftily, in 
hopes to furprize Manlius, who expected nothing lefs 
than to fee himfelf attacked by defeated enemies, 
were routed a fecond time at Trifanum, between 
Sinueffa and Minturnae. The lofs was fo confiderable, 
that all the Latines, and after their example the Peo¬ 
ple of Capua, lubmitted to the Romans. Part of 
their country was taken from them, and Roman co¬ 
lonies fent thither. The horfe of Capua, to the num¬ 
ber of fixteen hundred, were not involved in this pu- 
nifhment, becaufe they had not lhared in the revolt. 
To reward their fidelity they were made Roman citi¬ 
zens, and the people of Capua were obliged to pay 
each of them yearly the fum of four hundred and 
fifty * Denarii, which might amount to about ten 
pounds fterling. 

Manlius when he returned to Rome was met only 
by the old men. The youth looked upon him with 
deteftation both then, and during all the reft of his 
life. 

It is natural enough to examine what we ought to 
think of the adion of Manlius, who puts his fon to 
death without mercy for having fought contrary to his 
orders ; whether we fhould confider it as a virtuous 
and laudable adion, or an excefs of feverity, which 
cannot be too much detefted, becaufe carried into 
barbarity. We are at the fame time furprized to fee 
two charaders. fo entirely oppofite in the fame man : 
j a generous tendernefs for a father, from whom he 

* The Denarius was not yet coined at Rome, but might be in ufe 
amongft the Campanians. 

+ Magnus vir imprimis & qui perindulgens in pattern, idem acerbe 
feverusin filium. OiHc. 3. c, jz. 

had 
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had received nothing but ill treatment; and inhuman 
cruelty to a fon, whofe whole crime was his having ' 
abandoned himfelf to an immoderate indeed, but par¬ 
donable delire of glory one would think, at his age. 

The bold and hazardous adtion of Manlius to fave 
his father, evidently fhews, that he was not one of a 
bad heart, and void of the fentiments, which nature 
and humanity infpire. Another caufe mull therefore 
be found for his treatment of his fon. And this is 
neither obfcure nor doubtful. Abandoned zeal for 
his country prevailed in him over nature and paternal 
tendernefs. Ipfi natura patrioque amori pratulit jus via- ^ ;c t de 
jejlatis atque imperii ; and Livy does not fail to make Fin. n. 23. 
him declare it in the harangue, which he puts into his 
mouth. Manlius was a father, but he was a Conful. 

He loved his fon, but he loved his country ftill more. 

Every body knows what was the idol of the Romans, 
to which they believed themfelves obliged to facrifice 
every thing : I fay obliged, even by the laws, which 
prefcribed the order of duties. The Gods had the 
firft place, their country the fecond : and the recipro¬ 
cal duties of father and fon held only the third. When 
the two laft dahied, the ftruggle was hard; and to 
give their country the preference, required a conftancy, 
or, to fpeak more juftiy, a kind of ferocity of mind, 
which filenced the voice of nature, and the fentiments 
implanted deepeft in the heart of man. For, we mult 
confefs, whatever greatnefs of foul may be pretended 
in the principles, on which Brutus, Manlius, and fe- 
veral other famous Romans adted, when we examine 
them ferioufly and in cool blood, we cannot but be 
confcious of a fecret voice within ourfelves, that con¬ 
demns them, becaufe repugnant to nature and hur 
inanity. : >.ij . 

Cum ventum ad verum eft, fenfus morefque repugnant. 

Horat. Sat. 1. 1 . 
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T. ./Emil ius Mamercinus. 
Q^Publilius Philo. 


The Latines, difcontented with having been depriv¬ 
ed of part of their country, continued their motions. 
The two Confuls marched againft them. The latter 
defeated the enemy, took their camp, and obliged 
feveral ftates to fubmit to the Romans. His collegue, 
however, made his troops advance againft the inhabi¬ 
tants of Pedum. They were fupported by the cities 
of Tibur, Pnenefte, and Velitrae, and aid had been 
fent them from Lavinium and Antium. The Romans 
having had the advantage in fome battles, TEmilius 
approached Pedum, where the enemy, in conjunction 
with their allies, had eftablifhed their camp •, and 
the whole weight of the war was turned on that fide. 
Before it was terminated, fEmilius, having received 
advice, that a triumph had been decreed his collegue,. 
returned haftily to Rome to demand the fame honour, 
though he had not yet obtained the victory. The 
Senate, offended at fo ill-tim’d an importunity, re- 
fufed him a triumph, till Pedum lhould either be 
taken by force, or furrendered by capitulation. This 
refufal incenfed him againft them, and during the reft 
of his Confulfhip, he aCted like a true Tribune of the 
people, without any oppofition from his collegue, who 
was a Plebeian. The Senate, under pretext of a new 
revolt of the Latines, but in reality to rid themfelves 
the fooner of two Confuls, with whom they were dif- 
fatisfted, ordered them to create a Dictator. .ZEmilius, 
who was then in authority, for the two Confuls when 
together prefided by turns, nominated his collegue, 
who chofe Junius Brutus General of the Horfe. 

It was natural to expeCt that a Plebeian Dictator 
would not fail to fignalize his adminiftration by fome 
inftitution in favour of the people, and againft the 
nobility; and this happened. He paffed three laws 
highly mortifying to the Senate, and which gave a very 
great blow to their authority. The firft was that the 

Plebifcita, 
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Plebifcita, that is to fay, the ordinances of the Peo- A.R.416 
pie, fliould extend to the Senators as well as the Pie- 
beians. This law had already been pafled upon the Liv. 1... 
expulfion of the Decemviri, and probably was not c ‘ ss ‘ 
fufficiently put in force. The fecond ordained, * that 
the Senate ihould approve the laws firft which fliould 
be pafied in the aflemblies by centuries, even before 
the People had given their fuffrages •, whereas ancient¬ 
ly the decrees of the People were not in force, till after ibid. 1. 7 . 
they had been confirmed by the Senate. And by the c « 1 7- 
third it was inftituted, that one of the two Cenfors 
fliould always be elected out of the People : not long ibid. 1. 7 , 
before they had prevailed to have it made lawful for 0 ' 4 " 1 
two Plebeians to be Confuls at the fame time. 

I am furprized that laws of fuch importance to the- 
State fliould pafs with perfeft tranquillity, without 
noife, complaint, or the oppofition of the Senate. 

Livy at leaft fays not a word to that effetfl. This 
was probably becaufe the Senate was without an head, 
the Diftator being againft it. But I am ftill more 
furprized, that fo wife a body, fo attentive to its in- 
terefls, and fo jealous of its privileges, after having 
exafperated iEmilius by the refufal of a triumph, and 
in confequence feen him declare openly for the Peo¬ 
ple, fliould, without neceflity, order him to declare a 
Diflator, and put it into his power fully and imme¬ 
diately to revenge the pretended affront they had made 
him fuffer. 

- L. Furius Camillus. 

C. M^enivs. 

The Latines, after all their Ioffes, were come to the 
point of not being able to endure either war or peace. 

Their weaknefs made them incapable of undertaking 
war ; and their rage for having been deprived of part 
of their country would not permit diem to have re- 
courfe to peace. They believed it obferving a me- 

* Ut legum, quae comitiis centuriatis ferrentur, ante ini turn fufTra- 
gium, patres au&ores iierent. Liv. 8. c. 12. 
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A. R. 417. dhim, to keep themfelves Ihut up within their cities 
^"35 C to av0 ^ drawing the Roman arms upon them ; and to 
^ hold themfelves alfo in readinefs, in cafe the Romans 
fiiould form a fiege of any place, to march altogether 
to its aid. This plan did not fucceed, and they exe¬ 
cuted it ill. The city of Pedum being befieged, only 
the people of Praenefte and Tyber entered it, being 
its nearefl: neighbours. Mtenius, one of the Confuls, 
attacked with advantage, and defeated near the river 
Aftura the Aricini, Lavinians, and Veliterni, who had 
joined the Volfci of Antium, in order to march to the 
relief of the city. Camillus, the other Conful, made 
himfelf matter of it by ftorm, after a defence of con- 
fiderabie length. "When Pedum was taken, the two 
Confuls being joined, led their victorious troops againft 
all the other cities -, and fubjedted the whole country 
of the Latines. They left good garrifons in the 
conquer’d places, and returned to Rome. The ho¬ 
nour of a triumph was decreed them unanimouCy, to 
which a new mark of diftindtion very extraordinary in 
thofe times Was added, the eredting of two equeftrian 
ftatues of them in the Forum. 

Before the eledtion of new Confuls, Camillus re-' 
ported the adtual condition of the Latines to the Senate, 
in order to their deliberating with proper information 
upon what it was proper to eftablilh in refpedt to them. 
*f Fathers, faid he, all that remained to do in Latium 
“ has been happily effedted by the favour of the Gods, 
“ and the faithful and valiant fervice of your foldiers. 
“ The armies of the enemy have been defeated near 
“ Pedum and Aftura. All the Latine Cities, and 
“ Antium which belonged to the Volfci, have keen 
“ either taken by force of arms, or voluntarily fur- 
“ rendered ; and are now in the poffeffion of your 
“ garrifons. 'As thefe people difturb us by frequent 
“ revolts, the queftion now is to find effedtual means 
“ for eftablifhing a folid and lafting peace. The Gods 
“ have put their fate entirely into our hands. It is 
“ for you to refolve, whether Latium fhall fubfift any 
“ longer or not. In refpedt to the Latines, you have 

' “ it 
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** it now in your power to a/fure yourfelves of perpe- A.R.417. 
“ tual peace, either by treating them with rigour, or A " t- c ‘ 
“ pardoning them. Are you willing to treat a peo- 
“ pie with the utmoft feverity, who have returned to 
“ their obedience, and are no longer able to oppofe 
“ you ? It is at your choice to deftroy all Latium for 
“ ever, and to reduce a country into a defart, which 
“ in many important wars has fupplied us with nume- 
** rous and excellent troops. Or is it your will, after 
“ the example of your anceftors, to give a new aug- 
“ mentation to the commonwealth, in receiving the 
“ conquered people into the number of yourcitizens. 

“ This you may do in a manner equally for your ad- 
“ vantage and glory: And nothing is more certain, 

“ than that the only means for eftabliflfing a firm and 
“ permanent fway, is fo to aft, as to make the con- 
“ quered people obey with joy. But, whatever choice 
“ you make, it is necefiary you fhould make it foon. 

“ You know thefe people are in fufpence between 
hope and fear. It is for your intereft, both to deli- 
“ ver yourfelves as foon as poflible from this care, and 
“ to take the advantage of their prefent Rate of un ? 

“ certainty, either for inflifling punifhment, or grant- 
“ ing them pardon, .before they have had time to look 
“ about them. Our duty was to put it into your 
power to make fuch a choice as you fhould think 
“ fit. It is yours now to determine upon that which 
“ is moll expedient for yourfelves and the common,- 
“ wealth.” I need make no remark upon the wif- 
dom and eloquence of this difcourfe : but I defire the 
reader to obferve in what is going to be decreed in 
refpe< 5 t to the Latines, how invariably the Roman 
people perfifted to adhere to the maxims of govern¬ 
ment and rules of policy eflabliflied from the foun¬ 
dation of the empire, the end of which was to attach 
the conquered Rates to them for ever, and to makp 
but one and the fame people with them from thence¬ 
forth, by granting them the freedom of Rome. 

•The difcourfe of Camillus was generally approved: 
but though the Senate did not hefitate in giving the 

pre- 
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A. R. 4:7. preference to clemency, as the conduct of the States 
A ^ S . C ' of Latium had been different, they believed it necef- 
' fary to make fome ‘difference alfo in the treatment of 
them.' The inhabitants of Lanuvium had the free¬ 
dom of Rome granted them : they were permitted to 
ufe their own religious ceremonies, and it was decreed, 
.that the temple and facred grove of Juno Sofpita 
fhould be common to them with the Roman People. 
The people of Aricia, Nomentum, and Pedum, were 
alfo made Roman citizens. The right the Tufculans 
already had was referved to them, and the punifhment 
of their revolt was made to fall only upon fome par¬ 
ticulars, who had been the ring-leaders of it. The 
people of Velitras, who were anciently Rorhan citi¬ 
zens, were treated with great rigour, becaufe they 
had frequently rebelled before. Their walls were 
demolifhed ; and their Senators were ordered to quit 
the place, retire to the other fide of the Tiber, and 
never to appear more on this fide of that river under 
great penalties. Their lands were granted to a colony 
fent thither : and as their number was very confider- 
able, the city was almoft as well peopled as before. 
A new colony was alfo fent to Antium, and the an- 
tient inhabitants were granted permiffion to join it if 
they thought fit. All their fhips of force, with which 
they followed piracy, were taken from them, and navi¬ 
gation was prohibited them. All of them were 
granted the freedom of Rome. Part of thofe fhips 
were brought to Rome and laid up in the Arlenals : 
the reft were burnt, and the heads or beaks of them 
employed as ornaments for the tribunal of harangues 
ere&ed in the Forum ; and from thence that tribunal' 
derived the name of Roftra. Part of the country of 
Tiber and Prasnefte were confifcated, not only as a 
punifhment for their laft revolt, which they had been 
guilty of in common with the reft of the Latines, 
but becaufe formerly, in order to throw off the Roman 
Yoke, they had joined the Gauls, a fierce and barba¬ 
rous nation. The reft of the Latine ftates were de¬ 
prived of the right and.cuftom of allying by marriages. 
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of trafficking with each other, and of compofing the A.R.417.. 
fame common affemblies. The quality of Roman ^ 
citizen, but without the right of Suffrage, was grant- J 
ed to the Campanians, out of confideration for their 
cavalry, who had refufed to enter into the revolt of 
the Latines : as alfo to the people of Fundi and For¬ 
mic, becaufe they had always given the Roman ar¬ 
mies a free paffage through their country. The 
people of Cumae and Sueffula had the fame privilege. 


C. SuLPICIUS LONGUS. A.R.418 

P. iEtlUS PjETUS. t Ant. c. 

334 - 

In this Confulffiip, a Veftal called Minucia, who 
had rendered herfelf fufpefted by too much care in 
adorning her perfon, having been accufed before the 
Pontiff, was convicted of having violated the law of 
chaftity, and fuffered the ufual puniffiment of being 
buried alive. 

The Praetorlhip, which from its inftitution, during 
almoft thirty years, had always been exercifed by the 
Patricians, was given this year to a Plebeian for the 
firft time : his name was Publilius Philo, an illuftri- 
ous perfon, who had already been Conful and DiCta- 
tor. For in thofe times the Romans made no diffi¬ 
culty in accepting an inferior charge, after having 
filled the higheft dignities. The Senate, who had not 
been able to exclude the Plebeians from the firft offices 
of the ftate, thought it needlefs to give themfelves any 
trouble to prevent them from holding the Praetor- 
ffiip. 
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CaISO DUILIUS. Ant. C. 
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The Aufonians, who inhabited the city of Cale, 
had taken arms in conjunction with the Sidicini their 
neighbours. They were defeated by the Romans, 
and retired into their refpeftive towns. 


M. Vale- 
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M. Valerius Corvus, IV. 

M. Atilius Regulus. 

M. Valerius befieged and took the city of * Cale. 

T. Veturius. 

Sp. Postumius. 

A colony of two thoufand five hundred citizens 
were fent to Cale. 

A. Cornelius, II. 

Cn. Domitius. 

Dodwell places the firft defcent of Alexander King 
of Epirus into Italy in this year. Having landed at 
Px ffcum, he firfl attacked the Lucanians, and ravaged 
their country. The Samnites. immediately flew to 
their aid. Thofe two people were defeated in battle. 
Alexander made an alliance with the Romans. 

The Cenfus was now taken. As the number of 
the citizens had been very much augmented by the 
new conquefts, two Tribes were added to the former 
in their favour: the tribe Maecia, fo called from Cal- 
trum Mascium, which was not far from Lanuvium; 
and the tribe Scaptia, which takes its name from 
Scaptia,. a fmall town near Pedum. By this addition 
the Tribes amounted to the number of twenty-nine, 

M. Claudius Marcellus, 

C. Valerius Potitus. 

This year was diftinguifhed by a fad event, occa- 
fioned either by the badnefs of the air, or an horrible 
crime. Livy relates the fecond caufe at large •, but 
obferves, that it appeared doubtful to fome authors. 
The principal perfons of the city, to the furprize of 
every body, : died of difeafes which feemed to be the 
fame, and almoft all with the fame fymptoms. In the 

* This city was famous for the excellent wine of its territory. 

trouble 
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trouble and alarm of the whole city in confequence, a A.R.423. 
female Have went to Q^Fabius, afterwards iirnamed A ^ C ' 
Maximus, who was then Curule iEdile, and promifed 
to difcover the caufe of this mortality, provided fhe 
might be protected from the confequences with which 
the affair might be attended. Fabius immediately 
gave the Conluls advice of this information, and they 
reported it to the Senate, who caufed the affurances 
the flave demanded to be given her. She declared 
that the mortality was occasioned by poifon prepared 
by the Roman ladies, and that if proper perlohs were 
fent with her, they would have evident proofs of 
what fhe faid. The Confuls in confequence went with 
her, furprized fome ladies aftually ; employed in pre¬ 
paring certain drugs over the fire, and found potions 
ready compofed. locked up in their keeping. They 
caufed thefe potions to be carried into the Forum, and 
made twenty Roman ladies, in whofe houfes they had 
been found, appear before them. Two of them, 

Cornelia and Sergia, were of the Patrician order, who 
faid that thofe draughts were wholefome remedies. 

The flave, who faw herfelf charged with falfe accufa- 
tion by that anfwer, infilled that themfelves fhould 
take them to fhew their innocence. Having caufed 
the multitude to be removed, they confulted together, 
boldly accepted the propofal, and all perifhed imme¬ 
diately by their own crime. Their accomplices were 
inftantly feized, and difcovered a great number of 
ladies guilty of the fame practice, of whom an hun¬ 
dred and twenty were condemned. The tribunals of 
Rome had never before taken cognizance of the crime 
of poifoning. 

Befides what Livy fays, that fbme authors afcribe 
the mortality of this year, not to poifon, but to an 
epidemical difeafe ; there is, in my opinion, feveral 
circumflances in the relation itfelf, that make it little 
probable, efpecially the number of near two hundred 
women convi&ed of this crime. Is it credible, that 
they ihould keep a fecret of that importance any time 
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• fo inviolably, as not to let any circumftance concern¬ 
ing it tranfpire and take air? 

However it were, this event is confidered as an ef¬ 
fect of the wrath of the Gods •, and in order to ap- 
peafe it, recourfe was had to a ceremony, already em¬ 
ployed fometimes in dangerous conjunctures, which 
has been mentioned elfewhere : this was “ to drive a 
nail” into the temple of Jupiter. A Dictator was no¬ 
minated for that purpofe. 

» 

, L. Papirius Cursor. 

C. POETELIUS LlBO. 

Dodwell adds a year in this place omitted by Livy, 
in which the perfons juft mentioned were Confuls. 
Solinus fays, that Alexandria in Egypt was built at 
this time. Livy poftpones this event fix years which 
error is believed to proceed from the refemblance be¬ 
tween the names of the Confuls then eleCted, and 
thofe of this year. 


SECT. IV. 

Siege of Privernum. That city is taken. War declared 
with the city of Pahepolis. , Difpute concerning the 
pretended vicious creation of a Dilatator. Death' of 
- Alexander King of Epirus. War with the Samnites 
renewed• Palapolis taken. Regulation againfl credi¬ 
tors. War declared againfl the Veftini. They are 
defeated. Papirius Curfor is declared Did!at or againfl 
the Samnites. His difpute with g^Fabius his mafter of 
the horfe , who had given battle contrary to his orders , 
and whom he is for putting to death. He pardons him 
at lafl at the requeft of the People. The trcops dif- • 
gufted with the Dictator, exprefs their difcontent in a 
battle. He reconciles them. The Samnites are defeated , 
and obtain a truce for a year. 


L. Pa- 
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L. Papirius Crassus, II. 
L. PLAUTIUS VfiNNO. 
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HE following years have no very remarkable 



event. The ^Ediles caufed porticos, from whence 
the chariots were to ftart in the races, to be built at 
the entrance of the Circes. They were called carceres , 
goals. The fiege of Privernum was now undertaken, 
whofe inhabitants, in conjundtion with thofe of Fundi, 
ravaged the lands of their neighbours, the allies of 
the Roman People. Whilft two'Confular armies were 
employed in this fiege, a report fpread, that the Gauls 
approached. Rome, on the leaft fulpicion of that na¬ 
tion’s being in motion, took the alarm. Levies were 
immediately made, and * the meaneft workmen and 
Ihopkeepers, though very unfit for fervice, were 


lifted. 


L. aEmilius Mamercinus, II. 


C. Plautius. 

Mamercinus, to whom the war with the Gauls had 
fallen by lot, found, that the report concerning their 
march was without foundation. Plautius, the other 
Conful, who had continued the fiege of Privernum, 
foon made himfelf mafter of it, and fent Vitruvius to 
Rome, the principal author of this war, whom the 
Privernates had put into his hands. He was a perfon 
of great power, not only at Fundi his country, but 
even at Rome, where he had a magnificent houfe. It 
was demolilhed, and he put to death. The walls of 
Privernum were levelled, and the Senate of that city 
banillied beyond the Tiber, as had been done in ref- 
pect to that of Velitne. 

Plautius, on his return to Rome, received the ho¬ 
nour of a triumph. After that folemnity, which ac- 

* Opificum quoque vulgus, & fellularii, minims militias id one urn 
genus, exciti dicuntur, Liv. 
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A. R. 42 6 . cording to cuftom was followed with the punilhment: 

Ai ]^’ of the principal authors of the revolt, he alfembled 
the Senate, to determine in refpefl to the fate of the 
Privernates, and the treatment they were to have. 
He reprefented, that the moft criminal having fuf- 
fered the punilhment they deferved, the multitude, 
who had not given into this war on their own accord, 
might be fpared, and the rather, becaufe the city of 
Privernum bordered on the Samnites, in whofe amity 
no great confidence could be placed. Opinions dif¬ 
fered exceedingly, according as the Senators were 
differently inclined to lenity or leverity. One of them 
having afked the ambalfadors of Privernum, what 
punilhment he believed his countrymen deferved : 
“ That,” replied one of them, “ which thofe deferve 
“ who believe themfelves worthy of being free.” The 
Conful, who perceived the bad effeCt this anfwer had 
produced, which was too haughty, and too little re- 
ferved, for the prefent conjuncture, in order to afford 
him an opportunity of giving it a milder turn, inter¬ 
rogated him again with great goodnefs and in an ami¬ 
cable manner : “ Well, and fuppofe we Ihould en- 
“ tirely remit punilhment, what peace would you ob- 
“ ferve with us in that cafe ?” “ A fixed and perpetual 
“ peace,” replied the ambalfadors, “ if the conditions 
“ of it are equitable: uncertain, and of Ihort dura- 
“ tion, if otherwife.” Some Senators were Hill more 
offended at this fecond anfwer, which they confidered as 
a menace, and almoft as a declaration of war': but the 
wifeft and moll judicious thought otherwife of it. They 
reprefented, that the anfwer argued a man of courage, 
jealous of his liberty. “ And indeed,” faid they, “ can 
“ you believe that any people, or even private per- 
“ ion, will voluntarily remain in a condition with 
‘‘ which he is difcontented, and that he will not en- 
“ deavour to extricate himfelf out of it as foon as he 
“ can ? Peace is certain only from thofe who make it 
“ with a good will. No faith is to be expeCled from 
“ a people by thofe who would reduce them into 11a- 

very 
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very.” The Conful fupported this opinion, and A - R - 4* 6 . 
laid loud enough to be heard by thofe who thought in 
a different manner, “ That only thofe who were jea¬ 
lous of their liberty above all things, were worthy of 
becoming Romans.” This opinion prevailed, and the 
freedom of Rome was granted the Privernates. 

A colony was fent this fame year to Anxur, com- 
pofed of three hundred citizens, to each of whom two 
acres of land were diftributed. 


P. PlAUTIUS PrOCULUS. A.R. 417, 

P. Cornelius Scapula. Ant. c. 

3 * 5 * 

Another colony was foon after fent to Fregelte. A 
certain largefs was exercifed this year-for the firft time, 
which became very common afterwards. M. Flavius 
diftributed raw flefh amongft the People ( vifceratio ) 
at his mother’s funeral. This liberality acquired him 
the office of Tribune, to which he was promoted 
though abfent. 

The following year war was declared againft Pate- 
polis. That city was fituated very near Neapolis. 

The inhabitants of thofe two cities, which, properly 
fpeaking, made but one, were originally of Cumae; 
and Cumae derived its origin from Chalcis in Eubcea, 
fome citizens of which, after having firft feized the 
ifles of fEnaria and Pithecufae, removed at length to 
the continent, where they fettled, and became very 
powerful. The city of Patepolis, confiding in its 
own ftrength, and the aid it expefted from the Sam- 
nites, who were but ill difpofed to keep the peace 
with the Romans, and perhaps on the report of a 
plague’s raging at Rome, had committed abundance 
of hoftilities upon the lands of Capua and the Fa- 
lerni. War was declared againft it in form. 

O 


L. Cornelius Lentulus. 
Q^Publilius Philo II. 


A. R. 428. 
Ant. C. 
3 * 4 ‘ 


The two new Confuls divided their forces. Publi- 
Eus was ordered to attack the Greeks, that is to fay 
Vol. II. B b ' Pate- 
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A.R.4.2,3. Palaepolis, and Cornelius to have an eye upon the 
^24 C * Samnites, in order to prevent them from undertaking 
any thing. Upon advice that the latter were certainly 
making preparations of war, and follicited their neigh¬ 
bours to join them, Rome caufed complaints to be 
made to them by her deputies, to which they anfwered 
with an air of haughtinefs and pride, that lufficiently 
argued their thoughts, and for what they were pre¬ 
paring. 

The time for the election of Confuls approached* 
It was not thought proper to fend for either of the 
Confuls attually in office, becaufe their prefence was 
neceffary in their armies. Cornelius was ordered to 
create a Diftator for holding the aiTemblies. He no¬ 
minated M. Claudius Marcellus. The People had 
alfo decreed that Pubiilius, when his Confulfhip ex¬ 
pired, fhould continue the war againft the Greeks in 
quality of Pro-conful, till it was abfolutely terminated. 
The Dictator however did not hold the affemblies, be¬ 
caufe difficulties were ftarted concerning, his creation ^ 
and the Augurs, who were confulted on the occafion, 
declared it vicious. The Tribunes of the People rofe. 
up ftrongly againft this declaration, and rendered it 
much fufpedted, or rather abfolutely ridiculous. “ For 

indeed, 35 faid they, cc how could the Augurs know 
“ that there was any defeat in a creation, which the: 
“ Conful had made in the night according to the 
44 ufual cuftom, with all the neceffary precautions to 
cc prevent the interfering of any obftacle. There 
ct no advice from him upon this head, either to the 
<c Senate, or any private Perfon whatfoever. There- 
“• is not a fingle mortal, who fays he has feen or heard 
“ any thing capable of difturbing or preventing the 
“ aufpices. And do the Augurs then pretend, whilft 
“ they remain quiet here in Rome, to have the pri- 
cc vilege of divining what paffes at diftance in the 
“ camp of the Romans ? Who does not perceive 
<c clearly, that the only defect the Augurs find in the 
“ nomination of Marcellus, is his being a Plebeian ?’* 
Thefe reflexions appear very juft, and unanfwerable. 

The 
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The Augurs however carried it, 'and an interregnum A.R.42S. 
took place, which was fucceeded by thirteen more. 

At lalt C. Poetelius, and L. Papirius Mugillanus were 
elected Confuls. It is under thefe Confuls that Livy 
fays Alexandria was built. 


C. Poetelius IL a. R.4i# 

T _ T, jr . Ant. C. 

L. Papirius Mu&illanus, 313. 


Livy places, but with better foundation, the death l;v - 8, 
of Alexander king of Epirus in the fame year. c ' 24 ‘ 
Though that has no relation to the Roman hiftory; 
however, as that prince made war in Italy, Livy 
thought it merited a place here." 

When the Tarentines prefled him to come to Italy, 
he believed it incumbent upon him to confult the ora¬ 
cle of Dodona, which is faid to have anfwered, that 
he fhould fhun the river Acheron, and the city of Pan- 
dofia, becaufe the Deftinies had decreed, that he fliould 
perifh there. This anfwer made him haften His voy¬ 
age to Italy, in order to remove from Pandofla, a city 
of Epirus, and the river Acheron, which rifes. in the 
country of the Moloffi, and empties itfelf into the 
gulph of Thefprotia: But (as it frequently happens, 
fays Livy, that endeavouring to avoid, we .often hurry 
into our fate) after having defeated the Brutians and 
Lucanians in feveral battles, taken feveral towns from 
them, Tent three hundred perfons of the molt illus¬ 
trious families as hoftages to Epirus, he halted near a 
city, which he did not know was called Pandofla, and 
feized three eminences at fome fmall diftance from 
each other upon the frontiers of Bruttium and Luca- 
nia, in order to ravage from thence the country round 
about. Continual rains having laid it under water, 
and feparated the bodies of his army in fuch a man¬ 
ner, that they were not in condition to aid each other, 
two of thofe bodies were cut in pieces by the enemy, 

\Vho attacked them when they leafl: expedled it, after 
which they turned their whole forces againfl: the king. 

The exiles of Lucania, who ferved in his troops, fent 
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to their countrymen, and promifed to deliver the king 
into their hands dead or alive, upon condition of be¬ 
ing reinftated again at home. In this extreme danger, 
the king had the courage to open himfelf a way through 
the enemy with an handful of followers, and to kill 
the general of the Lucanians, who oppofed him, with 
his own hand. Drawing together his troops who had 
difperfed on all fides in their flight, he arrived on the 
banks of a river, whofe bridge, though it had been 
lately carried away by the violent inundations, ferved 
however to point out the pafiage. As the troops were 
palling this ftream with great difficulty, not knowing 
where it was fordable, a foldier quite exhaufted with 
fatigue, and frozen with fear, cried out: “ Ah, un- 
“ fortunate river! it is with reafon they call thee Ache- 
“ ron.” When the king heard that word, he imme¬ 
diately called to mind the anfwer of the oracle, and 
ftopt Ihort, in doubt whether he fhould pafs the river 
or not. But feeing the Lucanians advancing towards 
him, he drew his fword, and fpurred his horfe into 
the current. He had fcarce entered it, when one of 
the Lucanian exiles wounded him with a javelin, and 
he fell dead. The ftream carried his body towards 
the enemy, who tore it in pieces, and did it a thou- 
fand outrages. In the midft of their fury, a woman 
in great affliction ventured to prefent herfelf to them, 
and allied as a favour, that they would grant her the 
remains of that unfortunate dead body, which would 
ferve her as a means for getting her hufband and chil¬ 
dren out of the hands of the enemy, who kept then), 
prifoners. Her prayers and tears prevailed, and they 
defifted from infulting the body. She paid the laft 
duties to'thofe miferable remains in the city of Con- 
fentia, and put the king’s bones into the hands of the 
enemy, who were at Metapontum, which were carried 
from thence into Epirus to Cleopatra his wile, and 
Olympias his After, of whom the latter was mother, 
and the former After of Alexander the Great. 

The ceremony of the Le&ifternium was celebrated 
sn Rome this year for the fifth time, as it had been for 

t the 
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the third the 391 ft year of Rome. Livy does not 
of the fourth. J23- 

The Confuls who had been eletted after feveral in- Liv. 1. s. 
terregna, caufed war to be declared againft the Sam- c ‘ l6 ‘ 
nites in all the forms, and applied themfelves entirely 
in making the necelfary preparations for its fuccefs. 

They received aid, which they did not expedt: 
this was from the Lucanians and Apulians, ftates 
which had never had any commerce with the Romans 
till then, and who came now of themfelves to offer 
them their troops in the war againft the Samnites. 

Their offer was accepted with joy, and a treaty of al¬ 
liance was concluded with them. 

The Romans took fome cities from the Samnites, 
and ravaged part of their lands. 

They had no lefs fuccefs againft the Greeks. The 
auxiliary troops fent by the Samnites and people of 
Nola to the aid of Palaspolis, committed exceffive 
diforders in that place. This induced the befieged 
to furrender themfelves to the Romans. They did fo 
by the advice and affiftance of two of their principal 
citizens, who having the addrefs to make the Samnites 
quit the city, under pretext of an important enter- 
prize againft the enemy, introduced the Roman troops 
into the place. 

Publilius, after the taking of the city, returned to 
Rome, where he received the honour of a triumph. 

Two lingular diftindtions in thofe days, but which 
became very common afterwards, render that gene¬ 
ral’s command remarkable in hiftory. He was con¬ 
tinued in authority under the title of Pro-conful; 
and triumphed after the expiration of his office as 
Conful. Thefe are two novelties, till then without 
example. 

A new war with other Greeks fituated in a very ib. c. % 7 . 
different region, began at this time to give Rome fome 
perplexity. I defer Ipeaking upon that head, till the 
breaking out of that war in earned:. 

An odious and cruel violence, attempted by a cre¬ 
ditor, againft the fon of his debtor, who had put him- 
B b 3 felf 
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felf into his hands in his father’s ftead, made way for 
a wife inftitution, by which the imprifoning of citi¬ 
zens for debt was prohibited. The eftates only, and 
not the perfons of debtors, were abandoned to credi¬ 
tors. This regulation does not feem to have been 
always exactly obferved, becaufe forty years after, it 
was neccffary to renew it, when the multitude retired 
to Janiculum. 

, L. Furius Camillus, II. 

D. Junius Brutus Sc^eva. 

The firft care of thefe Confuls was to propofe an 
affair of importance, that acquired immediate deci- 
fion, to the Senate. The Veftini had lately joined 
the Samnites, with whom the Romans were adtually 
at war. It was apprehended, that their example, if 
it remained unpunifhed, would become contagious, 
and procure the Samnites more allies. But it was to. 
be feared, in cafe of attacking the Veftini, that the 
neighbouring States might take the alarm, and it was 
almoft certain, that the Marfi, Peligni, and Marru- 
cini, who altogether were not lefs formidable than the 
Samnites, would declare againft Rome. The delibe¬ 
ration was delicate and perplexing. The boldeft 
conduct, though it might feem the leaft prudent, was 
preferred, and war was declared againft the Veftini. 

* The event ftiewed, that there is wifdom fometimes 
in hazarding, and that timorous counfels are not al¬ 
ways the raoft fuccefsful. This war fell by lot to 
Brutus, and that againft the Samnites to Camillus. 
The armies of both took the field, and the care of 
preferving their own country prevented the enemy* 
from joining their troops. 

Camillus, whofe province was the moft important, 

• having been rendered incapable of difcharging the 
functions of it by a confiderable illnefs, had orders 
to declare a Di&ator. He nominated L. Papiriys 

f Eventus docuit, fortes fortunam juvare, J^y. 

Curfor, 
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Curfor, one of the ereateft generals Rome had ever A - R - «»• 
produced, who appointed Ck Fabius Maximus Rul- 321> * 
lianus, mafter of the horfc, a young man of the higheft 
birth, and ftill greater hopes. Thefe two perfons, fo 
well matched one would think, if they were famous 
for the vi&ories they gained during their command, 
were ftill more fo for the difference that arofe between 
them, in which things were carried almoft to the laft 
extre mities, as we lhall foon fee. 

Every thing fucceeded with Brutus on the fide of the 
Veftini. The ravaging of their country reduced them 
againft their will to Come to a battle, wherein they loft 
moft of their troops. It was bloody alfo on the fide of ' 
the Romans, who bought this viftory dear. They pur- 
fued the enemy into their camp, which they foon 
abandoned for the refuge of their cities, moft of which 
were taken. 

As to the Diftator, he was obliged, probably on 
account of fome pretended neceffary ceremonies omit¬ 
ted at firft, to return to Rome to confult the aulpices. 

Upon quitting the army, of which he left the com¬ 
mand to the mafter of the horfe, he exprefsly forbade 
him to fight in his abfence. But Fabius no fooner 
faw him fet out, than he conceived thoughts of form¬ 
ing fome enterprize, and efpecially when he received 
advice of the enemies extreme negligence fince the 
departure of Papirius. Difguft to fee the Diftator aft 
defporically, as if the fuccefs of all tilings depended 
folely upon him, and the favourable occafion which 
he thought he had of fignalizing himfelf by a glorious 
aftion, made him forget the orders he had received 
not to fight. He made hafte to attack the Samnites. 

The fuccefs of the battle could not have been greater, 
if the Diftator had been there in perfon. The gene¬ 
ral and foldiers did their duty perfeftly well, and 
twenty thoufand of the enemy were left upon the 
field. Some authors even faid, as Livy obferves, 
that there were two battles, and that Fabius was vic¬ 
torious in both. He took care to burn the fpoils of 
the enemy, whether he had made a vow to that effeft, 
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A. R. 430. which was common enough, or rather did it to pre- 
vent the Dictator from deriving any honour from them, 
and their ferving to adorn his triumph. 

Immediately after the action, he wrote advice to 
Rome of the victory, and addrefied his letters to the 
Senate and not to the Dictator, thereby fufficiently 
intimating, that he had no thoughts of dividing the 
glory of his fucceffes with him. The whole city was 
in great joy upon this news : only Papirius did not 
fiiare in it, and expreffed nothing but difcontent and 
indignation. He immediately difmifled the Senate, 
which was actually aflembled when this account came, 
and quitted it in the higheft rage •, declaring loudly, 
that the mailer of the horfe had overcome the enemy, 
lefs than the authority-of the diCtatorfhip and military 
difcipline, if his difobedience palled with impunity. 
He immediately fet out for the army, menacing Fa- 
bius in the molt terrible manner. But, notwithstand¬ 
ing all the expedition he made, fome of Fabius’s 
friends got to the camp before him, who flew from 
the city to give him notice, that the Dictator was' 
upon the point of arriving, refolved to proceed with 
the utmoft feverity, and not opening his mouth, ex¬ 
cept in praife of Manlius’s rigour in regard to his fon. 

Fabius, on the firft news of the Dictator’s approach¬ 
ing arrival, inftantly aflembled the foldiers, “ con¬ 
juring them, that if they had not wanted valour to 
defend the commonwealth again!! its formidable ene¬ 
mies, they would have no lefs to fave him, under 
whofe conduit they had gained that glorious victory 
from the tyrannical cruelty of the Dictator.” And 
he endeavoured to make the indignation of Papirius 
pafs for an effect of envy. “ He comes,” faid he, 
“ full of a bafe and malignant jealoufy of the good 
“ fortune and merit, which he fees with regret in 
“ another. He is in defpair, that the commonwealth 
“ has had any advantage in his abfence : and had ra- 
“ ther, if that were poflible, transfer the victory to 
“ the Samnites, than fee it on the fide of the Ro- 
“ mans.” After fome other reflections of the fame 

nature. 
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nature, he added, in order to intereft the whole army ■ 
in his quarrel: “ that themfelves were attacked in his 
perfon. That the Dictator was no lefs incenfed againft 
the officers, and even foldiers, than againft the mafter 
of the horfe. That he intended him as the firft victim 
to his vengeance •, but that it was with the view of ex- 
erciling the fame rigours afterwards againft all the reft: 
and he concluded with faying, That he put his fortune, 
life, and honour into their hands.” They all pro- 
mifed to defend him at the hazard of their lives. 

In the mean time the Dictator arrives, and imme¬ 
diately fummons the aflembly. He caufes Fabius to 
be cited, and afks him, in the firft place, whether it 
were not true, that he had forbade him to fight •, and 
in the fecond, whether he had not fought however. 
He ordered him to anfwer diftinCtly to thofe two quef- 
tions. Fabius would have been at a great lofs to have • 
done fo 5 and accordingly ufed evafions. Sometimes 
he complained of having his judge and accufer in the 
fame perfon. Sometimes he cried out, with a loud 
voice, that he might deprive him of life, but not of 
the honour of an illuftrious victory. He mingled juf- 
tifications with reproaches. But thele loofe, and at 
the fame time, offenfive difcourfes only ferved to irri¬ 
tate the Dictator, who ordered his liCtors to feize the 
mafter of the horfe. Fabius at the fame time called 
upon the foldiers for aid •, and having difengaged him- 
felf from the liCtors, took refuge in the midft of the 
army, who received, and furrounded him. The camp 
was in a dreadful tumult. Here prayers were heard, 
and there menaces. Thofe who were near the Dicta¬ 
tor’s tribunal, fearing to be known, as might eafily 
happen, contented themfelves with conjuring him to • 
pardon the mafter of the horfe, and not to condemn 
the whole army with him. But thofe who were at the 
extremity of the aflembly, and the troops who fur- 
rounded Fabius, vented bold inveCtives aloud againft 
the inflexible cruelty of the Dictator, At length Pa- 
pirius’s lieutenants, who were near his perfon, “ de¬ 
fied him to defer the decifion of that affair, and to take 

time 
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A. R. 430. time to confider of it ferioufly and in cool blood, 
C ' They reprefented to him, that the mailer of the horfe’s 
fault, which proceeded rather from his youth than 
badnefs of difpofition, had been fufficiently puniihed, 
and his vidtory diihonoured. They conjured him not 
to carry things to extremities, and not finally to de¬ 
grade, by an ignominious puniihment, both a young 
man of extraordinary merit, and his 'father a perfon of 
fuch diftinguiilied worth in fo many relpedls, with the 
whole illuftrious houfe of the Fabii.” 

Seeing that thefe motives made no imprefiion upon 
him, they defired him “ to cail his eyes upon that 
multitude juft ready to revolt; obferving at the fame 
time that it did not confift either with his age or wif- 
dom, to augment the rage he faw too much enfiamed 
already, and to furnifh matter for a fedition juft upon 
the point of breaking out: they added, that nobody 
would impute it to Fabius, who was for avoiding the 
puniihment with which he was menaced, but to the 
Didlator, if, blinded by his rage, he exafperated the 
multitude againft him by obftinately perfifting to abate 
them nothing of his rigour. That, to conclude, left 
he might think that they fpoke in that manner meerly 
out of favour to Fabius, they were ready to affirm up-* 
on oath, that they did not think it for the good of the 
Commonwealth in the prefent conjuncture to punilh 
the crime of Fabius.” 

Thefe remonftrances rather enraged Papirius againft 
the lieutenants, than rendered him lefs inflexible in 
refpedt to Fabius. He commanded them to leave his 
tribunal; and then ordered filence to be made. But 
the horrible noife, that continued, prevented either 
himfelf or his officers from being heard. At length 
night, as fometimes happens in battles, feparated the 
adverfaries. 

The mailer of the horfe was ordered to appear the 
next day. But by the advice of his friends, who re¬ 
prefented to him, that the anger of Papirius would 
only be the more violent in effedt of contradiction, he 
fled to Rome in the night; and, by the advice of his 
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father, who had been three times Conful and Dictator , 1 
aflembled the Senate. Whilft he was declaiming a- 
gainft the rigoiir and injuftice of his general, on a 
1'udden the noife of the lidtors removing the crowd 
was heard at the door. It was the Dictator, who 
having been informed of the retreat of the mailer of. 
the horfe, had followed him clofe. 

The quarrel was renewed, and Papirius ordered his 
litftors to feize Fabius.. In vain did the principal per- 
fons of the Senate, and the whole Senate, demand 
grace for him. He perfiiled inflexibly in his refolu- 
tion. M. Fabius, father of the mailer of the horfe, had 
then recourfe to the laft refuge that remained, and ad- 
drefiing hi'mfelf to the Dictator : “ As nothing, faid 
“ he, is capable of moving you, neither the authority 
“ of the Senate, the age of an unfortunate father, 
“ whom you are refolved to deprive of his only con- 
“ folation, the merit and nobility of a mailqr of the 
“ horfe, nominated by yourfelf, nor, lailly, prayers, 
“ which often make the moil obilinate enemies relent, 
“ and difarm the anger of the Gods: I put myfelf 
“ under the protedlion of the Tribunes, and appeal to 
“ the People j and becaufe you will not comply either 
f‘ with the judgment of the army, or that of the Se- 
“ nate, I make the People our judges, who certainly 
“ have more power than your Didlatorihip gives you. 

Let us fee whether you will fubmit to an appeal, 

to which Tullus Hoililius, king of Rome, fub- 
“ mitted.” 

In confequence of this appeal, they removed to the 
Forum. The Dictator afcended the tribunal for ha¬ 
rangues, followed by very few. The Mailer of the 
horie did the fame, accompanied by all the moil illus¬ 
trious perfons of the city. Papirius at firil ordered 
him to go down, and his father following him, faid 
to the Dictator, “ You do us a favour in making us 
“ defcend into a place, where, though we were private 
“ perfons, we could make ourfelves be heard.’* At 
firil-what pahed was not continued difcouries, but 
tumultuous wrangling. At lail the voice of Fabius 

the 
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A. R. 43°- the father, animated by his indignation, furmounted 
c ' the tumult, and made the noife ceafe. He accufed 
322 ' Papirius of pride and cruelty. He quoted himfelf by 
way of example, reprefenting, “ that he had been 
Dictator alfo at Rome, but that he had never treated 
any one whatfoever. Plebeian, officer, or foldier, in- 
jurioufly. That Papirius fought to. acquire a victory 
over a Roman general, as over the chiefs of the enemy. 
What difference was there between the wife modera¬ 
tion of the ancients, and the haughty cruelty, upon 
which people valued themfelves now-a-days! And he 
related on this occafion, the examples of many great 
men, who had fignalized themfelves only by their 
lenity in refpedt to generals, who had failed in their 
duty either againfl themfelves, or the Commonwealth. 
He added, that the Roman people, whofe authority 
is fovereign, had never carried its anger farther againfl: 
thofe, who had loft armies by their temerity and igno¬ 
rance, than by condemning them in fome fine; but 
that none of them had hitherto been punifhed with 
death for having fucceeded ill. That now the rods 
and axes were to be employed againfl: the generals of 
the Roman people, who had obtained glorious vic¬ 
tories, a treatment which could not rightfully have 
been ufed againfl them, even though they had been de¬ 
feated. And was it confident, whilfl the whole city 
was rejoicing and offering facrifices of thankfgiving 
in the temples for the advantages gained by Fabius 
over the enemy, that Fabius himfelf fhould be led to 
execution in the prefence of the people, and in the 
fight of the fame Gods, whom he had not invoked 
in vain, and whofe protection he had experienced in 
the two battles he had fought. What grief would 
that be for the Roman army ! What matter of triumph 
to the enemy !” He vented thefe complaints implor¬ 
ing the aid of Gods and men, and with a flood of 
tears tenderly embraced his fon. 

Fabius had the majefty of the Senate, the favour of 
the People, the protedlion of the Tribunes, and the 
ardent wifhes of the army, on his fide. Papirius, on 
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the contrary, infilled ftrongly upon the authority of 
the fupreme command, confidered till then as facred 
and inviolable, military difcipline, the orders of the 
Dictator always refpefted as oracles, the example of 
Manlius, and paternal tendernefs facrificed to the 
State. He authorized himl'elf alfo by the punifhment 
inflicted by Brutus, founder of the Commonwealth, 
upon his two fons. “ But now, faid he, foft and in- 
“ dulgent fathers, eafy old men, reckon the Dictator's 
“ authority as nothing, and pardon a young man the 
“ fubverlion of military difcipline, as a matter of little 
“ confequence. As for me, I lhall continue fixed in 
« my refolution, and will abate nothing of the juft 
“ feverity of the law, in regard to one who has fought 
“ in contempt at once of my orders and religion, at 
“ a time when the aufpices were doubtful and uncer- 
« tain. It is not in my power to prevent the majefty 
“ of the fupreme command from being violated: but 
“ Papirius will never violate it in any thing by his own 
te aCt. I defire that the Tribunitian power, which is 
“ inviolable, may itfelf not violate, by its oppofition, 
*• the facred rights of that command ; and that the Ro- 
“ man People do not render vile, and deftroy in my 
“ perfon, the authority of the DiCtatorlhip, and the 
“ DiCtatorlhip itfelf. If that be done, notwithftand- 
** ing my remonftrances, pofterity lhall not blame L. 
“ Papirius for it, but the Tribunes and the incon- 
“ fiderate judgment of the People, when military 
“ difcipline being once abolifhed, the private foldier 
“ fhall no longer obey the Centurion, the Centurion 
“ the Tribune, the Tribune the Lieutenant-general, 
“ the Lieutenant-general the Conful, nor the Mafter 
“ of the horfe the Dictator. When neither men nor 
“ Gods lhall be relpeCted any longer; when the or- 
f* ders of the generate, and the aufpices, fhall be 
“ obferved no more ; when the troops lhall difperfe on. 
“ all fides at their pleafure without leave; when, 
“ forgetting the religion of their oaths, and having 
“ no guide but licentioufnefs, they lhall quit the fer- 
** vice at will; when they lhall keep to their colours 
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€C no longer, aflemble no longer when ordered, dif- 
“ tinguifh no longer between day and night, whether 
“ they are in a favourable or difadvantageous poft, and 
“ are to fight with or without the order of their ge- 
“ neral; when they fhall no longer take any care to 
46 follow their colours, or keep their ranks ; in a word, 
“ that the foldiery, inftead of being governed,' as they 
“ always have been, by their oaths and inviolable 
“ cuftoms, fhall become an headlong banditti, with- 
“ out rule and without law : Tribunes of the People, 
“ . will you be refponfibie for thefe enormous diforders 

to all fucceeding times, and take upon your own 
“ heads the horror of all thefe crimes, for the fake of 
“ fupporting Fabius in his difobedience ?” 

Thefe words, pronounced with a fevere tone, and 
an air of majefty, made a terrible imprefiion upon the 
People, each citizen confidering them as fo many curies, 
which he was going to take upon himfelf, in cale he 
ventured to proceed any farther. The Tribunes in 
particular were, fo much confounded, and feized with 
fuch a terror in confequence, that they did not know 
where they were; and began to dread almoft.more 
for themfelves, than for him wliofe defence they had 
undertaken. But the Roman People extricated them 
out of this difficulty, in having recourfe to praying 
and conjuring the Dictator to grant them grace for 
the mafter of the horfe. The Tribunes, following 
the People’s example, united with them in their re- 
queftj whilft Fabius the elder, and young Fabius, 
threw themfelves at the feet of Papirius, imploring 
him with tears to fufter himfelf to be moved. 

The Di&ator then having caufed filence to be made, 
Ipoke as follows. “ I am fatisfied : Military difcipline, 
“ the majefty of the fupreme command, which ran 
“ the rifquethis day of being forever abolifhed, have 
“ at length triumphed. Fabius, who prefumed to 
<c fight contrary to the orders of his general, has not 
66 defended himfelf as innocent, but acknowledged 
“ himfelf guilty. He obtains pardon for his crime by 
“ the prayers of the Roman People and the Tribunes, 

“ who 
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“ who alk life for him as a grace, not as a juftice. A. R. 430 
“ Live then, Fabius, a thoufand times more happy j c * 
“ by the unanimity of your fellow-citizens in intereft- a 
“ ing themfelves for you, than by the viftory which 
“ gave you fo much joy. Live, after having com- 
“ mitted a crime, which your own father would not 
“ have forgiven you, had he been in my place. You 
“ may make your peace with me whenever you pleafe. 

“ But for the Roman People, to whom you are in- 
“ debted for your life, know that the greateft mark 
•“ you can- give them of your gratitude, is to learn 
tc from what has palled'this day, to obey fubmiffively, 

“ as well in peace as war, thofe who have a legitimate 
“ authority over you.” 

Thus ended this great quarrel. The Senate and 
People, full of joy, re-condufted Papirius in a body, 
congratulating both the, Diftator and mailer of the 
horfe with an equal effufion of heart. Every body 
believed, that the military difcipline had been no lels 
enforced by the danger Fabius had ran, than byt he 
cruel punilhment of young Manlius. It however coft 
Fabius his office. The Dictator depofed him, and 
appointed another mailer of the horfe in his Head. 

It does not belong to me to decide upon the con- 
dud of thefe great men, whofe views were fo much 
fuperior, and who knew. how far the good of the 
Commonwealth required, that feverity and lenity, 
ffiould be carried. It cannot be denied, but that, 
military difcipline made ifnecelTary, that. Fabius, who 
had deferved death by his difobedience, ffiould not 
obtain pardon till after having experienced all the. 
danger of punilhment, and that pardon ffiould be 
granted him under the name of a grace and as to a 
criminal. The offer Papirius makes of being recon¬ 
ciled to him when he pleafed, fufficiently argues, that 
he did not aft from paffion. But in my opinion, after 
all that had paffed, which mull have left a deep wound 
in the heart of a young Roman of Fabius’s character, 
a pardon without referve, mingled with fome. exterior 
marks of affection and tendernefs, would have been 

very 
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A.R.+30. very proper, if not to have healed that wound entirely. 
Ant. c. at i ea £p t0 have foftened and abated the fmart of it. 
ilz " The fequel of the hiftory will fhew, that Fabius always 
retained a warm refentment of the affront he had re¬ 
ceived. 

It happened this year, as often as the Dictator re¬ 
moved from the army, that the Samnites put them- 
felves in motion, and feemed defirous to come to a 
battle. But M. Valerius, the lieutenant-general, 
who commanded in the camp, had Fabius’s example 
before his eyes, which made him lefs afraid of the 
enemy’s attacks, than the inexorable anger of the Dic¬ 
tator. For this reafon, when fome foragers had fallen 
into an ambufcade, wherein they were defeated, it was 
believed that the lieutenant would have aided them, if 
the ftridt and terrible orders of the Dictator had not 
prevented him. This circumftance difgufted the troops 
ftill more in refpedt to him, who were already much 
diffatisfied with his inflexible rigour in the cafe of 
Fabius, and his having granted that to the prayers of 
the People, which he had obftinately refufed to them. 

When the Dictator returned to the camp, his arrival 
neither gave much joy to his troops, nor much fear 
to the enemy. The next day, whether the latter were 
ignorant of his return, or did not pay much regard to 
it, they approached the Roman camp in order of bat¬ 
tle. Papirius immediately marched out againft them, 
and fhewed in the battle, of how great confequence the 
merit and ability of a Angle man is fometimes to an 
army. For it was agreed on all hands, that the war 
with the Samnites might have been terminated this 
day with fuccefs, if the troops had fupported their 
general, fo happily had he known how to take all ad¬ 
vantages. But the foldiers were exprefsly wanting in 
their duty, to obfcure the glory of their leader, and 
to prevent him from gaining the vi&ory. The Sam¬ 
nites had moll killed, and the Romans molt wounded. 
The Dictator rightly perceived what had been the 
obftacle to his victory, and that it was neceflary to 
moderate the haughtinefs of his difpofition, and mingle 

mildnefs 
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mildnefs with feverity. With this view, taking his A. R. 430. 
lieutenants along with him, he went to vifit the wound- Ant ' c * 
ed, and putting his head into their tents, alked each of 
them how they did, and gave his lieutenants. Tri¬ 
bunes, and other officers, exprefs orders that they 
fhould want for nothing. He acquitted himfelf with 
fo much dexterity of a care very popular in itfelf, that 
in his endeavours to re-inftate the health of the body, 
he perfe&Iy cured the diforders of the mind, and con¬ 
ciliated their favour in a wonderful manner. This 
victory over himfelf foon procured him one over the 
Samnites. 

When his army was entirely recovered, he attacked 
the enemy with entire affurance, as well in refpect to 
himfelf as the troops, of obtaining the victory. Ac¬ 
cordingly he gave them fo great a defeat, that from 
thenceforth they did not dare to Ihew themfelves any 
more in the field againft him. He afterwards led his 
victorious army into the enemy’s country, wherever 
the hopes of booty invited him, without finding any 
refillance. And what augmented the ardour of the 
foldiers, was his abandoning all the fpoils to them. 

The Samnites, difcouraged by fo many Ioffes, de¬ 
manded peace of the Dictator. After having agreed 
with them, that they fhould give each of his foldiers 
an habit and a year’s pay, he referred them to the 
Senate. The Dictator re-entered Rome in triumph. 

The Samnites could obtain only a truce for a year. 
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ROMAN HISTORY. 


BOOK t.h e NINTH. 


T HIS ninth book contains the hiftory of 
twenty-five years, from the war with the 
Samnites and the defeat of the Romans at the 
Furcas Caudinje, the 431ft year, till the war 
with the Hetrurians the 456th year of Rome. 

SECT. I. 

<pp e Samnites break the truce, and are entirely defeated. 

£They make their fubmiffton, and are refufed peace. 
Pontius, general of the Samnites, rejtores their courage, 
and makes them take arms. He lays an ambufcade for 
the Romans near Caudium : the latter give into it pre¬ 
cipitately. Their army is jhut up between two defiles. 
Pontius rejects the wife advice of Herennius his father. 
The Romans are reduced by neceffity to accept the hard 
conditions impofed on them. Pontius makes them pafs 
under the yoke, after which he difmijfes them, keeping fix 
hundred Knights as hofiages for the obfervance of the 
convention made with the Confuls. Profound dejeblion 
of the foldiers, when they pafs through Capua, and af¬ 
terwards when they enter Rome. The Senate affembles. 
The convention is declared void, by the advice of Pcfiu- 
tnius, who had concluded andfigned it himfelf as Conful. 
tiimfelf, his collegue, and all the officers who had figned 










FABIUS, FULVIUS, Confuls. 387 

the convention , are delivered up to Pontius, who refufes 
to receive them. The Samniles lofe two battles. They 
are made to pafs under the yoke. Luceria is taken, and 
the fix hundred hojlages confined in it refiored to the Ro- 
mans. Pro. fie of Papirius Cur for. 


C. Sulpicius Longus, II. a.r.^i. 

Aulius Cerretanus. 

\X 7 E have feen that the Samnites, after having been 
* * defeated more than once by the Dictator Pa¬ 
pirius Curfor, and reduced by their Ioffes to demand 
peace of the Senate, had been able to obtain only a 
truce for a year, and That they did not keep the whole 
term. As foon as they were apprized, that Papi¬ 
rius, after having nominated C. Sulpicius and 
Aulius Confuls, had abdicated the Di&atorfhip, they 
took up arms again, with no better fuccefs than before. 

They did not dare to face the Roman army, but kept 
themfelves fhut up in their cities. Their country, and 
that of the Apulians, whom they had brought into 
their party, were ravaged, during which they did not 
feem to have any thoughts of defending them. 


Fabius. 
L. Fulvius. 
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The Samnites fhewed more courage the year fol¬ 
lowing, and attacked the Roman army firlt. The 
battle was one of the rudeft and moft obftinate. Vic¬ 
tory was long doubtful : but at laft it declared entirely 
for the Romans, and the Samnites were cut to pieces. 

This defeat, which coft the Samnites their belt 
troops, exceedingly affli&ed the nation. They faid 
loudly in all the * alfemblies, it was no wonder that 
a war undertaken againfl: the faith of treaties, and 
wherein they had the Gods rather than men for ene¬ 
mies, was attended with ill fuccefs. That it was ab- 


* Minime id quidem mirum efTe, li impio bello & contra feedus 
fufeepto infeftioribus merito diis quam hominibus, nihil profpere 
agerent, Liv. 
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A-R 4^^-folutely neceffarv to appeafe the wrath of heaven : that 
Ant. c, t } ie q Ue ft 10 n only was to confider, whether that was 
3 *°* to be done by the blood and death of a fmall number 
of criminals, or by the entire ruin of the People, who 
had no fhare in that prevarication. They went fo far 
as to name the principal authors of the rupture, at the 
head of whom they placed one Brutulus Papius. He 
was a man of great birth, and ftill greater credit, who 
was known to have induced the Samnites more than 
any one elfe to break the truce with the Romans. 
The Praetors, obliged to bring the affair relating to 
him into deliberation, ordained by a decree, “ That 
Brutulus Papius fhould be delivered up to the Ro¬ 
mans ; that all the fpoils and prifoners taken from the 
Romans, fhould be ientwith him to Rome; and that 
fatisfaction fhould be given them for all the grievances 
of which they had fent heralds to Samnium to com¬ 
plain.” The decree was executed, and in confequence 
the body of Brutulus, who had prevented the punifh- 
ment by a voluntary death, was carried to Rome with 
all his fortune. The Roman People would receive 
only the prifoners, and fuch part of the fpoils as were 
claimed by their owners. The deputies of the Sam¬ 
nites returned without having been able to obtain peace. 

I do not know whether the honour of the laft vic¬ 
tory, of which I have juft fpoke, is to be afcribed to 
the Confuls, or to a Dictator, who was nominated this 
year. It is certain, that Aulus Cornelius was Dicta¬ 
tor. But feme authors relate, that he was only creat¬ 
ed to difcharge a function in the Roman games in the 
room of the Praetor, who was very ill at that time; 
which was to give the fignal for the ftarting of the 
chariots. * 


A. R. 433- 
Ant- c. 
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T. Veturius Calvinus II. 
Sp. Postumius Albinus II. 


Liv. 1.9. The return of the Deputies fhould, one would 
'*> 3 - think, occafion a great confternation amongft the 
Samnites : but it produced a quite contrary effect. 
4 Caius 
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Caius Pontius, a perfon of very great military abili- A - R -4n- 
ties, wa<; then their general. His father Herennius A ”*' g _ C ‘ 
paffedfor the wifeft and moft judicious man of his ‘ 
agel Cicero tells us, this laft had been acquainted with 
Architas of Tarentum, a famous philofopher and ma¬ 
thematician, who in a converfation, at which Plato 
* was prefent, proved, that the pleafures of the body 
were the fource of the moft fatal evils to mankind. 

What will be foon faid of this Herennius, will {hew, 
that his reputation for a man of wifdom and counfel 
was not without foundation. 

Pontius, his fon, foon after the return of the De¬ 
puties, called an affembly, to which he fpoke in thefe 
terms. “ Do not believe, Samnites, that your depu- 
“ tation has been vain and ineffectual. It has ex- 
“ piated the crime, which we had committed in break- 
“ ing the treaties, and appeafed the anger of the Gods 
“ juftly provoked. If it be evident, that it was the 
“ will of the Gods to force us by our Ioffes to fa- 
“ tisfy the Romans for the grievances. they had fuf- 
“ fered from us, it is no lefs clear, that it was not 
“ their will, that our fatisfaClion Ihould be received 
“ with fo much haughtinefs and contempt. What 
“ is there more in our power to do either for appeaf- 
“ ing the Gods, or for fatisfying men, than what we 
“ have done? We have returned them all we had 
“ taken from them, and that appertained to us by the 
“ right of war. Not being able to deliver up the 
“ authors of the rupture alive, we have delivered up 
“ their bodies, We have carried their eftates to Rome, 

“ that nothing which belonged to the guilty might 
“ remain amongft us. And could the Romans re- 
quire any thing more of us ? We are willing to take 
“ any people of the earth for arbiters and judges of 
“ the cafe between us. But if there be no protection 
“ in human laws for the weak againft thofe that are 
“ ftrong; we will have recourfe to the Gods, the 

* Plato came to Tarentum in the ConfuHhip of L* Furius and Ap* 

Claudius, the 4.06th year of Rome. 
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« avengers of pride and infolence. You have no oc- 
“ cafion, Samnites, to deliberate upon the choice you 
“ ought to make. The war is juft, when it is necef- 
“ fary 3 and arms lawful, when they are our only re- 
“ fource. * Therefore, as in all human undertakings, 
“ the only queftion is to know, whether the Gods are 
« for or againft us, be aflured that as in all preceding 
“ wars you have rather afled againft the Gods than 
“ againft men, in this which you are going to under- 
“ take, you will have thofe fame Gods for your guides 
“ and protedtors.” 

This difcourfe filled the whole People with hope, 
courage, and ardour. Pontius, to make the belt of 
thofe happy difpofitions, made his troops take the 
field immediately. As he could not with reafon flatter 
himfelf, that the Samnites would be too hard for the 
Roman army by open force, which had always mif- 
carried hitherto, he refolved to employ ftratagem a- 
gainft thofe formidable enemies. He marched with 
as little node as pofiibie to incamp near Caudium, a 
little village between Capua and Beneventum and 
knowing that the Confuls were not far off with their 
army, he difguifed ten of his foldiers like fhepherds, 
gave them flocks to drive in different places, but 
always on the fide towards the Roman camp, and or¬ 
dered all of them to fay in conformity with each other, 
when they fhould be taken and carried to the Confuls, 
as could not fail to happen, that the army of the Sam¬ 
nites was actually befieging Luceria in Apulia, and 
that the place, whofe inhabitants were faithful allies 
of the Romans, was reduced to great extremities. 
This report, which Pontius had before exprefly caufed 
to be fpread, had already reached the carhp of the 
Confuls. The account of the prifoners left no room 
to doubt it, and efpecially as they all agreed in their 
ftory with each qtrier. Ail that Pontius had forefeen, 

* Proinde, cum rerum hnmanarum maximum momentum fit, quam 
propitiis rem, quam adverfis agant diis ; pro certo habere, priora bella 
adverfus deos magis quam homines gefliflc ; hoc, ’quod adht, ducittjs 
ip (is diis gefturos. Li v. 
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happened. The Confuls gave into the fnare, and be- A.r. 433 . 
lieving it neceffary to aid an allied city immediately, A ^ c * 
that was in great danger, they confulted no farther, 
except upon the route they were to take. There were 
two ways thither. The one fafelt, but farther: the 
other Ihort, but dangerous, becaufe it was necelfary 
to pafs two defiles, joined together by a circle of moun¬ 
tains, that left a plain of fufficiently large extent in the 
midlt. The latter was however preferred, becaufe the 
Romans thought they could never arrive foon enough 
at Luceria. They palled the firft defile, but when 
they came to the fecond, they found the entrance bar- 
ricadoed with a great quantity of trunks of trees and 
great Hones, that formed a kind of rampart. • Upon 
calling their eyes upwards they perceived the neigh¬ 
bouring hills entirely covered with the enemy. They 
then returned precipitately in order to regain the other 
opening: but found that alfo barred, and the Samnites 
polled as at the firft. They halted of themfelves, 
feized with an allonilhment and terror, that feemed 
to have deprived them at once of all fenfe and mo¬ 
tion. They looked upon each other, as if each was 
in hopes of finding that counfel and refuge in their 
companion, which they had not in themfelves. 

Afterwards when they faw that the Confuls tents 
were pitching, and that fome foldiers were preparing 
inliruments for breaking ground, and throwing up in- 
trenchments, though they rightly perceived, that their 
utter incapacity of finding any refource, or means for 
defending themfelves, was upon the point of expofing 
their works to the enemy’s laughter; however, not 
to add by their own fault to all the misfortunes with 
which they were overwhelmed, each on his own fide, 
without being exhorted or ordered by any one, applied 
himfelf to fortify the camp along the fide of a brook, 
owning at the fame time not without fhame and grief, 
that all the pains they took were entirely vain; befides 
which the enemy from the tops of the mountains 
rallied them bitterly to that effect. The Confuls 
thought it to no purpofe to alfemble the council of 
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war. The principal officers came'to them of them- 
felves : and the foldiers in throngs at the fame time 
demanded an aid from their generals, which, fays Livy, 
they could hardly hope from the Gods. The council 
palfed in uncertain confufed opinions. Every one 
judged according to his genius and difpofition. Some 
were for endeavouring to force the barricadoes, or to 
climb the mountains. Others reprefented the impof- 
fibility of fucceeding either in the one or the other of 
thofe attempts. Thefe reflexions employed them the 
whole night, without their thinking either of nourilh- 
ment or repofe, and without being able to conclude 
any thing. 

The Sammtes, on their fide, were in no lefs per¬ 
plexity, but of a different kind, not knowing what 
choice they Ihould make, in order to improve fo hap¬ 
py an occafion as the prefentto the utmoft. As they 
could not determine thispointthemfelves, they refolved 
to fend to coniult Herennius Pontius, the general’s 
father, upon it. He was very much advanced in years, 
and had renounced not only ail military, but all other 
affairs and employments whatlbever. However, in a 
body infirm with'age, he retained a lively wit and 
folid judgment. When therefore he was informed, 
that the Romans were ffiut up in the defiles of Cau- 
dium, he anfwered the perion who came from his Ion 
to confult him, that his advice was, to let them all 
depart as foon as pcffible without the leaft hurt. This 
advice was rejebted by every body, and perfons were 
fent to him again to know, whether he had nothing 
better to fay. To this fecond deputation he advifed, 
that they Ihould kill the Romans, and not let a Angle 
man of them efcape. 

Anfwers fo oppofite, which refembled the obfcurity 
of oracles, occafioned great furprize. They appeared 
to feveral, and in particular to the fon ofHerennjus 
(who does not feem very refpeXful on this occafion to 
his father) as marks of the weaknefs of his years. It 
was however refolved, that he Ihould come to the 
camp. The good old man contented, and when he 

was 
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was in the council, adhered to the two opinions he 
had given before, contenting himfelf with adding the 
reafons for them. He laid, “ That in following the 
firft, which feemed the belt to him, they gained the 
eternal amity of a powerful people by a fignal bene¬ 
faction. That if they preferred the fecond, they 
would make the Romans incapable of taking the field 
againft them a great while, and would weaken them 
exceedingly by the lofs of two armies, which it would 
be very difficult for them to retrieve. That there 
was no third choice to make.” “ How,” faid fome- 
body, “ is there no medium ? Can we not give them 
“ their lives, but not till after having impoled fuch 
“ terms upon them, as the right of war admits to pre- 
“ • fcribe the conquered.” “ That is exactly the means,” 
replied Herennius, “ neither to make yourl'elves 
f‘ friends, nor to deliver yourfelves from your ene- 
mies. Let the Romans live after having enraged 
“ them. by ffiame and ignominy: they are a people, 
“ that know not how to lie ftill, even when defeated: 
“ The remembrance of the indignities, which their 
“ prefent neceffity ffiall have reduced them to under- 
u go, will remain eternally engraven in their hearts, 
*.* and will not fuffer them to give themfelves a mo- 
‘‘ ment’s reft, till they have avenged themfelves in a 
diftinguiffied manner, and made themfelves amends 
“ with intereft.” Thefe reafons were not approved, 
and Herennius was reconduCted home. The fequel 
will ffiew how much in the right that old man v/as, 
for reje&ipg the mediums of a falfe and timorous po¬ 
licy, which ufually, whilft it intends, to accommodate 
every thing for the beft, remedies nothing, and fatif- 
fies no body. 

The Romans during this interval, had made feve- 
ral ineffectual attempts to break their prifon, if we 
may ufe that expreffion. At length conquered by 
neceffity, and beginning to be in want of every thing, 
they lent deputies to Pontius, to demand either an 
honourable peace, or a battle. Pontius replied haugh¬ 
tily, “ That the war was at an end ; and that fince, 
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A. R. 433. though conquered and fhnt up on all Tides as they 
were > they did not yet know how either to underftand 
or confefs their defeat, he would declare to them the 
conditions, upon- which he lhould not be averfe to 
treating with them : That they fhould all pafs under 
the yoke without arms, each of them only with one 
* habit. That in other refpects all things lhould be 
equal between the victors and the vanquilhed. That 
the Romans lhould oblige themfelves to draw off their 
armies and colonies from the country of the Samnites; 
and that the two States lhould live according to their 
own laws, independent of each other.” 

When this anfwer was carried back to the Roman 
camp, it occafioned as heavy lamentation, and as 
lively grief, as if fentence of immediate death had 
been palled upon the army. A mournful filence long 
took place in the council, and the Confuls did not 
dare to open their lips, lhocked on ■ one fide by the 
lhame of accepting fuch a treaty, and on the other 
by the abfolute neceffity of fubmitting to it. At 
length L. Lentulus, the moll confiderable of the ge¬ 
neral officers, took upon him to fpeak, and gave his 
opinion in the following terms. “ Confuls, I have 
“ often heard my father fay, that when the Senate, 
“ belieged by the Gauls in the Capitol, deliberated 
“ upon the choice they had to make, he was the only 
“ one who was againft ranfoming the city with money, 
“ becaufe the enemy had not Ihut them up within 
“ the fofses and intrenchments, and they could make 
“ a fally, not indeed without great danger, but how- 
“ ever without certain deftruffcion. If the cafe were 
“ the fame now with us, and we could in any manner 
“ whatfoever come to blows with the enemy, I lhould 
“ be the firft to propofe my father’s generality to our 
** example. I know that it is glorious to die for 
“ one’s country, and am ready either to devote my- 
“ felf to death for the Roman People and our legi- 

* This expreflion, which often recurs in hiftory, fignifies, that the 
folctiers were allowed to keep only their undermoft garment, almoft 
as if one fhoula fay amongft the moderns, only their Ihirts, 
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“ ons, or to throw myfelf into the midft of the ene- A.r. 4 33 - 
“ my’s battalions. But I lee here our whole country j Ant ' C ’ 
“ I fee all our troops : and unlefs they defire to pe- 319 " 

“ rilh for themfelves, what can they fave by their 
“ deaths ? The walls, fays fomebody, the houfes of 
“ Rome, and that weak and timorous multitude, 

“ which inhabit them ? On the contrary, to cut off 
“ this army is delivering up the reft to the enemy, 

“ and not faving it. All the refources, all the force 
“ of the Roman people are here. In faving thefe 
“ troops, we fave our country: in expofing them to 
“ certain death, we abandon and betray it. But, fays 
“ fomebody again, it is great lhame, great ignominy, 

“ to furrender in this manner without giving battle. 

“ I grant it is fo. But our country ought to be dear 
“ enough to be preferred, not only to the prefervation 
“ of our lives, but even to that of our honour, if 
“ there be occafion to make it that facrifice. Let us 
“ not therefore refufe ourfelves to this difgrace, how 
“ great foever it may be, and let us fubmit to necef- 
“ fity, over which not the Gods themfelves have 
“ power. Go, Confuls, go to the enemy j and fince 
“ it muff be fo, deliver up our arms, to ranfom at 
“ that price our country, which our anceftors ranfom- 
“ ed at the price of gold.”. 

It was abfolutely neceffary to take this counfel. 

The Confuls went to the camp of the Samnites to 
conclude the negociation. Pontius infifted upon a 
treaty': but it was reprefented to him, that in order ' 
to that, the authority of the Roman People and Senate 
was neceffary : and he was fo imprudent and void of 
caution, as to content himfelf with the bare p'romife 
of the Confuls and principal officers of the army, to 
obferve, and caufe to be obferved, the articles they 
had agreed upon. The only precaution he took, was 
to have fix hundred hoftages, of the principal perfons 
of the Roman youth, put into his hands, who were 
to anfwer with their heads for the obfervance of the 
conditions juft ftipulated. There was no formal 

■t treaty 
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A.R.433. treaty at Caudium: which the fequel makes an inv 
portant remark. 

The Confuls returned to the camp, where their ar¬ 
rival renewed the univerfal grief and defpair. The 
foldiers could fcarce refrain from laying violent hands 
upon unworthy generals, whofe rafhnefs had brought 
them into that unfortunate place, and whofe abjedt 
fear was upon the point of making them quit it in a 
more fliameful manner than they had come thither: who 
had neither thought of taking guides, nor viewing 
the country, but marching headlong, like brute beafts, 
had precipitated themfelves and their armies into the 
fnare. They beheld each other with mournful looks, 
whilft their thoughts were employed upon the arms 
they were going to deliver up, their hands upon the 
point of being difarmed, and their bodies at the dif- 
cretion of the enemy. They formed to themfelves 
the idea of the lhameful yoke under which they were 
to pafs, the infults and contemptuous looks of the 
vidtors, and the lines of armed enemies through which 
they were to pafs : afterwards their deplorable march 
through the allied cities, who would be witneffes of 
their infamy: and lafcly, their fad return into their 
country, whither themfelves and their anceftors had 
fo often returned in triumph. They reprefented to 
themfelves, that no misfortune ever equalled theirs: 
that they were the only troops who were ever conquer¬ 
ed without wounds, without battle, without refiltance: 
that they had not fo much as been allowed to draw 
their fwords, and to come to blows with the enemy : 
that it was to no purpofe they had arms, ftrength, va¬ 
lour, of which they had not room to make the leaft 
ufe. , . 

Whilft they were making thefe fad reflections, ar¬ 
rived the fatal hour, in which they were to experi¬ 
ence their misfortunes in all their extent,- and to be 
convinced, that the reality ftill exceeded all they had 
imagined of them. At firft they were made to quit 
their intrenchments without arms, and each with only 

a fin- 
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a fingle habit. The fix hundred hoftages were deli- 
vered to the Samnites, and conduced to prifon. The j # ‘ 
Lidtors were afterwards ordered to quit the Confuls, 
who at the fame time were ftripped of the ornaments 
of their dignity. At that fight, the fentiments of the 
Roman foldiers were fo much changed in refpedt to 
their generals, that, inftead of having them in exe¬ 
cration as a little before, and almoft defiring that they 
might be delivered up to the enemy or torn in pieces, 
they were now moved with the moll tender compaf- 
fion for them, and forgetting their own evils, turned, 
away their eyes, to avoid feeing the mournful fight of 
the Confular dignity fo difhonoured in their perfons. 

The Confuls almoft half naked, paffed firft under the 
yoke: then the principal officers, each according to 
his rank in the army : and laftly, the legions one af¬ 
ter another. The Samnites were under arms, drawn 
up in two lines on each fide, and loading the unhappy 
Romans with reproaches and infults. They often put 
even their naked fwords to their faces, and wounded, 
and killed fome of them, at whom they took offence, 
on obferving in them too much loftinefs and refent- 
ment of the ignominy impofed on them. 

They quitted the defile, after having paffed under 
the yoke, and what was ftill more mortifying to them, 
the having done fo - in the fight of the enemy. At 
that moment, though they imagined themfelves like 
men, who from darknefs and dungeons begin to fee 
the light of heaven, that very light however, which 
difcovered the ignominious march of their army, ap¬ 
peared more mournful than the moft cruel death. They 
might have reached Capua before night, which was an 
allied city. But fufpedting the fidelity of the Campa¬ 
nians, and in effedt of ffiame, they chofe rather to lie 
down upon the earth on the way near the city, in ab- 
folute want of all things. 

When the Campanians were informed of this, a juft 
fenfe of compaffion for their allies and benefactors 
prevailed over their natural pride. They immediately 
fent Lidtors and fafces, with the other marks of their 

dig- 
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A.R. 433. dignity to the Confab; and to the legions, arms, 
A 3i9. C ' horfes, habits, and provifions. When the Romans 
came to the city, the Senate and People of Capua 
came out to meet them, and difcharged all the duties 
to them of hofpitality and alliance. But neither their 
careffes, all the proofs of amity which they gave them, 
nor the terms of confolation which they ufed, could 
induce them either to anfwcr, raife their eyes from the 
ground, or fo much as look upon thofe who endea¬ 
voured to mitigate their anguifh. Sorrow, and 
fhame ftill more, made them Ihun all company and 
converfation. 

The next day they fet out for Rome, and the Cam¬ 
panians fent fome youth of quality to attend them as 
far as the confines of their territory. When thofe 
young perfons returned, they were brought to the Se¬ 
nate, and upon being afked in what condition they 
had left the Romans, they anfwered, “ That they 
feemed much more fad and dejedted than before : 
that they marched in filence and almoft like mutes : 
that the Roman fpirit was no longer to be feen in 
them ; and that they feemed to have loft their cou¬ 
rage with their arms : that they returned falutes to no 
body, and made no anfwer to the civilities fihewn 
them : that ftruck with terror, not one of them dared 
to open his lips, as if they ftill carried upon their 
heads the yoke under which they had paffed. That 
the Samnites had not only obtained a glorious vidtory, 
but had conquered the Romans for ever, as they had 
taken and fubjedted, not their city, as the Gauls did 
formerly, but their valour and haughtinefs, a much 
greater and more arduous conqueft.” 

Upon this report, the Senators of Capua, like good 
and faithful allies, deplored the fate of the Romans, 
whom they confidered as irretrievably ruined when 
Ofilius Calavius, one of the principal perfons of their 
body, a perfon illuftrious for his birth and great ac¬ 
tions, and venerable for his age, faid, he was of a very 
different opinion, and fpoke as follows. “ That the 
obftinate filence, downcaft eyes, obftinate refufal to 

receive 
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receive any confolation, and lively fenfe of fhame, 
which made them defire to hide themfelves from the j,j. 
day, and fliun the light, were only fo many marks of 
the violent rage they retained at heart, and which was 
preparing to vent itfelf in the moft dreadful venge¬ 
ance. That, either he had no knowledge of the Ro¬ 
mans, or that gloomy filence would undoubtedly foon 
coft the Samnites, the. moft lamentable cries and 
groans, and that the remembrance of the Furcae Cau- 
dinse would be more mournful to the vidtors than the 
vanquilhed. That wherever they met, the two States 
would bring with them to battle their whole force 
and courage : but that the Samnites would not find 
the defiles of Caudium every where.” 

During this interval the report of what had pall at 
Caudium, had reached Rome. They had been ap¬ 
prized at firft of the extreme danger of the army un¬ 
happily fhut in between two defiles, and had inftantlv 
began to levy troops. Soon after arrived the news of 
the fhameful peace that had been concluded, the con- 
fternation was exceedingly great. A flop was put to 
the levies : and people put on all the marks of pub- 
lick mourning, as was the cuftom in great calamities. 

The fhops were fhut, and the adminiftration of juftice 
fufpended. To fay all in a word, the city was almoft 
in greater grief than the army itfelf. It was not only 
incenfed againfb the generals, and the authors and ra- 
tifiers of that ignominious peace, but even againft the 
innocent foldiers •, fo that it was almoft ready to for¬ 
bid them entering the city. But the condition in 
which they arrived, the fight of that deplorable army, 
capable of touching the moft enraged with'compaf- 
fon, ftifled all refentment. They entered in the even¬ 
ing, not like people, who having contrary to their 
hopes efcaped great danger, revifit their country, but 
with all the dejeflion and confternation of prifoners of 
war, carried by their conquerors into an enemy’s city. 

They all immediately went to hide themfelves in their 
own houfes; fo that the next, and the following days, 
not one of them appeared in the Forum, or even any 
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where in public. The Confuls themfelves exercifed 
their office no farther, than only, by the order of the 
Senate, to declare a Dictator, in order to proceed to 
the ele&ion of new Confuls. After the creation of a 
Didtator, and an interregnum, L. Papirius Curfor and 
Q. Publilius Philo were given them for fuccelfors. 
They were unanimoufly eledted as indifputably the two 
greateft generals Rome had at that time. 

L. Papirius Cursor. 

Publilius Philo. 

They entered upon office the fame day they were 
created, and began the exercife of it by bringing the 
important affair of the peace of Caudium upon the 
carpet. Poftumius, Conful of the preceding year, 
being to give his opinion firft, did fo in the moft ge¬ 
nerous manner poffible. He fhewed, “ that the Se¬ 
nate and people of Rome were not obliged to obferve 
articles concluded without their confent with the Sam- 
nites. That it was an inconteftable principle, that 
neither the Confuls, nor any other magiftrate, could 
conclude a treaty with the enemy, without being im- 
powered to do fo by the Senate and People. That 
otherwife it would follow, if they had promifed the 
Roman people ffiould abandon Rome, that they fhould 
no longer have either laws, magiftrates, or Senate, and 
that from thenceforth they fhould be governed by 
Kings the commonwealth would be bound by fuch 
promifes. For, added he, the rigor and indignity of 
the conditions, to which one fubmits, does not leffen 
the obligation to perform them. That it was not ne- 
ceffary to ark him, wherefore then he had confented 
to that treaty. * That nothing had paffed at Cau¬ 
dium according to the ufual rules of human prudence, 
and that it was evident the Gods had blinded the ge¬ 
nerals of both people. That, to fpealc only of the 
Samnites, they might, inftead of confulting old He- 

t 

• Nihil ad Caudium humanis confiliis geftum eft. Dii immortales 
& veftris & hoftium imperatoribus merttern ademerunt. ,Liv. 
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rennius, have fent deputies to Rome, to negotiate a 43** 
peace with the Senate and People; that it was a jour- 1 ^‘ 3< ' 
ney of three days: bur that the Gods had deprived 
both fades in this affair of the ufe of fenfe and reafon. 

He concluded that this pretended treaty held only 
thofe, who had made themfelves the guarantees, of it, an 
the head of whom he Was. That it was neceflary 
therefore to deliver them all up to the Samnites, in 
confequence of which the Roman people might with 
fbrift juftice, refume their arms.” And laft of ail, 
he addrefied a prayer full of the molt heroick fenti- 
ments to the Gods. u Immortal Gods,” laid he, 
ic if it was your will, that Sp. Poftumius and F. Ve- 
‘‘ turius Ihould not make war with the Samnites fuc- 
“ cefsfully during their Confullhip, at lead: be fatif- 
“ fied with having feen us contradt an infamous eq- 
“ gagement, and in confequence pafs lhamefully un- 
“ der the yoke ; with having feen us adtually deli- 
“ vered up to the enemy like criminals, naked and 
“ in chains; and receiving their whole vengeance on 
“ our heads. Grant that the new Confuls and Ro- 
“ man Legions may fight againft the Samnites with 
“ the fame fuccefs, as the Confuls our predecefiors 
“ have always had in all other wars.” 

The whole Senate admired Poltumius’s difcourfe, 
and followed his advice in every particular. Two 
magiftrates were however of a contrary opinion. 

They were of the number of thofe who had figned 
the peace at Gaudium; and after their return to 
Rome, had been created Tribunes of the People. 

In that quality they were for oppofing the decree of 
the Senate, pretending, that to follow Poftumius’s 
advice, was repugnant to juftice and the faith of trea¬ 
ties ; and after all, as to what related to themfelves 
in particular, as their perfons were facred, they would 
not be delivered up to the enemy. “ Let us, how- 
“ ever, us the profane,” refumed Poftumius, " be de- 
“ livered up. Afterwards, Fathers, you may deliver 
“ up thefe venerable men, thefe facred perfonages, 

“ when the term of their magistracy is expired. But, 
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if you will take my opinion, before they are put 
“ into the hands of the Samnites, you will do well 
“ to have them fcourged well with rods here, by way 
“ of making them pay intereft for the delay.” He 
then refuted at large the infinuations of thofe Tri¬ 
bunes, who at. length complied with his advice, and 
fubmitted to the will of the Senate. 

The decree, which was pafled with unanimous con- 
fent, diffufed a kind of joy and ferenity throughout 
the city. Nothing was talked of but Poftumius: 
every body gave him the higheft praifes, and com¬ 
pared his generofity to that of Decius, who had de¬ 
voted himfelf for his country. They faid, “ that by 
his falutary counfel, and greatnefs of foul, he had dip- 
engaged Rome from the obligation. of a fhameful 
peace ; and that in giving himfelf up to torments and 
the fury of the enemy, he had expiated and ap- 
peafed that of the Gods againft the Romans.” They 
breathed nothing now but war and arms. Every one 
wifhed the day for coming to blows with the Samnites 
might foon arrive. The levies were made with incre¬ 
dible expedition in a city animated with hatred againft 
the Samnites, and an ardent defire of revenge. They 
were new-raifed legions (for at the end of every cam-' 
paign in thofe days all the troops were dilbanded) 
but they confifted of the fame foldiers, who had ferved 
the year before. The army fet out immediately and 
marched for Caudium. 

Before they arrived there, all who had figned the 
treaty, were delivered up to the General of the Sam¬ 
nites by an herald j Fecialis: (that is, a prieft of the 
college that prefided in the ceremonies ufed in decla¬ 
rations of war, and treaties of peace.) On this oc- 
cafion, Poftumius did an adtion, which, in a right 
acceptation, ought to pafs for a grimace unworthy of 
his gravity, and which Ihews, how much even the 
purfeft ideas of the pagan world concerning religion 
were blended with fuperftition and abfurdity. He 
went up to the Fecialis, and gave him as hard a blow 
as he could with his knee (for his hands',were bound) 

• adding. 
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adding, that he (Poftumius) was now a Samnite • that 
the herald was an ambaffador; that therefore the law 
of nations had been violated by the blow, which the 
Fecialis had juft received; and that the Romans would 
have the more legitimate caufe for making war in ef- 
feft of it. What puerility was this ! 

Pontius refufed to receive thofe delivered up to him. 
He bitterly reproached the Romans with their impi¬ 
ous contempt of the fanftity of oaths and treaties, 
whilft they * boafted themfelves the religious obfervers 
of them, and were at bottom only attentive to cover 
their breach of faith with the veil and under the ap¬ 
pearance of equity. “ How ! faid he, in confequence 
“ of our mutual convention you have all your citi- 
“ zens, whom I could have deftroyed, and have re- 
“ ftored to you: And am I not to have the peace 
“ ftipulated with you, which was to have been the 
ec fruit of it ? If the treaty of Caudium difpleafes you, 
“ place things in the fame ftate they were before it 
“ was concluded. To aft as the Romans now do, is 
“ to infult the Gods, and to reckon their anger as 
“ nothing. But I miftake. You may boldly make 
“ war, and be affured of their protection, fince Pof- 
“ tumius has given your ambaffador a blow with his 
“ knee. The Gods no doubt will believe Poftumius 
“ a Samnite and not a Roman ; that a Samnite has 
cc violated the law of nations; and that in confe- 
“ quence you may with juftice make war againft us. 
“ -f Is it poffible that old men, confular perfons, fhould 
ct not be afhamed to make a jeft of religion by fuch 
“ little tricks, and to employ, in order to find a pre- 
“ tence for breaking their faith, afts and evaficns 
“ fcarce worthy of children ?” Pontius afterwards 
ordered the chains and bands to be taken off all the 
Romans delivered up to him, and that they fhould 

* Nunquam ne caufa defiet, cur vi&i pa&o non Hetis ?--Et Tem¬ 

per aliquam fraudi juris fpeciem imponitis. Liv. 

f Haec ludibria .religionum non pudere in lucem proferre, & vix. 
pueris dignas ambages fenes ac confulares fallendae fidei exquirere. 

Liv. 
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A.R.43+- be left at entire liberty. * They returned, fays Livy, 
An * g C- having perhaps difcharged the publick faith, but 
31 ’ certainly clear of the engagements themfelves had 
entered into. 

Livy, however jealous he is of the glory and repu¬ 
tation of the Romans, dares not affirm, that they were 
in the right not to execute the treaty of Caudium •, and 
he feems fenfible that there is fomething in their con¬ 
duct not entirely conformable to that ftrifi: juftice and 
faith, upon which they valued themfelves. It mud 
however be owned, the reafons that Hiftorian puts 
into the mouth of Poftumius, are very folid and con¬ 
vincing •, and- that a treaty, concluded without the au¬ 
thority of the Senate and People, was void and of no 
force in itfelf. We have in our Hiftory of France," 
an example much like the cafe before us. The Swifs 
having befieged Dijon about the end of the reign of 
Lewis XII. Monf. de la Tremouille, who command' 
ea in the place, defended it bravely during fix weeks. 
But finding that the place could not hold out, and 
that the viftors after the taking of Dijon would have 
nothing to prevent them from marching to Paris, he 
entered into a negociation with them upon his own 
private authority, and granted them all they demand¬ 
ed. The Swifs retired in effeft. But the King did 
not think himfelf obliged to obferve a treaty, which 
had been made without his order: and nobody ac- 
cufed the good King Lewis XII. of breach of faith 
on that account. 

We muft obferve that -f- the convention made at 
Caudium was not a treaty, but only the promife of 
a treaty, in cafe the Roman people fhould come into 
it. And it was for this reafon, that the Samnites 
took fo many precautions, in caufing it to be figned 
by the Confuls and all the great officers of the army, 
and keeping fix hundred hoftages. But could they 
imagine, that the Roman people would ever ratify 


* Et illi quidem, forfitan & publica, fua certe liberata fide, ab Cau- 
<Jio in caftra Romana inviolati redierunt. Liv. 

f Non fcedere pax Caudina,, fed per fponfionem fa&a eft* Liv. 
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l'uch a convention ? It was obferved with reaibn, thatA.R.434. 
there was nothing human in what pafTed at Caudium, An *j c ’' 
and that the divinity blinded the generals on both 
fides, and deprived them of all prudence, to punifh 
the faults committed alfo on both fides. The Sam- 
nites had broke the truce : *'they acknowledged them- 
felves, that their defeat was the chaftifement of their 
perfidy. They make entire fatisfaftion for it to the 
Romans, which the latter rejeCt with pride and haugh- 
tinefs. The Romans are punilhed in their turn by all 
that happens at Caudium. So compleat an advantage 
makes the Samnites proud, and at the fame time 
blinds them. They reject the counfels of the wifeft 
man amongft them with contempt. They never once 
think of fending deputies to Rome, to have the treaty 
ratified there, and by thefe faults lofe the advantage 
of their victory. If we examine the events of moft 
wars, we difcern the fame conduct of Providence in. 
them. It is a reproach to us, that the Pagans are 
more enlightened and religious than we on this article. 

Their great principle was, that, in wars, and ge¬ 
nerally in all the actions of life, the important- point 
is to place the divinity on our fide, in the juftice of 
our caufe. Rerum humanarum maximum momentum eft, 
quam propitiis rem, quam adverjis agant diis. 

When the Samnites, inftead of a peace which had L - j 
rendered them fo haughty, faw the war ready to break c . Vz—25. 
out more terribly than ever, they reprefented to them- 
felves all the evils they were going to fuftain, and per¬ 
ceived too late, the irretrievable fault they had com¬ 
mitted, in rejecting the wife counfels of Herennius. 

Thefe reflections were not of a nature to augment their 
courage. They , reckoned themfelves conquered, as 
foon as attacked; whereas the Romans afliired them¬ 
felves of victory, as foon as they could come to blows 
with the enemy. 

* Minime id quidem mirum, fi impio bello, Sc contra fcedus fuf- 
cepto, infeflioribus merit© diis quam hominibus, nihil profpere age- 
rent, Liv. 
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A* R - 454- In the interval fince the convention of Caudium, 
3J ' Si ' Luceria had fallen into the hands of the Samnites, 
who had ftiut up the fix hundred Roman knights in it, 
given them as hoftages. They foon after took Fregelke 
a Roman colony, and it was believed, that the peo¬ 
ple of. .Satricum had afffted them in that expedi¬ 
tion. 

The Roman Confuls having agreed between them- 
felves upon their provinces, Papirius made his troops 
advance into Apulia towards Luceria, and Publilius 
led his into the country of the Samnites, againft thofe 
who had been employed at Caudium. This difpofi- 
tion of the Roman troops perplexed the Samnites. 
They were afraid to march towards Luceria, left the 
enemy ftiould attack them in the rear ; and to remain 
in Samnium, left Luceria ftiould be taken in the 
mean while. They therefore refolved to offer Publi¬ 
lius battle, and accordingly drew up to attack him. 

The Conful, on his fide, made the troops advance. 
He would have harangued them before the battle, in 
order to prepare them for it; but they would not give 

♦ him time : the remembrance of their paft difgrace 

being the ftrongeft and moil cogent of exhortations to 
them. The- foldiers accordingly marched on to bat¬ 
tle, puffing their ftandard-bearers forward ; and not 
to lofe time, threw down their javelins, as if by con- 
fent, and ran fword in hand upon the enemy. The 
care and orders of the general to poll and make them 
keep their ranks, were entirely ineffeftual: the ardor 
of the foldiers did every thing. The Samnites in 
confequence could not fuftain fo rude a ffock. They 
were not only put into diforder, but dared • not even 
retire to their camp, through fear of retarding their 
flight, and they difperfed on all fides into Apulia. 
Soon after however re-uniting in a body, they arrived 
at Luceria. As to the Romans, they entered the 
camp with the fame fury, as they had broke the ene¬ 
my’s battalions, where they made a greater daughter 
than in the battle itfelf. Their rage made them fpoil 
the greateft part of their plunder. 
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The other army, under the command of Papirius, 1 
was arrived at the city of Arpi, having- found every 
thing favourable and quiet on their way, lefs through 
conlideration for the Romans, than hatred for the 
Samnites, who oppreffed the whole country. For the 
Samnites divided into different villages, inhabited the 
mountains, from whence they came down and ravaged 
all the fiat country : and if that country, fituate be¬ 
tween Rome and Arpi, had continued faithful to the 
Samnites, one of two things would have happened; 
either the Romans could not have penetrated into 
Apulia •, or if they had forced their way thither, they 
could not have avoided perifhing, becaufe their pro- 
vifions would have been cut off, and all their con¬ 
voys intercepted. And however, notwithfcanding all 
the facility of the inhabitants of the country, when 
they were before Luceria, befiegers as they were, they 
almofl fuffered as much from famine, as the befieged. 
Provifions came to the Romans from Arpi, but in very 
fmall quantities. As to the befieged, before the arri¬ 
val of the Conful Publilius, they had received provk 
fions and troops. But after the two Roman armies 
joined each ether, they were much more diflreffed ; 
becaufe Publilius, leaving the care of the fiege to his 
collegec, kept the country, and prevented any pro¬ 
vifions from entering the place ; fo that it could not 
hold out long againft the famine. The Samnites en¬ 
camped near Luceria, having drawn all their troops 
together, refolved to come to an adtion with Papi¬ 
rius. 

Whilft both fides were preparing for a battle ar¬ 
rived Deputies from Tarentum, fignifying to the Sam¬ 
nites and Romans, that they fhould defifl from all 
afts of hoftility, and protefting, that they would de¬ 
clare againft that of the two people who fhould refufe 
to comply. Papirius after having heard their propo- 
fal, replied, as if it had made fome impreffion upon 
him, that he would confuk his collegue about it. Ac¬ 
cordingly he made him advance with his troops,, and 
having made all the neceffary difpofttions for the bat- 
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A.R. 434. tie, whilft they affe&ed to be in deliberation with each 
A 3is. C other upon a matter wherein they had entirely taken 
their relolution, he gave the fignal. The Deputies 
in a great furprize, repaired to them, demanding their 
anfwer. “We have that of the Gods,” fays Papi- 
rius : “ the aufpiees are favourable, and our lacrifices 
“ accepted : it is under their guidance and according 
“ to the order of them, that we are now marching to 
“ give battle.” He then made his troops move ; 
piftly reproaching the fenfelefs pride of a State, which 
though it could neither give order to its own affairs, 
nor pacify its domeftick troubles, took upon it to 
give others the law with an air of command and fu- 
periority. The Samnites, who did not exped to fight, 
declared with a loud voice, that they accepted the 
propofal of the Tarentines, and would not come to a 
battle. The Confuls in the mean time advanced con¬ 
tinually, and dividing their troops attacked the camp 
on all fides. Some filled the foifes, others pulled up 
the palifades. Animated with a defire of vengeance, 
and of wafning out the ftain they had received in the 
blood of the Samnites, they entered the camp with 
the utmoft fury, and put all they met to the fword. 
'Nothing would have efcaped their rage, if the Confuls 
by repeated orders mingled with menaces, had not 
forced them to quit the enemy’s camp. As they did 
not fuffer themfelves to be prevented from fatiating 
their revenge without great reluctance and murmur¬ 
ing, the Confuls thought it neceffary to give them an 
account of their conduct. They reprefented to them : 
“ That they did not give place to themfelves in ha¬ 
tred for the Samnites, and that they would not have 
fet bounds to the juft fury of the foldiers, if the re¬ 
membrance of the fix hundred knights detained as 
hoftages ip Luceria, had not obliged them to it, 
through fear left the Samnites, if reduced to deipair, 
ihould put them all to death, before they perifhed 
themfelves.” The foldiers approved thefe reafons. 
Their complaints were changed into praifes and thanks 
for having put a flop to their rage. They confefled 
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that there was nothing they ought not to fuffer rather A.R.434. 
than abandon fo eftimable a part of the Roman youth 
to deftru&ion. 

The Confuls then feparated. Publilius over-ran 
Apulia, and fubjecfted feveral States, fome by force, 
and others by receiving them into alliance of the Ro¬ 
man People. Papirius remained before Luceria, and 
cutting off all convoys from Samnium, foon reduced 
it to capitulate. The garrifon fent Deputies to the 
Conful, to demand that he. would raife the fiege after 
the fix hundred Roman knights, who were the caufe 
of the war, fhould be delivered up to him. He a- 
greed to it upon the following conditions : That the 
arms, baggage, carriage-beafts, and the whole mul¬ 
titude incapable of bearing arms, fhould be left in the 
city •, that the foldiers fhould quit it each only in a 
fingle habit, and that they Ihould all pafs under the 
yoke, a treatment which they had been the farft to 
make the Romans fuffer. All thefe conditions were 
accepted. Seven thoufand foldiers pafied under the 
yoke. The plunder was very confiderable. All the 
enfigns and arms, that had been loft at Caudium were 
retaken; and what occafioned the moft fenfible joy, 
the fix hundred knights kept at Luceria were recover¬ 
ed. In all the hiftory of the Roman People, there 
fcarce occurs a more glorious viftory, or one more re¬ 
markable for a fudden reverfe of fortune, efpecially if 
it be true, as fome Hiftorians have obferved, that 
Pontius, the general of the Samnites, pafled alfo under 
the yoke. The Confuls returned to Rome in triumph, 
and were received there with great joy. 

There is, however, fome uncertainty in refpedt to a 
year fo gloripus for the Romans. It is doubted, 
whether it was by the Confuls, or by a Dictator, ex- 
prefsly nominated for this war, that it was fo happily 
terminated. It is to be believed, that Livy judged 
the opinion he has followed in his account of it the 
pioft probable. 
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A,K, W j, L. Papirius Cursor, III. 

Ant. c. Q. Aulius Ceretanus, II. 

317. 

j The Confuls divided their troops. The one march- 
c , ,'$/ 9 ' ed into Apulia, where he conquered the Ferentani, and 
took their city. The other marched againft Satricum. 
This was a Roman colony, which, after the affair of 
Caudium, had received a garrifon from the Samnites. 
It was retaken by the Romans, and treated with feve- 
rity. The moil criminal loft their lives, and all the 
inhabitants were difarmed. 

According to the Authors, who afcribe the taking 
of Luceria and the defeat of the Samnites that paffed 
under the yoke, to Papirius Curfor, ft was not till this 
year, and after the laft-mentioned expeditions, that he • 
obtained the honour of a triumph. He was a general 
of great ability in war, and diftinguifhed not only by 
courage and intrepidity, but by extraordinary ftrength 
of body. He was fwifter in running than any of his 
time, and always carried the prize in that kind of ex- 
ercife againft all who entered the lifts with him. This 
is what occafioned the firname of * Curfor, Runner, 
to be given, or rather confirmed to him. He ate 
much, and drank in proportion, which was attributed 
to his robuft conftitution and the great exercife he 
ufed. The fervice was rude under him, becaufe he 
was accuftomed and enured to labour himfelf. He 
was alfo fevere in refpeft to difeipline. A ftory plea- 
fant enough is told of him: A Praetor of Prsenefte 
who ferved amongft the allies, having received orders 
in a battle, to make his troops advance to the front 
ranks, had obeyed flowly, and with little ardour, 
through fear of the danger. Papirius walking before 
that officer’s tent, ordered him to come to him. As 
foon as he faw him appear, he bade the Li&or get 
ready his ax. The Praeneftine at that word, was 
feized all over with a tremor. Papirius, who intend- 

* Livy mentions another Papirius, who was probably the grand¬ 
father of this, and was called alfo Curfor, Lib, 6. c. 5. & 1 . 9, c, 34, • 
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ed only to frighten him, faid to the Liftor: “ Here, A. R. 4.33. 
“ cut away this root, that is in our wayand only A “* 7> C ' 
fined him. The Praetor withdrew, well fatisfied with 
coming off for a final! fum of money. Livy concludes 
the character and praife of Papirius with faying, that 
in an age, fruitful of great men, if ever any was fo, 
he was the firmed: fupport of the Roman power and 
greatnefs, and that he would have been capable of op- 
pofing Alexander the Great, if that Prince, after 
the conqueft of Afia, had turned his arms againft 
Europe. 


SECT. II. 

Digrefficn , wherein Livy examines what would probably 
have happened , if Alexander the Great had turned his 
arms againft the Romans , after the conqueft of Afia. 
Different wars againft the Samnites. A Magiftrate fent 
from. Rome to govern Capua. Inftitution of two new 
'Tribes. The Dictator Manius reproached with being 
guilty of the fame crime , for which he actually profe- 
cuted others , abdicates the Diiiatorfhip , and jufttfies 
himfelf before the judges. Famous Cenforjhip of Appius 

and Plautius. Appian way: Aquedubl. Family of the 
Potitii ex tin A. Tribunes of the legions elebled by .the 
People , as well as the Duumviri for the fleet. Players 
on the flute reinftatedin their rights; Samnites defeated. 
War againft the Heturians: conftderable victories gained 
by the Romans. They grant the Hetrurians a truce for 
thirty years. Bloody battle between the Remans and the 
Samnites , which obliges the former to appoint a Dic¬ 
tator. The Conful Fabius nominates Papirius Curfor. 
The latter marches againft the enemy. New victory 
gained by Fabius over the Hetrurians. Extraordinary 
preparations, of the Samnites. The Umbrians threaten 
to march and attack Rome. They are defeated by Fa- 
bius. The AEqui are overcome and almoft entirely de¬ 
fir oyed. C. Flavius the Regifter , fon of a freed-man, is 
made Curule Aidile. He makes publick the Fafti or 
Juridical-days , of which only the Pontiffs had the keep¬ 
ing. 
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A.R-435- ing. He dedicates a temple notwithftanding their oppo- 
fit ion. The Nobility endeavour to mortify him ; his 
revenge. Fabius includes all the lower clafs of the Peo¬ 
ple in four Tribes only. Solemn review of the Knights. 

I ax. l. g . T IVY, upon the occafion of what he had juft: faid 
c. 17—19.JL-J Q f Papjrius Curfor and Alexander, fufpends the 
thread of his hiftory for a while, but firft makes his 
excufe to his Reader, and alks his permiffion. * “ It 
“ may be obferved, fays he, that from the beginning 
“ of this work I have propofed nothing lefs to my- 
“ felf, than to interrupt the feries of my narrative, 
“ and the order of my fafts, for the fake of throwing 
“ variety into my hiftory by digreffions, to amufe my 
<£ reader agreeably, and give myfelf fome relaxation. 
“ But having had occafion to mention that great King 
« and Captain, I am in a manner invited naturally 
“ enough to give the reflections which have often en- 
“ tered into my thoughts in refpeCt to him a place 
“ here, and to enquire what event the Romans might 
“ have expedted, if Alexander had turned his arms 
“ againft: them,” 

I do not doubt but my readers willingly grant.Livy 
the permiffion he demands of imparting to them his 
thoughts upon fo affeCting a fubjeCt: I only fear they 
may have room to regret, that fo excellent an hifto- 
rian has not a better interpreter to render his thoughts 
with more juftnefs and elegance. I ftiall retrench what 
does not feem abfolutely neceflary from this digreffion. 

Comparifon between Alexander and the Romans. 

What determines the event of wars, fays Livy, is 
the genius and ability of the generals, the number and 

* Nihil minus quaefitum a principio hujus operis videri poteft^quam, 
ut plus jufto ab rerum ordine declinarem, & legentibus velut diverti¬ 
cula amoena, & requiem animo meo qucererem. Tamen tanti regi$ 
ac ducis mentio, quibus faepe tacitis cogitatiombus volutavi animum, 
eas evocat in medium : ut quaerere libeat, quinam eventus Romanis 
rebus, li cum Alexandro foret bellatum, futurus fuerit. 
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bravery of the troops, and Fortune -f-, which can dif- A.R. 435. 
pofe of all things in human affairs, and principally in 
the fuccefs of arms. In examining the queftion pro- 
pofed under thefe three points of view, one finds no 
difficulty to conclude, that the Romans would have 
been no lels invincible to Alexander the Great, than 
they were to all the other Kings and States of the 
Univerfe. 

I. Firft, To begin by comparing generals, Alexan¬ 
der cannot be denied to have been a great warrior. But 
what very much contributed to augment his glory, was 
his being alone, and having no collegue to lhare in his 
fuccefies 5 and alfo, his dying in the flower of his 
youth, and in the midfl: of his greatefi: vidtories, be¬ 
fore he had experienced any adverfity. Not to men¬ 
tion abundance of other Kings and generals, who have 
been great examples of the variety and uncertainty of 
human events, was it not too long life, that expofed 
* Cyrus, fo much extolled by the Greeks, and the 
great Pompey of our times, to the fad viciffitudes of 
fortune ? 

Livy oppofes to Alexander the Roman generals, 
who lived in the time when the war between him. and 
the Commonwealth might have happened : Valerius 
Corvus, Manlius Torquatus, Papirius Curfor, Fabius 
Maximus, and many others. Each of thofe whom I 
have now mentioned were Alexander’s equals both in 
valour and genius. And as to the knowledge of the 
art military, it had been tranfmitted fucceffively from 
the Kings down to the times of which I am fpeaking, 
always upon the fame principles ; fo that the know¬ 
ledge of the rules, improved by conftant practice, had 
formed them into a fcience, in which the perfons who 
were then at the head of the armies, were perfectly 
verfed. 

+ The Pagans admitted a Providence, which difpofes all human 
events : but they often gave it the name of Fortune. 

* Livy here follows the opinion pf thofe, who imagined that Cyrus 
ppriflved miferably in his expedition again# Tomyris Queen of the 
Scythians, 

Alexander 
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A.R. 435 * Alexander had acquired abundance of reputatiorf 
Al ^‘ C ' by his indefatigable patience in military labours, by 
his boldnefs and intrepidity, and the prodigies of his 
perfonal valour, which contributed fo much to his 
glory. Can we believe that the Roman generals gave 
place to him in thefe points ? A Manlius Torquatus, 
a Yalerius Corvus, both brave foldiers,. before they 
commanded the armies ? The Decii, father and fon, 
who threw themfelves into the midft of the enemy, 
after having devoted themfelves to death : a Papirius 
Curfor, fo renowned for the greatnefs of his courage, 
fupported by an incredible ftrength of body. Can 
one imagine, that Alexander would have had more 
ability than all thefe illuftrious Romans, in chufing 
his camps advantageoufly, in facilitating and fecuring 
his convoys of provifions, in avoiding ambufcades, in 
feizing the favourable moment for giving battle, in 
drawing, up an army, and in difpofing the referved 
troops for the fupport of it ? The Romans excelled in 
all thofe parts of military knowledge. 

But as to what regards the maturity of counfels, 
prudence and ability in forming a plan, and directing 
all the operations of a campaign according to that 
plan, upon which properly the whole fuccefs of enter- 
prizes depends -, would a young prince like Alexan¬ 
der, have furpafled the auguft body of the Roman 
Senate, compofed of a great number of venerable old 
men, verfed in the trade of war by a long and happy 
experience, attended with frequent victories : a body 
of which one cannot form a jufter idea, than that 
which Cineas gave Pyrrhus of it, when he told him, 
that the Roman Senate appeared to him like an affem- 
bly of kings ? 

When Alexander had found fuch generals again!!: 
him, he would foon *f- have perceived, that he had no 
longer a Darius to deal with, a generous prince in- 

+ Non cum Dario rem effe dixiflet, quem mulierum ac fpadonum 
agmen trahentem, inter purpuram atque aurum> oneratum fortunae 
fbae apparatibus, praedam verius quam hoftem, nihil aliud quam bene 
aufus vana contemnere, incruentus devicit. 
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deed, but enervated by voluptuoufnefs, 'who drew 
along with him to the war great troops of women and 
eunuchs, all glittering with gold and purple, and un- 
weildy from the train and trappings of his luxury and 
grandeur •, in a word, rather a certain prey, than a 
formidable enemy, whofe defeat coft Alexander no 
more than to know how to defpife a vain vaftnefs 
of preparations void of real force. He would have 
found a great difference between the Indias, which he 
palTed with his troops more like frantic Bacchanalians 
than an army, himfelf fetting the example of the de¬ 
bauch, and Italy, where the woods and defiles of Apulia, 
and the mountains of the Lucanians, would have pre- 
fented him with the ftill recent footfteps of the blood 
of his uncle Alexander King of Epirus, who perifhed 
there much about this time. 

* And, adds Livy, I fpeak of Alexander whilft in 
his fenfes, fober and virtuous, before profperity had 
corrupted him, a poifon none ever knew lefs how to 
fecure himfelf againft. If we confider him in his new 
grandeur, and the new charadter he affumed after his 
victories, we may fay, that he would have come to 
Italy more like Darius than Alexander ; and that he 
would have led thither an army, which had then for¬ 
got Macedonia, and degenerated from its antient vir- 
, tue, in affuming the manners of the Perfians. I am 
afhamed to repeat of fo great a King the ridiculous 
pride, that made him renounce the fimplicity of habit 
of his predeceffors, to adorn himfelf in the pompous 
robes of the Kings of Perfia ; the abjedt complaifance 
which he expedited from his courtiers, by whom he 
was for being adored ; indignities which would have- 
been infupportable to the Macedonians, even had they 
been conquered, fo far were they from being able to 
endure them being vidtors ; his cruelty in punching; 

# Et loquimur de Alexandro nondum merfo fecundis rebus, qua- 
rum nemo intolerantior fuit. Qui, ex habitu novse fortune novi- 
que, ut ita dicam, ingenii quod libi vi&or induerat, fpedletur 5 Dario 
magis fimilis quam Alexandro in Italiam venilTet, & exercitum Ma-^ 
cedonise oblitum, degenerantemque jam in Ferfarum mores, addux- 
iflet. 
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A.R.43s- the blood of his friends, Hied in the midft of banquet.^ 
Ant ‘and the fenfelefs vanity of afcribing a falle origin to 
3I? ' himfelf. If the love of wine augmented every day in 
him ; if his tranfports of rage became (till more hid¬ 
den and violent •, (what I lay here is certain from the 
concurrent teftimony of all authors) can we fuppofe 
that all thefe vices would not have impaired in fome 
meafure his military virtues ? 

What ought to make the fucceffes of the Romans ap¬ 
pear more worthy of admiration than thofe of Alex¬ 
ander, or of any other King whatfoever,- are the in¬ 
numerable obilacles they had to furmouht for fucceed- 
ing in their enterprizes. How often were they retard¬ 
ed by the frequent change of commanders, which be¬ 
came neceiTary, even by the conftitution of the hate 
from the eftablifhment of the Commonwealth ? Some 
exercifed the Diftatorfhip only during ten or twenty 
days : none retained the Confulfhip longer than a yealv 
They found obftacles in the Tribunes of the People, 
who often prevented the levying of the armies; in the 
ignorance, temerity, or jealoufy, of a collegue ; in the 
affairs of the city, which fometimes obliged them to 
fet out too late, or to return fooner than was confident 
with the good of the fervice. Alexander was far from 
being in the fame cafe. * Kings are not only exempt 
from all obftacles of this kind, but abiblute mafters of 
times and meafures: and far from being obliged to 
conform to circumftances, their will alone fuffices for 
putting every thing in motion. In this reipect, their 
glory is lefs than that of Rome’s generals, victorious 
notwithftanding all obftacles over enemies, who. had 
fuch great advantages over them. 

II. As to what regards fuccefs, which Livy calls 
Fortune, it would be wrong to give the Romans the 
fuperiority to Alexander, as the Roman People, tho’ 
they came off victorious from all the wars they made, 
were however defeated in feveral battles, whereas 

* At hercule, reges, non liber! foluin impediments omnibus, fed 
$onuni rervnn temporumque trahunt confiiiis cun&a, non fequuntur. 
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Alexander never fought one without gaining the vie- - 
tory. It would be unjull to compare a fpace of almoft 
eight hundred years, which had elapfed from the foun¬ 
dation of Rome to the time when Livy wrote, with one 
of twelve or thirteen years, in which all Alexander’s 
conquefts were included. Compare man with man, 
general with general; and you will find the annals 
filled with the names of Roman generals, for whom 
Fortune as conftantly declared, as for the King of 
Macedonia, and whofe fuccefs, as well as courage, 
never abandoned them on any day of their lives. 

If we examine the various hazards of war, Rome 
had on that fide an infinite advantage over the Mace¬ 
donians, who, in the perfon of Alexander, had only 
one chief, to whofe life their whole fortune was at¬ 
tached ; and a chief too, who not only ran the fame 
rifques as the Roman generals, but who expofed him- 
felf to them out of mere wantonnefs, and made it his 
glory to brave them through an intrepid valour, which 
often degenerated into rafimefs. The fortune of Rome 
did not depend in that manner upon her generals. 
When any of them were taken off by death, another 
immediately took his place, and the fall of a fingle 
man did not induce the ruin of the Hate. 

Ill, It remains to compare troops with troops, either 
for their number, their fpecies and quality, or the mul¬ 
titude of auxiliaries. 

Only the Greeks and Macedonians in Alexander’s 
army are to be reckoned foldiers. For as to the Per- 
fians, Indians, and other Afiatic nations, had he led 
them into Italy, they would rather have been an in¬ 
cumbrance to him, than an augmentation of his forces. 
Now Alexander’s infantry never exceeded thirty thou- 
fand men. Add to thefe four thoufand horfe, molt of 
them Theffalians, and we have the whole flrength of 
his army. 

Rome then had, according to the evidence of the 
Cenfus, two , hundred and fifty thoufand citizens, ail 
capable of bearing arms •, and fine often took the field 
with ten Legions at once. If to thefe we add the fuc- 
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cours which ftie received from the Hates of Italy, either 
her fubje&s or allies, we find, that on the fide of 
number, the Roman troops may be confidered as fu- 
perior to thofe of Alexander. Befides which, it would 
have been eafy for the Romans to have recruited their 
armies, whereas Alexander, making war in an enemy’s 
country, would have leen his troops decreafe from day 
to day, as happened to Hannibal, and he would have 
found it more difficult than the Carthaginian to have 
brought others from Macedonia. 

The Macedonian phalanx was in great reputation, 
and defervedly; but after all, it was an heavy body, 
all of one piece, unwieldy, and which many obftacles 
frequently made incapable of acting. The reader may 
fee the delcription I have given of it after Polybius 
elfewhere. The Roman army on the contrary, divid¬ 
ed into different bodies, moved eafily, and was fufcep- 
tible of all the forms it was neceflary to give it. It 
divided and re-united with wonderful agility, and was 
always ready to fight in any fituation of ground what- 
foever. 

Never were troops more enured to fatigues, more 
fit to fupport military labours, more dexterous, and 
more docile in refpefft to military difcipline, nor more 
determinate to conquer or die in battle, than the Ro¬ 
man foldiers. 

But what diftinguifhed the Roman people from all 
the nations of the earth, and would undoubtedly have 
rendered them fuperior to Alexander, though he had 
gained lome firft advantages over them, was, that 
they did not know what it was to yield to ill fortune, 
and that their loftinefs and obftinacy augmented in 
proportion to their difgraces. If neither the Furcse 
Caudina:, nor the battle of Cannae, could fubdue the 
fpirit of the Romans, what defeat could ever have 
ftiaken their conftancy ? But had Alexander loft a 
fingle battle, he had been conquered for ever. 

Though he had even been fuccefsful in the begin¬ 
ning, he would have been amazed to fee, that the 
Romans, conquered, defeated, cut to pieces, if that 

had 


PAPIRIUS, AULIUS, Confuls. 

ted happened, Would only have been the more haugh¬ 
ty on that account, artd Would have Ihut their ears to 
all propofals of peace arid accommodation. He would 
then -have had reaforl to regret the Perfians, Indians, 
and other effeminate nations of Afia, and would have 
owned, that he had only made war againft women till 
then, as his uncle Alexander King of Epirus is report¬ 
ed to have faid of him, when, mortally wounded in 
a battle in Italy, he compared the wars his nephew 
was then making in Afia, with that wherein he faw 
himfelf fall. 

As for me, fays Livy, when I reflect, that the Ro¬ 
mans and Carthaginians fought during twenty-four 
years at fea in the firft Punic war, the life of Alexan¬ 
der feems hardly to have fufficed for a war with the 
Romans. 

And who knows whether the two States, allied to 
each other by ancient treaties, might not at that time 
have alfo united all their forces againft a common 
enemy, and fet formidable armies on foot, under the 
weight of which Alexander would undoubtedly have 
funk. 

The Romans more than once meafured their fwords 
with the Macedonians, not indeed under Alexander, 
nor at the time when they were ftrongeft, but under 
Antiochus, who had a great number of them in his 
army, under Philip, and under Perfeus; and they did 
it not only without lofs on their fide, but almoft with¬ 
out running any rifque. * We will be bold to fay, 
adds Livy, that fetting afide civil wars, which are out 
of the prefent queftion, never were the horfe or foot 
of an enemy fuperior to ours. Never were we worfted 
in battle in the open field, never in places equally fa¬ 
vourable to both armies, and ftill lefs, when advan¬ 
tageous to us. Our heavy-armed infantry may fear a 
numerous cavalry, flights of arrows difcharged by 
enemies who fly immediately after, thick forefts, and 

* Abfit invidia vero, & civilia bella fileant, nunquam ab equite 
hofte, nunquam a pedite, nunquam. aperta acie, nunquam aequis, 
jiunquam noftris locis laboravimus. 
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places impracticable for convoys. It has conquered? 
and will always conquer, more numerous and formi¬ 
dable armies, than thofe of the Macedonians and Alex¬ 
ander, provided the fame love of peace and union, as 
the Roman people now enjoy, prevails always amongft 
us. 

In this manner Livy concludes his digreflion, which 
certainly abounds with very folid and judicious re¬ 
flections. But one cannot conceive, how the love of his 
country fhould blind him to fuch a degree, as to make 
him advance with an air of afliirance, {abfit invidia vero ) 
as if the thing had been indifputable, “ that the ca- 
yalry and infantry of an enemy were never fuperior 
to thofe of the Romans, and that they were never 
worfted in battle in the open field." Had he forgot 
the evident fuperiority of Hannibal over the Roman 
cavalry, or the battles of Allia and Cannae, which he 
had cited juft before, as a proof of the conftancy of 
the Romans ? 

I return to the fequel of the hiftory, after having 
made one fhort reflection upon all thofe of Livy, which, 
are folely founded cn human reafon. But we, who 
are informed of the defigns of God by his Scriptures, 
know, that the divine decrees not having given Alex- 
ander any thing in the Weft, or in Italy, he could not 
have conquered, any thing in them, no not a Angle vil¬ 
lage : That as great and rapid as his conquefts were in- 
the Eaft, becaufe Providence had allotted him every 
thing there, his arms would have been no lefs impo¬ 
tent sgainft Italy, becaufe it had granted and allotted 
him nothing on that fide. 

6 . M. Foslius Flaccinator. 

L. Plautius Venno. 

The war with the Samnites will .continue -to em¬ 
ploy the Romans a great while, notwithftanding the 
frequent and confiderable lofles of that people, which 
might induce them to lay down their arms. Hifto- 
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rians tell us, that they loft thirty thoufand men in 440, A.R.436. 
twenty thoufand three years after in 443, thirty thou- 
fand more in 446, befides as many in feveral other ac¬ 
tions. It is hard to conceive how the country could 
fupply fo many foldiers. Every year fome place was 
befieged, and fome battle fought; and the Romans 
had almoft always the advantage. Thefe fuccefles, 
though flow and not decifive, prepared the way for, 
and even allured, the conqueft of Samnium, Apulia, 
Lucania, and other States more remote from Rome to 
the Eaft. 

I fhall not enter into a particular account of the 
fleges and battles, which had nothing very memorable 
or affeifting in them, and might prove tedious in the 
relation. I fhall regularly repeat the names of the 
Confuls of each year •, but I fhall fometimes omit that 
of the Dictators, very frequent at that time. I find 
fix of them in the fpace of feven years, from the 438 th 
tp. the 444th year of Rome; without any apparent 
prefling occafion for having recourfe to them. This 
feems depreciating in fome meafure that fupreme au¬ 
thority, confidered in the beginning as almoft the laft 
refource in the emergencies of the State, always con¬ 
fided to perfons of known merit, and for that reafon 
much more refpedted and awful. 

In the 436th year of Rome, two new Tribes were 
added to the old ones, the Ufentine and Falerian, 
which made the Tribes thirty-one in all. 

The fame year a Pra;fe£t or Governor (PrafeRus) Li v .i. s . 
was fent to Capua at the requeft of that city, in order c. 20, 
to regulate the inteftine divifions that difturbed its 
tranquillity. The name of Prtefedlura, the province 
of a Prasfefr, was given to the cities, that were neither 
governed by their own laws, nor by magiftratesele&ed 
amongft themfelves : but received annual magiftrates 
from Rome, who ruled with fupreme authority and 
adminiftered juftice in them. 
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C. Junius Bubulcus. 

Q^AEmilius Barbula. 

Upon the report which was fpread, of the good 
order re-eftablifhed at- Capua by the care of the Ro¬ 
man magiftrate, the inhabitants of Antium demanded 
alfo, that fome Romans fhould be fent to regulate 
their city: They were granted in confequence the 
perfons who were the patrons of Antium: for the 
right of patronage was not confined to particulars, but 
extended to cities, and even, when the empire had at¬ 
tained its high eft grandeur, to whole provinces, which 
put themfelves under the protection of fome powerful 
Senator. By the means of the Prrefeftfhips, Rome 
carried not only its arms, but its laws, a great way: 
nec arma modo , fed jura etiam Romana late pollebant. 
This was an excellent method of extending its power, 
and even dominion, and infinitely preferable to that 
of arms, which, in employing only force, fubje&s only 
the body, whereas the other gains the heart. And 
what efteem for the Roman government muft a magif¬ 
trate have given a city to which he was fent, where 
the only ufe that he made of his power was to eftablifh 
order, peace, juftice, and to render the people happy. 
And thofe are the foie ends of all good government. 

Sp. Nautius. 

M. Popilius. 

Defeat of the Samnites by the Di&ator L. iEmilius. 

L. Papirius, IV. 

Publilius, IV. 

The Confuls continued at Rome this year, as the 
laft had done. The Dictator, Fabius, was charged 
with the war againft the Samnites. In a firft battle 
Aulius Ceretanus, his mafter of the horfe, killed the 
general of the enemy, and was foon after killed him- 
felf by that general’s brother. In a fecond battle. Fa- 
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bius, to leave his troops no hopes but in victory, de-^^-439* 
dared to them, that he would fet his camp on fire; ^ C ' 

and kept them ignorant of the confiderable reinforce¬ 
ment his new matter of the horfe was bringing him 
from Rome. The foldiers urged on by the burning 
of their camp, (of which the Dictator had only caufed 
the firft tents to be fet on fire) marched like madmen 
againft the enemy, who did not long fuftain fo rude a 
charge. At the fame time the matter of the horfe, to 
whom the burning of the camp had been given for a 
fignal, attacked the Samnites in the rear. Their de¬ 
feat was confiderable. The troops, laden with booty, 
returned to the camp, which, contrary to their ex¬ 
pectation, they found entire, except fome few tents. 

That agreeable furprize gave them almoft as milch 
joy as the victory they had juft; obtained. 


M. Poetelius. 
C. Sulpicius. 


A. R. 440, 
Ant. C. 
31a. 


The new Confuls marched againft the city of Sora, Liv. 1. 9 . 
whofe inhabitants had killed the Roman colony fettled c ‘ 15 ' 
there, and had gone over to the Samnites. This ftege 
would have coft the Romans much time, in effeCt of 
the advantageous fituation of the place : but a deferter 
having difcovered to them a way that led to the cita¬ 
del, the place was taken in the night almoft without 
refiftance. At firft the flaughter was great, becaufe 
the Confuls had not entered the place. Thofe who had 
efcaped the fury of the foldiers, furrendered themfelves. 

Two hundred and fifty of them, who were the princi¬ 
pal authors of the maflacre of the Roman colony, 
were fenttoRome. They were all condemned to die, 
and executed in the Forum. That fightgave the po¬ 
pulace a fenfible pleafure, who had a great intereft in 
the fec.urity of the citizens, fent as colonies abroad. 

Many other cities, as Aufona, Minturnse, andVefcia, 
were taken in the fame manner by treachery. 

A Dictator (C. Maenius) had been created to pre- Liv. 1. 9 . 
fide in the enquiries, that were to be made into a con- c - a6 < 
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fpiracy excited abroad, to which a ftop had been foon 
put. The Dictator, who was for making ufe of his 
authority, employed it on the occafion of certain 
lecret affemblies faid to be held at Rome for the at¬ 
tainment of offifes. This accufation was made to fall 
on the nobility, who, enraged at that affront, retorted 
it upon the Dictator himfelf and his mafter of the horfe, 
both Plebeians ; affirming that if any were to be fuf- 
pecled of canvaffing offices, it was themfelves, who 
had no right to them by their birth, whereas the en¬ 
trance to them was naturally open to others : and they 
threatened the Dictator to make him fully fenfible of 
it, when he quitted his office. He did not wait the 
expiration of it. He abdicated the Dic'tatoriliip, de¬ 
manded to be tried, and was declared innocent, as well 
as his mafter of the horfe. * He was willing to fhew, 
that innocence, and not confideration for their offices, 
was their fecurity againft fuch an accufation. 

It was under the Confuls Poetelius and Sulpicius, 
that a confiderable battle was fought, wherein it is 
faid thirty thoufand Samnites were either killed, or 
taken prifoners, 

L. Papirius Cursor, V, 

C. Junius Bubulcus, II, 

Fregellse is retaken from the Samnites. Atina and 
Calatia have the fame fate, 

’ M. Valerius. 

P. Decius. 

Perfons of the greateft worth are fometimes expofed 
to accufations without reafon, and even unjuftly hurt 
in their fame, when they have to do with jealous, 
violent, or abfurd enemies. This happened in the 
Cenforfhip of Appius Claudius and C. Plautius. The 
moft illuftrious of the Senators, whofe lives and ac- 

’ * Ut appareat innocentia noftra nos, non majeftate honoris, tutos 
a criminat jonibns iftis efTe. 
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tions were irreproachable, who had worthily filled the A. R. 442. 
firft offices of the State, or who might juftly afpire to 
them, experienced the malignity of thefe two Cen- 
fors, and faw themfelves fhamefully deprived of the 
rank of Senators. I have faid elfewhere, that this de¬ 
gradation took place in confequence of the Cenfors 
leaving out the names of thofe they thought fit to ex¬ 
clude in reading over the Lift of the Senators. 

In order to fill up the places vacant by the expul- Liv. 1.9. 
fion of fo many illuftrious Senators worthily, Appius * c- 4fi - 
introduced a great number of the fons of freedmen into 
the Senate. His end was to ftrengthen his intereft, 
and to render himfelf all-powerful in that auguft aflem- 
bly. It is not eafy to conceive how a man, who in 
other refpefts had excellent qualities, could be guilty 
of fuch monftrous exceffes. But of what is not a warm 
and violent ambition capable, which is for fetting it- 
felf above all others, and for lording it at any price 
whatfoever ? That of Appius had but ill fuccefs at 
this time. So enormous a proceeding prejudiced every 
body extremely againft him. 

Accordingly the next year (I anticipate fafts, in 
order to place all that relates to the unjuft and abfurd 
conduit of thefe Cenfors together) the Confuls paid 
no regard to the changes introduced in the Senate by 
their extravagance. They read the lift of the Senate 
as it flood before the Cenforfhip of Appius, without 
having any regard either to the pretended notes.of in¬ 
famy, which he had affixed to thofe he had ftruck out 
of it, or the pretended election of thefe he had fubfti- 
tuted in their room. 

When the eighteen months, which was the term to Liv - >• 9- 
which Mamercus yEmilius had limited the duration of c ' 33 ’ !4 " 
the Cenforfhip, were expired, C. Plautius not beingf 
able to fupport any longer the complaints and hatred, 
which their irregular and violent conduct had drawn 
upon them, immediately abdicated the Cenforfhip. 

* Senatum primus libertinoriim filiis le&is inquinaverat. Liv. 

f Ob infamem atque inyidiofam Senatus le&ioneni, verecundia vie- 
tus cpllega, magillratu, fe abdicavit. Liv 0 

But 
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A. R. 4+s. But Appius obftinately refufed to quit his office, and 
A 3io. C declared, he would not relign it before five years were 
fully expired, which was the ancient term fixed for 
the exercife of it at its firft inftitution. P. Sempro- 
nius, Tribune of the People, undertook Appius with 
vigour. After having reproached him with the vio¬ 
lences of his family, always imperious and enemies to 
the liberty of the Roman People, and which for that 
reafon was become more odious to them, than that 
of the Tarquins; and put him in mind of the infa¬ 
mous and cruel Decemvir Appius, who had continued 
himfelf in his office in contempt of all laws : “ Are 
“ thefe then,” added he, “ the examples which you 
“ propoie to yourfelf ? What! A regulation efta- 
“ bliffied in the commonwealth above an hundred 
“ years, obferved inviolably by fo many illuftrious 
men, who have fince been Cenfors, dare you, Ap- 
“ pius, audacioufly defpife and violate, in the view, 
“ before the eyes of the Senate and People ? What 
“ would become of the State, if the Confuls, if the 
“ Diftators, ffiould undertake, of their own autho- 
“ rity, to continue themfelves in office beyond the 
“ fixed term ? We have feen C. Maenius within thefe 
44 few years abdicate the Di&atorfhip long before the 
44 time, in order to juftify himfelf, as a private perfon, 
“ of a crime laid to his charge. I do not require the 
“ fame moderation from you, Appius. Do not quit 
“ your office one day, one hour, fooner than you are 
44 obliged: but don’t exceed the juft bounds of it. 
“ No, fays Appius, I will continue Cenfor three years 
« and fix months compleat beyond the time allowed 
“ by the law ^Emilia, and I will continue fo alone. 
“ Is not this fpeaking and afting as a King, or rather 
44 as a tyrant ? No Cenfor ever continued alone in of- 
44 fice, all hitherto have abdicated, when their col- 
“ legues died. And as for you, neither the expira- 
“ tion of the term of your magiftracy, the example 
44 of your collegue who is retired, the fenfe of ffiame, 
44 nor the laws, have any weight with you. You 
“ make your honour and merit confift in arrogance, 

“ pre- 
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** prefumption, and the contempt of Gods and men. 
“ It is with pain I fpeak to you in this manner. The 
“ dignity you have exercifed is worthy of refpedt. 
“ But your inflexible obftinacy obliges me not tofpare 
“ you ; and I declare to you, that if you do not obey 
“ the iEmilian law, I will order you to be carried to 
“ prifon.” Accordingly Appius giving only bad 
reafons by way of anfwer, he ordered him to be feiz- 
ed, and carried to prifon. Appius implored the aid 
of the other Tribunes. Six were againft him: but 
three declaring in his favour, to the aifgrace of all 
the laws and all orders of the State, he exercifed the 
Cenforlhip during ail the reft of the time. 

* Seeing his hopes fruftrated on the fide of the Se¬ 
nate, he turned towards that of the People, and to 
allure himfelf of their fuffrages, and to make himfelf 
matter of the aflemblies, he diftributed the very dregs 
of the People into all the tribes, who in that manner, 
by their great number, always formed the majority of 
voices. This change was of no long duration, as we 
Ihall foon fee. 

Appius rendered his Cenforlhip memorable by a 
famous work, which he undertook and compleated 
alone; this was the great way, called Via Appia, which 
he carried on from Rome to Capua. This road was 
continued in procefs of time as far as Brunduflum 
(Brindifi) at the extremity of the Adriatic Gulf, about 
four hundred and fifty miles: a work, of which, after 
fo many ages, there are Hill confiderable traces to be 
feen, and which is no lefs admirable for its duration 
than extent. 

Appius brought water alfo to the city by the means 
of an Aqueduft, which is the firft mentioned in the 
Roman Hiftory. I have fpoke of the Highways and 
Aquedud^s of Rome in a former part of this vo¬ 
lume. 

* Pofteaquam earn le&ionem (Senatorum) nemo ratam habuit, nec 
in curia adeptus erat quas petierat opes, humilibus per omnes tribus 
^ivifis, forum Sc campum corrupit. Lib. 9* c. 46, 
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By the advice of the fame Appius (for his conduct 
is much compounded of good and evil) the Potitii, 
anciently charged, and it is faid by Hercules himfelf, 
with the care of the facrifices offered to that demi¬ 
god upon the altar called, “ The great altar of Her- 
“ cules,” difdaining thofe fun&ions,. and not being 
willing to undergo the trouble of them any longer, 
had taught the ceremonies ufed in them to the -j- flaves 
of the Roman people. A very furprizing thing hap¬ 
pened foon after (fays Livy, always credulous enough) 
which ought to be a warning againft changing any 
thing in the facred ceremonies of religion. Of the 
twelve branches of the houfe of the Potitii then in 
being, in which there were thirty males above fifteen 
years old, they were all taken off to a man, and the 
whole race entirely extindt, in the fpace of one year. 
The vengeance of the Gods did not flop there. Some 
years after, Appius loft his fight entirely, and conti¬ 
nued blind during the reft of his life. 

C. Junius Bubulcus, II. 

Q i iEMn.ius Barbula, II. 

Two new regulations were made, which gave the 
People the nomination to feveral military offices. The 
firft related to the Tribunes, or principal officers, of 
the legions. Of twenty-four Tribunes, fix to each 
legion, the People at firft elected only fix. From the 
year of which we are fpeaking, they nominated fix- 
teen, fo that only eight remained to be appointed by 
the Confuls or Dictators. I have already obferved, 
that the Tribunes are not properly compared with mo¬ 
dern colonels, becaufe the Tribunes did not command 
a certain part of a legion, but the whole legion al- 
ternately. 

Quod mihi parent legio Romana Tribuno. Horat. 

.* The Servi Publici were not flaves of any private perfon, but of 
the whole commonwealth. The Temples of the Gods had alfo flaves, 
as the Venerii in Sicily, and the Martiales at Larimpn, 

The 
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The fecond regulation relates to the navy, little A - R - +«• 
known till then amongft the Romans. This is 
the firft time mention is made of a Roman fleet in 
Livy. It appears however from the two firft trea¬ 
ties related by Polybius between the Romans and 
Carthaginians, that the Romans, at leaft particu¬ 
lars, had lhips at fea, either for commerce, or pi¬ 
racy. But their number was very inconfiderable. 

It was decreed this year, that the People Ihould 
nominate two officers, called Duumviri, for equip- L!v - ’• ?• 
ping a fleet, and refitting lhips. The next year c ‘ 3S ' 
the Roman people fent a fleet againft Campania, un¬ 
der the command of P. Cornelius, charged with the 
command of the maritime coafts. It came to an anchor 
at Pompeii. This expedition extended no farther 
than making a defcent upon the neighbouring coun¬ 
try, and taking fome plunder. That too was retaken 
by the peafants, who killed fome of the Romans be¬ 
fore they could regain the fleet. 

A little circumftance, one would almoft call it a Ibid - '• 9 ’ 
jeft, employed people’s thoughts very much this year, c ‘ 3 °‘ 
becaufe it feemed to have fome relation to religion. 

The players upon the flute, being very much offended, 
that the laft Cenfors had prohibited their eating in 
the temple of Jupiter, as they had always done till 
then, went away in a body to the city of Tibur, fo that 
there were none left in Rome to play upon the inftru- 
ments in the facrifices. Their retreat gave the Senate 
fome difquiet, and deputies were fent to defire the 
inhabitants of Tibur to aft in fuch a manner, as to 
induce thofe people to return to Rome. The Tibur- 
tini returned an obliging anfwer, and began by fend¬ 
ing for thofe muficians to the Senate, who exhorted 
them to return to Rome. That they abfolutely re- 
fufed. Not being able to get the better of their ob- 
ltinacy, they thought of a ftratagem fuitable enough 
to the charafter of the perfons they had to do with. 

They invited them to feafts, fome on one fide, fome 
on another, under pretence of enlivening. the enter¬ 
tainment by the agreeable found of their inftruments. 

They 
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They were abundantly treated. Good wine elpeeiallyr 
to which muficians are feldom enemies, was not ip a red. 
To make Ihort of our ftory, they all fell into fo fud- 
den and heavy a fleep, that they were put into Wag¬ 
gons, and carried off without knowing any thing of 
the matter. They did not difcover this till the next 
morning, when broad day-light, which found them 
ftill full of wine, opened their eyes, and fhewed them 
that they were in waggons in the Forum of Rome. A 
great concourfe of People immediately gathered round 
them. After they had been prevailed on, not without 
abundance of difficulty, to continue at Rome, they 
were granted permiffion to go every year in mafque- 
rade about the city during three days, finging of fongs 
and playing upon inftruments, which was regularly 
pradtifed down to Livy’s time. The privilege, of 
which the fuppreffion had put them fo much out of 
humour, was alfo reftored to them, and it was decreed, 
that when they were employed in the facrifices, they 
Ihould have a right to partake of the feafts that ufually 
attended them. 

At the time of which we are fpeaking, two confi- 
derable wars employed the Romans. The Conftil Ju¬ 
nius, who had the Samnites for his province, after 
having taken two cities, Cluvia and Bovianum, from 

them, gave them battle, in which they had twenty 
thoufand men killed. 

On another fide, all the ftates of Hetruria, except 
the Arretini, had taken arms, and began the fiege of 
Sutrium, a city in alliance with the Romans, and 
which ferved as a barrier againft the Hetrurians. The 
Conful fEmilius marched immediately to the relief of 
the place. The day after his arrival, the two armies 
drew up in battle, and faced each other till noon, 
without making any movement. The Hetrurians 

then, that they might not lofe the day in looking 
upon each other, gave the fignal. The aflion began 
on both Tides with equal ardor. The enemy had the 
fuperiority in number, and the Romans in courage. 
The battle was obftinate and long doubtful. The 

braveft 
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braveft on both fides fell in it. At length, the fe-A.R.443. 
cond line of the Romans having taken the place of the 
firft, the enemy, who were only drawn up in one line, ’ J 
without any body of referve to fupport it, could not 
refill the violent charge of thofe troops who were 
quite frelh. They, however, perfifted to fight cou- 
rageoufly, determined rather to fall by the enemy’s 
fwords than to turn their backs. There never had 
been lefs flying, and more daughter, if night had not 
come on to their relief •, and the vidtors were the firft 
that gave over fighting. Nothing confiderable befides 
happened this year. 

Fabius, II. 

C. Marcius Rutilus. 

The Hetrurians befieged Sutrium again. The L - 1V j 
Conful Fabius did not delay marching to the aid ofc. 35—37. 
the allies. He led his army along the mountains into 
the plain. The enemy immediately offered him bat¬ 
tle. As they had many more troops than him, to 
fupply his defeft in number by the advantage of the 
place, he made them advance a little upon the decli¬ 
vity of the mountain. The place was llony and full 
of great flints. The Hetrurians marched diredtly to 
them, and threw down their darts in order to come 
immediately to clofe fight. The Romans, taking 
the advantage of the fuperiority of the ground where 
they were drawn up in battle, poured darts and Hones 
upon them, which wounded many, and difordered the 
reft by the noife they made in falling upon their hel¬ 
mets and bucklers. The Hetrurians could not eafily 
come to blows with their enemies, and had not their 
darts to attack them at diftance. Their troops were 
foon put in diforder. At the fame moment the Haf- 
tati and Principes, that is, the two firft lines of the 
Roman army, charged them fword in hand. They 
could not fupport this attack, and fled in a body to 
their camp. But the Roman cavalry, by taking a 
cpmpafs, had cut off their communication with it; 

which 
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which reduced them to take refuge on the mountains, 
and from thence with troops qlmoll without arms, and 
covered with wounds, they entered the Ciminian foreft. 
The Romans, after having killed a great number of 
enemies, taken thirty-eight enfigns, and made them- 
felves mailers of their camp, got confiderable fpoils. 

A council of war was then held, to confider whe¬ 
ther the enemy Ihould be purfued. The Ciminian 
foreft was at that time more horrid and inacceffible, 
fays Livy, than the German forefts (that is to fay the 
Hercynian, Hercynia fylva) were not long fince. Till 
then not even any merchant had penetrated into them. 
None but the general had courage enough to refolve 
to attempt the entrance: the reft had not yet forgot 
the defiles of Caudium. Whilft the council were in 
this difficulty, a young Roman (fome believe him the 
Conful’s brother) offered to go and take a view of the 
places, and promifed foon to bring back a certain ac¬ 
count of them. He had been brought up at C$re, 
a town of Hetruria, and fpoke the language of the 
country perfeftly well, as did his fervant. It is faid, 
that the young Romans learned the Hetrurian tongue 
at that time, as they afterwards did the Greek, and 
that it made a part of their education. Thofe two fet 
out without company, and took no other precaution, 
than to learn upon the way the names of the places 
they were to enter, and thofe of the principal inhabi¬ 
tants of the country, in order that they might not be 
known for ftrangers in converfation. They were dreft 
like fhepherds, and had each a fcythe and two javelins 
all of iron. But all this did not contribute fo much 
to conceal them, as the firm perfuafion of every 
body, that no ftranger would think of entering that 
foreft. They arrived amongft the inhabitants of Ca- 
mercinum in Umbria. The Roman declared who he 
was, and was conducted to the Senate. He propofed 
a treaty of alliance and amity in the name of the 
Conful. His propofal was accepted with joy. He 
was allured, that if the Romans entered the foreft, 
they fhould find provifions in it for thirty days,- and all 
8 the 
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the youth of the country under arms, and ready to A. R. 444. 
obey their orders. Upon this news, the Conful made A ^ g> C ‘ 
the baggage fet out in the beginning of the night, and 
the legions foon after, and flayed behind with the ca¬ 
valry. At day-break the next morning he appeared in 
the face of the enemy’s advanced polls on the outfide 
of the foreft, and after having amufed them fome 
time, retired to his camp, which he quitted foon after 
at another gate, and came up with, the reft of his ar¬ 
my the fame night. The next day in the morning he 
had gained the top of the Ciminian mountain. From 
thence, after confidering the rich lands of Hetruria, 
he made his troops march down to plunder the coun¬ 
try. They were returning with immenfe booty, when 
fome bodies of peafants, armed in hafte, came to in¬ 
tercept them with fo little order, that they were very 
near being taken themfelves by thofe whom they in¬ 
tended to deprive of their booty. After having beaten 
and put them to flight, the foldiers returned vidtorious, 
and laden with fpOils to the camp. 

In the mean time, upon the report that was fpread 
at Rome, of the Conful’s defign to penetrate into the 
Ciminian foreft, the city was feized with terror, and 
•he alarm became general. They knew what the 
ralhnefs of the two Confuls, who had imprudently 
engaged themfelves in the defiles of Caudium, had 
coft the commonwealth, and the traces of the fliame- 
ful treaty concluded there, was not yet worn out of 
the minds of the citizens. Five deputies were imme¬ 
diately difpatched, with whom, in order to give them 
more weight, two Tribunes of the People werejoined, 
to forbid the Conful to pafs the Ciminian foreft, in 
the name of the Senate. That order happily arrived 
too late, to the great fatisfadfcion of the deputies, who 
returning immediately to Rome, filled it with joy by 
the agreeable news of the advantages gained by the 
Conful. • * 

This expedition of the Conful, far from terminat- L ' v -’- 9 - 
ing the war, only excited a new one Hill more terrible c ‘ 37 ' 
than the firft. The ravaging of the country at the foot 
Vol. II. * F f of 
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of the Ciminian mountain had incenfed not only the 
inhabitants, but the Umbrians in the neighbourhood, 
againft the Romans. The two people having in con- 
fequence joined their troops, marched to Sutrium, 
others fay to near Perufia, with an army much more 
numerous than the firft. "Without lofs of time, they 
offered the Romans battle^ who kept ftill without 
moving. They then approached their intrenchments, 
and feeing that the advanced guards had re-entered 
rha camp, they did not doubt but it was an effedt of 
the enemy’s fear, and preftbd their generals to fend 
them provifions for the day to the place where they 
were •, declaring that they would continue under arms, 
and were refolved to attack the camp the fame night, 
or the next day at fun-rife. The Roman army ex- 
preffed no lefs ardor for the battle : but the general’s 
orders kept them within bounds. It was about the 
tenth hour of the day (two hours before fun-fet) 
when he commanded his foldiers “ to refrelh them- 
felves, and to keep under arms in readinefs to move 
at the firft fignal that fhould be given either by day 
or night. He exhorted them in few words, in ex¬ 
tolling the Samnites, whom they had often defeated, 
much above the Hetrurians. He added, that he had 
a fecret view which he could not explain at prefent, 
that they fhould know at the proper time.” By thefe 
obfcure and enigmatical words he feemed to infinuate, 
that he relied upon fome treachery •, and this he did 
to encourage his foldiers, whom the great number of 
the enemy’s troops might have daunted. What ren¬ 
dered this notion the more probable, was the enemy’s 
being in the open field without intrenchments. After 
having taken fome nourilhment, they alfo repofed 
themfelves. At the fourth watch of the night, that 
is to fay, three hours before fun rife, they were awak¬ 
ened without noife, and armed. Axes and tools were 
given the fervants of the army to demolilh the in¬ 
trenchments and fill up the works. The army was 
drawn up in battle within the inclofure of the camp, 
and chofen cohorts were polled at the gates. When 
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the fignal was given a little before day, which is the 444 - 
time when people fleep founded in dimmer nights, 30 j_ 
and the intrenchments were down, the army quitted 
the camp. They found the enemy lying on the ground 
dilperfed here and there, fome immoveable, others 
half alleep in their beds, and the greated part of them 
running to their arms : a dreadful daughter of them 
enfued. Few had time to arm. And as even thofe 
had neither officer to command them, nor enfign to 
ademble under, they were foon put to fiight, and pur- 
fued by the cavalry. Some retired to the camp, others 
to the fored, and the latter found mod fafety. The 
camp was taken the fame day. Orders were given 
to carry all the gold and diver to the Conful; the 
red of the fpoils were abandoned to the foldiers. 

Sixty thoufand men were either killed or made pri- 
foners in this aftion. In confequence of the lofs of 
this battle the principal cities of Hetruria, and the 
mod opulent in thofe days, Perufia, Cortona, and 
Arretium, fent deputies to Rome to demand peace, 
and a treaty of alliance. A truce for thirty years was 
granted them. 

The entrance of Fabius into the Ciminian fored Liv. 1. 9 . 
gave the Samnites no lefs joy than it had given Rome c- 3 8> 
alarm. A report had fpread amongd them, that the 
Roman army, always fond of hazardous enterprizes, 
had ralhly engaged in an unpayable fored, where the 
Hetrurians kept it fhut up in fuch a manner, that it 
was impoffible for it to retire, as had happened fome 
years before at Caudium. Their joy was mingled 
with a kind of jealoufy, that the glory of humbling 
the Romans fhould be transferred to another people. 

They therefore drew all their forces together, in or¬ 
der to crufh the Conful Marcius if they could ^ and if 
he refufed battle, they determined to fet out immedi¬ 
ately, and to crofs the countries of the Marfi and Sa¬ 
bines, in order to join the Hetrurians. We may 
judge from thence, how high their hatred rofe againd 
Rome. The Conful fpared them the pains of that 
march, and advanced to meet them. A bloody battle 
F f 2 enfued. 
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A. R. +44- enfued, in which the lofs was very great on both Tides, 
A " t „ c - and the viftory doubtful. However, as many of the 
* ‘ knights, and leveral legionary Tribunes, with a lieu¬ 
tenant-general were killed, and the Conful himfelf 
wounded, a report fpread at Rome, that the battle 
had been loft, which occafioned great confirmation. 

In this alarm, it was thought necefiary to nominate 
a Dictator, and every body call their eyes upon Papi- 
rius Curfor, undoubtedly the moft able and moll 
efteemed general of his times. But to fend a courier 
to Samnium, of which all the pafifes were in the hands 
of the enemy, was not fafe-, befides which, it was 
not certain whether Marcius were ftill alive. Fabius, 
the other Conful, was ftill in Hetruria: but it was 
known, that he had not yet forgot the rigor, with 
which Papirius had formerly adted in regard to him, 
and the confequences of the refentment, which he ftill 
retained on that account, were apprehended. The 
Senate deputed the moft illuftrious of their body to 
him, in order that their particular authority, uniting 
with that of the auguft affembly who fent them, might 
induce Fabius to get the better of his private animo- 
fity in confideration of the public good. The depu¬ 
ties opened their commiffion to him, and added fome 
advice conformable to the intentions of the Senate. The 
Conful heard them with his eyes fixed on the ground, 
and withdrew, leaving them uncertain as to what he 
would do. But the fame night (it was the cuftom 
to perform this ceremony in the night) he declared 
Papirius Diftator. The next day the deputies made 
him great compliments upon his generofity. But he 
ftill obferved a ftrift filence: fo * that it was eafy to 
difcern in his manner of behaviour the ftruggle of a 
great foul fuppreffing a warm refentment, not without 
difficulty. 

The Dictator, after having appointed C. Junius 
Bubulcus Matter of the Horfe, fet out with the le¬ 
gions, which had been levied juft before upon the re- 

* Ut appareret infignem dolorem ingenti comprimi animo. Liv. 
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port of the danger of the army in paffing the Ciminian 
foreft. Being arrived at Longula, and having taken 
the command of the troops from the Conful Marcius, 
he drew up his army, and offered the enemy battle, 
who did not feem to refufe it. Neither fide however 
beginning the aftion, night came on, and left: them 
in the fame pofture. They continued fome time en¬ 
camped near each other without moving, not becaufe 
they could not confide in their own forces, but be¬ 
caufe neither defpifed thofe of their enemy. 

In the mean time fome other aftions palled in He- 
truria. On one fide battle was given the Umbrians, ^ IV - lr 9 • 
who were routed and put to flight immediately, which 
occafioned their lofs not to be confiderable. On the 
other, the Hetrurians aflembled in great numbers near 
the lake of Vadimon. They had made their levies in 
a manner, which fhews how high their defire of venge¬ 
ance and their fury rofe, choofing man by man, and 
pronouncing terrible imprecations againft all fuch as 
fhould refufe to take arms, or fhould quit them with¬ 
out orders, Never had they fought with troops fo nu¬ 
merous and animated. In confequence they came im¬ 
mediately to blows, without any thoughts of ufing their 
darts. The aftion only augmented their ardor for the 
fight, fo that the Romans imagined they were not en¬ 
gaged with the Hetrurians, whom they had fo often 
conquered, but with a nation entirely new .and unknown 
to them. Neither fide knew what it was to give way 
or fly. The front lines on both fides having been cut 
to pieces, the fecond took their places. At length 
the referved troops advanced to engage. This refo* - 
lution and intrepidity were equal on both fides, and 
continued fo a great while, till the Roman horfe dif- 
mounting, advanced over the arms and dead bodies to 
the front. That reinforcement of entirely frefh troops 
put the front ranks of the Hetrurians into confufion 
and diforder. The other Roman foldiers, as much 
weakened as they were by wounds and fatigue,, refumed 
courage from the example of their horfe, and broke 
fhto the main body of the enemy. Their obftinacy 
F f 3 could 
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A. R. 444. could not hold out againft this new effort: they were 
reduced to give way, and at laft to fly. This defeat 
gave a mortal wound to the power of the Hetrurians, 
which it never after recovered. They loft in this battle 
the whole flower of their youth : and their camp was 
taken and plundered. 

The war with the Samnites was attended with al- 
moft equal danger and the like iiiccefs. Without 
fpeaking of their other preparations of war, in order 
to make their troops the more fplendid, and at the 
fame time the more terrible in their fenfe, they gave 
them arms of a new kind. Their army was divided 
into two bodies. The fhields of both were adorned 
with figures of curious workmanlhip, of the one 
with gold, and of the other with filver. Thefe 
fhields were large and fquare at top, to cover the 
breaft and the fhoulders, and gradually leflened to¬ 
wards the bottom, in order to their being the more 
light and manageable. Their cuirafs was a kind of 
coat of mail, which Livy expreffes by the word 
Spongia. Upon their left thighs they had cuiffes. 
Their helmets were fet off with a plume, to add to 
their ftature. The habits of the foldiers who carried 
a fhield adorned with gold, were party-coloured; 
thofe of the others were of extremely white linnen. 
Care had been taken to give the Romans notice of this 
new and pompous appearance of the enemy. Their 
commanders had induftrioufly animadverted to them, * 
“ That the foldier ought not to glitter with gold and 
filver, but to appear dreadful from arms of fteel and 
valour: that gold and filver were rather fpoils than 
armour: that they looked bright before action, but 
in battle, in the midft of blood and wounds, loft all 
their luftre. That courage was the true ornament of 
foldiers, that all that fplendor followed vidory ; and 

* Horridum militem efle debere; non caelatum auro & argento, fed 
ferro & animis fretum. Quippe ilia prsedam verius, quam arma efle $ 
nitentia ante rem, deformia inter languinem & vulnera. Virtutem 
efe militis decus, & omnia ilia vi&oriam fequi 5 & ditem hoflem, 
quamvis pauperis victoris praemium effe. Liy. 
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that however poor the vidtor was, the richeft enemy 
became his prey.” 

Papirius, after having fpoke thus, led on his troops 
to battle. He commanded the right wing, and his 
Mailer of the Horfe the left. As foon as they came 
to blows, the difpute of arms with the enemy was 
violent, but that of glory between the Didlator and 
Mailer of the Horfe was no lefs warm, each ilriving 
which of them ihould firil determine the victory to 
incline to his fide. Chance declared in favour of Ju¬ 
nius, who firil made the enemy give way upon the 
left wing. Thofe were the troops armed and cloathed 
in white, who before they came to the battle had laid 
themfelves under the moil horrid imprecations, not to 
fly. Junius, crying with a loud voice, that he devoted 
them to Pluto, charged them furioufly, and put them 
in diforder. The Didlator perceiving that, cried out: 
“ How! Shall the vidtory begin on the left wing, 
“ and fhall the right commanded by the Didlator 
“ have only the fecond rank ?” This reproach was a 
powerful incentive to animate the right wing. The 
troops adled univerfally with new ardor. The horfe 
piqued themfelves upon not giving place to the in* 
fantry, nor the lieutenants to the generals. M. Va¬ 
lerius on the right, P. Decius on the left, both per- 
fons of Confular dignity, advanced towards the horfe 
polled on the two wings, and having exhorted them 
to advance and lhare with them in the glory of de¬ 
feating the Samnites, they charged the enemy in flank 
on both fides at once. This unexpedted attack put 
all things in diforder. The legions at the fame time, 
railing new cries, pulhed them with vigour. The 
Samnites found no fafety but in flight. Their fear 
made them feek refuge at firil in their camp : but the 
fame dread foon made them quit it. The camp, was 
taken, plundered, and burnt before night. The Se¬ 
nate decreed the Didlator a triumph, of which the 
arms taken from the enemy were the principal orna¬ 
ments. There was fo much magnificence in them, 
that the gilded Ihields were divided amongft the maf- 
F f 4 ters 
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ters of the goldfmiths fhops round the Forum, to be 
difplayed for {hew, and to l'erve as ornaments to them. 
It is laid, that this gave occafion to the cuftom af¬ 
terwards introduced of adorning the Forum in a reli¬ 
gious folemnity during the celebration of games, 
wherein the ftatues of the Gods were carried in pro- 
ceffion to the Circus upon a kind of litters, called 
Thenfae : from whence comes the expreffion frequent 
enough amongft the ancients, thenfas ducere. 

Fabius, the fame year, without much difficulty 
defeated the remainder of the Hetrurians near Peru- 
fia, who had broke the truce. He would have taken 
that city by force, but it prevented the afiault, and 
furrendered. After having put a garrjfon into it, and 
fent the deputies of Hetruria, who demanded peace, 
before him to Rome, he returned thither himfelf, and 
obtained a triumph ftill more illuftrious than that of 
the Diftafor. P. Decius and M. Valerius lhared with 
the latter in the glory of the victory gained over the 
Samnites. The People expreffed their gratitude to 
them on that account at the approaching election by 
unanimoufiy electing the one Conful, and the other 
Praetor. This was the fourth time the Prsetorffiip had 
been conferred on Valerius. 

. Ch Fabius III. 

P. Decius II. 

In the allotment of provinces, Hetruria fell to 
Decius, and Samnium to Fabius. The latter defeat¬ 
ed the Samnites, and his victory coft him little. The 
Marli and Peligni, who came to their aid, had the 
fame fate, 

Decius was no lefs fuccefsful on his fide. He 
obliged, the people of Tarquinii to fupply his troops 
with corn, and to demand a truce of him for forty 
years. He took feveral places from the Volfinienfes, 
and demolifhed fome of them, that they might not 
ferve for retreats to the enemy. In carrying his arms 
throughout the country he fpread fo great a terror. 
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that the whole nation in a body fent deputies to de- A -R-44s 
mand peace of him. They could not obtain it. They Ant - c - 
were granted only a truce of an year, on condition of 3 ° 7 ' 
paying the Roman army for one year, and fupplying 
each of the foldiers with two habits. 

After fo many defeats every thing one would think 
fhould have been quiet on the fide of Hetruria. But 
the revolt of the Umbrians, a very powerful people, 
whom the war had coft only fome incurfions into their 
country, drew after it that of the greateft part of the 
Hetrurians. They had raifed fo numerous an army, 
that they believed it impoffible to refill: them. Speak¬ 
ing of themfelves in magnificent terms, and of the 
Romans with the utmoft contempt, they reckoned to 
leave Decius behind them, fo little they regarded him, 
and to march direftly to befiege Rome. As foon as 
the Conful was apprized of that defign, he fet out from 
Hetruria, and by great marches returned towards 
Rome. In order to obferve the motions of the enemy, 
he halted in the territory of Pupinia. 

Rome was not without alarm in refpedt to the war 
with the Umbrians. Their menaces, though they 
had perhaps more rodomontade than reality in them, 
did not fail to give her fome apprehenfion, remem¬ 
bering what Ihe had fuffered from the Gauls. Depu¬ 
ties were therefore fent to the Conful Fabius, to en¬ 
gage him. to march his army into Umbria as foon as 
pofiible, if the affairs of Samnium would admit. He 
fet out diredtly, and by great marches arrived at Me- 
vania, where the army of the Umbrians then was. 

The fudden arrival of the Conful, whom they be¬ 
lieved far from Umbria employed in another war in 
Samnium, furprized and terrified them to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that fome of them were of opinion it was necef- 
lary to Ihut themfelves up in their ftrong places. 

Others were for renouncing the war entirely. How¬ 
ever fome, more bold or more ralh than the reft, de¬ 
termined upon giving battle immediately. Accord- 
ingly. they attacked Fabius, whilft he was employed 
in intrenching his camp. He made his foldiers quit 
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. the work, drew them up in battle •, and putting them 
in mind of the many viftories they had gained, he ex¬ 
horted them to revenge the infolence of thofe people, 
who threatened to befiege Rome. They were full of 
cheerfulnefs and valour, and did not wait the fignal, 
nor till the trumpets founded, but fell diredtly upon 
the enemy. They began by pulling the enfigns out of 
the hands of thofe who carried them, and then dragged 
the carriers themfelves to the Conful’s feet. The Um¬ 
brians fcarce made any refiftance, and upon the firft 
orders, which the Conful caufedto bedifperfed through¬ 
out the whole army, that fuch as would fave their lives 
ihould lay down their arms, they all furrendered that 
moment. The next and the following days all the 
other States of Umbria did the fame. 

Fabius, victorious over a people, and in a war 
which were not in his province, led back his army in¬ 
to the country of the Samnites. In reward of fo im¬ 
portant a fervice, he was continued in the command 
for the following yean 

Appius Claudius. 

, L. Volumnius. 

Volumnius was fent againft the Salentini, new ene¬ 
mies, who till then had been out of the reach of the 
Roman arms. He acquired great reputation in that 
war, gained feveral battles, and took fome cities. 
He * abandoned the fpoils willingly to the foldiers, 
and feafoned a liberality, of itfelf highly agreeable, 
with fo graceful and infinuating a behaviour, as added 
a new value to it, and acquired him the hearts. of 
all the troops. In confequence, to pleafe him, they 
went through the fevereft labours with joy, and con¬ 
fronted the greateft dangers with intrepidity. Such, 
a quality in a general, vaftly exalts the courage of an 
army, and in fome meafure doubles its number. 

* Prsedse erat largitor, & benignitatem per fe gratam comitate ad- 
juvabat, militemque iis artibus fecerat & periculi & laboris avidum. 
Liv. 


Fabius 
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Fabius the Pro-conful gained, on his fide, new 
advantages over the Samnites. 

P. Cornelius Arvina. 

CKMarcius Tremulus. 

The Samnites were often defeated but never fub- Liv - *• 9- 
jefted. They loft a battle this year, in which they c ' 43 ' 
had thirty thoufand men killed.. 

Livy mentions a third treaty made with the Car¬ 
thaginians at this time. 
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L. POSTUM1US. 
T. Minucius. 


A.R.44S, 
Ant. C. 
304. 


The Confuls were both fent againft the Samnites, Lir. 1. 9 . 
but in different places. Sometimes together and fom©- c - 44- 
times feparate, they acted always in concert, beat the 
Samnites on feveral occafions, and took fome towns 
from them. 


P. Sulpicius Saverrxo. 
Sempronius * Sophus. 
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Though there was little reafon to confide in the Uv. 1; 
promifes of the Samnites, however, at their earneft c - 45- 
follicitation, the ancient treaty with them was re¬ 
newed. 

At the fame time the Confuls turned their arms 
againft the iEqui, the ancient enemies of the Roman 
people, who after having long continued in fufficient 
tranquillity, had fome ftiort time before aided the 
Samnites, and taken upon them to infult the Romans. 
When they faw the army of the enemy upon their 
lands, they did not dare to face it, though they had 
confiderably numerous forces. They chofe to retire 
into their refpe&ive cities, refolving to make a good 
defence there. The Romans attacked them one after 

* Thjs Sempronius is the only one, to whom the Romans gave the 
firname of Sophus, that is to fay, the Wife. His extraordinary know¬ 
ledge of the law acquired liimfo glorious a title. Pompon, de or. juris. 

another, 
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another, and carried them all by ftorm in fifty-five 
days to the number of forty-one. They demolilhed 
and burnt moft of them,' and the nation of the JEqui 
.was almoft entirely deftroyed. This example of fe- 
verity induced the Marrucini, Marfi, Peligni, and 
Frentani,- to fend Deputies to Rome to demand a treaty 
of peace : which was granted them. 

. The fame year C. Flavius the Regifter, a man of 
mean birth, his father having been a freed-man, but 
of underhand ing and eloquence, was made Curule 
iEdile. As, according to fome Authors, he was ac¬ 
tually fubordinate to die dEdiles in quality of Regifter, 
and for that reafon the perfon who prefided in the 
afiembly, feeing him upon the point of being chofen 
riEdile, refufed to admit him as qualified, he declar¬ 
ed to the afiembly upon oath, that he would exercife 
the office of Regifter no longer : fome write, that he 
had quitted it before. However that were, he well 
knew how to avenge himfelf upon the nobility for their 
contempt of his birth. The * Pontiffs (they were of 
the Patrician order) had made themfelves inafters of 
what was then called the Civil Law : that is, they alone 
knew the days, on which it was lawful to plead, be¬ 
came the Fafti, wherein thofe days were fet down, 
were only in their hands. It was therefore neceffary 
to have recourfe to them, and to confult them con¬ 
tinually upon the affairs of particulars, that occurred, 
which occafioned their being in great confideration. 
This .Flavius, whom they fupremely defpifed, was a 
perfon of more art and dexterity than themfelves, and 
played them a trick, of which they had not'the leaft 
fufpicion, in difclofmg all their myfteries. He ftole 
from them their whole fcience, copied their collection 
of the 4 forms of law, and of the Fafti, which they 

* Poftet agi lege, nec ne, duci quondam fciebant: faftos enim vulga 
non liabebant. Erant in magna potentia qui conlulebantur. Pro 
Murasn. n. 25. 

f Civile jus & Fafti, terms ufed here by Livy are two different 
things, of which the Pontiffs had made themfelves mafters. Civile 
jus, fignified the forms according to which an a< 5 tion was brought 
before the judges, or according to which the a&ion of an adverlary 
was to be anfwered. Fafti, was the book wherein the juridical days 
were fet down. 

keot 
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kept carefully locked up> made them public, anden-^ 
abled the whole city to know of themfelves on what 
days they might plead,- and what forms it was necel- 
fary to ufe. 

He carried another point againft the nobility, which 
mortified them exceedingly. This was a dedication 
of a temple, an honour much follicited amongft the 
Romans, becaufe the name of the dedicator was in- 
fcribed upon the front of that facred edifice. The 
temple here in queftion was that of Concord. The 
great Pontiff 7 was firft to pronounce certain words, 
which the perfon who was charged with the ceremony 
repeated after him. The Pontiff, in defpair to be ob¬ 
liged to render the declared enemy of his collegue 
that fervice, fought all means for avoiding it, and 
pretended that only a Conful, or a general of an army, 
could dedicate a temple. The affair was carried be¬ 
fore the People, and the great Pontiff was caff. The 1 
Senate caufed an ordinance to be paffed by the People, 
that from thenceforth no perfon fnould dedicate a tem¬ 
ple or an altar without the permiffion of the Senate, or 
the majority of the Tribunes. 

There happened alfo another affair, little in itfelf, 
and which would not be worth repeating, if it were’ not 
a proof of the Plebeian liberty in relpcct to the pride 
of the nobles. Flavius went to ptfy his collegue, who 
was fick, avifit. When he entered his chamber, not 
one of the young nobility who were there rofe up to 
Ihew him relpeft as was ufual, but all kept their feats. 
Flavius was not in the lead dafhed ; but * ordered his 
Curule-chair to be brought in, which was the mark of 
his dignity, and from that feat of honour had the fa- 
tisfaftion to enjoy at his eafe the pain he gave thofe 
who envied him. Perfons, fo foolifhly infatuated with 
the nobility of their birth, well deferved fuch a morti¬ 
fication. \ • 

For the reft, the manner, in which Flavius attained 
the iEdilefhip, did him no honour. We have obfe'rv- 

* Curulem afFerri fellam eo juflit, ac fede (id eft e fed?) anxios in- 
vidia inimicos fpeftavit. Liv. 

ed 
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A - R- 449-ed that Appius, through views of ambition, had dif- 
C ‘ perfed the populace, that is to fay, the dregs of the 
people, into all the Tribes. It was this rabble who 
chofe Flavius iEdile. 

From this change, Rome was in a manner divided 
into two parts : that of the founder part of the People, 
who refpedted virtue, and were in the intereft of per- 
fons of worth, and that of the Populace and meaneft 
fort, who formed a diftindt faction. Things continued 
in this condition till the Cenforfhip of Fabius and 
P. Decius, which cannot be placed in any other year 
than that of which we are fpeaking, according to fome, 
and even Livy himfelf. Fabius, to fupport concord 
in the city, and at the fame time to prevent the dregs 
of the People from ruling in the affemblies, who be¬ 
ing difperfed into all the tribes, formed always the 
majority of voices in them, included them all in four 
tribes only, and thofe city-tribes. In this he only re- 
ftored things to their original inftitution. Servius 
Tullius, author of the divifion of the tribes, deftined 
thofe of the city for the reception of the inferior peo¬ 
ple and freed-men j and for that reafon thofe of the 
city were the leaft honourable. This diftindtion of 
the different orders of the citizens re-eftablifhed by 
Fabius, was To well received by the publick, that it 
acquired him the firname of Maximus (moft great) 
which all his victories had not attained. 

It is alfo faid, that it was he who inftituted the fo- 
lemn review of the Roman knights, which was made 
every year on the fifteenth of July, wherein, divided 
into fquadrons, crowned with olive branches, dreffed 
in their robe of ceremony ( trabea ) and mounted on 
their horfes, they went in pomp either from the temple 
of Mars, which was without the walls, or from the 
Lib. 6 . temple of Honour, to the Capitol. In this manner Dio- 

P* 35 1 - nyfius Halicarnaffenfis defcribes this cavalcade: but 
he fuppofes it inftituted immediately after the battle 
at the Lake of Regills. 


SECT. 
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SECT. III. 


Two new colonies eftablifhed . JEqui checked. Grecian 
fleet repulfed. againft the Marfi and Hetrurians 

eafily terminated. Plebeians are admitted to the 

dignity of Pontiffs and Augurs. Law of appeals to 
the People renewed. Two Tribunes added to the number 
of thofe magiftrates. The Hetrurians engage the Gauls 
to join them. The latter , after having received the 
fums agreed on , refufe to perform conditions. War with 
the Hetrurians and Samnites. Fabius is elected Conful 
againft his will: Decius Mus is given him for his col¬ 
logue. They march againft the Samnites , gain great 
advantages over them , and ravage their whole country . 
Ap. Claudius and L. Volumnius are chofen Confuls. 
Decius , to whom the command had been continued for 
fix months , defeats the army of the Samnites , and obliges 
it to quit the country. It marches to join the Hetrurians. 
Decius takes feveral places in Samnium. Volumnius 
marches thither with his army , as Appius does into He - 
truria , where he had little fuccefs. Volumnius removes 
with his army into Hetruria. He is very ill received 
by his collegue. The troops oblige him to ft ay there. The 
two Confuls gain a confiderable victory over the Hetru¬ 
rians ^ whom the Samnites had joined. Volumnius re¬ 
turns into Samnium y where he defeats the Samnites , and 
takes from them the booty they had made in Campania. 
News arrives from Hetruria , which occafions great con* 
fternation. The defeat of the Samnites abates the alarm. 
Two colonies are fent into Samnium. On the report of 
terrible preparations for a war in Hetruria , j^. Fabius 
and P. Decius are chofen Confuls. New altar inftituted 
to Plebeian chaftity. Ufurers fined . 


L. Genuciius. 
Ser. Cornelius. 
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R OME was at that time almoft exempt from fo¬ 
reign wars. Two colonies were fent abroad: 
the one of four thoufand men to Sora, and the other 

of 
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of fix thoufand to Alba * Fucentis, a city of the iEqui. 
The freedom of Rome was given at the fame time to 
the Arpinates and Tribtdani. We fee Rome at this 
time difcharged of ten thoufand poor citizens. How 
wifely inftituted was this cuftom, almoft as ancient as 
the city itfelf, of removing from time to time the fu- 
pernumerary load of inhabitants from the capital city, 
for relieving the diftrefs of thofe who had no means of 
life ; for leflening and weakening the multitude of 
the poorer fort, who are always ready to raife tumults, 
when they are very numerous, and together •, to awe 
the cities of the provinces by this kind of garrifon ; 
and to infpire the fubjefts newly conquered with the 
fpirit, and maxims of, as well as affeftion for, the 
Roman government. 

. M. Livius. 

M. .ZEmi lius. 

The fEqui, though reduced to extreme weaknefs, 
undertook to expel the Roman colony, that had been 
fettled in their country. It fufficed at firll to check 
them. An army was afterwards fent from Rome, 
that entirely fubjedled them. 

A Grecian fleet, under the command of f Cleony- 
mus the Lacedtemonian, landed in Italy, and took the 
city of J Thurii, in the country of the Salentines. 
The Conful iEmilius obliged Cleonymus to betake 
himfelf to his fhips, and to go in quell of fortune elfe- 
where. Carried by the winds to the bottom of the 
Adriatick Gulph, he landed again, and advanced to 
Patavium (Padua) in the country of the Veneti; and 
after various adventures was obliged to retire with 
fcarce a fifth part of his fleet. Livy, born at Padua, 

* This city is placed in the country of the Marii. It is probable 
that the ^Equi having been almoft entirely extirpated, .the Marii their 
neighbours fettled in their late country, and gave it their name. And 
indeed, in fucceeding times there is no mention of the Asquiat all. 

+ This Cleonymus was the fon of Cleomenes king of Sparta, and 
uncle to king Araeus. 

t Thurii, a city built out of the ruins, and in the neighbourhood 
of the ancient Sybaris. 

has 
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has done his country the honour to relate the partidt- V k. 4-sU 
lars of the advantage gained by the Paduans over nt ' c °- 
Cleonymus. 

Rome had two wars to fuftain. The firft was a- 
gainft the Marfi, who were defeated with no great 
difficulty by the Dictator M. Valerius Maximus. He 
found more refiftance from the Hetrurians: but at 
length he gained a confiderable victory over them, 
which obliged them to demand peace. He permitted 
them to fend Deputies to Rome, after having made 
them advance the pay of the army for a year, andfur- 
nilh it with corn for two months. Rome only grant¬ 
ed them a truce for two years. The Dictator returned 
in triumph into the city, and was made Conful for the 
following year. 


M. Valerius Maximus. A.R.4.^; 

Cb Appuleius. a ^ c * • 

No difputes had been heard of a greht while be- Liv. 1. 10 ; 
tween the Patricians and Plebeians. Two Tribunes c * 6 "“ s * 
of the People, and Cm Ogulnius, excited one in re- 
fpeft to the Priefthood, of which till then all the offices, 
except that of keepers of the Sibyl’s books, had been 
folely in the hands of the Patricians. The dignities 
of Augurs and Pontiffs were the fubjedt of the prefent 
conteft. When the Augurs were firffc inftituted, three 
had been created, one for each of the ancient tribes 
(Ramnes, Titienfes, and Luceres). Three more were 
afterwards added : for the addition was always made 
by an odd number, in order that each tribe might 
always have a like number of Augurs. There fhould 
have been fix at that time: of which it is probable 
that two were dead, as there were two vacancies in 
the college of Augurs. It appears, from what Livy 
fays in this place, that the name ofPriefts (Sacerdotes) 
was equally given, and common, both to the Augurs 
and Pontiffs. The Tribunes propofed, that the col¬ 
lege of Augurs fhould be augmented to the number 
of nine, and that of the Pontiffs to eight •, and that all 
Vol. II. G g the 
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• the offices, to be filled up in virtue of this aug¬ 
mentation, ffiould be occupied by Plebeians. 

The Patricians faw with abundance of grief, that 
the priefthood was all'o to be difputed with them, the 
only diftiniEtion, and privilege, which they retained of 
their ancient grandeur : for the Plebeians had divefted 
them of the foie right to Confulihips, Cenforlhips, and 
Triumphs. But, accuftomed to be always overcome 
in this kind of difputes, they gave way in this almoft 
ivithout refiftance, contenting themfelves with faying, 
“ That this change by which religion was profaned, 
regarded the Gods; and that they wilhed it might not 
draw down fome misfortune upon the commonwealth.” 

There were, however, fome harangues for and a- 
gainft the law fpoke before the people. Appius Clau¬ 
dius pleaded for the right of the Patricians, and P. 
Decius Mus for the Plebeians. The latter, reprefent- 
ing the image and attitude of his father Decius, when 
covered with the moft auguft habit, and Handing up¬ 
on a fpear, he devoted himfelf for the People and Le¬ 
gions ; Decius, I fay, demanded, “ Whether one 
could believe, that his father had appeared lefs pure 
and agreeable in the fight of the immortal Gods, than 
his collegue T. Manlius would have done ? And 
whether he who had offered himfelf as a facrifice to the 
Gods, in the name and for the prefervation of the 
commonwealth, might not have been chofen a prieft ? 
Has there been reafon to repent the vows, which fo 
many Plebeian Confuls and Dictators, either in fetting 
out for the army or in battle, have made for the com¬ 
monwealth, and which the Gods had heard ? Since 
the Roman armies had been confided to the conduct 
of the Plebeians, and had fought under their aufpices, 
had they reckoned fewer triumphs amonglt them, than 
amongft the Patricians ? Wherefore then, as they 1 
ffiared* the offices of Prtetor, Conful, Dictator, and the 
honour of triumphs, with the Patricians, ffiould they 
not alfo ffiare the dignities of Augur and Pontiff with 
them ? That where merit was equal, honours ought 
alfo to be fo. In a word, added he, it feems to me 

(and 
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(and I hope the. Gods will not be offended at what I A.R.45** 
am going to fay) that after all the marks of diftin&ion, / “^ 4 C ‘ 
with which the Roman people have adorned us, we 
are no lefs capable of doing honour to the priefthood, 
than we are of receiving honour from it; and that if 
we defire it with fo much ardor, it is lefs out of am¬ 
bition and the view of exalting odrfelves, than a mo¬ 
tive of religion and for the honour of the ,Gods.” I 
am not furprized at a Roman’s talking in this man* 
ner. All that the Pagans heard of their God9, could 
not infpire them with great refpedt for fuch divinities. 

The People demanded, that the Tribes fhould pro¬ 
ceed to their fuffrages, and there was no room to 
doubt in what manner they would have decided. It 
was, however, deferred by the oppofition of fome 
Tribunes. The next day the opponents joined their 
collegues, and it was paffed unanimoufly. Four Pon¬ 
tiffs were created, at the head of whom was P. Decius 
Mus, the author of the law, and five Augurs, all 
Plebeians. 

The fame year the Conful, M. Valerius, Renewed 
the law concerning appeals to the People. It had 
been paffed at firft by Valerius Publicola; next by 
Valerius Potitus; and in the third place it was renew¬ 
ed now by Valerius Corvus. The reafon no doubt of 
renewing this law at different times, was becaufe the 
credit of particulars was too flrong for this inftitution, 
and oppreffed the liberty of the People. Only the 
law Portia, paffed long after, could fecure the per- 
fons of the citizens, in laying great penalties upon 
fuch as fhould fcourge, or caufe a citizen to be put to 
death. The * law Valeria, in prohibiting the fcourg- 
ing or putting to death of one, who fhould appeal to 
the People, added only, that he who fhould a£t in 
another manner, would do ill. Happy age, wherein 
this refiedion, “ Whoever fhould tranfgrefs the law, 

* Valeria lex, ctimeum qui provocaffet, Virgis csedi fecurique necarl 
vetuiffet, (i quis adverfus ea fecifTet, nihil'ultra, quamirnprobe fa£him, 
adjecit. Id (qui turn pudor hominum erat) vifum, credo, vinculum 
fatis vaiidum legis. Nunc vix ferio ita minetur quifquam. LiV. 
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would do ill,” was. a fufficient tie to prevent men from 
the violation of it. Who in thefe times, cries Livy, 
would ferioufly threaten in fuch a manner ? 

M. Fulvius P^tinus. 
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T. Manlius Torquatus. 


All the centuries were inclined to eleft Q^Fabius 
Conful. He infinuated, that at prefent a magiftracy, 
of which the functions fhould confine him to the city, 
would enable him to do the State moft fervice. It 
was not difficult to conceive what he defired, though 
he did not demand it. He was created Curule iEdile 
with L. Papirius Curfor. This fad feems doubtful to 
Livy. 

The Cenfors compleated the Cenfus this year with 
the ufual ceremonies. 

Two tribes were alfo added to the old ones, the 
Anienfis and Terentina: which made them amount 
to thirty-three. 

Liv. 1 . io. Nequinum, a city of Umbria, where Narnia was 
c- jo- afterwards built, was taken by the treachery of two of 
its inhabitants. 

The Hetrurians made preparations for a war with 
the Romans, though the truce was not expired : but 
an irruption of the Gauls into their country deferred 
the execution of it. As the Hetrurians were very 
rich, they endeavoured to make thefe new enemies 
their allies by the means of money, in order to be the 
better able to attack the Romans with their united 
forces. The Gauls willingly accepted the propofal, 
and agreed upon the price. When they had received 
it, and were to fet out, they faid, that to march againft 
the Romans had not been included in the contract, and 
that they had only engaged not to ravage the’ lands of 
the Tufcans, and not to attack thofe who cultivated 
them. That however they would follow them againft 
the Romans, if they thought fit, without requiring 
any other reward from them, except that they would 
grant them fome part of their country to fettle in, in 

order 
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order that they might at length have a fixed and quiet A - R - 453 - 
abode. The Hetrurians held feveral afiemblies on A “^ C * 
this propofal: but could not come into it. It was 
not fo much the diminution of their dominions that 
prevented them, as the fear of having fo fierce and en- 
terprizing a people for their neighbours. Thus not 
being able to terminate the affair, the Gauls retired, 
carrying with them a confide rable fum of money, 
which had not coft them much pains, but which ac¬ 
quired them no reputation for equity and faith to their 
engagements. The fear of being attacked at the fame 
time by the Hetrurians and Gauls gave the Romans 
great alarm; which-induced them to conclude a treaty 
immediately with the Picentes, a people in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Samnium. 

The province of Hetruria had fallen by lot to theLiv. 1 .10. 
Conful Manlius. He had. fcarce entered the enemy’s c * "• 
country, when he died of a fall from his horfe. 

The Hetrurians took this event as a good omen for 
them, and full of confidence immediately affured 
themfelves of the fuccefs of a war, which the Gods 
themfelves feemed to have began. Their joy was 
fhort-lived. When they faw M. Valerius Corvus enter 
their country, who had been fubftituted to the Con¬ 
ful lately dead, they dared not fhew themfelves in the 
field, but kept clofe in their towns. Valerius ravaged 
all the flat country. 

Advice came from the Picentes, that the Samnites 
were preparing to take arms again •, and the Senate 
turned their principal attention that way. 

L. Cornelius Scipio, 

Cn. Fulvius. 

The beginning of this year the Lucanians fent de¬ 
puties to the new Confuls, “ to complain that the 
Samnites had made incurfions into, and ravaged, their 
country, becaufe, notwithftanding all the inftances 
they could make, they had refufed to join them againfl: 
the Romans. They faid, that their paft faults had 
9g 3 made 
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made them wife, and that they were refolved to fuffep 
every thing rather than confent to declare againfl: Rome. 
That they defired the Senate to take the Lucanians 
under their prote&ion, and to defend them againfl; 
the Samnites. That, though they had already given 
fufficiently ftrong proofs of their attachment to the 
Romans in drawing the arms of the Samnites upon 
themfeives, they were however ready to giye hollages 
for their behaviour.” 

The Senate was not long in deliberating upon 
this demand. They concluded a treaty with the 
Lucanians, and fent heralds immediately to the 
Samnites, to tell them to withdraw their troops di¬ 
rectly from the lands of their allies. On their way 
they met deputies from the Samnites, who had or¬ 
ders to declare to them, that if they addrefled them¬ 
feives to any affembly of the Samnites, they would not 
be heard with impunity. Rome hefitated no longer, 
and the war was declared againfl the Samnites in all 
the forms. 

The Confuls divided the provinces between them. 
Hetruria fell by lot to Scipio, and Samnium to Ful- 
vius. Scipio expefted a flo'vv war like that of the fore- 
going ye#r: but the enemy marched to meet him at 
Volaterra. The battle continued a great part of the 
day, and was very bloody on both fides. Night left 
the armies uncertain which had the advantage. The 
next* meaning diftinguifhed the viftors from the van- 
quifhed. The Hetrurians had abandoned their camp 
in the dead of night. The Romans advanced in ord6r 
of battle, and perceiving, that the enemy, by their 
precipitate retreat, had yielded them the vi£tory, en¬ 
tered the camp of the Hetrurians, where they took 
confiderable fpoils. From thence, the Conful led his 
troops into the country of the Falifci, and leaving his 
baggage in Falerii with a body of troops to guard It, 
entered the enemy’s country, and put all to fire and 
fword, without undertaking any fiege however; pro¬ 
bably becaufe he was not in a condition to attack the 
fortreftes ? into which the Hetrurians had retired. ' 

• v “ 1 ' Fulviu* 
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Fulvius gained alfo a confiderable vitftory over the A.R.454. 
Samnites near Bovianum, which fell to the vi&or’s 
fhare. Soon after he took Aufidena by aflault. The 
fame year a colony was fent to Carfeoli in the country 
of the iEqui. The Conful Fulvius triumphed over 
the Samnites. ' 

At the approach of the aflemblies for the election of L * 1V j I0> 
Confuls, a report fpread, that the Hetrurians andc. 13—15. 
Samnites were raifing great armies •, that amongft the 
former, the principal perfons of the nation were warm¬ 
ly reproached in all their aflemblies, for not having 
engaged the Gauls on their fide on any conditions 
whatsoever : that the Samnites were very angry with 
their magiftrates, for having oppofed the Roman 
troops with an army intended againft the Lucanians ; 
and laftly, that two powerful people having united 
their forces, it appeared, that there was every thing 
to apprehend from this war. The moft illuftrious 
Romans, offering themfelves as Candidates for the 
Confulfhip, the general alarm of the city induced 
every body to call their eyes upon Fabius Maximus, 
who did not Hand at firft; and when he faw that the 
fuffrages feemed to declare for him, openly refufed it. 

* “ Why, faid he, after having palled through all 
employments, and received all rewards, fhould they 
at his agefollicit him to take upon him the command 
again ? That he had no longer the fame ftrength either 
of body or mind. That befide, he apprehended the 
capricious revolutions of fortune, and left fome divi¬ 
nity fhould at length find his fuccefs too great, too 
conftant, and too much above the condition of a mor¬ 
tal. That he had fucceeded to the glory of his ancef- 
tors, and that it was with joy he faw himfelf fucceeded 
by others. That great honours were not wanting at 

* Quid fe jam fenem, ac perfunftum laboribus laborumque prsemiis, 
follicitarent ? Nec corporis nec animi vigorem remanere eundem. Et 
fortunam ipfam vereri, ne cui deorum nimia jam in fs fortuna, & 
conftantior, quam velint humanse res, videatur, Et fe glorise fenio- 
rum fuccreville, & ad fuam gloriam confurgentes alios lictum adfpi- 
cere. Nec honores magnos viris fortiflimis Koinje, nec honoribus 
^eeffe fortes yiros, Erv, 
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t- Rome to perfons of valour, nor perfons of valour to 
honours.” This model!: refufal only augmented the 
people’s earned: defire of him. Fabius conceiving, 
that he might check them by refpeft for the laws, 
caufed one to be read, by which it was prohibited to 
re-eledt the fame citizen Conful before the expiration 
of ten years. The noife and murmuring was To great, 
that it was fcarce heard. The Tribunes declared, that 
law fhould be no obftacle to the defire of the aflembly: 
and that they would propofe to the people, that it 
fhould be difpenfed with in refpedt to Fabius. The 
latter perfifted in his refufal, and a Iked, “ Why laws 
were made, if they were to be infringed by thole who 
made them. * That the laws governed no longer, but 
were governed by the caprice of men.” The People, 
however, perfevered in their own opinion, and as each 
century was called upon to vote, it made no difficulty 
to nominate Fabius Conful. Overcome by fo deter¬ 
minate an unanimity, “ May the Gods, Romans, faid 
“ he, make your choice fuccefsful. For the reft as 
u you difpofe of me at your will, grant me alfo one 
“ favour on your fide, in giving me P. Decius for 
f‘ my collegue, a perfon certainly worthy of you, 
“ worthy of his father, and in whom I am lure, from 
* e - the experience of the paft when we were Confuls 
“ together, of finding a collegue difpofed to live in 
“ perfect union with me.” The demand feemed too 
juft to admit a moment’s hefitation. All the centuries 
that remained to vote, gave him the collegue he de- 
fired. 

This year the iEdiles cited a great number of ci¬ 
tizens to take their trials, for pofleffing more land 
than the law permitted, Almoft none of them 
could juftify themfelves. This bold and refolute pro¬ 
ceeding gave a powerful check to the avidity of par¬ 
ticulars. 

* Jam regi leges, non regere* 
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Whilft the new Confuls deliberated together con¬ 
cerning the operations of the war, the number of 
troops it was neeeffary to levy for each army,/ and the 
province it was proper for each of them to choofe, 
deputies arrived from Sutrium, Nepete, and Falerii, 
who informed the Confuls, that all the States of He- 
truria held alfembiies in order to treat of peace. This 
news occafioned the turning of the whole weight of 
the war againft the Samnites. 

The two Confuls fet out at the fame time from 
Rome, and marched into Samnium, Fabius through 
the territory of Sora, and Decius through that of the 
Sidicini: and they took different routes for the con- 
veniency of forage and provifions, and to keep the 
Samnites in the greater uncertainty in refpeft to the 
place where they fhould attack them. When they 
arrived in the enemy’s country, each ravaged it on 
his fide, though with lefs attention to plunder, than 
to obferve the enemy. The Samnites in confequence, 
who expected to attack them in palling a valley from 
an eminence, where they had poked themfelves near 
Tifernum, could not furprize them. Fabius, hav¬ 
ing left his baggage in a place of fecurity, with a body 
of troops fufficient to guard it, advanced with his 
army in order of battle to the place, where the ene¬ 
my waited for him. The latter feeing themfelves dif- 
covered, and that it was neceffary to defcend into the 
open field, prepared for battle with more valour than 
hope. For the reft, whether they had drawn together 
all the forces of Samnium, or that the extreme dan¬ 
ger to which they were reduced, rendered them in¬ 
trepid, they fuftained the firft attack with fuch incre¬ 
dible ardor and refolution, as gave the Romans ter¬ 
ror. Fabius, feeing there was no making them give 
way, fent to tell the cavalry that their aid was necef- 
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A ^ R -455'fary, the foot not being able to break the enemy. 

^', C ‘ However, in cafe force fhould not fucceed, he thought 
it neceffary to ufe ftratagem. He ordered Scipio his 
lieutenant to detach the Haftati of the firft legion 
from the grofs of the army with as little noife as pof- 
fible, to take a compafs with them as fecretly as he 
could round the tops of the neighbouring mountains, 
and to make them lhew themfelves on a fudden to the 
enemy, and charge them in their furprize in the rear. 
All the orders of the Conful were punctually executed. 
But whatever efforts' the horfe ufed, they could nei¬ 
ther break the ranks of the Samnites, nor penetrate 
them any where; and after many ineffectual attempts 
were obliged to retire from the fight. Their retreat 
infinitely augmented the courage of the enemy, and 
the Romans could not long have fuftained fo vigorous 
an attack, to which fuccefs added new force, if the 
fecond line, by the Conful’s order, had not taken the 
place of the firft. Thefe entirely frefh troops put a 
flop to the impetuofity of the enemy. At the fame 
moment, the Haftati appeared very opportunely on 
the top of the mountains, and raffed loud cries. The 
alarm was great amongft the Samnites, and Fabius 
augmented it confiderably, in fpreading a rumour, 
that it was his collegue Decius who approached. All , 
the troops immediately cried out with the greateft 
joy, that the other Conful was at hand with fiis legi¬ 
ons. This error, which was of the greateft advan¬ 
tage to the Romans, put the Samnites into a conftet- 
nation. In their fear of being attacked after a long 
and rude battle, that had extremely fatigued them, 
by troops newly arrived, and entirely frefh, they be¬ 
took themfelves to flight, and difperfed on all fides. 
This prevented the (laughter from being very confi- 
derable, and proportioned to the greatnefs of the vic¬ 
tory. Only three thoufand four hundred men were 
killed, and three hundred and thirty taken, with 
twenty-three enfigns. 

The 


FABIUS, DECIUS, Confuls. ' 459 

The Apulians would have joined the Samnites be- A ' R> 455- 
fore the battle, if the Conful P. Decius, who had in- ^' 7- C * 
camped before Maleventum (afterwards called Bene- 
ventum) had not given them battle, and defeated 
them. They made no long refiftance ; and in confe- 
quence loft only two thoufand men. Decius having 
nothing to fear from them, marched his troops into 
Samnium. 

When he arrived there, the two Confular armies 
difperfing on all fides, ravaged the whole country 
during the fpace of five months. Decius encamped 
in forty-five different places, and the other Conful in 
fourfcore and fix. The troops left every where be¬ 
hind them in Samnium fad traces of their encamp¬ 
ments. Fabius took alfo the city of Cimetra, and 
in it two thoufand four hundred prifpners, and loft 
only four hundred and thirty men in attacking that 
place. 

Fabius returned to Rome to prefide in the eledfcion 
of the new Confuls. The Centuries that were firft 
called upon to give their votes, continued him una- 
nimoufly. Appius Claudius, a perfon of Confular 
dignity, who prefented himfelf amongft the reft of 
the candidates, a warm and ambitious man, employed 
his whole credit, and that of all the nobility, in order 
to be elefted Conful with Fabius •, lefs, faid he, for 
his private intereft, than for the honour of the whole 
body of the Patricians, whom he was refolved to re- 
eftablifh in the poffeffion of both Confulfhips. 

Fabius urged 'the fame reafons as the year before 
for not accepting the honour the People were for con¬ 
ferring upon him. All the nobility furrounded his 
feat, and defired him to refcue the Confulfhip from the 
dregs and filth of the People, and reftore the order of 
the Patricians, and the dignity itfelf, to their ancient 
Jplendor. 

Fabius having caufed filence to be made, calmed 
this warm follicitude by a difcourfe full of reafon and 
moderation. Fie faid that he ftiould willingly have 

con- 
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. contributed to the election of two Patricians, if, he faw 
any other Conful befides himfelf intended to be chofen : 
but that in nominating himfelf, he could not confent 
to a thing diredtly contrary to the laws, nor be the au¬ 
thor of fo pernicious an example.” In confequence, 
L. Volumnius the Plebeian was chofen Conful with 
Ap. Claudius, who had already been Confuls together 
before. The nobility reproached Fabius, with hav¬ 
ing avoided Appius as a collegue, becaufe he knew 
his fuperiority, both in the talent of fpeaking, and 
the adminiftration of civil affairs. 

' L. Volumnius, II. 

Ap. Claudius, II. 

After the election of magiftrates, the preceding 
Confuls were continued in the command for fix 
months, and they had orders to carry on the war in 
Samnium. Decius was actually upon the fpot where 
his collegue had left him. He ravaged the country 
incefiantly, till he had at length obliged the army of 
the enemy to quit it. Driven out in that manner from 
Samnium, they took refuge in Hetruria,and perfuaded, 
that at the head of a numerous army, mingling terror 
with entreaties, they fliould more eHeelually fucceed 
in what they had not hitherto been able to obtain by 
their deputies, notwithftanding their frequent attempts; 
they demanded that an affembly of the principal per- 
fons of the nation fhould be called. When they were 
affembled, they reprefented by Gellius Egnatius their 
general, how many years they had fought with the 
Romans for liberty. “ That they had fpared no 
means for fuftaining the weight of fo formidable a 
war witli their own forces : that they had endeavour¬ 
ed to ftrengthen themfelves by the aid of fom<! neigh¬ 
bouring dates of fmall power : that not being able to 
fupport the war, they had demanded peace of the Ro¬ 
man people: that by the defire natural to all men of 
preferving and re-inftating their liberty, a defire which 

force 
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force may reduce to be filent for a time, but can ne- A.R.456, 
ver entirely extinguifh, they had thrown off entirely 
the yoke of fervitude. That there now remained no 
refource for them but the Hetrurians. That they 
knew therrt to be the moft powerful nation of Italy 
in arms, men, and riches, who had for their neigh¬ 
bours the Gauls, born in the midft of camps and 
arms, and naturally bold and fierce, efpecially againft 
the Roman people, from whom they boafted with 
pleafure, and not without foundation, that they had 
taken their city, and reduced their haughtinefs to ran- 
om itfelf with money. That if the Hetrurians re¬ 
tained the fame greatnefs of mind and generality that 
Porfena and their anceftors had formerly Ihewn, they 
were in a condition to give the law to the Romans, to 
drive them out of all the country on this fide of the 
Tiber, and to reduce them to fight, no longer for the 
empire of Italy, but for their own fafety and prefer- 
vation. That they had brought with them an army 
entirely prepared for fervice, and provided with 
arms, money, and every thing necefiary for making 
war.” 

Whilft the Samnites, full of vain prefumptton, were Liv. 1.10. 
fo active in Hetruria* their country was abandoned to c< I7 ’ lS * 
fire and fword. But Decius, exhorting his troops not 
to confine themfelves to plundering the country, and 
to feek a richer booty in the cities, formed the fiege 
of Murgantia, one of the flrongeft places in Sam- 
nium. The foldiers behaved there with fo much ar¬ 
dor, that they carried the place by aflault in one day. 

More than two thoufand Samnites were made prifon- 
ers, with very confiderable fpoils. But that the troops 
might not be clogged with their booty, Decius ad- 
vifed them to fell it. The low price fet on it, brought 
purchafers in crouds. The fate of Romulea was ftill 
more deplorable. The foldiers fcaled its walls in an 
inftant, took the city, and plundered it. Two thou¬ 
fand three hundred men were killed, and fix thoufand 
made prifoners in it. The booty was great, and the 
foldiers fold it as they had the firft. Ferentinum made 

more 
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A.R. 456. more refinance : about three thoufand Samnites pe-> 
A 2 n 9 6. C ' rifled there. 

The difcourfe of Egnatius had produced all the 
effect that could be expe&ed from it. Alrnofl all the 
• Hetrurians had taken arms : the people of Umbria 
were drawn in by their example, and the aid of the 
Gauls was follicited. This news occafioned great 
alarm at Rome. The Conful L. Volumnius was al¬ 
ready fet out with two legions for Samnium, and fif¬ 
teen thoufand troops of the allies. Ap. Claudius his 
collegue was ordered to march direftly for Hetruria. 
He carried two legions, and twelve thoufand allies 
with him, and encamped near the enemy. His fud- 
den arrival ferved to prevent fome States of Hetruria 
from taking arms : but in other refpedts he fhewed 
little ability in his conduft, and had lefs fuccefs. He 
engaged at feveral times and places with difadvantage; 
which highly augmented the enemy’s boldnefs, and 
greatly difcouraged the Roman army ; fo that the 
Conful neither relied upon his troops, nor the troops 
upon the Conful. 

Liv. 1.10. Things were in this condition, when Volumnius 
c. i3, 19.J arr ived with his army from Samnium, in effedfc of a 
letter which he pretended to have received from his 
collegue. Appius denied that he had wrote to him, 
and gave him a very bad reception •, afking him in an 
infulting manner,' how he, who fcarce fufficed for the 
affairs of his own province, came to obtrude his aid 
upon another without being defired. Volumnius re¬ 
plied without emotion, “ That he came only in con- 
lequenc.e of the letter he had received from him. 
That as it was a forged thing, he would fet out im¬ 
mediately on his return for Samnium: That he was 
much better pleafed with having made an ufelefs 
march, than to find his collegue’s army in a condition 
to want his affiftance.” They had already parted 
from each other, when Appius’s lieutenant generals, 
and the principal officers of his army, repaired to him, 
and earneftly defired him not to refufe the aid which 
his good fortune offered him, and which he ought to 

have 
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have called in himfelf. Otters applied to Volumnius, 
and conjured him not to betray the commonwealth 
through an ill-judged refentment to his colleo-ue. 
They reprefented to him, “ That if any misfortune 
ihould happen to the army, it would be imputed ra¬ 
ther to him than to Appius, becaufe it actually de¬ 
pended folely on him to have averted it. That things 
were in fuch a ftate, that from thenceforth the honour 
and difgrace of the good and bad fuccefs in Hetruria 
would fall folely on Volumnius. That nobody would 
enquire what Appius faid, but in what condition and 
neceffity the army was. That Appius indeed fent him 
away, but that the commonwealth and army required 
his continuance there : To confirm which he had only 
to found the fenfe of the foldiers.” 

The army had inlenfibly afiembled round the two 
Confuls. The fame things which had been repeated 
in private, were there repeated in public, but with 
more extent. As V olumnius, who was undoubtedly 
fuperior in the prefent occafion of debate to his col- 
legue, though much inferior to him in eloquence, 
which was Appius’s great talent, expreffed himfelf 
however with fufficient happinefs and propriety; Ap¬ 
pius, in a tone of raillery, faid, “ The world was 
obliged to him that Volumnius, formerly almoft mute, 
was now become an eloquent fpeaker ; that in the be¬ 
ginning of his firft Confullhip he could fcarce open 
his mouth, and that now he made Ipeeches and ha¬ 
rangued in a popular manner.” “ I had rather,” re¬ 
plied Volumnius, “ that you had learned of me to 
“ aft courageoufly, than I of you to fpeak eloquently.” 
He added, u 1 hat to demonftrate which of the two 
Confuls was, not the bell orator, that little concern¬ 
ed the commonwealth in the prefent conjunfture, but 
the bell general, he gave him the choice either of 
Samnium or Hetruria ; and that as for him, he Ihould 
be fatisfied with either of the two provinces which his 
collegue Ihould think fit to leave him.” The foldi- 
ers upon that demanded aloud, that they Ihould both 
aft jointly in Hetruria. Volumnius feeing this una¬ 
nimous 
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A.R-4J 6 - nimous concurrence : “ After having had the misfor- : 
“ tune,” faid he, “ of being deceived in refpeft to 
“ what my c.ollegue would have of me, I will not ex- 
“ pofe myfelf to being again miftaken in what you 
“ defire of me, foldiers. If you defire I fhould flay, 
“ let me know it in a manner not obfcure and ambi- 
“ guous.” The whole army raifed fo great and ge¬ 
neral a cry, that it made the enemy quit their camp, 
and immediately draw up in battle. Volumnius did 
the fame. It is faid that Appius, feeing whether he 
fought or no, his collegue would have the whole ho¬ 
nour of the viftory, was at firft in fufpence how he 
fhould aft : but afterwards that his fear, left his troops 
fhould follow Volumnius without him, determined 
him to give them alfo the fignal, which they demand¬ 
ed eagerly. 

j The armies did not form themfelves commodioufly 
I0 ' on either fide. Egnatius, the general of the Sam- 
nites, was abfent with a fmall detachment of foragers, 
and as his foldiers fought without either leader or or¬ 
ders, they followed only their own impetuofity. The 
Roman armies, on the other fide, had not moved at 
the fame time, and had not had time to form their 
ranks as they fhould have done. Volumnius was at 
blows with the enemy, before Appius came up. By 
an accidental change of enemy Volumnius had the 
Hetrurians, and Appius the Samnites, in front of 
him. The latter, in the heat of the battle, vowed a 
temple to Bellona, and believed himfelf that moment 
infpired with new ardor. Both Confuls difcharged 
alike all the duties of generals. The foldiers on their 
fide made extraordinary efforts, that the other army 
might not have the honour of giving the firft turn to 
the viftory. In confequence they broke and put the 
enemy to flight, and purfued them to their camp. 
Egnatius having haftened thither with his Samnites, 
the battle was renewed, and with more vigour than at 
firft. The enemy were obliged to give way again. 
The viftors already attacked the camp. The two 
Confuls encouraged their troops in emulation of each 

other, 
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other, who paffed the fofses, tore up the palifades, a.r. 45s. 
and made themfelves mafcers of the camp. The 
fpoils, which were very confiderable, were abandoned 
to them. On the fide of the enemy, above leven 
thoufand men were killed, and more than two thou- 
fand made prifoners. 

Whilft the two Confuls, who had with them almoft Liv , 
all the Roman forces, were employed in Hetruria, c. 20. 
the Samnites having raifed a new army, pafled through 
the country of the Vefcinians into Campania and the 
country of Falernum, and carried off a very great 
booty. Volumnius, who returned by great marches- 
into Samnium, (for the term during which Fabius and 
Decius had been continued in command v/as upon the 
point of expiring) arrived happily at that inftant. In 
paffing through the country of the Calenians, he faw 
the ftill recent traces of the horrible ravages which 
had been 1 committed there, and was informed, that 
the Samnites were near Vulturnum, from whence they 
were to fet out the following night, in order to de- 
pofite the rich fpoils with which they were laden in 
Samnium, and then to return to their expedition. 

Having well allured himfelf of the truth of all thefe 
circumftances, he advanced, and halted at fo proper 
d diftance from the enemy, that his proximity could 
not make known his arrival, and he could fall upon 
them by furprize, when they quitted their camp.' The 
thing happened as he had projedted. He advanced 
Very near the enemy a little before day, and making 
all his trumpets found on a fudden, attacked them. It 
is eafy to imagine their diforder and confuflon. And 
to compleat their misfortune, the prifoners they were 
carrying away, having broken their chains, unbound 
their companions, and taking a.rms which they found 
amongil the baggage, turned them amongft themfelves. 

They alfo did - a memorable addon. Seeing Status' 
Minacius, the Samnite general, running through the 
ranks and exhorting his foldiers, they fell upon him, 
took him prilbner, and brought him to the Conful. 

In this battle about fix. thoufand snen were Tilled, two 
$ot.. II. H. h. thou.- 
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A. R. 456. thoufand five hundred made jfeifbhersf With four-prin^ 
cipal officers, knd thirty enfigris : tak<inT BuNwhat'gfeVe 
the vigors' the gmfteft joy, ^akThe Yecbvery of-feyeiv 
thoufend fouYhunafed 1 jjH'fbners, whom the Samnites* 
were carrying off, •■v^ith all the booty which they'; Had 
taken from the allies of the Romans. A day c was: 
given them to clifcover and take back what belonged 
to' them: the reft was abandoned tothe fotdiers.’- 
This incurffoh into the country of Campania'had 
made a great noife at Rome; and terrible account^ 
arrived ; at th^ feme time from Hctruria, that fincc 
the departure off Volumnius every thing was in moc 
tion there. That the ITetrurians and Samnites had 
thkpn arrhs again. That-they' follicited the Umbrians 
tc revolt, and that they were endeavouring with'moa. 
ney ter make the Gauls enter into the common .league, 
Thefe fears were ferious, and too well foyftdedk The 
' |fenate~ InTonfequence decreed a fuipeyficn ofbufihefs 
public fend private, which -was ufual im great dangers, 
of the Commonwealth; Great levies of foldiers were 
made; without diftinftion of age or condition, and 
event He old men and the frecd-mcn "were made to 
jake arms, Nothing was omitted, that feemed ne- 
ceffary for the defence of the city. 

The Prtetof Sempronius, in the abfence of the two 
Cpnlulsf was at the : head of affairs in the city, and 
diredted all thefe meafures. But letters from the Con- 
fid Vqlumnius with advice of the entire defeat of 
thofe troops of plunderers who had ravaged Cam¬ 
pania, foon reftored the tranquillity of Rome. The 
fedminiftration- of jufticel which had been fufpended 
during eighteen days, was no longer difeontinued, 
-Public thankfgivings to the Gods were decreed in the 
Conful’s name,- for the great advantages he had gain¬ 
ed, and the People acquitted themfelves of that duty 
with a zeal and devotion very laudable in Pagans. - 
Thefe advantages were in reality very confiderable, 
and deferred to be regarded, not only as the effeft of 
the good-fortune of Volumnius, but of his prudence, 
activity, vigilance, and other abilities in the art of war. 
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VOLUMNIUS, CLAUDIUS, Confuls. 467 

I admire no lefs his extreme moderation and cool- A. R. 4.56. 
nefs of temper in his difpute with Appius, who makes 
no great figure on that occafion. A fecret jealoufy, 
which always argues a meannefs of fpirit, and efpe- 
cially his indecent raillery of a collegue, who had 
come a great way, and quitted his poll, only to do 
him fervice, are fome diminution of his merit, though 
great in other refpe&s. The good fuccefs of the bat¬ 
tle fhould, one would think, have reconciled him to 
Volumnius, and yet we fee with pain the latter fet out 
from Hetruria, without receiving the leaft mark of 
amity, or even efteem, from Appius, though a col¬ 
legue, to whom himfelf and his army were undoubt¬ 
edly: indebted for being delivered from exceeding 
danger. Indeed nothing can be judged in refpeft to 
the letter the one faid he had received, and the other 
denied he had wrote. - , 

; / After the duties of religion were difcharged at 
Rojne, the next care was to fecure the repofe and 
tranquillity of the people whofe lands had been ra¬ 
vaged by the Samnites. For this purpofe, it was 
thought proper to fettle two colonies, the one at the 
mouth of the Liris, which was called Minturnse j 
and the other, on a neck of land, which took its name 
from the city of Vefcia, near the territory of Falernum, 
where a Greek city called Sinope is faid to have flood, 
and to which the Roman colony afterwards gave the 
name of * Sinuefia. It was hard to find citizens that 
would enter themfelves for thefe colonies, becaufe they 
confidered them lefs as quiet fettlements, than as places 
always liable to be infefted by reftlefs and formidable 
neighbours. - 

* Livy, long before, mentioned thefe two cities, and gives then* 
the names which they had not till a ^reat while after, * ' 


*3 V.., \ 

Fnd of the Second Volume. 

« ' - * . ^ 

* * \ 
a i 














I 























I 



■f j 'fttVi 

Urn : 

HwyL Iff * 

■ApHnR i-'»ttis4 

Jky^lfcg 


m 


f^p|;.fl|. 

Tv*'* VlS 










